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December 4, 1975 

Ms. Sally Quenneville 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Quenneville: 

As requested, I am enclosing two photographs of KUKLA, FRAN 
& OLLIE, with Burr Tillstrom, plus biographical information 
on Burr Tillstrom. 

If you have any questions, or need additional help, please 
let me know. 

Thank you. 

Cordially, 

Jui~ -
Carol Wright 

PLEASE NOTE 
NEW ADDRESS: 
Goldwyn Studios 
1041 North Formosa Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 
213-851-655 6 

Digitized from Box 8 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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72 . CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, Fri., Sept. 12, 1975 

;_,_ 

M* A*S*H~ to · tra~h
and Kukla's bac~! -

. KUKLA, FRAN AND OLLIE return to television at 5 p.m. 
Saturday on Channel 5. · 

"America's Bicen.tennial 
r~xt year. Just think-165 
years without television." 

Tile first 13 programs in 
this new series were shot 
this summer - and the re
maining 26 programs were 
taken from the Channel 11 
series shot in 1970-71. 

1 

To my surprise, Kukla 
and the rest are fresh and 
funny, shedding ·a certain 
sense of deja vu I had when 
viewing them in recent 
years. The opening episode 
features a gentle Kuklapoli
tan circus with my favorites 
- Cecil Bill, Fletcher Rab-
bit and Beulah Witch - in 

- featured roles. Ollie is as 
charming as ever and 1t 
might be a good time to 
reintroduce your kids to 
Burr Tillstrom's creations. 

. In fact, why doesn't Mayor 
Daley make Tillstrom a city 

· monument? · 

• 
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casting, stirred up enough controversy to be
come the Howard Cosell of his time. And the 
list of programs could go on and on. 

Not all the programs worked. There were a 
few surprising failures, such as "Vic and Sade." 
Even though Paul Rhymer continued to write 
it; it didn't catch on as a seen program. Perhaps 
the audience already had too clear a mental 
vision of the characters after hearing them on 
radio for so many years. On the other hand, 
"The Quiz Kids," taken over from radio with 
just as few changes, did well. It transferred 
around from WNBQ to WBKB and back again, 
but it stayed on network television, originating 
~ Chicago, from 1949 until the fall of 1956. 
( The three major contributions to come out 
of the Chicago School of Television were 
"Studs' Place," "Kukla, Fran and Ollie," and 
"Carroway at Large." In all three, one can 
observe the major elements of the Chicago 
style at work. As Arch Oboler, the legendary 
writer and producer of radio's "Lights Out" 
and other Chicago School of Radio programs, 
wrote in Theatre Arts in July 1951, "While 
Hollywood rushes to film, and New York fran
tically tries to force the theatre through the 
cathode tube, Chicago alone has recognized a 
new art form in the television medium." He 
also observed that "where Chicago radio dis
covered .· that the listener was as close to the 
performer as the microphone was to the per
former . . . so Chicago television underlines 
a similar truth- that the television viewer is 
only a handful of feet from the performer," 
concluding that "Intimacy, again, is the key
note." 

"Studs' Place" had that intimacy. Created 
and "written" by Charlie Andrews, one-time 
advertising copywriter who later "wrote" "Car
roway at Large," it featured four people
Studs Terkel, blues piano player Chet Roble, 
folk singer Win Stracke, and actress Beverly 
Younger as Gracie the waitress-who portrayed 
essentially themselves. There were no scripts
only, at most, a two-page outline. The "actors" 

114 Chicago History 

put plot situations into their own words, making 
the program a half-hour of real time with no 
need for flashbacks or pages falling off a cal
endar to indicate passage of time: Of "Studs' 
Place," Bill Fay said in C oilier' s in March 195 1, 

"No yak. No belly laughs. Just quiet, natural 
talk from likable people in plausible situations." 
"Probably," · he observed, "the most true-to-life 
group of characters extant." 

The Chicago School of Television was inti
mate, improvisational, visual, and happening 
now, and it also possessed the magic of theater. 
Of "Kukla, Fran and Ollie," Jack Gould wrote 
in January 1949, in the New York Times, "The 

· puppets, manipulated by Burr Tillstrom, are 
astonishingly lifelike and informal in their ban
tering with Miss Allison, who has a knack for 
treating them as humans yet always keeping her 
tongue in cheek." Tillstrom, interviewed by 
C oilier' s in 1950, explained: "If I ever plotted 
exactly what I was going to say or do, Kukla 
and Ollie wouldn't work for me. They don't 
like cut-and-dried stuff. Fran wouldn't be able 
to talk to them, either. After all, you don't need 
a script when you're talking to your friends." 
And, said Fred Allen, "When· you see Kukla, 
Fran and Ollie come alive on that little screen, 
you realize you don't need great big things as 
we had in radio." 

When the show got panned, which happened 
infrequently", its characters could retaliate. 
Philip Hamburger of The New Yorker reviewed 
the show unfavorably anti. complained that it 
didn't have enough action, so the one-toothed 
dragon and his button-nose friend "read" his 
review to their audience and then proceeded 
to stage a wrestling match for Hamburger's 
benefit. Perhaps that was the kind. of "action" 
the Ne\~ York critic wanted? 

Herbuveaux told Broadcasting in 195 1 th t 
"TV is the most honest ·thing in the world, and 
there's no fakery in it. Be honest, put on a good 
show and the camera will take care of the rest." 
\Veil, perhaps the magic of inspired puppeteer
ing shouldn't be called "fakery," but t!;iere were-
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BURR TILLSTROM BIOGRAPHY 

Burr Tillstrom was born in Chicago and attended the 

University of Chicago. His first public appearance as a 

puppeteer was with the WPA Chicago Park District Theater, 

and from these appearances he became the manager and star 

performer of the Marshall Field Marionette Theater. 

In 1941 he pioneered with puppets on television at station 

WBKB in Chicago, and the show was an immediate hit. In 1947 

Fran Allison joined him, and KUKLA, FRAN & OLLIE bowed on 

television. 

When NBC began its network broadcasting in January, 1949, 

KUKLA, FRAN & OLLIE was seen for the first time across the 

country. It quickly established itself as one of the network's 

most popular shows and remained on NBC until mid-season of 1955, 

when it moved to the ABC network for an additional two years. 

When KUKLA, FRAN & OLLIE left the network in 1957, it had 

run up a remarkable record of ten straight years. 

During the 1955-56 season, KUKLA, FRAN & OLLIE appeared 

with Mr. Tillstrom's musical adaptation of James Thurber's 

MANY MOONS, a special for ABC. For NBC during the 1968-69 

season, KUKLA, FRAN & OLLIE created the musical special, 

THE RELUCTANT DRAGON. 
(MORE} 
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BURR TILLSTROM BIOGRAPHY (cont'd) 

There have been guest appearances with Merv Griffin, 

Johnny Carson, Jack Paar, Mike Douglas, Dick Cavett, 

YOUR SHOW OF SHOWS, THE HOLLYWOOD PALACE, FORD'S 50th ANNIVERSARY 

SHOW, and a number of Perry Como specials. 

KUKLA, FRAN & OLLIE was one of the few guest attractions 

ever to appear on YOUR HIT PARADE, and Mr. Tillstrom was guest 

host on THE TODAY SHOW. As an actor, he appeared in the 

HALLMARK television production of ALICE IN WONDERLAND. Ed Morrow's 

celebrated PERSON TO PERSON program visited Burr Tillstrom. 

Perhaps one of the most unusual appearances of KUKLA, 

FRAN & OLLIE was with Arthur Fiedler and the Boston Pops, when 

they performed ST. GEORGE AND THE DRAGON. This success led to 

the now-famous OLIVER J. DRAGON AT TOWN HALL. 

In 1964 Mr. Tillstrom was one of the principal guest 

performers with THAT WAS THE WEEK THAT WAS, and from this notable 

television series came his famous hand ballet THE BERLIN WALL, 

for which Mr. Tillstrom won both a Peabody and Emmy Award. 

Since the 1966-67 season, KUKLA, FRAN & OLLIE have been 

hosts for the CBS CHILDREN'S FILM FESTIVAL, seen each Saturday 

afternoon during the season. 

(MORE) 
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BURR TILLSTROM BIOGRAPHY (cont'd) 

In 1972 Mr. Tillstrom created a KUKLA, FRAN & OLLIE 

retrospective, which opened to unanimous rave reviews at 

Chicago's Goodman Theater. Other stage appearances have been 

performed in New York and principal cities across the country. 

Mr. Tillstrom has won two Peabody Awards and three Emmy 

Awards for his television work. He holds an honorary 

Doctorate of Letters from Hope College in Holland, Michigan. 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
PRESS INFORMATION 

51 WEST 52 STREET 
NEWYORK, N.Y.10019 

April 7, 1972 

BURR TILLSTROM TO RECEIVE DOCTOR OF LETTERS FROM HOPE COLLEGE 

Burr Tillstrom, co-host with Fran Allison of' "The CBS Children 1 s 

Film Festival" series on the CBS Television Network, will be awarded 

an honorary Doctor of Letters degree from Hope ColJ_ege of Holland, 

Mich., on Thursday, -April 13. 

Tillstrom 1 s popular creations, Kukla and Ollie, and the genie.I 

Miss Allison have been introducin~ the award-wlri..ning series, currently 

broadcast on Saturday afternoons, for the past six seasons on the Net

work. 

The honor will be accorded Tillstrom " ••• for creating a world 

that brings into play every aspect of human imagination, for demon

strating in your work the inexhaustible creativeness of human hands 

and the human voice ••• for your strong faith in human and spiritual 

resources." 

Tillstrom and "Kukla, Fran and Ollie" have been recipients over 

the years of most of the awards issued for children's entertainment-

educational programming, including the Peabody and Emmy awards. 

Hope College is a liberal arts college founded by the Dutch in 

1866. Last year it awarded honorary degrees to astronaut Frank Borman 

and heart specialist Dr. Christiaan Barnard. 

* * * 

.---- . 



MRS. FORD 

Event: 

Date/Time: 

Place: 

Number of 
Attendees: 

Schedule of 
Events: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Diplomatic Children's Christmas Party 

Tuesday, December 16, 1975 at 4: 30 p. m. 

State Floor 

463 children from 84 countries 

4:30 p. m. The children will arrive through the 
Southwest Gate and will be escorted to 
the State Floor through the Blue Room 
(around the Christmas tree) to the East 
Room where they will be seated on the 
floor facing the stage at the north end of 
the room. 

