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FIRST LADY
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I thought you would

:

February 5, 1976

Dear Jim:
Enclosed is an
of you from Mrs.

enjoy having it.
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. PRESIDENT'S FILES
Letter delivered personally by Mrs. Ford

to Pearl Baily during "A Tribute to Pearl Baily"”
on the Take It From Here television show 1/20/76.

January 19, 1976

Dear Pearl:

On stage or off, you lighten hearts and
brighten days vherever you go. I join
your many, many friends and fans every-
where in toasting your fabulous talent
as a performer and a warm and loving
person.

Keep on being Pearl.
With every good wish,

/5/ Qi

Miss Pearl Bailey
8433 Melvin Avenue
Rorthridge, California 91324
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°§qashe had tri}dtogetaplugi
for”the ‘Equal Rights. Amendment in-

c%’uded in her husband’s:State of
Union address ‘on Monday, but ‘there’s

sbmuchto 3 ver. Asitwasl'thougmn

mmutes' Mrs. Ford said she was|

“absolutely amazed” at for Georgla

Govi Jimmy Carter’s show:of strength in}

thelowa caucus. -
$¥amda Robb:(whose hisband. Chuck:
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§QRD~PEARL BAILEY

ANCIS LEWINE

,‘ulneron (AP) -- FIRST LADY BETTY FORD JOINED TODAY IN A TELEVISION
~T0 SINGER PEARL BAILEY, WHO WAS GIVEN & "SURPRISE" FAREVELL

SHE PREPARES IO END HER STAE CAREER THIS WEEK.

~ MRS. FORD JOINED A NUMBER OF CELEBRITIES ON THE TELEVISION SHOW

*"TAKE IT FROM HERE®® (WRC-NBC-TV) WHU GATHERED FOR THE TAPING OF aN

HOUR=-LONG SHOW HONORING MISS BAILEY. IT WILL BE SHOWN WEDNESDAY

MORN ING.

PEARL HAD LAUNCHED INTO AN INTERVIEW ON THE SHOW AND WAS EXPRESSING

HER gononass FOR MRS. FORD, WHEN THE FIRST LADY MADE HER APPEARANCE

ON STAGE.

MRS, FORD PERSONALLY DELIVERED A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENI TOASTING

MISS BAILEY'S °'°"FABULOUS TALENT AS A PERFURMER aND A WOMAN AND 4

LOVING PERSON."'

THE PRESIDENT SAIDs ''ON STAGE OR OFF YOU LIGHTEN HEARTS AND

BRIGHIEN DAYS WHEREVER YOU GO.''

: AMONG THE CELEBRITIES ON HAND WAS LYNDA BIRD ROBB, DAUGHTER UF

' FORMER PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON, WHO SAID OF HER MUTHER, NOW

RESIDING ON THE LBJ TEXAS RANCH, '""SHE'S GLAD TU BE WHERE SHE IS.'®

FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON SENT MISS BAILEY A TELEGRAM RECALLING HER S

** SUPERB PERFORMANCES®® AT THE WHITE HOUSE AND SAYING, ''SHE HAS e R

BROUGHT LAUGHTER, JOY AND ENTERTAINMENT TU AUDIENCES ALL OVER THE S co

WORLD.'*
ikl “HID~ T FORD NAMED MISS BAILEY RECENTLY TO THE U.S. DELEGATION AT

THE UNITED NATIONS AND NIXON SAID HER CONIRIBUTION THERE '*1S
AP#RECIAIED BY ALL OF US.'*

MISS BAILEY PLANS TO END HER LUNG CAREER SATURDAY NIGHT WITH A FINAL

PERFORMANCE IN IHE HUSICAL, "?HELLO DOLLY,'® AT THE KENNEDY CENTER

HEREQ P AR i s
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WASHINGTON (UPI) =~ WEARING A RED HAT WITH TALL RED FEA

| ‘. , —
MEMEER OF THE UNITED STATES® DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NAT IONS SAL UTED
PRESIDENT AND MRS, FORD VEDNESDAY NIGHT FROM THE STAGE OF THE OPERA

HOUSE AT THE KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS. i
~ THE GREETINGS CAME FROM ENTERTAINER PEARL BAILEY, WHO WAS PLAYING
THE ROLE OF DOLLY IN "HELLO DOLLY™ AND WHO SAYS SHE 1S RETIRISG@ FROM
THE STAGE SATURDAY TO DEVOTE MORE TIME TO HER NEW ROLE AS A DIPLOMAT.
AT THE END OF THE SHOVW, THE HOUSE L 1GHTS CAME ON AND M1SS BAILEY,
LOOKING UP TOVARD THE PRESIDENTIAL BOX, HAILED MRS, FORD SAYING, "I
FEEL WARM JUST IN HER PRESENCE.” TO FORD SHE SAID: "YOU KNOW, SIR, OF
THE AFFECTION I FEEL FOR THE GENTLEMAN, THE PRESIDENT." '

