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PRESIDENT'S FILES 
Letter delivered personally by Mrs. Ford 
to Pearl Baily during 11A Tribute to Pearl Baily" 
on the Take It From Here television show 1/20/76. 

January 19, 1976 

Dear Pearl: 

On atage or off, you lif)ht.en heart• and 
brighten day• wberewr you 90. I join 
your many. maa.y frienda and fana every­
where i• t.outinq yoar f abalou ~-~ 
•• a perfozmer and a warm ...S lorin9 
person. 

Keep on beia9 Pearl. 

With e.-.ry good wish, 

Iii•• Pearl Bailey 
IC33 Melria A..._ae 
Rorthrid9e, callfornia 9132• 
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N014 nv· 
PIRS:., F~RD~fEARL BAILEY 
BY FRANCIS LEWINE 

WAS.HINGTON CAP> -- flRSl LADY BETIY FORD JOINED TODAY lN A TELEVISION 
SALUI~.~l.O Sl~GER PEARL BAILEY, wHO WAS GIVEN A ''SURPRISE"• FAREVELL 
AS ·sHE· 'PREPARES· IO £ND HER ST AE CAREER r HIS VE.EK. 

MRS. FORD JOlNEO A NUMBER OF CELEBRITIES ON IHE TEL£VISION SHOW 
9 'TAK£ IT FROM HER~'' CWRC·NBC·TV> WHO GATHERED FOR THE TAPING OF AN 
HOUR-LONG SHOW KONORING MISS BAILEY. IT WILL SE SHOWN WEDNESDAY 
MORN ING. 

PEARL HAD LAUNCKED INTO AN INTERVIEW UN IriE SHOW AND WAS EXPRESSING 
KiR FONDNESS FOR MRS. FORD, ~riEN IH~ FIRST LADY MAD~ HER APP£ARANC~ 
O~ ST AGE. 

MRS. FORD PERSONALLY DELIVERED A LeTIER FROM THE PRESIDENT TOASTING 
MISS BAILEY'S ••FABULOUS TALENT AS A PERFORMiR AND A WOMAN AND A 
LOVING. PERSON.'' 

THE PRESIDENT SAID, ''ON STAGE OR OFF VOU 1.IGHi£N HEAfltT:S ANO 
BRIGHTEN DAYS WHEREVER YOU GO.'' 

AMONG THE CELEBRITIES ON HAND WAS LYNDA BIRD ROBB, DAUGHTER OF 
FORMER PRESIDENT LYNDON S. JOHNSON, WHO SAID Or HER MOTHER, NOW 
RESIDING ON IHE LBJ TEXAS RANCH, ''SHE'S GLAD Iu BE WHERE SHE IS.'' 

FORM£R· PRESIDENT NIXON SENT :'ilSS BAILEY A 1ELEGRAM RECALLING HER 
··suPERB PERFORMANCES'' AT THE WHI!E HOUSE AND SAYING, ''SHE HAS 
BROUGHT LAUGKTER, JOY AND ENT~RTAIN~ENT TU AUDIENCES ALL OVER THE 
WORLD.'' 

PR.ESI_D~N'I fURO NMtED MISS BAILEY RECENTLY TO THE U. S. Df:LEGAIION AT 
THE tJNIT'iD' NATIONS AMO NIXON SAID HER CONIR!BUTION THi.Ri ••1s 
APPRECIATED BY ALL OF us.·· 

MISS BAILEY PLANS TO END HER LUNG CAREER SATURDAY NIGHT WITH A FINAL 
P~RFOR~ANCE IN TKE MUSICAL, '' ~ELLO DULLY,'' AT TH£ KENN£DY CENT~R 
HERi.. 

01·20·76 15&46EST 
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•P-121 
C900DBYE DOLLY> 

tASHIN81'01 CUPI> •• VEUIIG A RED HAT WITH TALL RED FEd 
IDSER OF THE: UNITED sr ATES' DELEGATION TO THE UI !TED NAT I 
PRISmENT AID llRS. FORD VEDIESDAY "ISHT FROM THE STAS or 
HOUSE AT THE IEINEDY CEITER FOR THE PERFORIIIG ARTS. 

