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For Immediate Release

Friday,DPeeember 12, 1975

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford ~

The President and Mrs., Ford will host a Christmas Ball for Members of -
Congress on Wednesday, December 17 at 9:00 PM. It is black-tie and will
be held on the State Floor of the White House.

Approximately 1,000 guests are expected. Included in the guest list are members
- of the House of Representatives and the Senate, Cabinet members and senior
White House staff,

Entertainment will be by New York pianist-orchestra leader Mike Carney, who

will provide music¢ for dancing in the East Room, Mr. Carney has performed
at the White House twice before. A light buffet will be served in the State

Dining Room and the Marine Dance Combo will provide music in the Grand Hall.

Table coverings will utilize the overall "Old Fashioned Childrens Christmas''

theme of the White House Christmas decor this year. Tables will be draped

with red cloths topped with patchwork fabric. The buffet table centerpieces

will be Banta Claus and the Weathervane Raindeer (donated from Colonial Williamshwrg)
‘with Christmas greens and holly. Arrangements on the cabaret tables in the

dancing area will consist of hurricane lamps surrounded by mixed greens and

holly.
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Date Issuedl1/29/76

Byp' foward
Revised
FACT SHEET
Mrs. Ford's Office
Yivernt CHRISTMAS BALL
Group Members of Congress and Spouses
DATE/TIME __ Thursday, Dec. 9, 1976 9:00 p.m.
Contact Pat Howard A . Phone 2927
Number of guests: Total approx. 750 Women x Men x Children__ --
Place State Floor
Principals involved President and Mrs. Ford
Participation by Principal yes Receiving line) no
Remarks required ' Welcoming Remarks
Background -
REQUIREMENTS
Social: Guest list yes - Social Entertainments Office will distribute guest list,
Invitations yes Programs  no Menus no
Refreshments  yes - buffet, champagne and mixed drinks
Entertainment  Dancing
Decorations/flowers ves
Music yes
Social Aides yes
giﬂc:r ]-3-1ack Tie C“fﬁgg%‘;—%‘es
Press: Reporters TO BE RESOLVED
Photographers e
TV Crews
White House 'hotographers. yes Color__yes Mono. iy
Other 6,
Technical
Support: Microphones yes PA Other Rooms  no
Recording ves
Lights no
Transportation _cars -- enter thru East Exec. Ave. and SW Gates
Parking E. Exec. Avenue and South Grounds
Housing e
Other -~ (Risers,stage,platforms)yes
Project Co-ordinator Pat Howard Phone 2927

Site diagrams should be attached if technical support is heavy.



For Immediate Release
Wednesday, December 17, 1975 1

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs, Ford

"""""""" T N

he President and Mrs/Ford will host a Christmas Ball for Members of
Congress on Wednesday, December [7at 9:00 PM. It is black-tie and will

be held on the State Floor of the Whife House. 4—%&&‘/’% mbao.

Approximately 1,000 guests are expected. Included in the guest list are members
of the House of Representatives and the Senate, Cabinet members and senior
White House staff,

ntertainment will be by New York pianist-orchestra leader Mike Carney] who
will provide music¢ for dancing in the East Room. Mr. Carney has performed el
%at the White House twice before. A light buffet will be served in the State

Dining Room and the Marine Dance Combo will provide music in the Grand Hall.
Table coverings will utilize the overall "Old Fashioned Childrens Christmas"

theme of the White House Christmas decor this year. Tables will be draped

with red cloths topped with patchwork fabric. The buffet table centerpieces

will be Santa Claus and the Weathervane Raindeer (donated from Colonial Williamshurg)
with Christmas greens and holly. Arrangements on the cabaret tables in the

dancing area will consist of hurricane lamps surrounded by mixed greens and

holly.

There will be two groups caroling as guests arrive, The 19th Street Baptist
Church carolers will be singing outside the entrance to the Diplomatic Reception
Room. '""The Travellers,'’ from Mount Vernon College will be singing in the
East Wing Hall,




THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford

The President and Mrs. Ford will host a Christmas Ball for
members of Congress on Tuesday, Dec. 17 at 9 p.m. It is
black tie and will be held on the State Floor of the White House.

About\gb‘ékg\uests are expected. Included in the guest list are
members of'the House of Representatives and the Senate, Cabinet
members, senior White House staff and congressional liaison
aides at the White House.