THEN SHE PUT ON A 15 MINUTE DISPLAY OF VAUDEVILLE,

; FORD TOLD REPORTERS THAT HE WENT BACKSTAGE TO GREET MI1SS$ EY
 AFTER THE SHOW. ACCOMPANYING THE FORDS ON THEIR NIGHT OUT WERE SEN.
AND MRS, ROBERT GRIFFIN, R-MICH.; REP. AND MRS. JOHMN JAR ~0KLA .,

AND FORMER ILLINOIS CONGRESSMAN HAROLD COLLIER AND MRS, g:{
UPI §1-22 89159 AES
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(SECRETARY OF STATE BETTIY)
WASHINGTON (UPI) -- WITHOUT REALIZING IT, BETTY FORD ALMOST GOT

THE EGYPT.IANS AND THE ISRAELIS TOGETHER TUESDAY -- ALMOST BUT NOT
~UITE.

THE OCCASION WAS A TAPED TELEVISED SHuW HONORING SINGER PEARL

BAILEY, WHO IS LEAVING SHOW BUSINESS. SOME OF HER CELEBRITY AND

D IPLOMATIC FRIENDS FROM THE WASHINGTON SCENE WERE INVITED TO TAKE
PART =-- INCLUDING MRS. FORD =-- AND SHOWED UP ON THE SET OF THE
cTUDIO.

AMONG THEM WERE EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR ASHRAF GORBAL AND ISRAELI

~AMBASSADOR SIMCHA DINITZ., THE PROCDUCERS WERE FLUSTERED, KNOWING THE
Tw@ DIPLOMATS DID NCOT WANT TO BE WITH EACH OTHER,

- BUT BOTH WERE TAKEN TC A HOLDING ROOM WHERE THERE WERE TWO DOORS.

CORBAL AND ONE OF HIS STAFFERS STAYED ON ONE SIDE OF THE ROOM AND
DINITZ AND AN AIDE HELD FORTH ON THE OTHER SIDE.

THEY IGNCRED EACH OTHER. TURNED THEIR BACKS ON EACH OTHER. BUT

EFACH GRACICUSLY GREETED MRS, FORD WHEN SHE WALKED IN.

HER REMARKS INDICATED THAT THE ROOTS OF THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT

HAVE ESCAPED HER. SHE SHOOK HANDS WITH A SMILING DINITZ AND
COMPL IMENTEC HIM ON A RECENT TELEVISION PROGRAM SHE HAD SEEN,

"1 ENJOYED WATCHING YOU THE OTHER EVENING," SHE SAID. "1I'M STILL

TRYING TO FIGURE IT (THE MIDEAST SITUATION) CUT. IF 1 WATCH MORE
CAREFULLY,..."

DINITZ TOLD HER SOOTHINGLY, "IT'S A VERY COMPLEX PROBLEM,"
"1 SAID TO MY HUSBAND =-- EXPLAIN IT," MRS. FORD SAID, REFERRING

THE PALESTINIAN DEBATE BEFORE THE UNITED NATIONS,

“HONEY,” SHE QUOTED THE PRESIDENT AS SAYING. "IT WILL TAKE HOURS

AND HOURS,"

"IT IS BECAUSE OF THE CGREAT STATESMANSHIP GF YOUR HUSBAND AND THE

SECRETARY OF STATE,” DINITZ WAS OVERHEARD TO SAY,

UPI 21-08 B4:12 PES




uas. FORD - PEARL aa;wv

BT‘FRANEIS LE®INE s
 WASHINGTON “CAPY. ~-- PIRSI LADY BETTY FORD Joxnéﬂ TODAY IN A FELEVISION

SALUIE T0 SINGER PEARL BAILEY, WHO WAS GIVEN A ':suRPRISE" FAﬁEﬁELL

AS: SHE PREPARES TO END HER STAE CAREER THIS WEEK.

. _MRS. FORD JOINED A NUMBER OF CELEBRITIES ON: THEAIELEUISION‘SHDU

"’TAKE IT FROM HERE'® (WRC-NBC-TV)" WHO GATHERED. FOR THE TAPING OF AN

Hggn LONG SHOW HONORING nrss ‘BAILEY, zr WILL BE sggvn UEDNEsnazgi

MORNING.

