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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 24, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

P~· ER SORUM 

S AN PORTER 

-
SUBJECT: Action Memo 

Mrs. Ford has accepted the following out-of-house 
invitation: 

EVENT: Visit to D. C. Village (accompanied by Mr. Flip Wilson) 

DATE: Monday, July 14, 1975 

TIME: 10:30 a.m. 

PLACE: D. C. Village 
Washington, D. C. 

CONTACT: Dr. William Lukash, ext. 2672 
Dr. Shuford, D. C. Village, 629-8203 

COMMENTS: As the attached material reflects, D. C. Village 
is an institution dedicated to the care and 
rehabilitation of the indigent elderly in the 
Distr t of Columbia. Dr. Lukash has prepared 
the att~ched, quite complete paper on this visit. 
Mr. Flip Wilson, who traditionally visits hospitals 
in cities where he ls entertaining and who has 
been active in cancer programs, will accompany 
Mrs. Ford. The file is attached. Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
Warren Rustand 
William Nicholson 
Dr. Lukash 
Arthur Quern 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 

Digitized from Box 6 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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:VlEMORANDUM 

EVENT: 

COORDINATOR: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

GUEST: 

BACKGROUND: 

THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

Personal Appearance of Mrs. Ford 
X.~l.., 

William M. Lukash, Physician to the President £-
'D-..:... ~Vc=o-.J::)1 . ":a.~-8'l-0,3 

6."T" ~.C-"'~ July 14, 1975 (Monday) 

10:30 am to 11:30 am 

D. C . Village, Washington, D. C . , 15 minutes 
from the White House 

Mr. Flip Wilson will accompany the First 
Lady. Flip traditionally visits hospitals in 
every city where he is entertaining. He 
actively supports cancer programs and is 
noted for his humanitarian efforts, generally 
done without publicity. 

D. C. Village is an institution dedicated to the 
care and rehabilitation of the indigent elderly 
in the District of Columbia. The emphasis is 
on personal attention and programs that will 
lessen the isolation and loneliness that afflicts 
our elderly population in Washington. This 
institution was formerly established as the 

, Poorhouse of Washington in 1801. It was 
visited in 1940 by the then First Lady, Mrs. 
Franklin Roosevelt, who dramatized the 
insensitive care provided to the poor and 
6.estitute elderly by her personal visit. Mrs. 
Roosevelt informed her husband and the Congress 
regarding the pitiful state of care for the elderly. 
As a result, Congress finally appropriated funds 
for the new addition and infirmary which was /.~ 
finally opened in 1954. (~) "" ('\. 
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SEQUENCE: 

10:35 am 

10:50 am 

11:05 am 

11:20 am 

11:30 a:m 

PRESS: 

2 

Mrs. Ford has established her stand on support 
regarding the elderly in this country by her recent 
public appearance in Los Angeles where she was 
photographed with the 98 year old Negro lady 
involved with the Foster Parent program. 
Currently, 20 million American citizens are over 
65. Many more will face the difficult period of 
retirement with its associated isolation and 
dehumanizing aspects of social detachment. This 
is a significant group of visibly viable citizens 
who can contribute to society and can be potentially 
a strong political force in achieving personal rights 
that they have already earned by providing us with 
their heritage. 

Arrive at D. C. Village and view day care patients 
who arrive at the hospital by bus from their 
neighborhood just for the day time activities. 

Visit typical bedroom, the recreation hall and the 
dining hall. 

Visit session of motivational stimulation where a 
group of elderly patients will be stimulated to 
active group participation. Questions can be 
answered by the therapist. 

Visit occupational therapy, see the patients working. 

Depart D. C. Village for the White House. 

This will be an excellent opportunity for the press 
to see the First Lady and Flip Wilson actively 
involved with patients and to str.ess the importance 
of allowing the elderly to respond as sensitive. 
understanding people. The whole trip will stress 
the fact that there are other ways to help our elderly 
in sustaining their identity and self-esteem rather 
than institutionalization. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

directions to D. C. Village: 

---- Sc Ctw 
(

South Capitol Street Bridge ~'\ I 1-tL s.;:t" 1.-/ i,l.~~'-~5~ , 
go past Bowling Field Ul.t-~f.-

2 q5 ~,, stay on right hand lane, and go past Bowling Field. 
'- l.__ brings you to Naval Research. 