NOTE: There will be 11 clowns from the Social Security 
Administration to amuse the children before the 
entertainment begins. 

4:40 p. m. 

' .. 

As soon as all the children have been seated, 
you will be escorted to the State Floor by 
Maria Downs where you will meet Mrs. Weber, 
Mrs. Preston, Mrs. Jackson, and Mrs. 
Bellaschi. (Mrs. Swan Weber is President of 
THIS; Mrs. William Preston is Vice President 
of THIS; Mrs. Aaron G. Jackson and Mrs. 
Julius Bellaschi are Co-Chairmen of the 
Children's Committee of THIS) 

Maria Downs will then escort you to the 
East Room. You will enter through the 
center door and proceed to the microphone 
which will be located in front of the stage. 
You will make brief welcoming remarks and 
introduce the entertainment - - Kukla, Pran & 

Ollie. 



5:05 p.m. 

-2-

You will be seated with the children for 
the entertainment. 

After Santa Claus arrives on stage, the 
entertainment concludes. You proceed to 
the stage to thank Kukla, Fran & Ollie. 
You will remain on stage and pose for photo
graphs with Santa Claus and Kukla, Fran & 
Ollie. 

You will then invite the children to join you 
in the State Dining Room for punch and 
cookies. 

NOTE: There will be full press coverage of your remarks 
and of the entertainment. 

5:30 p. m. 

NOTES: 

Pat Howard 
December 15, 1975 

The party concludes and you will return to 
the Family Quarters. 

As the children depart, Santa Claus (Bill 
Nicholson) will be in the Ground Floor Hall 
and will hand out candy and autographed 
pictures of you and the President. 

Military Social Aides will be present. 

THIS volunteers will assist with the party. 

The Marine Brass Choir will play in the 
Grand Hall .. 

A White House photographer will be present. 

Background information about THIS is 
attached. 



BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THIS 

THIS (The Hospitality & Information Service) is a volunteer 

committee of Washington citizens formed to be of service to 

diplomatic residents and their families. Organized in 1961 

at the request of the Chief of Protocol, THIS is a non-government, 

non-profit, and tax-exempt organization. Its sponsors are the 

spouses of the President's Cabinet and the Mayor of the District 

of Columbia. 

.. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Diplomatic Children's Christmas Party 
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Southwest Gate and will be escorted to 
the State Floor through the Blue Room 
(around the Christmas tree) to the East 
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As soon as all the children have been seated, 
you will be escorted to the State Floor by 
Maria Downs where you will meet Mrs. Weber, 
Mrs. Preston, Mrs. Jackson, and Mrs. 

' Bellaschi. (Mrs. Swan Weber is President of 
THIS; Mrs. William Preston is Vice President 
of THIS; Mrs. Aaron G. Jackson and Mrs. 
Julius Bellas chi are Co- Chairmen of the 
Children's Committee of THIS) 

Maria Downs will then escort you to the 
East Room. You will enter through the 
center door and proceed to the microphone 
which will be located in front of the stage. 
You will make brief welcoming remarks and 
introduce the entertainment - - Kukla, Pr an &: 
Ollie. 
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You will be seated with the children for 
the entertainment. 

After Santa Claus arrives on stage, the 
entertainment concludes. You proceed to 
the stage t9 thank Kukla, Fran & Ollie. 
You will remain on stage and pose for photo
graphs with Santa Claus and Kukla, Fran & 
Ollie. 

You will then invite the children to join you 
in the State Dining Room for punch and 
cookies. 

NOTE: There will be full press coverage of your remarks 
and of the entertainment. 

5:30 p. m. 

NOTES: 

Pat Howard 
December 15, 1975 

The party concludes and you will return to 
the Family Quarters. ' 

As the children depart, Santa Claus (Bill 
Nichols on) will be in the Ground Floor Hall 
and will hand out candy and autographed 
pictures of you and the President. 

Military Social Aides will be present. 

THIS volunteers will assist with the party. 

The Marine Brass Choir will play in the 
Grand Hall. 

A White House photographer will be present. 

Background information about THIS is 
attached. 



BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THIS 

THIS (The Hospitality & Information Service) is a volunteer 

committee of Washington citizens formed to be of service to 

diplomatic residents and their families. Organized in 1961 

at the request of the Chief of Protocol, THIS is a non-government, 

non-profit, and tax-exempt organization. Its sponsors are the 

spouses of the President's Cabinet and the Mayor of the District 

of Columbia. 
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For immediate release 
Monday, Dec . 9, 1974 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

1j. 
J 

Offic e of the Press Sec r etary to Mr s . Ford 

Mr s. Ford will host a party for children of members oi the 
Diplomatic Corps Wednesday, De c .11 at 4 : 30 p. m. at the 
White House. 

The Amazing Randi (Magician -escape artist James · Randi) 
provide the entertainment. Mickey Mouse will also make 
appearance. Santa Claus and five clowns will be on hand 
help Mrs. Ford greet her guests. 

will 
an 
to 

About "5 00 children are expected. The gue st list was coordinated 
through THIS, The Hospitality a nd Information Service, a 
volunteer organization to help Diplomatic families in Washington, D. C. 
Some . S9 \ countries will be represented at the party. 

# # . # # # 

BACKGROUND: 

The Amazing Randi is a 46-year-old bewhiskered magician from 
Canada. He says he got his start about 20 years ago while performing 
in Montreal. The Quebec police watched his 'escapes and magic tricks 

·and decided he would be a good man to test the security of their city 
jail. He says he was handcuffed, put in a restraint belt and chains, and 
placed in jail. He escaped, and the next day the Quebec newspaper 
labeled him "The Amazing Randi, 11 and his career was l a unched. 

Between performances, he lives in Rumson, N. J. with his adopted son. 
He has appeared across the US, Canada, Europe and Asia , and has 

performed on the Mike Doug las and Johnny Car son shows. 

Santa Claus is being played by John Nidecker, Special Assistant to 
the President. 

. "-ftuas/~~,c,)__.J 
The five clowns are members of the Almas Temple Shnnej; tne 

sixth year they've helped er,tertain at Christmas parties for 
Diplomatic children. They 1re John Barrett of Rockville, -Md; 
Max M . Feinsilber of Takorr:ta Park, Md.; William Hillsman 
of Hyattsville , Md . ; Lyl e J . Howard of Annandale, Md. ; and 
Lloyd E . Webb of Rockville, Md. 

The children will be given an autographed photo of Mrs. Ford and 
candy , donated by Sen. Wil:!.'tam Brock of Tennessee. 

T h e cente rpi ece on the refreshni.ent table in the State Dining Room 
featu res patch work doll - ver sio;:-i ~ of M r . a nd Mr s . San t a Cla us a nd 
his e lves . Dressed in p a t c h\-;ork: outfits , Santa a nd ~1rs . C l a u s 
a r e ~1oldin!S a l arg e basket of h ,,Ey . T he elves a re l ooking on from 
a b e d of g r eens on a p a tch,,mrk runner . 

!i 
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Fran Paris: 

For Diplomatic Residents and Families 
Meridian House, 1630 Crescent Pl., N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 20009 
232-3002 

December 10, 1975 

Attached is a proposed release for the annual White 
House Christmas Party held for The Hospitality and 
Information Service. Mrs. Siegel, our Publicity 
Chairman, talked to last week about it and suggested 
that I send you a copy for your approval. 

When we hear from you then we will go ahead and mail 
it out. 

Thank you, 

/ )>--11 .1 ~_.:t_ v__e 0_,,1/ {_fY'y 
Mrs. Robert de Sugny \J 
Executive Secretary 

" 



PROPOSED RELEASE 

THE HOSPITALITY AND INFORMATION SERVICE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: Mrs. Siegel at 365-1664 

or Mrs. de Sugny at 232-3002 

Mrs. Ford has invited the children of diplomatic families who participate 

in programs sponsored by THIS, to a Christmas Party at 4:30 p.m., on Tuesday, 

December 16, at The White House. 

An annual event, this year's Christmas Party will again feature enter

tainment and refreshments. Children are encouraged to wear their National Dress. 

Last year's Party \Was attended by 472 children from 83 countries. 

Organized in 1961 at the request of the Chief of Protocol, THIS is a 

volunteer committee of 500 Washington women who serve the diplomatic community. 

Its sponsors are the wives of the President's Cabinet and of the Mayor of the 

District of Columbia. 

A non-profit and non-government organization, THIS is associated with and 

funded by Meridian House International. 
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For Immediate Release 
Friday, December 12, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- . 
~ ba-..Rt ~ hn

Mrs. Ford will host a party for children of members of the Diplomatic Corps) ()Ja..~~ 
Tuesday, December 16 at 4: 30 PM at the White House. 

Mrs. Ford has invited Kukla, Fran and Ollie to entertain for the party. They 
will perform a specially created show for the party. Santa Claus and eleven 
clowns will be on hand to help Mrs. Ford greet her guests. 

Approximately {6o childrenlwill attend \representing 84 countriesk The guest list 
was coordinated through THIS, The Hospitality and Information Service, a volunteer 
organization to help Diplomatic families in Washington, D. C. 

# # # 

BACKGROUND: 

Kukla, Fran and Ollie have been hosts for the CBS Children's Film Festiva~ (seen 
each Saturday)ait~umoon ~,ri~ since 1966. < 

1'ow5 
( Thea creator, Burr Tillstrom, has won two Peabody Awards and three Emmy Awards for 
for his television work. 

Kukla, Fran and Ollie's special television appearances include: Tillstrom' s musical 
adaptation of James Thurber's "Many Moons" (1955-56); and a musical special for NBC, 
''The Reluctant Dragon'' (1968-69). They have also appeared on shows such as: Johnny 
Carson, Merv Griffin, Mike Douglas, The Hollywood Palace, and a number of Perry 
Como specials. 

Tillstrom was born in Chicago. His first public appearance as a puppeteer was with 
the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in the Chicago Park District Theater){ csmi

ffrom ther~ent on to become the manager and star performer of the Marshall Field 
Marionette Theater. 

cr1 ,} 
In 1941 Burr Tillstrom and his uppets, Kukla and Ollie, launched their television 
career on station WBKB in Chicago. In 1947>Fran Allison joined them. They first 
appeared on television in 1949 and became one of NBC' s most popular shows. They 
left NBC in 1955 and performed on ABC for two years. 

d -l"f...c WH. 
Santa Claus is being played by Bill Nicholson, Director of Presidential Schedulin~ 

The clowns are from the Baltimore Social Security Admi!listration and have organized 
themselves as the Social Security Clown Club which has been officially recognized by 
the Administration as an employee group since 1970.(--... 