THE 9'EETIIGS CAE FROI! EITERTAINER PEARL BAB.EY, VHO IA• '1.ATINQ • ·. ' 
THE ROLE OF DOLLY II •HELLO DOLLY" AND WHO SAYS SHE IS REttlJH fRON 
TM! STACE SATURDAY TO DEVOTE MORE TIME TO HER NEW ROLE AS A •IPLO!AT. 

AT THE END OF THE SHOW, THE HOUSE LIGHTS CAii! ON AID MISS BAILEY, 
LOOIIIG UP TOWARD THE PRESIDEIT IAL BOX, HA ll.ED IRS. FORD UYUI, .. I 
PEEL VARM JUST IN HER PRE§:NCE." TO FORD SHE SAIDt "YOU KIOI, SIR, OF 
THE AFFECT ION I FEEL FOR THE SENTLEMAN, TKE PRESIDENT•• 

THEii SHE PUt 01 A 15 MINU?E DISPLAY or VAUDEVILLE. ,-
FORD TOLD REPORTERS THAT HE VENT BACKSTAGE TO 9RE£T Miii lt1LEY 

AnER THE SHOW. ACCOfllPANYillG THE FORDS ON THEIR NIGHT OUT ... l[N, 
AID MRS. ROIERT GRIFFIN, R·MICH,; REP. AND MRS. JOHN JARll•• •·OICLA., 
AID FORMER ILLINOIS CONGRESSMAN HAROLD COLLIER AID MRS. Oll.1.111. 

UPI 01-22 09159 AES 

~- ~----

U F-105 
CSECRETARY OF STAT! BETTY> 

~ASHINGTON cupn -- WITHOUT RE AL IZING IT , BETTY FORD ALMOST GOT 
THE EGYPT.JANS AND T.HE ISRAELIS TOGETHER TUESDAY -- Al.MOST BUT NOT 
r.UITE . 

THE OCCASION WAS A TAPED TELEVISED SHvW HONORING SINGER PEARL 
PAILEY, WHO IS LEAVING SHOW BUSINESS . SOME OF HER CELEBRITY AND 
nrPLO~AT IC FRIENDS FROM THE WASHINGTON SCENE WERE INVITED TO TAKE 
PART -- lNctUD ING MRS. FORD -- AND SHOWED UP ON THE SET OF THE 
~UD IO . 

AMONG THEM WERE EGYPTIAN AMBASSADO R ASHRAF GORBAL AN D ISRAELI 
~ MBASSADOP. SIMCHA DIN ITZ . THE PRODUCERS WERE FLUSTERED , KNOWING THE 
TMO DIPLOMATS DID NOT WANT TO BE WITH EACH OTHER . 

BUT OOTH WERE TAKEN TO A HOLDING ROOM WHERE THERE WERE TWO DOORS . 
GORBAL AND ONE OF HIS STAFFERS ST AYED ON ONE SIDE OF THE ROOM AND 
DINlTZ AND AN AIDE HELD FORTH ON THE OTHER SIDE . . 

THEY IGNORED EACH THER . TURNED THEIR BACKS ON EACH OTHER . BUt 
l=' ACH GRACIOUSLY GREETED MRS . FORD WHEN SHE WALKED IN. 

HER REMARKS INDICATED THAT THE ROOTS OF THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT 
PAVE ESCAPED HER . SHE SHOOK HANDS WITH A SMILI NG DINITZ AND 
COf'! PL ![';ENTEC HIM ON A RECENT TELEVISION PRO GR AM SHE HAD SEEN . 

• I ENJOYED WATCHI~G YOU THE OTHER EVENING ," SHE SAID. "I' M STILL 
TRYING TO FIGURE IT <THE MIDE AST SITUATION) OUT . IF I WATCH MOR~ 
CAR EF UL LY ••• " 

D!NITZ TOLD HER SOOTHHJGLY, " IT ' S A VERY COMPLEX PROBLEM ." 
"I SAID TO MY HUSBAND -- EXPLAIN IT," MRS. FORD SA ID , RE FERR ING 

T~E PALESTINIAN DEBATE BEFORE THE UNITED NATI ONS. 
" HONEY," SHE QUOTED THE PRESIDENT AS SAYING . " IT WILL TAKE HOURS 

~.MD HOURS ." 
" IT IS BECAUSE OF THE GREAT STATESMANSHIP OF YOUR HUSBAND AND THE 

SECPETARY OF STATE ," CINITZ WAS OVERHEARD TO SAY . 
UP I 0 1 -'> 0 04 : 12 PE S 
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~-,. DW 
MRS. FORD-PEARlii-'BAlLEY 
BY: FRANCIS LEl·UfE ... 