Entertainment will be by New York pianist-orchestra leader
Mike Carney, who will provide music for dancing in the East Room.
A light buffet will be served in the State Dining Room and

the Marine Dance Combo will provide music in the Grand Hall.
Table coverings will utilize the overall <mritt—hond esai theme of uw
the White House Christmas decor this year. Tables will be

draped with red cloths topped with patchwork fabric, whieh—heas—trten

ts, a<fbrie—shan in

New—¥o6FE.” The lis a speci screened cloth in a red and
green N called '"Yedemdsfip Train 3 Ex,

Floral arrangem =1oof high gold genie baskets
and will consist of d tions Fon ced

. 5 red carnations an ol gon cedar and
in cedar. Arrangements on the cabaret tables in the dancing

area will consist of hurricane amps surrounded by mixed greens
and holly.

)

For details on press coverage, se call 456-626¢
o, o =35 e : ‘
or check schedule on President's press office bulletin

board,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

CHRISTMAS BALL
FOR
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

December 9, 1976
9:00 p. m. - 12:00 midnight

Dress: Black tie ... long dresses for the ladies

Schedule of

Events: 8:45 p. m. Your guests will arrive thrVOugh the Diplomatic
Reception Room and the East Wing and will be
escorted to the State Floor.

The University of Maryland Chamber Singers
will be singing Christmas carols outside the
entrance to the Diplomatic Reception Room as
your guests arrive. A second group, Immanuel
Church-on-the-Hill Choir will be singing in the
East Wing Hall for your guests who will arrive
through the East Gate.

9:25 p. m. The carolers will be invited into the west end of
the Ground Floor Hall which will be partitioned
from the remainder of the Ground Floor Hall.
Hot chocolate and cookies will be served.

9:30 p. m. You and Mrs. Ford will be escorted via elevator
to the west end of the Ground Floor Hall and
greet the two groups. The University of Maryland
- Chamber Singers will number 46 people, and the
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill Choir will number
25 people.

9:35 p. m. You and Mrs. Ford will bid farewell to the groups
and will be escorted to the Family Quarters via
elevator.



9:40 p. m. You and Mrs. Ford will descend the Grand
Staircase ... pause at the foot of the staircase
for photographs ... proceed to the Grand Hall
facing the East Room ... pause for announcement.

You and Mrs. Ford will proceed into the East
Room to the dance band where a microphone will
be positioned. You will welcome your guests
and introduce Mr. Michael Carney and his
orchestra,

After you and Mrs. Ford are photographed with
the Michael Carney Orchestra, you will join your
guests for dancing.

NOTE: Buffet and mixed drinks will be served to
your guests in the State Dining Room.

You and Mrs. Ford will bid farewell to your
guests and return to the Family Quarters.

NOTES:

- Guest list is attached.

-- A Marine_Dance Combo will be playing in the Grand
Hall.

- A Marine Harpist will be playing in the Diplomatic
Reception Room.,

-- Military Social Aides will be pPresent.

- White House photographer will be present,

-- There will be press coverage.

Maria Downs
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(WHITE HOUSE BALL)

WASHINGTON (UPI) -- PRESIDENT FORD WAS KISSED UNDEF THE MISTLETOE,
VE FIPST LADY DID THE CHARLESTON AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS FORGOT
THEIR WARS WITH THE WHITE HOUSE AT THE GALA CHRISTMAS BALL.

POLITICAL DETENTE WAS REACHED ON THE WHITE HOUSE DANCE FLOOR
WEDNESDAY NIGHT AS THE FORDS HOSTED A BLACK-TIE PARTY FOR CONGRESS -~
A TRADITION REVIVED LAST YEAR WHEN, FORD RECALLED, "THE OLD PLACE
TPEMBLED AND SHOOK A LONG T IME AFTER THAT EVENING.™

MEARLY 1,00@ GUESTS, INCLUDING CABINET MEMBERS AND OTHER SENIOR
ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS, THRONGED THROUGH STATE ROOMS OF THE
FXECUTIVE MANSION SIPPING CHAMPAGNE AND NIBBL ING FRUITCAKE AT THE
FIRST BIG HOLIDAY PARTY OF THE SEASON,

"IT'S AN EVENING OF FUN BUT ALSO HAS GREAT SIGNIFICANCE," SAIL
FORD AS HE WELCOMED HIS GUESTS IN THE GLITTERING EAST ROOM., "THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SEASON IS TO CELEBRATE A GREAT ANNIVERSARY -- AN
ANNIVERSARY OF LOVE, TOGETHERNESS AND ALL THE THINGS WE STRIVE FOR
ALL YEAR.™

UPI 12-1% 12302 AES
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PRESIDENT AND MRS. FORD HOST CHRISTMAS BALL (BLACK TIE) FOR
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, WHITE HOUSE, 9:00 P.M.
UPI 12-16 02:38 PES