'--The Social Security Clown Club has performed at the White House the past three years 
at the Easter egg roll. 

ca., &... Cl --l / 
The yfuildren will be given an autographed picture of the President and Mrs. Ford and 

I 

candy. 



For Immediate Release 
Tuesday, December 16, 197 5 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mrs. Ford will host a party for children of members of the Diplomatic Corps based in 
Washington today at 4: 30 PM at the White House. 

Mrs. Ford has invited Kukla, Fran and Ollie to entertain for the party. They will perform 
a specially created show for the party. Santa Claus and eleven clowns will be on hand to help· 
Mrs. Ford greet her guests. 

ApproJQ.mately 500 children representing 84 countries will attend. The guest list was 
coordinated through THIS, The Hospitality and Information Service, a volunteer organization 
to help Diplomatic families in 'Washington, D. C. 

Santa Claus is being played by Bill Nicholson, ?irector . of Presidential Scheduling ~the 
White House. 

The clowns ar·e from the Baltimore Social Security Administration and have organized 
themselves as the Social Security Clown Club which las been officially recognized by the 
Administration as an employee group since 1970. The Social Security Clown Club has per
formed at the White House the past three years at the Easter Egg Roll. 

The children will be given candy and an autographed picture of the President and Mrs. Ford. 

# # # # 

BACKGROUND: 
.. 

Kukla, Fran and Ollie have been hosts for the CBS Children's Film Festival {seen each 
Saturday) since 1966. The show's creator, Burr Tillstrom, has won two Peabody Awards 
and three Emmy Awards for his television work. 

Tillstrom was born in Chicago. His first public appearance as a puppeteer was with the 
Works Progress Administration {WPA) in the Chicago Park District Theater. From there, 
he went on to become the manager and star performer of the Marshall Field Marionette 
Theater. 

In 1941, Burr Tillstrom and his original puppets, Kukla and Ollie, launched their television 
career on station WBKB in Chicago. In 1947, Fran Allison joined them. They first appeared 
on television in 1949 and became one of NBC' s most popular shows. They left NBC 
in 1955 and performed on ABC for two years. 

Press Pick-up in West Press Lobby at 4:15 PM 

• 



For Immediate Release 
Tuesday, December 16, 1975 
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THE WHITE HOUSE {t,f• 

---------------------~~~~~-~~~:~-~~~~~::.~~~~t~~!-~~~~~~-~~~~-----------~_) ___ _ 
Mrs. Ford will host a party for children of members of the Diplomatic Corpz~d in 
Washington today at 4: 30 PM at the White House. 1. 
Mrs. Ford has invited Kukla, Fran and Ollie to entertain for the party. They will perform 
a specially created show for the party. Santa Claus and eleven clown will be -ori hand to help 
Mrs. Ford greet her guests. 

Approximately 500 children representing 84 countries will attend'. The guest list was 
coordinated through THIS, The Hospitality and Information Service, a volunteer organization 
to help Diplomatic families in Washington, D. C. ' 

Santa Claus is being played by Bill Nicholson, Director of Pres"idential Scheduling at the 
White House. 

The clowns are from the Baltimore Social Security ~fuinistration and have organized 
themselves as the Social Security Clown Club whic~s been officially recognized by the 
Administration as an employee group since 1970. The Social Security Clown Club has per
formed at the White House the past three years at the Easter Egg Roll. 

The children will be given candy and an autographed picture of the President and Mrs. Ford. 

# # # # 

BACKGROUND: 

Kukla, Fran and Ollie have been hosts for the CBS Children's Film Festival (seen each 
Saturday) since 1966. The show's creator, Burr Tillstrom, has won two Peabody Awards 
and three Emmy Awards for his television work. 

Tillstrom was born in Chicago. His first public appearance as a puppeteer was with the 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) in the Chicago Park District Theater. From there, 
he went on to become the manager and star performer of the Marshall Field Marionette 
Theater. 

In 1941, Burr Tillstrom and his original puppets,, Kukla and Ollie, launched their television 
career on station WBKB in Chicago. In 1947, Fran Allison joined them. They first appeared 
on television in 1949 and became one of NBC' s most popular shows. They left NBC 
in 1955 and performed on ABC for two years. 

Press Pick-up in West Press Lobby at 4:15 PM 

.. 



For Immediate Release 
Tuesday, December 16, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford will host a party for children of members of the Diplomatic Corps based in 
Washington today at 4: 30 PM at the White House. 

Mrs. Ford has invited Kukla, Fran and Ollie to entertain for the party. They will perform 
a specially created show for the party. Santa Claus and eleven clowns will be on hand to help 
Mrs. Ford greet her guests. 

f Approximatclv 500 children representing ~1ountri.es will attend. The guest list •Has .. , --
coordinated through THIS, The Hospitality and -Information Service, a volunteer organization 
to help Diplomatic families in Washington, D. C. 

Kukla, Fran and Ollie have been hosts for the CBS Children's Film Festival (seen each 
Saturday) since 1966. The show's creator, Burr Tillstrom, has won two Peabody Awards 
awl three Em.my Awards for his television work. -

d. 

Tillstrom was born in Chicago. His first public appearance as a puppeteer was with the 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) in the Chicago Park District Theater. From there, 
he went on to become the manager and star performer 0:£ the Marshall Field Marionette 
Theater. 

· In 1941, Burr Tillstrom and his original puppets, Kukla and Ollie,,- launched their televis ion 
career on station WBKB in Chicago. In 1947, Fran Allison joined them. They first appeared 
on television in 1949 and became one of NBC' s most popular shows. They left NBC . 
in 1955 and performed on ABC for two years. 

Press Pick-up in West Press Lobby at 4:15 PM 
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WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES) 

FORM OF CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION 
DOCUMENT 

Notes Two pages of notes regarding the Diplomatic Children's Christmas N.D. c 
Party on December 16, 1975 

File Location: 

SHEILA W EIDENFELD FILES, Box 8, "12/16/1975 - Diplomatic Children's Christmas Party" SMD, 10/13/2016 

RESTRICTION CODES 

(A) Closed by applicable Executive order governing access to national security information. 
(B) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
(C) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION NA FORM 1429 (1 -98) 
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For Immediate Release 
Friday, December 12, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

;-r~:ri±i~::-~::::.-~::~~~~-~~:i~-::~~-r~::: ~~-t~~--:::: ~::-~ 
hildren of the Diplomatic Corps based in Washingt~ Dec;-e!mJ>'ill' 16 at 4:30 PM 

"'/'\ at the White House. ' 

..11....:iol.LI"-• Tillstrom )Yias born in Chicago. His first public appearan~~eer 
was with the w~l~v?chicago Park District Theater, and fronNhese appearances 
he became the manager and star performer of the Marshall Field Marionette 

Theater. ~ ( - ~A ._cJ j.,~~ 
eJ 1941 Burr Tillstrom ·~his uppets, Kukla and Ollie, ~erforrncd ;;ithC'~ 
0 stat· on WBKB in ChicaE'.o. jn 1947,Fran Allison joined them• They 

.fir °"' ~e '.S.t • '"' '1!1 Cl -

Ford's 

J!vll r + 
e evision appearances include e gpecia1 6 a\lt 2 1 

~ illstrom' s musical adaptation of James Thurber's "Many Moo~st" (1955-56},; & 
~;--~usical special for NBC, rrThe Reluctant Dragon•" {1968-69). They have also 

appeared on shows such as: Johnny1 Carson, Merv Griffin, Mike Douglas, The 
Hollywood Palace, and a number of Perry Como specials. ~do, E;i;an a Ra Qltte 
ap'f'Cdi ea with Artridi Pledlet and the Bosten PQpli a1ul pstrf9VlVl8 .l1i11u €i u•geo-
QJ;)d U11:Q D1ag91.f/ ;;ai.Bk lea ts the non ianunt e\\ Olio et :ifu Jill1a~Mr it Touw Ha11 11 

~::::;=ll!l~tw~M'!'l/'trci s won two Peabody Awards and three Emmy Awards for his 
..:a .. ttoe"1-61.Baa.R-*'eB~:.a-!..,...-tB'°'o"r'91tilll!""'r.z;a:Et'~~e~o!Rf~.,...,l;,;;;e:stt-~ B fI o 111 Ifc•p e 9 ]] u g e 

~~mrE1~;RIHi9t. 



For Immediate Release 
Friday, December 12, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Mrs. Ford has invited Kukla, Fran and Ollie to perform at the party for the 
children of the Diplomatic Corps based in Washington, December 16 at 4: 30 PM 
at the White House. 

Burr Tillstrom was born in Chicago. His first public appearance as a puppeteer 
was with the WPA--Chicago Park District Theater, and from these appearances 
he became the manager and star performer of the Marshall Fie~d Marionette 

Theater. 

In 1941 Burr Tillstrom:took his puppets, Kukla and Ollie, and performed with 
them at station WBKB in Chicago where in 1947 Fran Allison joined them• They 
were viewed across the Nation for the first time in 1949 on NBC. They became 
one of the network's most popular shows. They left NBC in 1955 and moved to 
ABC network for an additional two years. 

Kukla, Fran and Ollie will perform a specially created show for Mrs. Ford's 
party. Their shows are always original and ad-libbed according to the group. 

Their television appearances include ai special for ABC, 
Mr. Tillstrom' s musical adaptation of James Thurber's "Many Moons," (1955-56), & 
a musical special for NBC, 1rThe Reluctant Dragon," (1968-69). They have also 
appeared on shows such as: Johnny, Carson, Merv Griffin, Mike Douglas, The 
Hollywood Palace, and a number of Perry Como specials. Kukla, Fran and Ollie 
appeared with Arthur Fiedler and the Boston Pops and performed St. George 
and the Dragon which led to the now-famous Oliver J. Dragon at Town Hall. 

Mr. Tillstrom has won two Peabody Awards and three Emmy Awards for his 
television work. He holds an honorary Doctorate of Letters from Hope College 
in Holland, Michigan. 