stop sign 
turn left--under bridge (295 oveepass) 
(on left will be fire training station and D. C. Police 
Academy) 
road curves to the right 
tli,rn immediately to the left--following signs to 

D. C. Police ACademy 
in front will be 2-story building with 2 flags-­

you' re there~ ~ ~ 

b.1~tctdly --

' . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

VIA: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

July 9, 1975 

MRS. FORD 
t!/ f; :1/t 
,ii ,"l 

RED CAVANEY'.' .. \, 
/,,; . .,r ~-''t 

PETER SOR UM \:f' 

YOUR VISIT TO D. C. VILLAGE 
Monday, July 14, 1975 

Attached at TAB A is the proposed schedule for the subject event. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE ---
BACKGROUND 

D. C. Village is dedicated to the care and rehabilitation of the 
indigent elderly in the District of Columbia. The emphasis is 
on personal attention and programs that will lessen the isolation 
and loneliness that often afflicts the elderly. D. C. Village was 
established in 1801 as the Poorhouse of Washington. Mrs. Franklin 
Roosevelt visited the facility in 1940 as First Lady to draw 
attention to the. insensitive care provided to poor at that time. 
While conditions are greatly improved today, your visit will 
call attention to the methods of helping the elderly to sustain 
their identity and self-esteem. 

You will be joined for this visit at the White House by Flip 
Wilson. 



10:05 am 

10:30 am 

10:35 am 

10:40 am 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE 

MRS, FORD'S VISIT TO 
D. c. VILLAGE I 

Monday, July 14, 1975 

7/9/75 
4:00 pm 

Mrs. Ford and Flip Wilson board motorcade on 
South Grounds. 

MOTORCADE DEPARTS South Grounds en route 
D. C. Village. 

fDriving time: 25 minutes] 

MOTORCADE ARRIVES D. C. Village. 

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson will be met by: 
Dr. Frank Shuford, Director of D. C. Village 

· Dr. Tzi-Minkao, Chief of Treatment 
Dr. William St. John, Medical Officer 
Mrs. Kathryn Carroll, Chief Nurse 

PRESS POOL COVERAGE 

Mrs. Ford and Flip Wilson proceed to library. 

NOTE: A press pool will accompany 
Mrs. Ford through the tour of the facilities. 

·Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson arrive library to greet 
patients and volunteers. 

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson depart library en route 
Recreation Hall. 



10:42 am 

10:48 am 

10:50 am 

10:58 am 

11:00 am 

11:10 am 

11:15 am 

11:20 am 

11:25 am 

11:50 am 

-2-

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson arrive Recreation Hall to 
observe music session. 

NOTE: The patients will sing "Happy 
Birthday" in honor of the President. 

/ ! 

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson thank song leaders and 
depart Recreation Hall en route Occupational Therapy 
Room. 

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson arrive Occupational Therapy 
Room to greet patients and volunteers. 

NOTE: Mrs. Ford Ytill receive a gift 
:made by the patients. 

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson depart Occupational Therapy 
Room en route Motivational Stimulation demonstration 
area. ' 

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson arrive motivational stimulation 
area for demonstration. 

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson depart demonstration area 
en route Day Care area. 

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson arrive Day Care area to 
greet patients and volunteers. 

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson depart Day Care area en 
route motorcade for boarding. 

MOTORCADE DEPARTS D. C. Village en route South 
·Grounds. 

rDriving time: 25 minutes] 

MOTORCADE ARRIVES Sou~h Grounds. 
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For immediate release 
Thursday, July 10, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford and Comedian Flip Wilson will visit patients at the 
D. C. Village Monday, July 14 at 10: 30 a. m. 

The purpose of their visit is to learn about the facility and visit 
with its patients. D. C. Village is an institution dedicated to the 
care and rehabilitation of the indigent elderly in the District of 
Columbia. It stresses personal attention and progravn s to help 
the elderly l"l\Cd.ntain their independence as opposed to institutionalization. 

Flip Wilson, who traditionally visits hospitals in cities to which he 
travels, is coming to Washington specifically to visit the facility, which 
he learned about in an earlier visit to ,Washington. He and Mrs. Ford 
will visit the library, the recreation hall, the occupational therapy 
area and see some of the Villages' programs in action. 