. WASHINGTON ~(APl -- FilRST LflDY BETTY .FORO ·JOINED'~:·h·onAY IN A Jtii.EvlSION 
~AL UTE IO SINGER PEARL BAILEY, WHO WAS GIVEN A. ~··:;,SURPRISE'' FAl\ltVELL 
AS SHE PREPARES to END HER .sI.AE CA.REER .THIS WEEK. ,, <t:;'. .. .• 
'" MRS. FORD J()lNi;O~,-~ NUMBE;R. or C~EBRITlES 0N?tfi$ .IELEV1Sl0N SHOW 

l A~E IT FROM HERE C-WRC·N~C'.'9TV->·· WHO GATHE.RED,;.,.~OR; THE TAP ING or AN 
~gN~I~~~G SHOW HONORING MISS S-~lLEY. tT' WILL BE ~~W-N. WEDNESDAY . 

PEARL HAD LAUNCHED INTO AN INTERVIEW ON THE S!"fC)\{ AND,-WAS ·EXP.RE:SSING 
HER FONDNESS FOR MRS. FORD, WHEN THE FIRST LADY ·MADE ·:HER'·APPEARANCE ON STAGE. . 

. MRS • . FOR? P~~SONALLY DELIVERED· A LETTER FROM THE PRES-IDENT T:0AST ING 
MISS BAILEY S FABULOUS I.ALEN! AS A PERFORMER AND A WOMAN AND A 
LOVING PERSON.'' . 

. THE PRESIDEN:t SAID, ''ON. STAGE OR OFF YOU LIGHTEN HEARTS AND 
BRIGHT EN DAYS WHEREVER YOU :ao •. •. . . ·- ·'~~"- . 

. AMONG THE Cgl~BR IT IES QN~ HANO WAS LYNDA BIRD ROBB , DAUGHTER OF 
FORMER PRESIDENT L YNDONi~·B . J-OHN?ON, WHO SAID or HER MOTHER NOW 
RE.SID IN~ o.N IHE LBJ tEx4s. RANCH, "· s~· s GLAD ·1"o BE WHERE SHE 1s ... , · 
, •; FORMER PRESIDENT Nf~ON. SENT .MISS BAILEY A TELEGRAM RECALLIN<tdiJER 

.SUPERB PERFORMAN~ES AT. ~HE WHITE HOUSE AND· SAYI-NG, " "SHE HAS> 
BJfOUGHT LAUGHTER, JOY ANO ENTERTAINMENT TO AUDIEN·c·E·S ·"'L·· ov·ER .. TUE WORLD.'' . . -~ . .,,,_ 

PRESI,DENT FORD NAMED MISS BAILEY RECENTLY TO THE u.s~ DELEGAflON AT 
THE UNII~D NAT IONS ANO NIXON SAID HER CONIRIBUT ION :T HERE •''IS ,._ · 
A~f.RECIAtED BY .. ALL OF US4:-'t' · 

" Miss BAILEY PLANS ro~EN~. HER t()NG CAREER SATURDAY>:_ s!iu·· wir.i(f.~'. 'FINAL 
~i:~~RMANCE IN lHE MUSICAL·• ~~·HELLO DOLL y," AT THE,,'KENl\EDY CENUR 

01-20-76 15:46EST 

UP- 09R 
(BETTY) 

<BY HELEN THOMAS> . . .. 
WASHINGTON (UP!) -- B tTY D SAYS HER SvN .. ACK IS A "GO.OP 

------
PCLITICIAW' BUT SHE WOULDN'T W_I~H THE ·~ ENC ON ,JM . 
- sPE ALSO .PRED ICTED THAT THERE WOULD BE A WOMAN PRESIDENl.;COME DAY, 

AND S L ITH THE APPOINTMENT OF ANNE ARMSTRONG -AS U. S. AMBA'SSADOR T 
GREAT BR IT A IN, HER HUSBAND WOULD BE NOMINATING: OTHER w-OMEN r.e :TOP 
JO.BS IN THE FUTURE. SHJI:. DECLINED TO BE SPEC-X'fIC . 