Since 1966-67 season, Kukla, Fran & Ollie have been hosts for the ·CBS 
Children's Film Festival, see each Saturday afternoon during the season. 



For Immediate Release 
Friday, December 12, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Mrs. Ford has invited Kukla, Fran and Ollie to perform at the party for the 
children of the Diplomatic Corps based in Washington, December 16 at 4: 30 PM 
at the White House. 

Burr Tillstrom was born in Chicago. His first public appearance as a puppeteer 
was with the WPA--Chicago Park District Theater, and from these appearances 
he became the manager and star performer of the Marshall Field Marionette 

Theater. 

In 1941 Burr Tillstrom took his puppets, Kukla and Ollie, and performed with 
them at station WBKB in Chicago where in 1947 Fran Allison joined them• They 
were viewed across the Nation for the first time in 1949 on NBC. They became 
one of the network's most popular shows. They left NBC in 1955 and moved to 
ABC network for an additional two years. 

Kukla, Fran and Ollie will perform a specially created show for Mrs. Ford's 
party. Their shows are always original and ad-libbed according to the group. 

Their television appearances include a special for ABC, 
Mr. Tillstrom' s musical adaptation of James Thurber's 11 Many Moons, 11 (1955- 5 6), & 
a musical special for NBC, rrThe Reluctant Dragon," (19 68-69). They have also 
appeared on shows such as: Johnny Carson, Merv Griffin, Mike Douglas, The 
Hollywood Palace, and a number of Perry Como specials. Kukla, Fran and Ollie 
appeared with Arthur Fiedler and the Boston Pops and performed St. George 
and the Dragon which led to the now-famous Oliver J. Dragon at Town Hall. 

Mr. Tillstrom has won two Peabody Awards and three Emmy Awards for his 
television work. He holds an honorary Doctorate of Letters from Hope College 
in Holland, Michigan. 

Since 1966-67 season, Kukla, Fran & Ollie have been hosts for the CBS 
Children's Film Festival, see each Saturday afternoon during the season. 
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PROPOSED RELEASE for magazines. The White House is taking care of the releases fot 
the newspapers. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: Mrs. Siegel at 365-1664 
or Mrs.de Sugny at 232-3002 

Mrs. Ford has invited the children of diplomatic farni 1 ies who participate 

in programs sponsored by THIS, to a Christmas Party at 4:30 p.m., on Tuesday, 

December 16, at The White House. 

An annual event, this year's Christmas Party will again feature enter-

tainment and refreshments. Children are encouraged to wear their National Dress. 

~year's Party was attended- by 472 children from 83 countries. 

' Organized in 1961 at the request of the Chief of Protocol, THIS is a· 

volunteer committee of 500 Washington women who serve the diplomatic community. 
I • 

. Its sponsors are the wives of the President's Cabinet and of the Mayor of the 

District of Columbia. 

A non-profit and non-government organization, THIS is associated with and 

funded by Meridian House International. 

" 



At the Scoial Security Christmas party for handicapped children in 1970, several 
employees of the Sex:: ial Security Jntmdrled:xperformed as clowns. Shortly, thereafter, 
they organized themselves as the Scoial Security Clown Club ~nd were officially 
reconized by the Administration as an employee group. They have maintained their 
active membership roaster of between 10-15 clowns despite transferrs, retirements, 
etc. 

All members go through an extensive training prior to their first performance and 
many have attended formal clown classes conducted by the president under the 
sponsorhip of the Baltimore Co((nty Dept of~5Education. Most are members 
of Clowns of America and adhere to a strict code of clown ethics designed to make 
every performance a "pooxfxx perfes siona1rr one. They take their clowning seriously. 

Every year members of the club participate in many chariable performances at local 
hospitals and institutions as well as organi~ zed ~ppearances 
in comunity events such as Social Security Administration Christmas Party for 
underprivileged, the March of Dime's walkathon, CFC Kick-Off, Savings Bond drive, 
and the Baltimore City XXix fair. In addition, most of the members have performed 
professionally at birthday parties, business promotions, carnivals, parades and circuse 

This organization has performed at the White House the past three years at the 
Easter egg roll. 
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OSPITALITY & 

NfORIAATION 

ERVICE for Diplomatic Residents and Families, Meridian House, 1630 Crescent Place, N. W. 

WHAT IS THIS? 

Washington, D. C. 20009, Telephone: 232-3002 

THE HOSPITALITY AND INFORMATION SERVICE 
(THIS) 

March 8, 1972 

THIS was organized in 1961 at the suggestion of the Chief of Protocol in order 
to help the hundreds of new diplomats who had arrived with their families in 
Washington. In 1940 only 55 foreign missions existed in the capital; by 1961 
the number had grown to 101; today, there are 124. Diplomatic families totalled 
261 in 1940, 1200 by 1961, and today, 1800 reside in the Washington area. 

THIS has as its Sponsors the wives of the members of the President's Cabinet 
and the Conunissioners of the District of Columbia. The Chief of Protocol 
and the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps serve as Honorary Sponsors. 

THIS is a private~ voluntary organization, not connected with the Foreign 
Service or any branch of the government. 

THIS is made up of several hundred volunteers who give their time to provide 
a friendly introduction of foreign diplomatic families into the life of the 
Washington community. 

THIS cooperates with organizations which share the same goal and is a member 
of the IVIS (International Visitors Information Service) Council. 

THIS, a non-profit organization, receives its financial support from the Meridian 
House Foundation and from individual contributions. It is located in Meridian 
House, formerly the residence of an American Ambassador, and entertains at 
monthly receptions held to introduce newly arrived diplomats to members of THIS, 
as well as the programs and services they offer. 

THIS services include distribution of free booklets to diplomats, often before 
their arrival in Washington, on schools, housing, food, and means of entertainment. 
On arrival the diplomatic family is called upon by a THIS volunteer and given an 
invitation to "Introduction to Washington" and a packet containing information 
designed to be of help in adjusting to a new home. The staff of THIS answers almost 
any question on the telephone, five days a week, and can make referrals where 
needed to other organizations in the community. 

THIS programs include Home Hos pi tali ty, English Conversation practice, ,.and ·' 
special activities organized by eleven standing committees ranging from art 
tours to children's gatherings. 

., 

~·~;; 

I 
·, ,,....,., 

~-.,,._ ...... ,,,. 

Member: International Visitors Service Council (!VIS) of Greater Washington Organizations 



HE 

OSPIT ALITY & 

NFORMATION 

ERVICE 

for 
diplomatic 

residents 
and their 

families 

Meridian House, 1630 Crescent Place, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 Telephone 232-3002 

THIS is a volunteer committee of Washington citizens formed to be of service to 
you and your family. Organized in 1961 at the request of the Chief of Protocol, 
THIS is a non-government, non-profit, and tax-exempt organization. Its sponsors 
are the spouses of the President's Cabinet and the Mayor of the District of 
Columbia. 

Place sous les auspices des epoux du Conseil des Ministres et du Maire du District 
of Columbia, THIS est un comite de simples particuliers organise en 1961 sur les 
instances du Chef de Protocole. Son but est de rendre service aux familles 
diplomatiques pendant leur sejour a Washington. 

Establecido en 1961 a peticion del Jefe de Protocolo, THIS es un comite de 
ciudadanos particulares cuyos patrocinadores son las esposas o los esposos del 
Consejo de Ministros y del Alcalde de District of Columbia. Su proposito es el de 
servir a las familias diplomaticas durante su estancia en Washington. 

SPONSORS 

Mrs. Henry A. Kissinger 
Mrs. William E. Simon 
Mrs. Donald H. Rumsfeld 
Mrs. Edward H. Levi 
Mrs. Earl L. Butz 
Mrs. Rogers C. B. Morton 
Mrs. John T. Dunlop 
Mrs. David Mathews 
Mrs. William T. Coleman 
Mrs. Frederick Dent 
Mrs. James T. Lynn 
Mrs. Walter E. Washington 

OFFICERS 

Mrs. Charles Swan Weber, President 
Mrs. John Carter Good, Vice President 

Mrs. William M. Preston, Vice President 
Mrs. Hans Treupel, Recording Secretary 

Mrs. David E. Lindgren, Corresponding Secretary 
Mrs. William R. Hyde, Treasurer 

Mrs. Robert de Sugny, Executive Secretary 

HONORARY SPONSORS 

Dean of the Diplomatic Corps 
United States Chief of Protocol 

THIS is associated with and funded by Meridian House International 
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1976 WINTER CALENDAR 197~ 
The Hospitality and Information Service for diplomatic residents and their families has planned the following a tivities in the 
hope that you will learn to know Washington and the United States better. THIS arranges special programs not available to 
~he. ge~eral public. We welcome all of you, no matter how long you have been here. If you are interestec/.. in receiving 
invitations to any of these events, please mark and return the Calendar Reply Form. THIS reserves the right to cancel a 
program when the response is insufficient . . 

INTRODUCTION TO WASHINGTON 
Receptions are held several times during the year honoring newly arrived 
diplomats. THIS volunteers explain programs, tours and other events which are 
planned for you. Information about the Washington area and special events is 
also available. 

SPECIAL TOURS 
January 22, February 19, March 18-Thursdays .............. 9:00 a.m. 

Tour of the White House 
A special guide will show you the officia1 residence of the President 

and his family. 

March 24-Wednesday . : ............ ............... . 10:00 a.m. 
Tour of the Department of State 

A visit to the "Foreign Office" of the United States. Some of 
America's most beautiful furniture and china are on display here. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
March 28-Sunday .................................. 2:00 p.m. 

'Otello' by Verdi Fee: $13.00 
The Opera Society of Washington presents Verdi's 'Otello' with 

James McCracken and Evelyn Lear. James Conlon conducts this closing 
performance. Orchestra seats. 

BICENTENNIAL SPECIAL EVENTS 
January 25-Sunday ............... .. ........ ... 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

"TheAmericanAdventure" Fee: $1.00 (adults) 
$ .SO (children) 

The gala opening week of a unique entertainment experience in this 
nation's capital. Using quadraphonic sound and an oversized curved screen, 
this production promises to be a memorable feature of the U.S. Bicenten
nial year. The Special Events, Children and Cooking Committees will 
welcome you and your family to this special event of '76. 

