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MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL . 

(-
YOU WERE CALLED BY- D YOU WERE VISITED BY-

11' -. '-~ 
""- ~ & OF (d, .. ' ritiil ~ mt 

PLEASE CALL_. PHONC .NO. 
CODlli'!XI'.~~~~~~~~~ 

WILL CALL AMIN 0 18 WAITING TO IEE YOU 

0 RETURNED YOUR CALL 0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

iiiiWI 

RECEIVED BY 

STANDARD FORll 63 
REVISED AUGUST 1917 
GSA FPlllR (41 Cfll) 101-11.1 

I DATE 

_ ,_ ... 16-41Ul-l ...... 

' . 

' 
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CBS - CBS c., 1990 M Street, N.W. 
Washingtor, D. C 20036 
(202) 296-1234 

t.1.Jl---"<.t 6 2.-- I 

~- y__.._ ~~ ~O?t-~f 

Dear Sheila: 

Attached is a copy of the Bicentennial Minute for July 4th, 1976 which 
I hope will interest you and Mrs . Ford . 

As you know from our previous discussions, the CBS Bicentennial Minute 
series has been going on since July 4 , 1974 and was intended to close 
out on July 4, l'J'76 commemorating our nation's 20oth Birthday. We had 
hoped to have both President FCII'd and Mrs. Ford do this special July 4th 
minute, however, due to equal time problems we are prohibited from offer­
ing this minute to the President . 

I am hopeful that we will be able to work something out with you as this 
is really the highlight of the Bicentennial series . The actual taping 
of the minute can be done at the White House and I am sure we can work 
out a convenient date . 

Please let me hear from you as soon as possible . 

~~--
Rae ForJier Evans - 'ff'~ -'ISi i' 
Manager, Legislative Affairs 

Mrs . Sheila Rabb Wydenfeld 
Press Secretary to the First Lady 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue , N.W. 
Washington, D.C . 20500 

Encl . 

. . 



Mr's. Sheila Rabb Wydenfeld 
Press Secretary to the First Lady 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
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GBS CBS Inc. 
1990 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 296-1234 

BICENTENNIAL MINUTE 

July 4, 1776 

ncongress adopts a declaration of Independencetl 

I am Betty Ford -- 2(X) years ago today, late on a muggy Philadelphia 

a~ernoon John Hancock called for a vote in Congress. 

Two days earlier delegates had approved Virginia's resolution cutting all 

ties to Britian. 

Since then, they'd spent hours arguing over and revising Thomas Jefferson's 

dra~ of a formal declaration of independence. 

Point by point, the document recounted the colonies' 11-year-long bitter 

struggle with the crown. It was finally adopted, but With little ceremony. 

Only John Hancock and Secretary Charles Thompson signed it right then and 

there. 

John Adams knew what the future had in store--the Americans, he said, "Would 

pay with toil and treasure and bloodshed to maintain this declaration. 11 

One struggle was over***a new and longer one was just beginning. 

I'm Betty Ford and that's the way it was. 

THIS IS RECYCLED PAPER 



CBSlnc. 
1990 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 296-1234 

BICENTENNIAL MINUTE 

July 4, 1776 

"Congress adopts a declaration of Independence11 

I am Betty Ford -- 200 years ago today, late on a muggy Philadelphia 

afternoon John Hancock called for a vote in Congress. 

Two days· earlier delegates had approved Virginia's resolution cutting all 

ties to Britian. 

Since then, they'd spent hours arguing over and revising Thomas Jefferson's 

draft of a formal declaration of independence. 

Point by point, the document recounted the colonies' 11-year-long bitter 

struggle with the crown. It was finally adopted, but With little ceremony. 

Only John Hancock and Secretary Charles Thompson signed it right then and 

there. 

John Adams knew what the future had in store--the Americans, he said, 11Would 

pay with toil and treasure and bloodshed to maintain this declaration., 11 

One struggle was over***a new and longer one was just beginning .. 

I'm Betty Ford and that's the way it was. 