# # # # 

Mrs. Ford & Fl:ip Wilson will be met by: 
Dr. Frank Shuford, Director of D. C. Village 
Dr •. Tzi-Minkao, Chief ·of Treatment 
Dr. William St. John, Medical Officer 
Mrs. Kathryn Carroll, Chief Nurse 
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For immediate release 
Thursday, July 10, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford and Comedian Flip Wilson will visit patients at the 
D. C. Village Monday, July 14 at 10: 30 a. m. 

The purpose of their visit is to learn about the facility and visit 
with its patients. D. C. Village is an institution <.;ledicated to the 
care and rehabilitation of the indigent elderly in the District of 
Columbia. It stresses personal attention and program1 s to help 

( the elderly l'l\tUntain their independence as opposed to institutionalization. 

Flip Wilson, who traditionally visits hospitals in cities to which he 
travels, is coming to Washington specifically to visit the facility, which 
he learned about in an earlier visit to ,Washington. He and Mrs. Ford 
will visit the library, the recreation hall, the occupational therapy 
area and see some of the Villages' programs in action. 

# # # # 

Mrs. Ford & Flip Wilson will be met by: 
Dr. Frank Shuford, Director of D. C. Village 
Dr •. Tzi-Minkao, Chief ·of Treatment 
Dr. William St. John, Medical Officer 
Mrs. Kathryn Carroll. Chief Nurse 



For immediate release 
Thursday, July 10, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

! 

Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford and Comedian Flip Wilson will visit patients at the 
D. C. Village Monday, July 14 at 10: 30 a. m. 

The purpose of their visit is to learn about the facility and visit 
with its patients. D. C. Village is an institution dedieated to the 
care and rehabilitation of the indigent elderly in the District of 
Columbia. It stresses personal attention and progra1;n s to help 
the elderly l't\tUntain their independence as opposed to institutionalization. 

Flip Wilson, who traditionally visits hospitals in cities to which he 
travels, is coming to Washington specifically to visit the facility, which 
he learned about in an earlier visit to ,Washington. He and Mrs. Ford 
will visit the library, the recreation hall, the occupational therapy 
area and see some of the Villages' programs in action. 

Y1¥ 
~ ~ 

# # # # 

Press who need transportation should not~/ Mrs. Ford's 
press office by 5 p. m. Friday, July ll. :th:~e is room for 
12 to accompany. 

Flip Wilson's contact: Paul Cooper (213) 659 3870 

~ ~ ~~i~·s~ 
~.) ~ ./.-,._(-_,;.~ .f-~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

directions to D. C. Village: 

--- So~ uth Capitol Street Bridge 6-'\ I 1-t..l. s::t" ~ ~ 
past Bowling Field 

5 )'5o. y on right hand lane, and go past Bowling Field. 
brings you to Naval Research. 

stop sign 
turn left--under bridge (295 ovee pass) 
(on left will be fire training station and D. C. Police 
Academy) 
road curves to the right 
tur" immediately to the left- -following signs to 

D. C. Police ACademy 
in front will be 2-story building with 2 flags-­

you' re there~~ ~ 

bo'51atlly -

> • 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

directions to D. C. Village: 

~ , 1-t.L ~ £,{ ~:,Su~*' . J South Capit~l Str~et Bridge 0/\ v-- c.q.\•Jt . 
} go past Bowling Field '- ';,ti~ 

2 q5 "$.:,~ stay on right hand fane, and go past Bowling Field. 
'--- l__ brings you to Naval Research. 

stop sign 
turn left- -under bridge (295 oveepas s) 
(on left will be fire training station and D. C. Police 
Academy) 
road curves to the right 
turn immediately to the left--following signs to 

D. C. Police ACademy 
in front will be 2- story building with 2 ·nags- -

you' re there~ ~ ~ 

2c1s soui h., ~~KQ ~'")cd.A....ul 
~.~cl.,.1c.R. exd 1 Ioele- IT-..ir 

1X_ \/• 1 /(JL~(L S\ J-'>" S. 
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VISIT OF MRS. FORD AND FLIP WILS'-lN 
TO DISTRICT 0.F' COi: .. UMIHA V1LLAGE 

July 14, 1 <) 7 '.) 
10~3(1 - l h30 am 

PRESS RELEASE 

In 1906 the Bo<.1.rd of Commissioners of the Distrlct of Colmnbia 
officially opened the first public institution for the care of foe aged 
and infirm residents of the District of Columbia. The first inhabi­
tants were a hodge-podge of aged, infir1n, indigent, alcoholic and 
m.entally retarded individuals. The institution through dramatization 
of a woeful situation by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt in the 1940 1s, 
ventured into a rr1ore modern program for the care of the aged and 
infirm. Throughout subsequent years, each First Lady in turn. 
Mrs. Roosevelt, Mrs. Eisenhower, Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. Johnson 
and Mr~. Nixon expressed an interest in D. C. Village and its elderly 
residents. 