April 4-Sunday .............................. 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Springtime Walking Tour of Historic Alexandria Fee 

Visit private homes and public buildings. See how 18th Century 
Americans lived in this seaport town. Following the tour, join us for 
refreshments and a fashion show of period costumes at a private home. 
Sponsored by the American Look and the Home Decoration and Floral 
Arts Committees. 

CHILDREN 
Programs planned for S-11 year olds. 

February 7-Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Theater Party Fee 

The Howard University Children's Theater will present "Kojo and 
the Leopard'', a play taken from an African folk tale, with costumes, 
music, and dancing to delight children. After the performance the children 
will meet the actors and be served punch and cookies. 

March 6-Saturday ........................•........ 10:00 a.m. 
Special Tour at the Museum of Hiftory and Technology Fee: $.SO 

The Museum of History and Technology will give a special tour for 
children, ages 8 through 11, oft eland transportation exhibit. The guides 
will lead the children through t: e history of trains, automobiles, and 
carriages. 

March 27-Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. 1:00-3:30 p.m. 
A Visit to the Rock Creek Nature enter Fee: $.SO 

This visit to the Nature enter will include a planetarium show 
about the night sky, a film of local wild life, a live-animal demonstr ... tion, 
and a short nature walk (weather !Permitting). Designed for children ages 4 
through 7, although older children are welcome. 

JUNIOJi TEENS 
Events planned for 12 year olds and up. 

February 6-Friday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00-8:00 p.m. 
Broadcast House, WTOP T.V. Sta¥on Fee: $2.SO 

Tour Broadcast House WTc!>P T.V. Station, watch a news cast, and 
meet news and sportscasters. D~ner following at a home within walking 
distance of the studio. ) 

March 14-Sunday . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .............. 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
The Wax Museum Fee: $1.SO 

A special tour of the Wax Museum arranged by the owner. This 
museum contains a large variety I of exciting exhibits. A live dolphin will 
perform in the museum pool. J 

YOUNG jADULTS 
~vents planned for older lteenagers and young 20's. . 

January 2J-Fnday ........... 'J .................... 9.00 p.m. 
An Evening at a Disco 

An evening of dancing and un at a popular discotheque in Northern 
Virginia. Tables will be reserved. ood for a date or for a group. 

February 28-Saturday . • . . . . . . . . . ........... 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. 
Mardi Gras Ball Fee: $7.SO 

Young Adults have been inrted to join the Social Events Committee 
for an exciting evening of dancing and fun at the Wax Museum. (See Social 
Events). I 

March 27-Saturday ......................... 8:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. 
International Supper Fee: $3.00 

Young Adults will join with Social Events for an evening of good 
food, a terrific combo for dancing, and fun, in the beautiful Chilean 
Embassy. (See Social Events). 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
February 28-Saturday ........•. I ............. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. 

Mardi Gras Ball Fee: $7 .SO 
A gala festivity such as that celebrated in New Orleans before the 

Lenten season. This year's setti~g will be the new Wax Museum, where 
dancing will be followed by a mignight buffet supper of crepes. 

March 27-Saturday ......................... 8:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. 
International Supper Fee: $3.00 

The Embassy of Chile has graciously extended its hospitality to 
THIS in offering their Embassy for our International Buffet Supper. Bring 
a favorite dish from your country and sample recipes from many others. 
Wines from many countries will also be served. Dinner will be followed by 
dancing to the music of the Nitefalls. 

April 23-Friday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 p.m.-12:00 
Las Vegas Night Fee: $2.SO 

Experience the excitement of a Las Vegas Casino in the elegant 
surroundings of Meridian House. We will furnish enough "casino (play) 
money" for a thrilling evening at our games of chance. Your "winnings" 
can be used to bid on a selection of prizes in our casino auction at the end 
of the evening. Snacks will be served and a cash bar will be available. 

COOKING 
Fees include demonstration and luncheon. 

January 27-Tuesday ............................... 10:30 a.m. 
Hot Hors d'Oeuvres and Dessert Fee: $3.SO 

Hot hors d'oeuvres are always a popular addition to a cocktail party 
or buffet. With a dessert they can provide a light meal. In Virginia. 

February 12-Wednesday ............................ 10:00 a.m. 
Delicious, Delectable but . .. Dietetic Fee: $4.00 

Low calorie recipes which will satisfy the creativity of the gourmet 
cook. How you can fit a dieting program into your normal pattern of 
living, eating and entertaining. In Washington D.C. 

March 5-Friday .................................• 10:30 a.m. 
American Heritage Recipes Fee 

A demonstration of recipes used by early American settlers, which 
have become part of our heritage. The housewives who settled here from 
other lands brought their native recipes with them. Gradually these recipes 
have been adapted to materials and conditions of life in America. In 
Maryland. 

HOME DECORATION AND FLORAL ARTS 
January 22-Thursday .............................. 10:00 a.m. 

Dried Flowers-Demonstration and Instruction Fee: $1.00 
Many of you have admired the beautiful dried flower arrangements 

in the State Department and the White House. At your request, a work
shop on how to preserve flowers for winter bouquets will be given by Mrs. 
Weber, THIS president, in her home. 

February 26-Thursday ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
Color: A Great Solution Fee: $1.00 

Bring your decoration problems to Mrs. Geraldine Wilson, interior 
decorator, whose artistry you may have admired at the Decorators' Show
house. Hear interesting new ideas on home decorating. 

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE DOCENTS 

Foreign language tours on the highlights of the National Gallery of Art's 
European and American Collection will be given by THIS Foreign Language 
Docents, by appointment. Call the National Gallery of Art, Education Depart
ment at 737-421S, Extension 272. 
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January 8-Thursday ............................... 10:00 a.m. 
Special Tour of the Washington Antique Show Fee: $4.00 

Special tours in English, French, German and Spanish will be con
ducted by trained docents at the Washington Antique Show. Coffee first at 
the home of The Honorable and Mrs. Leonard Marks. Highlights at each 
booth will be discussed. 

February 7-Saturday .....•................. 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
'The European Vision of America' Fee: $1.00 

A tour of the special Bice'ntennial Exhibition including more than 
300 works of art in diverse media. This major international loan exhibit 
illustrates the development of the European view of the Americas-from 
the earliest explorers to the enq of the 19th Century. This tour will be 
offered in English and, upon re uest, in French, German, Japanese and 
Spanish. 

A!RT 
January 29-Thursday .............................. 10:00 a.m. 

Visit to the Vice President's Offioial Residence Fee: $1.00 
Visit the newly renovated Victorian mansion which Congress last 

year promoted from "Admiral's \House" to Official Residence of the Vice 
President of the United States. The Vice President's interest in modern art 
is demonstrated in his private collection. limited. 

February 21-Saturday .............................. Afternoon 
A Behind-the-Scenes Look at the Library of Congress Fee 

Our visit to the conservation offices will take in the scientific 
laboratory and the workshop where demonstrations for conserving library 
and archival material will take place. You will see how brittle paper is 
protected and books are covered with leather. 

March-Date to be announced ........................•........ 
Tour of Artists' Studios Fee 

The Art Committee is organizing a tour of studios followed by tea at 
a collector's home. Your prompt reply when invitations are mailed will 
assure you a rewarding experience. 

April 3-Saturday ............................ 10:00 a.m.-12:00 
Visit to Dumbarton Oaks Fee: $1.00 

Dumbarton Oaks is the only Pre-Colombian Art Museum in Washing
ton. The Honorable William R. Tyler will tell us about this unique 
collection that was put togethe by the late Ambassador Robert Woods 
Bliss and Mrs. Bliss. 

AMERICAN LOOK 
February-Date to be announced .......•.......... 10:00 a.m.-12:00 

American Patchwork Quilting Fee: $1.00 
A lecture by an authority on the history of our American patchwork 

(small pieces of fabric sewn together in a design to make blankets or 
fashions). Learn about the meaning of the different patterns. See how the 
oldest designs are used in today's fashions. 

MUSIC 
February 3-Tuesday •......................... 10:00 a.m.-12:00 

Piano Recital Fee: $1.00 
A special opportunity to hear a program of classical music by 

Rebecca Spaatz, a well-known Washington concert pianist. In a private 
home. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
January 21-Wednesday .............................. 9:15 a.m. 

A Visit to the Supreme Court Fee 
A visit to the Supreme Court of the United States while court is in 

session, with special hostess, Mrs. Burger, wife of the Chief Justice. 

February 11-Wednesday ..........................•. 12:30 p.m. 
Book-Author Luncheon Fee 

Three tables will be reserved for THIS book lovers at this special 
luncheon sponsored by the Washington Post at the Sheraton Park Hotel. 
Current authors will speak on their most recent book and hold autograph 
sessions following the luncheon. Attendance limited. 

March 23-Tuesday .............................. · · · 9:00 a.m. 
A Tour of the United States Treasury and 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing Fee 

A very special tour of the Bureau of En.graving and Pri.nting ~n~ of 
the Treasury Building, one of the oldest continuously occupied buildings 
in Washington D.C. Mrs. William Simon, wife of the Secretary ~f the 
Treasury, will be our hostess and you will be able to see the product10n of 
currency, stamps, and commemorative medals. Refreshments. 

NEEDLEWORK 

There is a needlework group which meets in a home every other week to learn 
and do needlecraft. This is an excellent opportunity to learn new skills, get 
creative inspiration, and see the work of others. If you would be interested in 
joining, please check the Calendar Reply Form. 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION 
Weekly meetings are held, September through May, throughout the Washingto~ 
area to practice speaking English and to improve your understanding of Amen
can idioms. Please check the Calendar Reply Form if you wish to join a group. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE CONVERSATION 
Revive your past language skills and increase your present ability to speak 

French, German or Spanish by joining a foreign language conversation group. 
These groups meet twice a month in the homes of participating members. Please 
check the Calendar Reply Form if you are interested. 

There are many reference books on activities in and around the Wash
ington area. For information about them call the THIS office or Miss Marian 
King at 362-1894. 

THIS can answer your questions regarding schools, language studies, shop
ping, accredited music and voice teachers, art galleries, theatres, recreation 
facilities, travel, driving regulations and almost anything else. 

The programs and activities of THIS are arranged by the many volun
teers of our organization. In the United States, a volunteer is a person who 
willingly offers his time and services without pay in support of an organiza
tion or a cause. 