CBS 
CBS Inc , 1990 M Street, N .W. 
Washington. D. C 20036 
(202) 296-1234 

Dear Sheila: June 9, 1976 

Attached is a copy of the newest, bestest version of the Bicentennial 
Minute script for Mrs. Ford. I think it has been substantially im­
proved and hope you agree. 

As plans now stand, the crew will be over Monday, June 14 to set up 
and at Mrs. Ford's convenience will tape the Minute in the afternoon. 
I realize there has been some confusion with various producers, etc. 
phoning and changing plans, however, I hope I have ended that problem 
by circulating all communication with your office through my office. 

Thanks again for all your help. Will see you on Monday. 

~ 
Rae Forker Evans 
Manager, Legislative Affairs 

Mrs. Sheila Weidenfeld 
In care of Mrs. Sally Quenneville 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 



I'm Betty Ford. 

July 4, rn6 
(Revised) 

Two hundred years ago today, t.here was a new idea .... 
a new sound ••• a new voice in the world. 

'l'be 2Dd .. Continental Congress spanked the new country 
into be:big by approving Jefferson• s Declaration of 
Indepeniienee from Great Br! ta.in. 

lt l>"aB a chicken-scratched, argued-about, f'inely­
eclited, dog-eved .. document the President o:f Congress 
and the secretary signed and· sent down to the otric1al 
printer. 

contrary to popltlfu:' myth, the perfect parchment version 
we a.U know wasn't made until August, when most de1e­
gates signed. 

Some signed later. Some· didn•t sign at all. Matter of 
fact, 11'i&i\V· names were kept secre't for a. tbae .... in :rear 
of Bri.tish reprisals~ 

The Declaration b&B been called: "a prose lyric of' 
olYil and military: berosim ..... a war song ••• a chant of' 
hunan ~edom .. " 

\ 

Bee.ause o.f it .. -two huwlred years ago t~" a new voice 
\n1.8 heard in the -world: 

(silnply) 
The United Stat.ea of J.Uaerica. 

....._._______ ----



Bicentennial Minute for Mrs. Ford 

July 4, 1776 

I'm 

Two hundred years ago today, there was a new 
idea ••• a new sound ••• a new voice in the world. 
The 2nd Continental Congress spanked the new 
country into being by approving Jefferson's 
Declaration of Independence from Great Britain. 

John Hancock and Secretary Charles Thomson 
signed. Contrary to popular myth, most dele­
gates didn't sign until Augus.t, some signed 
later. Some ref'used to sign at all. 

Little did any of them know that at the same 
time the Declaration was approved, about 
10,000 British troops were setting up camp on 
Staten Island -- unopposed. 

But John Adams foresaw "the toil, and blood, 
and treasure" this venture would cost. 

Two hundred years ago today, a new voice was 
heard in the world --

The United States of America. 

