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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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December 16, 157

Ut

MEMORANDUM FOR EAST EXECUTIVE AVENUE PERMIT HOLDERS

0 Ve
FROM: MIKE FARRELL /;’ /},ﬂmm
SUBJECT: East Executive Avenue fPa;”i:kinq

Wednesday, December 17, 1975
Friday, December 19, 1975

On Wednesday, December 17, President and Mrs. Ford are haviung a
Christmas Ball for Members of the Congress. To accommodate the
guests it will be necessary for any staff who must remain after 7 p.m.
to repark their cars diagonally. A parking officer will be present to
direct you. If you will be working on the Ball and it will not be possible
to move your car at 7 p.m., please leave your keys in an envelope along
with a note describing vour car (license number, etc.) at the Officer's
desk in the East Lobby., They will repark your car for you and will
leave the keys at the Officer's desk with a note indicating where your
car is located.

On Friday, December 19, President and Mrs. Ford will have a party
for White House press. The above instructions will apply except it will

be necessary for you to move your car at 6:00 p.m.

Thank you very much for your assistance.



iTor immediate release

W

& ednesday, Dec. 17, 1975

NOTICE TO THE PRESS

COVERAGE OF THE CHRISTMAS BALL - WEDs, DEC, 17

Note: Photographers will need a ladder to cover. Black tie for writers,
but not necessary for photographers.

8:30 p. m.

9:15 p. m.

9:25 p.m.

9:40 p. m.

Pickup in press lobby for writers and photographers who
wish to cover arrival of guests, Coverage will be inside,
on the ground floor at the Diplomatic Reception Room.

POOL coverage of the President and Mrs. Ford and Susan
greeting Christmas carolers inside West Hall.

POOL:
© photographers writers
AP AP
UPI UPI
Newsweek Time
Star-News Wash Post

Net Pool Crew

Press moves from Diplomatic Reception Room to Grand
Foyer to cover photo of the President and Mrs. Ford and
Susan 23t Grand Staircase.

Press to East Room for opening shots of Presidential welcome
and beginning of dancing.

END OF PHOTO COVERAGE
Writers and reporters may mingle.



For Immediate Release
"Wednesday, December 17, 1975 »!

THE WHITE HOUSE !
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs, Ford

The President and Mrs, Ford will host a Christmasv Ball for Members of
Congress on Wednesday, December 17 at 9:00 PM., It is black-tie and will
be held on the State Floor of the White House.

Appréximately’ 1,000 guests are expected. Included in the guest list are members
of the House of Representatives and the Senate, Cabinet members and senior
White House staff.

Entertainment will be by New York pianist-orchestra leader Mike Carney, who

will provide music for dancing in the East Room. Mr. Carney has performed
at the White House twice before. A light buffet will be served in the State

Dining Room and the Marine Dance Combo will provide music in the Grand Hall,

Table coverings will utilize the overall “Old Fashioned Childrens Christmas" 5
theme of the White House Christmas decor this year. Tables will be draped -
with red cloths topped with patchwork fabric, The buffet table centerpieces |
will be Santa Claus and the Weathervane Raindeer (donated from Colonial Willx’amsb:rg);ﬁ
with Christmas greens and holly, Arrangements on the cabaret tables in the
dancing area will consist of hurricane lamps surrounded by mixed greens and
holly.

There will be two groups caroling as guests arrive, The 19th Street Baptist
Church carolers will be singing outside the entrance to the Diplomatic Reception

Room. ''"The Travellers,'” from Mount Vernon College will be singing in the
East Wing Hall,

# % # F

Press coverage details furnished separately




Dress:

Schedule of
Events:

THE WHITE HOUSE £

WASHINGTON

CHRISTMAS BALL
for
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

December 17, 1975
9:00 p. m. - 12:00 midnight

Black tie ... long dresses for the ladies

8:45 p. m.

9:25 p.m.

9:30 p. m.

9:35 p. m.

Your guests will arrive through the Diplomatic
Reception Room and the East Wing and will be
escorted to the State Floor.

The 19th Street Baptist Church caroler ill be
singing Christmas carols outside the entrance
to the Diplomatic E&Eﬁon Room as your
gueSts arrive. A second group, ['The Travellers, ¥
from Maunt Vernon College will be singing]in-th
East Wing Hall feryour guests who will arrive
through the East Gate.

he carolers will be invited into the west end of
he Ground Floor Hall which will be partitioned
from the remainder of the Ground Floor Hall.
Hot chocolate and cookies will be served.

You, Mrs, Ford, and Susan will be escorted via
elevator to the west end of the Ground Floor Hall
and greet the two groups. The church group will
number 30 people of all ages. The Mount Vernon
group of 10 are young people.

You, Mrs. Ford, and Susan will bid farewell to
the groups and will be escorted to the Family
Quarters via elevator.



e

\ 9:40 pP.m. You, Mrs. Ford, and Susah will descend the
Grand Staircase . . . paus'e at the foot of the
staircase for photographs . . . proceed to the
Grand Hall facing the East Room . . . pause
for announcement.

-

You, Mrs., Ford, and Susan will proceed into
the East Room to the dance band where a micro-
phone will be positioned. You will welcome
your guests and introduce Mr, Michael Carney
and his orchestra, ’

After you, Mrs, Ford, and Susan are photo-
graphed with the Michael Carney Orchestra,

you will join your guests for dancing.

NOTE: Buffet and mixed drinks will be served to your guests
in the State Dining Room.

You, Mrs., Ford, and Susan will bid farewell to
your guests and return to the Family Quarters.
NOTES:
Guest list is attached.