D. C. Village is a component of the Department of Human Res.ources 
in the District of Columbia. It includes a 200-bed hospital complex 
and 10 cottage units which provide comprehe.nsive care for 500 patients 
in the specialized field of geriatrics •. The average age of patients at 
D. C. Village is 76 years. According to the latest figures there are 
90, COQ old residents in the District of Columbia \vho a.re 65 years or 
older. Five percent of the elderly over 65 require institutionalization. 

The total effort <.Jf the professional staff at D. C. Village is directed 
toward helping the patients maintain their self-esteem, pride and the 
awareness that he or she has not been forgotten by the community. 
Through group activities the institution can rnaintain an important 
facet of the patient's socialization. The Comm~nity Activities Program 

· seeks to effectively counteract the effects of institutional living by 
providing stimulating social, recreational and religious activities, 
ideally hel.ping the patients to reach full potential in terms of personal 
fulfillment and contentment. 

Many volunteers from surrounding communities donate their energy 
a.nd service to the elderly by supplying and sharing new experiences. 
Regular visiting volunteers enable some of the patients to grow from 
acquaintanceship to concerned friends. The main goal is that 
perhaps some of the elderly patients will regain their confidence 
and security and return to their communities and neighborhoods and 
function as productive citizens. 

~··. ~; 





FAC'J SHEET 

1. 21. 8 million Americans, 0.r on.e out of every 10 citizens, is over 
the age of 65. 

2. About 1 million, or five percent, oi the nation's elderly live in 
nul"sing homes. 

3. The average life expectancy is 71. 3 years, indicating a higher 
percentage of elderiy citizens as time goes on. 

4. A disproportionate number of the American aged are women, 
who outnumber the men by 143 to 100. Women tend to outlive men 
by seven years. 

5. A great many older An1ericans are plagued by poverty. 4. 75 
million of the nation's aged exist on $2, 000 or less a year which is 
well below the Federal Governrnent's poverty line. 

6. Medical care for the aged should emphasize the prevention of 
illness and preservation of health while keeping the aged in their 

· communities and avoid institutionalization. 

7. Society is urged to make better use of the elderly, drawing on 
their experience and talents and giving them a greater voice in. 
matters that concern them. 

8. The reservoir of talent tapped from the elderly has been utilized 
in the Io llowi nP' wavs: 

1. The Foster Grandparent Progra_!!l, which pays oldsters for 
supervising dependent and neglected youngsters. 

2. The Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) which pays 
out-of-pocket expenses for the elderly to entertain the handicapped 
and visiting homebound patients. 

3. The Senior Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE) which 
rein1burses retired executives for expenses incurred while counseling 
small businesses and community organizations. 

9. Government programs for assistance to the aged include the 
following: 

1. Financial assistance ... through Social Security programs. 

2. Health care - which includes Medicare and Medicaid. . _. ·' ··, , .. ,t~ 
3. Nutrition - food stamps and programs enabling the elderly· -,..;.~\ ,,..., 

to have at least one hot n1eal a day. ~\ 

4. Housing - The National Council on the Aging publishes'.a ~) 
directo1·y of special housing benefits for the aged. ·,...,,. __ / 

5. Legal services - legal services are available for the elderly 

for legal assistance and protection of their rights and possessions. 



0 Vt ( h 0-M ¥tJ \ ~ ' I::'h a ' i 
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VISIT OF MRS. FORD AND FLIP WILSON 
TO DISTRICT OF COLU}..'1BIA VILLAGE 

July 14, 1975 
10:30 - 11:30 ain 

PRESS RELEASE 

In 1906 the Board of Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
officially opened the first public institution for the care of the aged 
and infirm residents of the District of Columbia. The first inhabi­
tants were a h'odge-podge of aged, infirm, indigent, alcoholic and· 
mentally retarded individuals. The institution through dramatization 
of a woeful situation by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt in the 1940 1 s, 
ventured into a more modern program for the care of the aged and 
infirm. Throughout subsequent years, each First Lady in turn, 
Mrs. Roosevelt, Mrs. Eisenhower, Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. Johnson 
and Mr~. Nixon expressed an interest in D. C. Village and its elderly 
residents. 