I'm , and that ' s the way it was. 
~~~~~~~~~-



Dear Sally: June 11, 1976 

This is a revision of the revision. 
Hope it suits you. 

See you Monday. 

Rae 
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Cll8 
µtf"u. 

Dear~ June 21, 1976 

Would appreciate it if you would have 
Mrs. Ford sign the attached waiver 
re the Bicentennial Minutes and re­
turn it to my office. 

k-R e FOrker Evans 
Manager, Legislative Affairs 

' 



·. 

I here:>y ~·;.=;.i ve a.11 of my !'lghts to c: c. •!)~n:::;e. ti on 
by virtue of my e.pp2e.:.:-~:-:.~e in e.nd my perfor·.me.r:.ce as a 
na.rrstor in · the BICENTTu\j1•E.AL MINUTES , a production of 
the C3S Television Net;.·1qrk, a di vision of CBS Inc . 

~g~ 
El~Ford 

Date .: __ __..J_un....__e_l_4 __ ,.___l 97 6 Social Security # 386~10-4057 

.. 
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June 21, 1976 

The full drama of our nation's 
birth. Told as it happened 

"200 years ago uxlaY:' 

MRS. GERALD R. FORD, VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER, MARIAN ANDERSON, 

WILLIAM FULBRIGHT NARRATE "BICENTENNIAL MINUTES," WEEK OF JUNE 27 

Mary Stuart, Carter Brown, Sen. Charles Mee. Mathias Jr, 

Phyllis George and, as previously announced, Vice President Nelson 

A. Rockefeller, William Fulbright, Marian Anderson, and Mrs. Gerald 

R. Ford narrate the "Bicentennial Minutes" for the week starting 

Sunday, June 27 and including Sunday, July 4 on the CBS Television 

Network. 

Shell Oil Company, represented by Ogilvy & Mather, Inc., 

is the full sponsor for the "Bicentennial Minutes" series. 

Actress Mary Stuart narrates the "Minute" of Sunday, June 

27. Virginia's Royal Governor, Lord Dunmore, and 500 of his armed 

men huddled on a tiny island in Chesapeake Bay hoping reinforcements 

would come from Britain. The "Minute" may be seen at approximately 

7:57 PM, ET, at the conclusion of 11 60 MINUTES." 

Carter Brown, Director, National Gallery of Art, narrates 

the "Minute" of Monday, June 28. Nine British men-of-war sailed 

towards Sullivan's Island near Charleston, s.c. The "Minute" is 

to be broadcast at approximately 8:27 PM, ET, at the conclusion 

of "Rhoda." 

The "Minute" of Tuesday, June 29 is narrated by Sen. Charles 

Mee. Mathias Jr. (R., Md.). A rider galloped towards Philade~phia 

with a vital message for Maryland's delegates at Congress. The 

(More) 

CBS TELEVISION NE1WORK, PRESS INFORMATION, 51 WEST 52 STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10019 THIS IS RECYCLED PA.PER 

.. 



CBS Television Network ... 2 

"Minute" may be seen at approximately 8:28 PM, ET, at the conclusion 

of "I've Got a Secret." 

CBS Sports broadcaster Phyllis George narrates the "Minute" 

of Wednesday, June 30. One hundred and thirteen ships, with 10,000 

troops abroad, sailed into New York's lower bay. The "Minute" 

is to be broadcast at approximately 8:57 PM, ET, at the conclusion 

of "The Kelly Monteith Show." 

Vice President Nelson A. Rockefeller narrates the "Minute" 

of Thursday, July 1. Delegates to Congress knew this was the day 

they'd have to vote "yes" or "no" on independence. The "Minute" 

may be seen at approximately 8:57 PM, ET, at the conclusion of 

"The Waltons." 

The "Minute" of Friday, July 2 is narrated by former 

Senator William Fulbright. Delegates felt tension building as 

they took their seats at Congress for the morning session. The 

"Minute" is to be broadcast at approximately 8:57 PM, ET, prior 

to the first station break in the movie "Don't Drink the Water." 

Marian Anderson narrates the "Minute" of Saturday, July 3. 

Delegates to Congress debated Jefferson's four-page-long document 

proclaiming America's independence. The "Minute" may be seen at 

approximately 8: 27 PM, ET, at the conclusion of "The Jeffersons." 

Mrs. Gerald R. Ford narrates the "Minute" of Sunday, 

July 4. The Declaration of Independence was adopted with little 

ceremony. John Adams knew what the future had in store. The 

Americans, he said, "would pay with toil and treasure and bloodshed 

