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CARTER LEAD

BY LAWRENCE L. KNUTSON

WASHINGTON (AP) -- PRESIDENT FORD MET WITH PRESIDENT-ELECT JIMMY
CARTER FOR AN HOUR AND 15 MINUTES IN THE OVAL OFFICE TODAY, AND
PROMISED TC COOPERATE 160 PER CENT TO MAKE SURE THE TRANSITION RFTWEEN

ADMINISTRATIONS RUNS SMOOTHLY.

BOTH MEN MADE STATEMENTS ON THE MEETING TO REPORTERS GATHERED ON THE
LAWN AND AS CARTER LEFT HE TURNED BACK TO FORD AND SAID:  'GOD BLESS
YOU, SIR.''

"'I BELIEVE THAT THE DEBATES AND THE ELECTION ITSELF HAVE REACHED A
CONCLUSION THAT LEAVES THE NATION UNIFIED,'®' CARTER SAID.,

""THERE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN A BETTER DEMONSTRATION OF FRIENDSHIP AND
UNITY AND GOOD WILL THAN SHOWN ME BY PRESIDENT FORD,'' HE ADDED.

FORD SAID THAT IN HIS JUDGMENT THE TRANSITION IS WORKING SMOOTHLY
AND EMHASIZED THAT HE WILL COOPERATE COMPLETELY.,

CARTER SAID HE FEELS THE GRACIOUS MANNER IN WHICH FOD AND HIS
ADMINISTRATION HAVE RESPONDED TO DEFEAT HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO PFACE AT
HOME AND ABROAD.

HE SAID HE BELIEVES OTHER NATIONS WILL BE REASSURED BY THE
SMOOTHNESS OF THE TRANSITION AND THE CONTINING STABILITY OF THE
GOVERNMENT AND OF UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY..

DURING THEIR MEETING CARTER ASKED THE PRESIDENT WHETHER ANOTHER
ECONOMIC SUMMIT CONFERENCE SUCH AS THE ONE HELD IN PUERTO RICO LAST
JUNE MIGHT BE USEFUL AND FORD REPLIED, ''IT MIGHT BE DESIRABLE.'’
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diéﬁ?ﬁéTON (UPI> -- PRESIDENT FORD, MEETING WITH JIMMY CARIER FOR
THE FIRST TIME SINCE THE ELECTION, TOLD HIS SUCCESSOR TODAY IT WOULD
BE "VERY BENEFICIAL" FOR HIM TO CONFER WITH WORLD LEADERS SOON AFIER

NAUGURAT ION.

THEsiT?ING BESIDE A FIREPLACE IN THE OVAL OFFICE, THE TWO MEN
DISCUSSED ECONOMIC ISSUES AND OTHER TOPICS RELATED TO THE TRANSITION
THAT WILL PUT A DEMOCRAT IN THE WHITE HOUSE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
EIGHT YEARS.

FORD AND CARTER TALKED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF ANOTHER o
INTERNAT IONAL ECONOMIC SUMMIT CONFERENCE SIMILAR TO THOSE HELD RECENT
YEARS IN PUERTO RICO AND IN RAMBOUILLET , FRANCE . IT HAS BEEN
SPECULATED WIDELY THAT A THIRD MEETING WOULD BE HELD IN TOKYO.

"HOw WOULD YOU FEEL ABOUT ANOTHER ECONOMIC MEETING , LIKE THE ONE
YOU HAD IN PUERTO RICOD?2" CARTER ASKED FORD.

"IT MIGHT BE DESIRABLE ," REPLIED FORD. i

"IT wOULD GIVE ME A CHANCE TO MEET SOME FOREIGN LEADERS," CARTER
SAID.

FORD WENT ON: "IT MIGHT BE BETTER FOR YOU TO HAVE A MEETING WITH
THE MINISTERS OF NATO AND PERHAPS HEADS OF GOVERNMENT AND I THINK IT
WOULD BE VERY, VERY BENEFICIAL."

APPARENTLY DISCUSSING THE BUDGETARY PROCESS, FORD TOLD CARTER: "VE
ARE WITHIN REACHABLE AGREEMENT , BUT WE STILL HAVE SOME AGENCY
DIFFERENCES TO SORT OUT."” BUDGET DIRECTOR JAMES LYNN SAID EARLIER
THAT FORD STILL WAS REVIEWING AGENCY REQUESTS, AND EACH AGENCY HAD A
RIGHT TO APPEAL FORD 'S TENTATIVE DECISIONS.

AFTER A BRIEF PUBLIC EXCHANGE IN FRONT OF REPORTERS AND
PHOTOGRAPHERS , FORD AND CARTER SETTLED DOWN ALONE FOR AN INFORMAL
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS. WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY RON NESSEN SAID THERE
wAS NO AGENDA OR FIXED FORMAT SO FORD COULD FREELY SUPPLY CARTER WITH
INSIGHTS ONLY A MAN WH) HAS BEEN PRESIDENT WOULD POSSESS.

EXCEPT FOR HIS VISIT WITH FORD, CARTER SPENT THE DAY AT THE BLAIR
HOUSE GUEST MANSION ACROSS PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE FROM THE WHITE HOUSE
TALKXING WITH THE REPUBLICAN HEADS OF MAJOR GOVERNMENT AGENCIES.

THE PRESIDENT -ELECT AND HIS WIFE, ROSALYNN, ARRIVED AT THE SOUTH
ENTRANCE OF THE WHITE HOUSE IN THE TAN SEDAN THAT THE FORDS USE FOR
UNOFFICIAL TRAVEL IN WASHINGTON. THEY WERE MET OUTSIDE BY FORD.