D. C. Village is a component of the Department of Human Resources 
in the District of Columbia. It includes a 200-bed hospital complex 
and 10 cottage units which provide comprehe_nsive care for 500 patients 
in the specialized field of geriatrics. The average age of patients at 
D. C. Village is 76 years. According to the latest figures there are 
90, OOQ old residents in the District of Columbia who ·are 65 years or 
older. Five percent of the elderly over 65 require institutionalization. 

The total effort of the professional staff at D. C. Village is directed 
toward helping the patients maintain their self-esteem, pride and the 
awareness that he or she has not been forgotten by the community. 
Through group activities the institution can maintain an important 
facet of the patient's socialization. The Community Activities Program 

- seeks to effectively counteract the effects of institutional living by 
providing stimulating social, recreational and religious activities, 
ideally helping the patients to reach full potential in terms of personal 
fulfillment and contentinent. 

Many volunteers from surrounding coinmunitie s donate their energy 
and service to the elderly by supplying and sharing new experiences. 
Regular visiting volunteers enable some of the patients to grow frorn 
acquaintanceship to concerned friends. The main goal is that 
perhaps some of the elderly patients will regain their confidence 
and security and return to their communities and neighborhoods and 
function as productive citizens. 



FACT SHEET 

I. 21. 8 million Americans, o.r one out of every 10 citizens, is over 
the age of 65. 

2. About 1 million, or five percent, of the nation's elderly live in 
nursing homes. 

3. The average life expectancy is 7 I. 3 years, indicating a higher 
percentage of elderly citizens as time goes on. 

4. A disproportionate number of the American aged are women, 
who outnumber the men by 143 to 100. Women tend to outlive men 
by seven years. 

5. A great many older Americans are plagued by poverty. 4. 75 
million of the nation's aged exist on $2, 000 or less a year which is 

. well below the Federal Government's poverty line. 

6. Medical care for the aged should emphasize the prevention of 
illness and preservation of health while keeping the aged in their 
comm unities and avoid institutionalization. 

7 •. Society is urged to make better use of the elderly, drawing on 
their experience and talents and giving them a greater voice in 
matters that concern them. 

8. The reservoir of talent tapped from the elderly has been utilized 
in the followin~ ways: 

1. The Foster Grandparent Program, which pays oldsters for 
supervising dependent and neglected youngsters. 

2. The Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) which pays 
out-of-pocket expenses for the elderly to entertain the handicapped 
and visiting homebound patients. 

3. The Senior Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE) which 
reimburses retired executives for expenses incurred while counseling 
small businesses and community organizations. 

· 9. - Government programs for assistance to the aged include the 
following: . __ 

/.;~ .. Fo~ 
1. Financial assistance - through Social Security programs~"! t'.:-· - r~;; ~ 
2. Health care - which includes Medicare and Medicaid. ·· t ..... 
3. Nutrition - food stamps and programs enabling the elderl"' 

/ 

' to have at least one hot meal a day. 

4. Housing - The National Council on the Aging publishes a 
directory of special housing benefits for the aged. 

5. Legal services - legal services are available for the elderly 

for legal assistance and protection of their rights and possessions. 

·;r 
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\i/ASHINGTO.l CUPI> -- FIRST LADY BF.TTY FORD AND COMEDIAN FLIP WILSON 
~ t10NDAY WILL TOUR THE D.C. VILLA GE, AN INSTITUTION FOR THE CARE OF 

INDIGENT ELDERLY. 
T~E COMEDIAf TRADIT!Of ALLY VISITS HOSPITALS IN CITIES WHERE HF. 

TRAVLLS AND SP~CIFICALLY WANTED TO VISIT D.C. VILLAGE, THE WHIT£ 
HOUSE SAID. 

HE AND MRS. FORD 'ILL VISIT !Hf. LIBRARY, RECREATION HALL AND 
OCCUPATIOf AL THF..RAPY AREA. 

UPI 07-10 ~5:59 P~D 
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~:~. RFORD-ELDERLY 
~FRANCES LEWINE 

WASHINGTON CAP> -- FIRST LADY BETTY FORD AND COMEDIAN FLIP WILSON 
TEAMED UP TODAY TO VISIT ELDERLY PATIENTS AT D. C. VILLAGE, EXPLAINING 
THEIR MISSION : '' TRYING TO BRING SOME SUN INSIDE'' ON A RAINY DAY . 