Telephone 232-3002 for information, 
between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
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CALENDAR REPLY FORM 

Please Fill Out and Return To: 

The Hospitality and Information Service 
Meridian House 

1630 Crescent Place, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Last name _______________ Title or ran"---------
Husband's Wife's 
first name first name ________ _ 

Home addres~--------------------------
Number Street 

City ---------------~ZipCode _________ _ 

Home telephone number _____________________ _ 

Name of Embassy or International Organization-------------

Children 
Name Year of Birth Sex 

Home Hospitality: There are many THIS volunteers who would like to entertain 
you and your family in their homes. Would you be interested? D 

Are you interested in practicing English conversation with a group in your 
neighborhood? D Daytime D Evening 

Voulez-vous joindre un groupe de conversation anglaise dans votre quartier? 
D Pendant la journee D le soir 

l Le interesa practicar su inglees con un grupo de personas en su vecindad? D En 
las horas del dfa D de la noche 

Please indicate your preference for Foreign Language Conversation Groups: 
French D, German D, Spanish D 

Please fill out reply form for ALL members of your family. Don't forget those 
who may be home for the holidays. 

(over) 
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January 8-Thursday ...................•...•....... 10:00 a.m. 
Special Tour of the Washington Antique Show Fee: $4.00 

Special tours in English, French, German and Spanish will be con
ducted by trained docents at the Washington Antique Show. Coffee first at 
the home of The Honorable and Mrs. Leonard Marks. Highlights at each 
booth will be discussed. 

February 7-Saturday ....................... 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
'The European Vision of America' Fee: $1.00 

A tour of the special Bicentennial Exhibition including more than 
300 works of art in diverse media. This major international loan exhibit 
illustrates the development of the European view of the Americas-from 
the earliest explorers to the enq of the 19th Century. This tour will be 
offered in English and, upon request, in French, German, Japanese and 
Spanish. 

ART 
January 29-Thursday ..............•.........•.•... 10:00 a.m. 

Visit to the Vice President's Official Residence Fee: $1.00 
Visit the newly renovated Victorian mansion which Congress last 

year promoted from "Admiral's flouse" to Official Residence of the Vice 
President of the United States. The Vice President's interest in modern art 
is demonstrated in his private collection. limited. 

February 21-Saturday .............................. Afternoon 
A Behind-the-Scenes Look at the Library of Congress Fee 

Our visit to the conservation offices will take in the scientific 
laboratory and the workshop where demonstrations for conserving library 
and archival material will take place. You will see how brittle paper is 
protected and books are covered with leather. 

March-Date to be announced ........................•••.•.•.. 
Tour of Artists' Studios . Fee 

The Art Committee is organizing a tour of studios followed by tea at 
a collector's home. Your prompt reply when invitations are mailed will 
assure you a rewarding experience. 

April 3-Saturday ........•................... 10:00 a.m.-12:00 
Visit to Dumbarton Oaks Fee: $1.00 

Dumbarton Oaks is the only Pre-Colombian Art Museum in Washing
ton. The Honorable William R. Tyler will tell us about this unique 
collection that was put together by the late Ambassador Robert Woods 
Bliss and Mrs. Bliss. 

AMERICAN LOOK 
February-Date to be announced .................. 10:00 a.m.-12:00 

American Patchwork Quilting Fee: $1.00 
A lecture by an authority on the history of our American patchwork 

(small pieces of fabric sewn t<;>gether in a design to make blankets or 
fashions). Learn about the meaning of the different patterns. See how the 
oldest designs are used in today's fashions. 

MUSIC 
February 3-Tuesday ...................•...... 10:00 a.m.-12:00 

Piano Recital Fee: $1.00 
A special opportunity to hear a program of classical music by 

Rebecca Spaatz, a well-known Washington concert pianist. In a private 
home. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
January 21-Wednesday .................... . 

A Visit to the Supreme Court 
A visit to the Supreme Court of the United 

session, with special hostess, Mrs. Burger, wife of ti 

February 11-Wednesday .................. . 
Book-Author Luncheon 

Three tables will be reserved for THIS hoc 
luncheon sponsored by the Washington Post at t! 
Current authors will speak on their most recent 1: 
sessions following the luncheon. Attendance limite 

March 23-Tuesday ...........•.•......... 
A Tour of the United States Treasury and 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing 

A very spec:ial tour of the Bureau of Engra• 
the Treasury Building, one of the oldest continue 
in Washington D.C. Mrs. William Simon, wife c 
Treasury, will be our hostess and you will be able 
currency, stamps, and commemorative medals. Rel 

NEEDLEWORK 

There is a needlework group which meets in a home ev 
and do needlecraft. This is an excellent opportunity 
creative inspiration, and see the work of others. If yot 
joining, please check the Calendar Reply Form. 

ENGLISH CONVERSATIOr 
Weekly meetings are held, September through May, thr 
area to practice speaking English and to improve your 1 

can idioms. Please check the Calendar Reply Form if y 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE CONVER~ 
Revive your past language skills and increase yoUi 

French, German or Spanish by joining a foreign langt 
These groups meet twice a month in the homes of parti• 
check the Calendar Reply Form if you are interested. 

There are many reference books on activities in 
ington area. For information about them call the THI; 
King at 362-1894. 

THIS can answer your questions regarding schools, 1. 
ping, accredited music and voice teachers, art galle.ric 
facilities, travel, driving regulations and almost anythm1 

The programs and activities of THIS are arrangt 
teers of our organization. In the United States, a volt 
willingly offers his time and services without pay in s1 
tion or a cause. 

Telephone 232-3002 for informatic 
between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.rr 
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NBC photos 

Burr Tillstrom and Fran ' Allison with,Kukla and Ollie in 1954, left; at right, the "'Kukla, Fran· and Ollie" show team today. 

·The Retur11 
Of Kukla, 
Fran 
And Ollie 

., . \Br /on:i S_lwles 

Beulah Witch swings on a .trape~e, 
Fletcher Rabbit sings a bit of "Vesti 
La Giubba" and a trained worm en
deavors to toot out "My Country, 'Tis 
of Thee" on a toy trumpet. Once, we 
thought this was great television. 

· We wer~ right. 
"Kukla, Fran and Ollie" returns to 

the air tonight at 6 o'clock on Channel 
4, one of the.· five NBC-owned stations 
tq carry a new weekly taped version 
of the television dassic. When the 
Kuklapolitans graduated from a local 
Chicago station to the newly estab
lished TV division of the National 
Broadcasting Company in 1947, they 
found· themselves stars of one of the 
first network TV shows ever, and for 
the next decade, it remained one of 
the best. 

Neither Kukla, the bald soprano 
with the pu1f nose and a look of per
sist!:mt; surprise, nor Oliver J. Dragon, 
vaill companion ot bushy maue aiiO 
preaommant white tooth, has aged at 
all. or course lheY' haven't aged-they 
are pupp~ts. We keep forgetting, 

0 
Fran Allison, the human interlocu-

r:
or who visits them and their friends 

at the threshhold of a miniature pro-, 
cenium, and Burr Tillstrom the gen
le wit behind the whole show, look 

only a little older. 
All are figures in the same fine 

dream. That they still treat one an
other with love and patience makes 
the matter of appearances irrelevant 
and the specter of intervening years 
entirely negligible. The festive spirit 
of their casual encounters remains l"e-

freshing; it is part of Tillstrom's gift 
that the consistency of his whimsy is 
always somehow p c r f e c t, and the 
quiet moments of simple song involve 
us just as securely· as the occasional 
calamity that resiJlts when hijinks go 
unavoidably awry. 

Returning to them on their home 
ground, television, is like meeting an 
irreplaceable old friend whose first' 
remark, after years of separation, is a 
joke. O~e is trapped somewhere be
tween laughter and tears, and the ex
perience is quizzically exhilarating. 
Memories reinforce themselves and 
become fragile and profound. 

What seems amazing now, practi
cally speaking, is that a network pro-

Sce KpKLA, C4, Co l. 1 



n<)rth 
federal savings 

HAS SOMETHING 
FOR EVIRYONEI 

... 
,;.· 

TAKE HOME "PENNY THE PENGUIN" OR ANY OF THESE VALUABLE GIFTS 
WITH QUALIFYING WITH EACH Our new little mascot is really making a hit with the youngsters. Get yours FREE with a 

qualifying deposit of $250 or more. in a new or existing North Federal savings account. Or 
choose from twelve other valuable gifts. as described in the Gift Selector. 

DEPOSIT OF: SUBSEQUENT 

Then each time you add $100 or more to your account balance. after your initial de12osit, 
you can purchase any item from this outstanding collection ... all at substantial reduction 
from regular prices. 

So don't wait ... come in today. This offer is based upon savings deposits made 
on and after September 25, 1975. Limit one gift opportunity per saver and one per account. 
while supply lasts. Sorry. we cannot mail this merchandise. 

KEEP YOUR "TODAY,. MONEY 
IN A FLEXIBLE PAS5800K ACCOUNT! 
Deposit or withdraw any amount any time. and earn 5\1•% interest 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

" 12 
13 

GIFT SELECTOR 
Penny !he Penguin 
Regen1 Shell1eld 2 Piece Knife Set 
u111e Shlches Crewel K11 
Fire Extmau1sher 

6 Decks ot B1centenmat Playing Cards 
Girls' Handbag Ugh I or Blue T 1e Dye 

•Tl'" ic 90~ Can110n blanket 
Larae Dark Blue Denim Handbao 
Shick Ladies· Shaver 
Sunbeam Quick Cur! 
Mens Black Aclloo BaQ 

Panasonic Radio 
The original Mr Callee 

S250 11,000 H .000 DEPOSIT 
lo to or otS100or 

SOH ,.. ... ...... ...... 
FREE FREE FREE s 500 
FREE FREE FREE 4 00 
FREE FREE FREE 4 00 
FREE FREE FREE 4 00 

$ 300 FREE FREE 700 
300 FREE FREE 7 00 
300 FREE FREE 7 00 
500 $2 00 FREE 900 
600 300 FREE 1000 
800 500 FREE 1200 
800 500 FREE 1200 

10 00 7 00 $400 1400 
2300 2000 17 00 27 00 

compounded continuously to yield 5.39% 
annually. from day of deposit to day of 
withdrawal Never a penalty or fee of any kind. 

