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-EGYPTIAN GIFT

WASHINGTON (AP) =-- PRESIDENT FORD ACCEPTED FROM EGYPT TODAY A
BICENTENNIAL GIFT THAT DATES BACK BEFORE COLUMBUS' FIRST VOYAGE TO
AMERICA ALMOST 580 YEARS AGO.

THEN HIS WIFE MADE A SURPRISE VISIT TO THE EGYPTIAN PRESIDENTIAL
YACHT THAT BROUGHT THE GIFT, A 225-POUND CARVED STONE KNOWN AS A
VOTIVE STELA. THE LIMESTONE RECTANGLE WILL BE DISPLAYED IN THE
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION,

FORD ACCEPTED THE GIFT FROM REAR ADM. FOUAD CIKRI, COMMANDER OF THME
EGYPTIAN NAVY.

THE EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL THEN ESCORTED MRS. FORD AND SECRETARY OF THE
NAVY WILLIAM MIDDENDORF ON A TOUR OF THE OFFICIAL YACHT OF PRESIDENT
ANWAR SADAT.

THE 478-F00OT VESSEL, THE EL HURRIAH, WAS BUILT 111 YEARS AGO AND WAS
THE FIRST SHIP THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL IN 1885.
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