MRS. FORD TALKED WIT}{ REPORTERS AT NBc- 1v·: sruo1os WHERE SHE TOOK 
' PART IN A T~ED TELRVISED SHOW HONOR ING PEARl BAILEY WHO IS MAKING 
J!ER FAREWE~iTO S.HOW BUSINESS WITH A PRODUCT ION OF "HELLO DOLLY." 

, TttE FIR~t UDY, XEEPUIG UP TO DATE ON THE., POLITICAL FRONT, 
, COMMENTED ON THE IOtlA PARTY CAUCUSES "l WAS ABSOLUTELY AMAZED,, I WAS 
• !SURPRISED At; JIMMY· CARTER• S ST REN GT H". ~ 

C'RTER, WHOM MRS° • . FORD MET WHEN HE VIAS GOVE~:ff0R '~/i,~0,~GIA, LED 
THE ROSTER OF DEMOCRAT IC CANDlDATES -- ONE OF W~,OM ·g~:,.'Jl'E ;f{ER 
HUSBAND'S 'RIVAL IN !HE PRESIDENTIAL RACE. . - ·" 

MRS. FoRe;.~LSO.SAID SHE THOUGHT HER HUS8AND '? .SI&:ll'oF'IKf!!NTQN 
ADDRE·SS MONDAY "WAS TOO LONG~. HIS -DEL IVERY RAN .~LOS!~fo Arr·HQUR. 
MRS . FORD S/l-10 , "I LIKE TO SEE A 35-MIM J!TE PRE.SENTATION." 

ASKED _IF SHE WOULD LIKE TO SEE _.JACK, 2~.._AS f!BJ!'.'.!! !i!Ef\l( SOME DAY, 
SHE RE·PLIED: "J WOULDN··T WISH THAT ON HIM , " BU! ADDED :'•}{E'.$;·-A1'.;f~OD 

·POLITICIAN." 41 · ~:~"": . -

AS THE PRESIDENT'S SON, JA.CK IS HAVING "DIFf!CUI..TlES" U-lUl~G A 
JOB, SHE SAIP, BECAUSE SO MANY OF THE ENVIRCHf"E.NTAL ,f>ROJECT$>_WHICH 
:INTERESTED HIM ABE FEDERALLY FUNDED AND LEAVE·-·H.'IM OP£~-- TO P-O:$SIBLE 
CHARGES OF Nl::POT JSM. . . 

ASKE!:' IF~ SHE ST ILL GAVE ~CK AO VICE,_ SHE SHv\.iK HER HEAD , °''~£' S 2·3 
:,.fil.Ot·:sJO SHE EX?l..A !IED . . - -
~~ HE MADE 'J! CLEAR SHE THOUGHT JAC·K HAD BERN-- F,:ORTHR-IGHT 1w;.::A 
:NE~1Sf>A PER !~~~VIEW IN WHICH HE ADMITTED HE- HAP· .tR lE;JJ.: .. JfAR).- ~· .. . ,A. W}i ILE 
~E t>(~S A co,L.'t '£.tlE" STUDENT . " -. ;. -.;: - . . . E A G9,~-,;s_ . . :--.~~.. ·•. :ND SA ID 
_g.HAT ·Wlk TMC"GliI, SHE SAID. " · · · _!...~·~'·:··-" ... ,;. , ... -

IN THE PEARL BAILEY SPEC!AL,, MRS . FORD READ:~.f\· WI~:';"FROM/~flt.E: 
PRESlrENT' WH:O LAST FALL A'PPO_ INT. ED rHE SINGER .. r·q~ THE•'.Jm.IT.$0,#!'AT IONS 
DELF:GPTION . "OR S1'~C9i OR ··Off •.-. '(OU LIGHTEN Hf'AJ!TS .A;flU«:RRJ~EN 

"'AY S i 0•
1H ERE- YO GO , "' THE T F.1.. EGR AM '.~E AD • "KEEP. ON 'B E'.lN-G: ~P~1Jt-. ':.-.~ 

nAC:: C IG~~f.· f' " 1 " • '· • • • • • ., .• , -•• ;:- ,~ 1 
{ . . ,... .... ,, ., . ~ 

I 01-20.!5:36 PES 