to maintain this independence." The "Minute" is to be broadcast 

at approximately 8:57 PM, ET, during the special presentation 

"In Celebration of US." 

* * * 



Bicentenni 
June 18, 1976 

The full drama of our nation J 

birth. Tol.d as it happened 
"200 years ago today:' 

MRS. GERALD R. FORD, VICE PRESIDENT NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER, 

WILLIAM FULBRIGHT, MARIAN ANDERSON TO NARRATE 

"BICENTENNIAL MINUTES," JULY 1, 2, 3, 4 

Vice President Nelson A. Rockefeller, former Senator 

William Fulbright, Marian Anderson and Mrs. Gerald R. Ford 

will appear in and narrate the "Bicentennial Minutes" series 

on Thursday, July 1, Friday, July 2, Saturday, July 3 and 

Sunday, July 4, respectively. 

Shell Oil Company, represented by Ogilvy & Mather, Inc., 

is the full sponsor for the "Bicentennial Minutes" series. 

The segments in which Mrs. Ford, Vice President Rockefeller 

and Fulbright appear were taped in Washington on Monday (June 

14) and Tuesday (June 15). The taping for Mrs. Ford took place 

in the First Lady's garden at the White House. Miss Anderson's 

"Minute" had previously been taped in New York City. 

Vice President Rockefeller's "Minute" is to be broadcast 

Thursday, July 1 at approximately 8:57 PM, ET, at the conclusion 

of "The Wal tons." Fulbright's "Minute" on Friday, July 2 may be 

seen at approximately 8:57 PM, ET, prior to the first station 

break in the movie "Don't Drink the Water." Miss Anderson's 

"Minute" on Saturday, July 3 is to be broadcast at approximately 

8:27 PM, ET, at the conclusion of "The Jeffersons." Mrs. Ford's 

"Minute" on Sunday, July 4 may be seen at approximately 8:57 

PM, ET, during the special presentation "In Celebration of US." 

* * * CBS TELEVISION NETWORK, PRESS INFORMATION, 51WEST52 STREET, NEWYORK,NY.10019 

.. 
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The full drama of our nation's 
birth. Told as it happened 

"200 years ago today:' 

June 18, 1976 ~ , 

~ w. c...JZ. c """" 
MRS. GERALD R. FORD, VICE PRESIDENT NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER, ~ 

WILLIAM FULBRIGHT, MARIAN ANDERSON TO NARRATE 1 \.. f'-t- s( 
"BICENTENNIAL MINUTES," JULY 1, 2, 3, 4 ~<.A. S '-'"f 1 

t r'.r 
!~ Vice President Nelson A. Rockefeller, former Senator \ 'M.li-...v7C, 

William Fulbright, Marian Anderson and Mrs. Gerald R. Ford ~. ~(,o 
will appear in and narrate the "Bicentennial Minutes" series 

on Thursday, July 1, Friday, July 2, Saturday, July 3 and 

Sunday, July 4, respectively. 

Shell Oil Company, represented by Ogilvy & Mather, Inc., 

is the full sponsor for the "Bicentennial Minutes" series. 

The segments in which Mrs. Ford, Vice President Rockefeller 

and Fulbright appear were taped in Washington on Monday {June 

14) and Tuesday (June 15). The taping for Mrs. Ford took place 

in the First Lady's garden at the White House. Miss Anderson's 

"Minute" had previously been taped in New York City. 

Vice President Rockefeller's "Minute" is to be broadcast 

Thursday, July 1 at approximately 8:57 PM, ET, at the conclusion 

of "The Waltons." Fulbright's "Minute" on Friday, July 2 may be 

seen at approximately 8:57 PM, ET, prior to the first station 

break in the movie "Don't Drink the Water." Miss Anderson's 

"Minute" on Saturday, July 3 is to be broadcast at approximately 

8:27 PM, ET, at the conclusion of "The Jeffersons." Mrs. Ford's 

"Minute" on Sunday, July 4 may be seen at approximately 8:57 

PM, ET, during the special presentation "In Celebration of US." 

* * * 
CBS TELEVISION NETWORK, PRESS INFORMATION, 51 WEST 52 STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10019 
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Mrs. Fo~d to Ap~ ~ii~~; I 
Bicentennial Minutes Series~~~ 

Mrs. Gerald R. Ford will deliver the Bicentennial ·n­
ute. scheduled for July 4 on CBS, marking the second an-

• niversary of the nightly series. It is to air at appl'l)iiroate- II 
ly 8:57 p.m. during the network's day-long 11In Celebr~tion 
of Us" Bicentennial programming. 1 

. . 

I 
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