SMILING, VICTOR AND VANQUISHED IN THE BATTLE FOR THE PRESIDENCY
SHOOK HANDS. CARTER, WEARING A BLACK OVERCOAT , GAVE MRS. FORD A KISS
ON THE RIGHT CHEEK. FORD, WEARING NO OOAT OVER HIS NAVY BLUE SUIT,
SHOOK HANDS WITH MRS. CARTER.

THE PRESIDENT AND CARTER WALKED TOGETHER TO THE OVAL OFFICE, ABOUT _
5% YARDS AWAY, AND QUICKLY BEGAN THEIR MEETING. WITH PHOTOGRAPHERS
AND REPORTERS PRESENT FOR THE START OF THE SESSION, FORD AND CARTER
SAT IN ORANGE ARMCHAIRS CLOSE TOGETHER AND TALKED QUIETLY.

CARTER SHOWED HIS CHARACTERISTIC SMILE WHILE FORD HAD A SOBER LOOK
ON HIS FACE, WITH HIS JAw SET.

THE TyO WIVES TOURED THE WHITE HOUSE RESIDENTIAL QUARTERS WHILZ
THEIR HUSBANDS MET.
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WHITE HOUSE DECOR
WASHINGTON (AP) -- QUITE BY COINCIDENCE, TWO GEORGIA LDECORATCF AND
DESIGN EXPERTS WERE WORKING AT THE WHITE HOUSE WHEN THE INCOMING FIRST
LADY ROSALYNN CARTER CAME TO CALL ON BETTY FORD..
WHILE MRS. FORD AND MRS. CARTER WERE HAVING TEA MONCAY AND
DISCUSSING THE NEW FAMILY MOVING INTO THE WHITE HOUSF, DESIGNEF FDWAFT
V. JONES OF ALBANY, GA., AND INTERIOR DECORATOR DAVID BYERS OF
ATLANTA WERE AT WORK ON REFURBISHING THE GROUND FLOOR L IBRARY..
JONES, AN EXPERT IN RESTORATION ARCHITECTURE AND INTERIOR DESICGN OF
-~ THE 18TH AND 1STH CENTURIES, HAS DONE WORK AT THE WHITF HOUSE €INCE
1S7¢ AND IS A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE FOR ITS PRESERVAT ICN.,
BYERS IS FROM THE BROWN DECORATING CO.. IN ATLANTA, WHICH SFECTALIZES
IN MUSEUM AND HISTORIC HOUSE RESTORAT ICNS.,

PRESS SECRETARY SHEILA RABB WEIDENFELB. SAID THE L IBRARY,: WHICH WAE
RESTORED AND KEFURNISH NE KENNEDY IN 1562 IN THE

CLASSICAL STYLE OF THE EARLY 1STH CENTURY, IS BEING PAINTED, GETTING
" NEW DRAPERIES AND FABRIC ON THE CHAIRS..
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ADD 1 ROSALYNN, WASHINGTON (UP-252)

MRS. CARTER ARRANGED TO FLY BACK TO PLAINS, GA., TONIGHT TO BEGIN
PACKING FOR HER MOVE TO THE WHITE HOUSE.

- THE FUTURE FIRST LADY'S PRESS SECRETARY, MARY HOYT SAID THAT MRS.
CARTER SAW A COMBINED CLASSROOM OF THE THIRD, FOURTH AND FIFTH GRADES
AT STEVENS SCHOOL AND ADDED THAT SHE WAS “"VERY IMPRESSED".

BUT MRS. HOYT SAID THAT NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE ON WHETHER AMY
WILL ATTEND STEVENS, AND WON'T UNTIL SHE “"TALKS TO THE GOVERNOR".

MRS. FORD'S PRESS SECRETARY, SHEILA RABB WEIDENFELD, .SAID MRS.
FORD HAD "PUT TOGETHER™ SOME ALBUMS OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE WHITE HOUSE
WHICH MRS. CARTER CAN TAKE HOME WITH HER TO STUDY.

MRS. WEIDENFELD SAID THAT MRS. FORD ARRANGED TO SERVE TEA TO HER
SUCCESSOR AND TO "ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS MRS. CARTER MIGHT HAVE ON HER
MIND IN THE "STRICILY PRIVATE™ MEETING.
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WASHINGTON (UPI) =-- PRESIDENT FORD WARMLY WELCOMED JIMMY CARTER TO
THE WHITE HOUSE TODAY TO DISCUSS THE PRESIDENCY OF THE UNITED STATES.

CARTER AND HIS yIFE ROSALYNN ARRIVED AT THE SOUTH ENTRANCE AT 3:30
PM. IN THE TAN LINGOLN SEDAN THAT THE FORDS USE FOR UNOFFICIAL
TRAVEL IN WASHINGTON. AS THE CAR PULLED UP, FORD AND HIS WIFE BETTY
STEPPED OUTSIDE TO GREET THEM.

CARTER , WEARING A BLACK OVERCOAT , GAVE MRS . FORD A KISS ON THE
CHEEK WHILE FORD, WEARING NO COAT OVER HIS NAVY BLUE SUIT, SHOOK
HANDS WITH MRS. CARTER.

FORD AND CARTER ALSD SHIOK HANDS , SMILING FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS
OUTSIDE THE MANSION BEFORE RETREATING TO THE OVAL OFFICE. THEY SAT IN
LARGE ORANGE CHAIRS BY THE FIREPLACE AND DISCUSSED THE TRANSITION
FROM A FORD TO A CARTER ADMINISTRATION.
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