'PEARL HAD LAUNCHED INTO AN INTERVIEW ON THE SHOW AND. .WAS EXPRESSING
gER ;ongnzss FOR MRS. FORD, WHEN THE FIRST LADY MADE HER' APPEARANCE

N STAGE.

MRS. FORD PERSONALLY DELIVERED A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT TOASTING
MISS BAILEY'S "FABULOUS TALENT AS A PERFORMER AND A WOMAN AND A
LOVING PERSON."

- THE PRESIDENT SAID, °""ON STAGE OR OFF YOU LIGHTEN HEARrs AND
BRIGHTEN DAYS WHEREVER YOU 50,°'*

~ AMONG THE CELEBRITIES ON HAND WAS LYNDA BIRD ROBB, DAU&%IER;OF
FORMER PRESIDENT LYNDON:B. Jonuson, WHO SAID OF HER MOTHER, NOW
RESIDING ON IH-ujBJ‘TEXAS-RANCH "'SHE'S GLAD T0 BE WHERE SHE 18.
FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON SENT. HISS BAILEY A TELEGRAM RECALLING HER
' “SUPERB PERFORMANCES'® AT THE WHITE HOUSE AND SAYING, ""SHE HAS-
8333331 LAUGHTER, 40? AND ENTERTAINMENT IO AUDIENGCES ALL OVER THE

PRESIDENT roxn NAMED MISS BAILEY RECENTLY TO THE US. DELEGAIIDN AT
THE UNITED NATIONS AND NIXON SAID HER CONTRIBUTION rHERE 18
ARPRECIA?ED BY. ALL OF us,.**

MISS BAILEY PLANS TQ ‘END HER LONG CAREER SATURDA? uleﬁr wxru.g FINAL

§E§§°R”“"°E IN THE MUSICALy "'HELLO DOLLY,'' AT THE 'KENNEDY CENTER
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(BETTY) :
MAS
= ugggxgg%gk 25%13 -- BEITY FORD %AES ;ER sggc Agg IiMA *G0OD
e ww WOULDN'T WISH THE PRE® e TRy
PCLITIbgﬁgo gggB?é%ED THAT THERE WOULD BE A WOMAN PRESIDENTJ8OME DAY,
“AND SAID WITH THE APPOINTMENT OF ANNE ARMSTRONG AS U.S. AMBAssADgR TO
GREAT BRITAIN, HER HUSBAND WOULD BE NOMINAT ING OTHER WOMEN T8 T0
“JoBS IN THE FUTURE, SHE DECLINED TO BE SPECIF1IC, 4
‘MRS, FORD TALKED VITH REPORTERS AT NBC-TV: srubxos WHERE SHE :
% PART IN A TAPED TELEVISED SHOW HONORING PEARL BAILEY WHO IS MAKIN
HER FAREVELL TO SHOW BUSINESS WITH A PRODUCTION OF "HELLO DOLLY.”
THE FIRST LADY, XEEPING UP TO DATE ON THE. POLITICAL FRONT, 28
COMMENTED ON.THE IONA PARTY g;uggggs "1 WAS ABSOLUTELY AMAZEB. I
5 S Y CARTER'S STR i _
aéQLRggérgg,Agkggmgns. FORD MET WHEN HE WAS GOVERNOR Qf ;ORGIA, LED
i”THE ROSTER OF DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES -- ONE OF WHOM GOULD
“HUSBAND °S RIVAL IN THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE., - ,
. MRS, FORD:ALSO SAID SHE THOUGHT HER HUSBAND'S SIAJ
‘ADDRESS MONDAY ";ﬁil!ELLﬂﬂﬁ* HIS DELIVERY RAN CLOSE TO AN ‘HOUR.
MRS, FORD SAID, "I LIKE 10 PRESENTAT 10N, "
_ASKED rr*saa.w L LIKE TO SEE

5 “WHICH
0B, SHE SAID BECAUSE SO MANY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL Pﬁoagcrs_w
gNTERFqTED HIM AFE FEDERALLY FUNDED AND LEAVE HIM OPEN:TO POSSIBLE
CHARGES OF NEPOT ISM. 2
YASKED TRASHE fTTL GAVE JACK ADUICE, SHE SHGGK HER HEAD.#8H
. NOv,” SHE EXPLATIED. :
= —SﬁE MADEXIT CLEAR SHE THOUGKT JACK HAD BEEN FORTHR;GHT 1ﬁsa

HE x»aq A COLLEGE STIDENT. "L THINK HE ‘
2 . IBHT," SHE SAID.
v Im THE PEARL BAILEY SPECIAL, MRS. FORD READ

.DFLFCPTION.

wAYS WHERE™ 2% LEATL:
whs SISHEL - | | 75
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