A Marine Dance Combo will be playing in the Grand
Hall.

A Marine harpist will be playing in the Diplomatic
Reception Room.

Military Social Aides will be present.
White House photographer will be present,

There will be press coverage.

Maria Downs



, ‘ Date Issued 12/12/75
- : By 1. Baker

Revised

- FACT SHEET

Mrs. Ford's Office
Event Christmas Ball
Group Members of Congress and their Spouses
DATE/TIME Wednesday, December 17, 1975 9:00 p.m.
Contact Linda Baker Phone 2927
Number of guests: Total approx. 1000 Women X Men X Children -~ -

Place State Floor -
Principals involved The President and Mrs. Ford

Participation by Principal yes - mingle informally Receivingline) no

Remarks required = no ‘
Background The President and Mrs. Ford are hosting a Christmas Ball for the

Members of Congress and their spouses. '

REQUIRFEMENTS :

Social: Guest list ves - Social Entertainments Office
' Invitations ves Programs no Menus no
Refreshments yes - Buffet, champagne, mixed drinks
Entertainment Dancing - the Mike Carney Orchestra
Decorations/flowers yes )
Music yes
Social Aides  yes
Dress Black Tie Coat check ves
Other =~ -

Press: Reporters TO BE RESOLVED
Photographers
TV Crews: A
White House Photographers yes Color yes Mono. - -
Other =~ - ’

Technical .
Support: Microphones  yes _ PA Other Rooms  no
Recording no :
Lights no
Transportation cars -- through the Southwest Gate
Parking South Drive and East Executive Avenue (closed off)

Housing - -
Other - - (Risers,stage,platforms) yes
Project Co-ordinator Linda Baker Phone 2927

Site diagrams should be attached if technical support is hcavy.




Press M.
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THE WHITE HOUSE 4 r!g;-.u
WIS T
[
Dec. /25

Patti,

Mrs. Ford is wearing
gown -- light blonde or ivory
brocade with darker broasade
spider mums design.
i Does not recall but almost
. positive President brought back
< from a far east trip but doesn't
! know when.

from Nancy



MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 17,

MEMO FOR APPOINTMENTS OFFICER
FROM: EAST WING PRESS OFFICE

SUBJECT: Christmas Ball at White House Tonight

Ms. Gayle Arnold
Arkansas Democrat
SS# 423-60-7576

July 17, 1935
Texarhana, Arkansas
Sarah McClendon
Lillian Levy

Jesse Stearns

Sue Watters

Betty Beale (Washington Star)

Isabelle Shelton (Washington Star)

1975
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FORD-PARTY

WASHINGTON (AP) -- PRESIDENT FORD INVITED THE ENTIRE CONGRESS TO A
WHITE HOUSE CHRISTMAS BALL TONIGHT, JUST AS THE CONTROVERSIAL TAX CUT
BILL WAS PASSED AND SENT TO HIM FOR AN EXPECTED VETO.

THE BIG 9 P.M. TO MIDNIGHT BLACK-TIE PARTY WAS BADLY TIMED FOR
CELEBRATION.

IT CAME AS CAPITOL HILL AND THE PRESIDENT WERE LOCKED IN A MAJOR
LEGISLATIVE CONFRONTATION THAT COULD AFFECT EVERY AMERICAN TAXPAYER.

BUT, PRESIDENT FORD ARRANGED AN EVENING OF CHRISTMAS CAROLING, .
SHOWING OFF THEIR OLD-FASHIONED CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS AND DANCING TO
THE MUSIC OF NEW YORK PIANIST-ORCHESTRA LEADER MIKE CARNEY AND A )
MARINE BAND COMBO. i

FOR ITS PART, SENATE AND HOUSE MEMBERS READILY PUT ASIDE THEIR RUSH
TO GET MAJOR LEGISLATION PASSED IN TIME TO GET HOME FOR A CHRISTMAS
RECESS. |

CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS ARRANGED '°'TO QUIT, READY OR NOT'' TO GET TO i
THE WHITE HOUSE BY 9 P.M. IN YEARS PAST, SIMILAR PRESIDENTIAL HOLIDAY
PARTIES, PARTICULARLY ONE BY PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON, WERE
DISRUPTED BY LAST-MINUTE LEGISLATIVE LOGJAMS. OVER 1,000 WERE ON THE
GUEST LIST FOR THE FORD'S BIGGEST PARTY OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON,
INCLUDING CABINET MEMBERS AND SENIOR WHITE HOUSE STAFFERS.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTSINCLUDED RED TABLE CLOTHS TOPPED WITH
PATCHWORK FABRIC, CARRYING OUT THE OLD-FASHIONED THEME, AND
CENTERPIECES ON THE BUFFET TABLE INCLUDED SANTA CLAUSES AND REINDEER.

TWO GROUPS OF CAROLERS WERE INVITED TO ENTERTAIN -- ONE FROM THE 19TH
ST. BAPTISH CHURCH AND ANOTHER FROM SUSAN FORD'S COLLEGE, MOUNT
VERNON.

12-17-75 15330EST
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Mr. Ford because “hehasn’t begn able to
onstituency he needs,” But he
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bumped away. onhme danee m)
band Martin, Betty and-Jerry
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dered through the. crowd of 1,000 muttermg, b
“Tmirying tofindmy wife.”
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Meanwhile those with Iesser dreams: set- L
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Ford and the. vaudeville acts about his tripp- Frt il
ing, I'm glad I'm just a congressnian. It's the
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Shortest visit of the evening was paid by
another nen-candidate, Nelson Rockefeller,
who with Happy, made an early exit.

—SUSAN WATTERS J
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