•cannon blanket available in blue. yellow or green. Choices available while supplies 
last ALL PRICES PLUS ILUNOIS SALES TAX 

KEEP YOUR "TOMORROW,. MONEY 
IN HIGH YIELD SAVINGS CERTIFICATES! 
Invest as little as $1.000. and earn up lo HI% 
(compounded annual yield 8.17%) 
depending upon term. and have a 
guaranteed return. However. a 
substantial penalty must be 
assessed for early withdrawal. 

NOW YOU CAN PUT PART 
OF YOUR PAYCHECK IN 
A RETIREMENT FUND, 
AND TAKE IT AS 
A TAX DEDUCTION! 
It's the best news to come , ... -~ 
along in years. for anyone ~,,_ i 
who hasn't yet started a 
retirement fund. If you . I' 
are not now a member '":. · 
of an approved · 
retirement plan at work. \ 
the government allows 
you to deposit up to 
$1 ,500 of gross 
income every year. 
in a lax-sheltered 
Individual Retiremen 
Account (IRA). 

And if you are self
employed, you can set 
aside upto$7.500of gross 
income annually in a Keogh 
Plan retirement fund. In both 
cases. the principal and interest 
are tax-sheltered until you retire. 
when you'll probably be in a much 
lower tax bracket. 

Come in or call one of our savings counselors for full information 
about how to set up a retirement plan suited to your income and 
your needs. 

WIN A FREE 
FLORIDA VACATION 
AND BAHAMA ISLAND 

CRUISE I >~'· 
Think of 1t! A fun-filled vacaiRi!l 
fortwo, including airfare. En~y 

4 fabulous days and 3 nights 
liviny it up at a plush Miami 

Beach hotel: PLUS a luxury 3 
day. 2 night cruise aboard the 
S.S. Freeport in the Bahamas. 

Just come into North 
Federal Savings, fill out an 

official entry form, and drop it in 
the box. No savings deposit 

required. Anyone may enter. Anyone 
may win. It could be you! Winner will be 

selected by the Resort Hotel Association of 
Jacksonville, Florida, and will be 

notified by mail. Limit one entry per 
family. Otter ends November 15.1975. 

nQrth 
federal savings 

CLARK AT NORTH FSLIC CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60610 
664-4320 -

l 

I 



""' Burr Tillstrom, who, according to Mary 
Tyler Moore and others, is the father of some 
of our closest friends. 

by Bill Donaldson 

Last month Kukla, Fran and Ollie came back to television 
in a weekly series set to run nationally the whole season. Now, 
that's epic news for a lot of people, but the return was quiet, 
with little advance notice and no fanfares. They simply 
turned up one Saturday afternoon as though they'd never 
been away. 

In a sense, they haven't. The Kuklapolitans were here be
fore the coaxial cable, steadily in the 50s, sporadically since 
then: a guest appearance here, a five-minute re-run there, un
til the early 70s, when they performed a few half-hour shows 
for public television. Now they're back on NBC every Satur
day at 5 p.m., as fresh and spirited, and as welcome, as they 
were almost thirty years ago. For many of us whose attach
ment to Kukla and his friends goes back to those early days 
of television when they occupied a tiaily time slot (if you 
raced home from school, you could just make it), the Kukla
politans have always been with us. And if we haven't been 
able to see them regularly in the past few years ... well, that 
seems somehow to have been our fault. 

Most of the half-hour segments in the present series are 
new. Five of them are borrowed from the four-year-old PBS 
series; all the others have been taped this summer or are to be 
taped at the Goldwyn Studios in California. Burr Tillstrom, a 
native Chicagoan and still a resident of the Near North Side, 
remembers when Chicago was a television center and would 
rather have the show done here, like in the old days. "I look 
forward to the time," he says, "when Kukla and company 
can remain here, both for taping and perhaps for live theater 
as well." Until such a beautiful time, Tillstrom is a cross
country commuter, along with Fran Allison, a former Chica
goan now residing in New Jersey. Happily, she was available 
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Saturdays at 5 on NBC: 
"Here we are 
Back with you again; 
Yes, by gum and yes, by golly! 
Kukla, Fran, and dear ol' Ollie." 

A CONVERSATION WITH 
BURR TILLSTROM 
to continue the new series (can anyone imagine the show 
without her?) and will appear in all the programs. 

Tillstrom's and Miss Allison's association goes back to the 

/

years during W.W. II, when they met selling war bonds to
gether in a temporary booth at the Wrigley Building plaza. 
Tillstrom was already a locally prominent puppeteer; Miss 
Allison, a WBBM radio personality. Tillstrom's and Kukla's 
friendship, though, goes back to the late 30s, when Tillstrom 
had a puppet theater at Marshall Field's, where he worked as 
a salesman in the toy department. They were hired for ten 
shows a day at the New York World's Fair of 1940, and then 
during the war, they and Mme. Ophelia Ooglepuss, the so
prano diva of the Kuklapolitans, entertained the hospitalized 
troops out at Great Lakes Hospital. "There were many en
tertainers at the time who volunteered to perform at Great 
Lakes," says Tillstrom. "Most of them performed in an audi
torium or in some convenient public room. Kukla and I, 
though, because of our small stage, were able to go into the 
wards themselves, to many patients who couldn't or wouldn't 
get around. One of our greatest rewards was in encouraging · 
responses in some of the men whom even the doctors had 
been unable to reach." For 1 his travelling show at the time, 
Tillstrom's mother, an accQmplished pianist, accompanied 
the troupe. . 1 ~ 

The Kuklapolitans worked a lot during the war years. The 
show was much in demand at Great Lakes, where its thera
peutic value was as highly prized as the fun and warmth it 
brought. And. there were those innumerable war bond drives. 
When Tillstrom and Ms. Allison first met, they had no idea 
of a collaboration. 

Just after the war, RCA, aware of the possibilities of tele
vision, hired Tillstrom and the Kuklapolitans to demonstrate 
the new medium. During the demonstration period, they 
travelled a good deal, as far away as Bermuda. Ollie (Oliver 
J. Dragon) had joined the troupe at this point and became 
Kukla's inseparable friend. 

' 
' 



I. 

·' 

' 
RIDING A' NOSTALGIA WA VE 

The KuklapOlita:ns Are nacE. 1 
falling out, but tbey neve:r hate each other. i don't try ~1 
gimmick them up. I can't change them. They \7ere e:;'..a!J ~ 
lished as characters before the TV show start sd. Aa·~ 
think of !<ran. Sht: reacts to them with alisolutz ~.o:K·t:j 
and spontaneity. She never memorizes liJles. She d0E>:1 
pretena or patronize." (Fran, incidenlally, first apP,ear-: 
on radii) as a singer in Iowa, then went to Chicago whcr"i 
she established herself as "Aunt Fannv" dn the Br€'a~'.fa .J 
Club. In private life, she is married to inu~ic publisher Ar-· 
chie Le\ington.) · i 

,..BY JON FOREMAN 

CH1CAGO-Kukla; Fran and Ollie-two 'delightful pup
pets and a:n equally delightful lady who were television 
favorites from 1947 to 1957-are back on the air again, 
ridi~g the crest of the revival wave. · 
· The weekly half-hour series returned to TV as part of 
the fall lineup and is syndicated to stations across the 
country (including KNBC Channel 4 in Los Angeles, 
where it is seen Sund:iys at 6 p.m.). ' ,,--

Kukla, the doll, and Ollie, the one-tooth dragon, arc 
creations of Burr Tillstrom, a 57-year-old Chicagoan who indifferent lo Ratings 
mixed his two characters with the never rehearsed, never In _Chicago, 'I'illstrom shares his 10th-floor apartmrnt 
planned responses of Fran Allison, the show's only human. with Emily, a collie who enjoys perching on the p11~- ··c-. 

Tillst.rom not only created the puppets, he created their teer's lap. Both prefer the livjng-room couch, which i~ ~;· f 
voices as well, as he did also for the other characters such uatC;d next to wall-to-wall windows that overlook L<.h.1.-" 
~ Beulah Witch, Fletcher Rabbit and Ophelia Oogelpuss. Michigan. the congested I..n.ke Shore Drive and thf: quit:.· 

Of the puppets,-Tillstrom says, "We try to maintain a ter, tree-saturated streets of the city's Near \'0rth Side. 
basic honesty a.nd consistency with the characters. ': Ti!Urom has thinning gray and white hair nevi bat r~-
They'rc all individuals. They have personalities and they tains an animated face and disposition. He talked al:Jr;11t 
all work together. I think that has something to do with televi,:ion ratings, the system that can make or break his 
the show's appeal, why it's been remembered all these show. . ' 
years. It's pure and it represents love. "I don't know what the ratings are since we started aT!d 

"Sometimes, Kukla, Fran, Ollie and the others have a ~ frankly, I don't really care," he said. "We ru;1 ever) thhg 

.. 

I 

J 

·~ 

J in the world on polls and numbers. Our whole culttirL is 
sort of based ~ sdf-satisfaction, on getting instead of g;v. 
ing. It's the same with 'l'V. · ". 

t 

"I grew np in the tradition of the artist as a giver. Fr::i'l 
and I always did the show because we loved to do ;,. 
There was absolute identification with it. We never ~lc'.i'! 
attention to the ratings. Most television is constructc~ o 
fit between commercials. J don't want to compete w1~h 
other programs. We couldn't anyway with all those \')lie'.: 
shows. Besides, we ret letters from people who rerr.eml ic-r 
Kukla, Fran and Ollie. Those letters c.re the only kir.~ of 
rating.> thaJ matter to me." 

The fans had more than .memories of the network epi
c.~<:. ~.zy<I~s to ~r_llieir fondn~Es for the show. T~e Kukhpo-

~1tans 2!Jriear :;tro on Children's Film Festival ano OC· 

casiomlly on Put.lie Broadcasting Senice programs. T1\·o 
y~ar~ ago, Chicago's Goodman Theater ofiered a two-1101.n 
retrospective, using films, sii?es and live coMmcntarj' • \ 
from Kukla and Ollie. /Jr_(;i.L !Ju)(>.!) f':J 

And thanks to independcn( :.+ev. Y6t;j( procIT:cer l\lartin 
'rahs<!, the puppe:ts now are back on the air. \ 

Still Artis!-i~·Resideuce 
"Martin and I have k11own each other 10 years," Till

slror:' recalled. ''A little over a year ago, we decided to I 
work together. We taper! some pilot promos in this apart
ment last April. He screened the PBS shows and edited 26 

1 of them for commercial television. We also made a deal ' 
for 13 new episodes.Be took the whole package to a syn- \ 

', dicator." , 
·. ''I'm !"till artist-in-residence at Hope College (in Holia11d, 

Mic:1.), but it':; a vei:y free thing. Actually, I'd rJth~t nc.i. 
outline any forr1 of acti\.ity for my~elf. I enjov bl'liig ac
tive in a u\:.ativ<> way. I Jiw. s\mp!y. in some ''"iJi', T{ is 
a marv(; ous rr.cdi1:i.1 It covers so mar.y peoµle." 

The ;::how drarr~ at his mind. "\Ve're committed to it fr:r 
a yeCJr. If there'~ cno1,;gh 1oterr:i't. I t111nk we have -3. r:
soonsioilit y to continue with iL. Bul if anr,1 h,,r WCI'\ ra:~-.i:: 
almw to c;;prcss my~<'lf. I J do i'.. . I don't ,,·aut l::> b(' 1or.U·d 
.into a ioP•'at. i'll tc honc3t: l'd Jove to go on with K.:~;~ ... 
Fr~in arid uUir>. h!.~ i .·fr1n't lti'lf"\Ur ,s; """ ,.. .... _ -------· ... , ,. 



fb1tervie ~, \vitl1 
(\. ~ -~"'ooth Drago~1 

By Judy r!ander 
Wa.,:h'!"lf;t1m Star Staff Wri ter 

Ollie, the dr~~gon, surveys the audi
c:-icc. "I'm cou'1ting the house," he says. 
"I don't speak before less than 50 peo
ple." 

Flash bulbs light up the small stage 
where the N::itional Association of Broad
casters puppetry.workshop is being held. 

Ollie freezes. his best side to the cam-
• eras. "I'm the one with the sex appeal." 

h,~ assures nc. Kukla, embarrassed 
hurriedly suggests I begin the intervie.,; · 
that was unexpectedly incorporated into 
th<> beginning of the workshop. 

"WHERE WERE YOU. born?" I ask, 
relying on that old standby to mask my 
stagefright. There are fewer than 50 
pe?ple there, but those puppets are 
ta!t:mg to me. 

"I wasn't Lorn. I just appeared. I just 
appeared," Kukla answers honestly. 
Ollie butts in helpfully but he can't resist 
an ego trip: "Kukla wasn't born. He was 
always here. He always had that round 
bald head and that high squeaky voice. 
But I was born. My mother was the fa
mous Olivia Cragan and ·1 am a graduate 
of Dra2on P rep." And ·without urging or 
even a suggestion, Ollie sings his alma 
m ater's song. '· 

It ' somewhat unnerving to interview 
puppets , especially if they are the alter 
egos of the witty multi-voiced Burr Ti"ll- . 
strorr: of the "Kukla, Fran and Ollie" 
television show. Kukla is on Tillst rom's 
right hand, and Ollie on the left. Periodi
cally, they go "backstage" and other 
Kuklapolitans take over. With Tillstrom 
behind the scene, it is only seconds be
fore you forget that Kukla. Ollie, Ma
dame Ooglepuss and Beulah Witch are not 
or..e person. 

"HELLO, MY DEAR," says Madame 
Ooglepuss. who is inordinately flattered 
by a request for a song. "Which one?" 
she asks in cull ivated tones. "I'll leave it 
up to you," I tell her. 1 

• 

'l don't believe I know that one," she 
says with a straight face. Up pops Kukl.a. 
"Sbe used to be in vaudeville." he ex
plains, then disappears. Madame Oogle
pt:ss sino;:> a r,crcifullv brief a r i<\ and 
P;<its to polite app!aus'c. E11ter Buelah 
'Witch. "Hello. honey," s:1e says in her 
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At left is, of course, Kukla, and at right is, of course, Ollie. The unfamiliar face in the middle is Burr Tillstrom, t!Je voice 
and the hands behind all the action and conversation on the puppet stage. 

scratchy voice, taking right over. "I be
lieve in liberation. No side-saddle for 
Buelah Witch. I fly astride because I'm 
liberated. You can put that in ·your 
story." 

The story started earlier yesterday, at 
a luncheon interview with Till<;trom dur
ing the closing clay of the Nationa I As
sociation of Broadcnsters conference on 
children's television. (When time· ran out, 
Tillstrom had suggested the interview be 
continued during the workshop; h0 dicn't 
mention that the Kuklapolitans would 
t3ke over.) 

Fran Allison, the only onstagc human 
ember a·f "Kukla, Fran a11d Ollie," 

•asn·t there. Tillstrom was to meet her 
in New York tod:iy to film introductions 
to the "CBS Children's Film Festival" for 
which "Kukla, Fran and Ollie" have 
been hosts since 1966. 

The news is that " Kukla, Fran and 
Ollie" will be rct •ming this fall to na-

' dona! television on a r'.!gular bosis fer 
the first time since 1957. "NBC has 
bousht it for its stations in Washington, 
Chic:?go, Los Angeles. CJP.veiand and 
N~w Ycrk," says Tillstrorn. The pro-

gram, which will be syndicated, wi!J be 
shown here at 7 p.m. Saturdays on WRC-
4. 

mY, AFTER ALL these years is 
there a renewed interest in what was 
probah!y television's fi!·st "family 
show?" 

"People Jove the show," says Tillstrom 
~imply. "Ther~ arc a great many people 
now running the industry who grew up 
with 'Kukla, Fran and O:Ee."' Tillstrom 
is a garrulous, grcg<•rioi:s frl!ow witi1 

See iWKI~A. C-.S 
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lfEeie;\;,iSion iReviews ~ 
Don Adams Screen Test 

(Sat., 7 :30-8 p.m., KNBC) 
Lighthearted approach saves 

day in new series offered to 
syndie market by MCA-TV. 
Taped at Universal, idea would 
seem to have sprung from 
screen test from Uni tours -
with celebs added and a contest 
included. 

Don Adams hosts pair of tests 
in which contestants are 
selected from audience by 
casting directors and resolved 
by guest director, in first epi
sode Jackie Cooper. Scenes from 
films - "Destry Rides Again" 
and "From Here To Eternity" -
are matched by W6uld-bes with 
pro actor (Doug McClure, 
Danny Thomas, standing in for 
James Stewart, Burt Lan
caster) . 

Filming is shown, including 
outtakes, and final product, 
shown in b&w to approximate 
originals, gives overall impres
sion of contestants' ability. In 
this case, Pamela Rodriquez in 
Marlene Dietrich role won, was 
given part in feature film. 

Producer Marty Pasetta 
directed with zest and economy. 
Gerald Gardner, Dee Caruso 
wrote sharp material for . occa
sion. Tone. 

Kukla, Fran And Ollie 
HERE COMES THE CIRCUS 

(Sun., 6-6:30 p.m., KNBC) 
Joyful return of children's 

show (which many adults may 
find rewarding as well as wise 
beyond kiddie expectations) pits ' 
Fran Allison against ticket taker 
Buelah, who is observing 
inflation, and brings her into 
contact with kinder Kukla, the 
ringmaster. 

The characters are there, with 
Ollie as roustabout, and Buelah 
changing roles to become 
nervous trapeze artist. Fletcher 
is around with his trained worm 
who tries adding twos, and Fran 
patiently bides her time talking 
with her puppet friends, who are 
far more sophisticated than 
might at first be expected. 

Burr Tillstrom, who writes, 
speaks for all puppets and han
dles them with all the skill of 
yesteryear, knows his audience .. 
The old team, not looking a day 
older, gets in there and pitches 
for the circus to delight of young
sters. It's in a good timeslot, and 
something worth attention of 
viewers who may find some
thing both new and nostalgic in 
one of the rare traditions of tv 
still around. 

Produced by Tillstrom and 
Martin Tahse Prods., distri
buted on syndie trail by Baron 
Enterprises, half hour is charm
ing. Tone. 



UP-166 
CKIDS AT THE WHITE HOUSE) 

<BY R !CHARD H. ffiOWALD) 
WASHINGI"ON CUP!) -- SOME 500 CHILDREN OF WASHINGroN·s DIPLOMATIC 

COLONY ROMPED INTO THE WHITE HOUSE TUESDAY AND ASKED PRESIDENT FORD'S 
wIFE BETTY QUEST IONS THEIR PARENTS PROBABLY NEVER WOULD DARE. 

MRS. FORD HAD NO SOONER SHOUTED A "HI!" TO THE CHILDREN AT THE 
EAST ROOM PARTY WHEN ONE YOUNGSTER SHOUTED, "WHERE•s MR. FORD?" 

THE FIRST LADY LAU(}{ED AND REPLIED, "I HOPE THE PRESIDENT IS 
WORKING. THAT'S WHAT HE'S SUPPOSED TO BE DOING." 

"WHY?" DEMANDED ANOTHFR OF THE CHILDREN BETWEEN 5 AND 10. 
. .. ..... . . - . .. -- - -
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By Harry Nallchayan-The Washington Post 

Celebrating with Betty Ford at the White Howe ... 
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The Whit~ House· 1Jnd the Vic;,,.1, 
. fresident'.•. R:ouse ·were both filled · 

with crowds ·on Tuesday-but only 
about 4 feet up ' from the floors. If 
wqs the day to· have children in for 
early Christmas cel~brating. ·. • ; 
,, Bill Nic.holson, the director of 
presidential scheduling, was 

, "?earing a Santa Claus suit and First 
· Lady Betty Ford was wearing a 
,: r~ula r suit . ~hen they entertained , ' 

.the children of' diplomati at ·.the 
.. Whit~ House par~y, The annual 

party, arranged by-The Hospitality 
and Information Servfoe ·(THIS) 
also starred· "Kukla, Fran cfod.', 
Ollie" and feat\lred punch ·and 
cookies and dialogue between Mrs: 
Ford and the children, left. .t • 

. At the Vice Presider.it's House' on 
the' Naval Obs.ervatory gr~und.s; i.t 
was the children · who did the'· en· 
tertaining . .Vice President a'nd f.1.rs: ., : 
Net son Rockefeller, right, ·were 
serenaded with a selection of carols\ 
by singers who 'will also be traveling · 
around the area hotels, restaurants 
and shopping centers, to benefit 
Children's · Hospital National 
Medical Center in a project called 
"Caroling for Children's." 

By Ellsworth Davis-The Washlnvton Pool 

Admiral's Howe. . 
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