FOR AN HOUR , THEY TOURED THE FACILITY FOR THE AGED AND INFIRM , 
SHAKING HANDS AND ADMIRING HANDICRAFTS. 

WILSON , WHO IS WELL KNOWN FROM TELEVISION, WAS GREETED WITH DELIGHT 
BY SOME OF THE PATIENTS, WHO SURROUNDED HIM TO GET KISSED . HE 
LAUGHINGLY OBLIGED AND SIGNED AUTOGRAPHS AS WELL . 

MRS . FORD SAID THAT WHITE HOUSE PHYSICIAN DR . WILLIAM LUKASH , WHO 
ACCOMPANIED THE FIRST LADY, GOT HER INTERESTED IN MAKING HER FIRST 
VISIT TO D. C. VILLAGE , WHICH OTHER FIRST LADIES ALSO HAVE VISITED. 

MRS . FORD TOLD REPORTERS AFTER HER TOUR : '' I AM VERY INTERESTED IN 
ALL OF THESE PROGRAMS FOR THE HANDICAPPED . I HOPE TO GET AROUND TO 
MANY OF THE PROGRAMS HERE IN THE CITY.'' 

THE AVERAGE AGE OF PATIENTS AT D. C. VILLAGE IS 76 , BUT MRS . FORD MET 
ANUMBER WHO WERE GETTING CLOSE TO 100. 

LOUISE T. DEAN, 89 , WHO WAS DIRECTOR OF A BAPTIST CHURCH CHOIR FOR 
50 YEARS , WAS LEADING A GROUP IN THE AUDITORIUM SINGING HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
IN HONOR OF PRESIDENT FORD· s 62ND BIRTHDAY MONDAY WHEN MRS . FORD 
ARRIVED . 

THE FIRST LADY TOLD THE SPRY 89 - YEAR- OLD IT WAS '' A BEAUTIFUL , 
BEAUTIFUL THING'' TO BE AS WELL AND HAPPY AS SHE WAS AT HER AGE . 

WILSON , WHO HAS MADE A PRACTICE OF VISITING HOSPITALS AROUND THE 
COUNTRY -- IN 30 CITIES THIS YEAR , HE SAID -- WAS INTRODUCED BY MRS . 
FORD AS THEY WENT ALONG . '' I BROUGHT HIM ALL THE WAY FROM CALIFORNIA 
TO SEE YOU ,'' SHE SAID . 

WILSON ' S PARTICIPATION CAME THROUGH HIS MEETING WITH DR . LUKASH WHEN 
PRESIDENT FORD PLAYED IN THE LEE ELDER GOLF TOURNAMENT RECENTLY. 

MRS . FORD MET A 99- YEAR- OLD BLIND AND NEARLY DEAF WOMAN WHO WAS 
CROCHETING A WHITE CIRCULAR MAT , DOING IT AS SHE TOLD MRS . FORD , '' ONE 
STITCH AT A TIME.'' 

'' ONE STITCH AT A TIME , THAT ' S ALL ANYBODY OF US CAN DO,'' SAID THE 
FIRST LADY. '' THAT ' S JUST LIKE ONE STEP AT A TIME.' ' 

07- 14- 75 14: 05EDT 
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C-4 TheWashingtonStar -Tuesday, July 15, 1975 

A Day for Ford, 
Flip and Women 
By Isabelle Shelton 
Washington Star Starr Writer 

Yesterday was Presi­
dent Ford's 62nd birthday, 
and unofficially it was 
Flip . Wilson Day in the 
White House, too. 

It also w:is a mix.:.d day 
for women. The good news 
was that President Ford 
·met with the women who 
had represented this coun­
try at the recent Interna­
tional Women's Year con­
ference in Mexico City, 
praised their work and 
pledged to co-operate with 
them in carrying out the 
10-year World Plan of 'Ac­
tion voted in Mexico City, 
aimed at ending discrimi­
~ation against women. 

The bad news was that 
the people who put togeth­
er an afternoon birthday 
party for the President in 
the White House, attended 
by about 1,200 staff mem­
bers, were light years re­
moved from what IWY is 
nil about and are still 
doing business at the 

same old stand with locker 
room jokes of questionable 
taste. 

.. THE PRESIDENT 
indicated his willingness 
and interest in following 
through what our IWY 
commission is doing; I 
feel very confident he has 
the best interest of the 
American woman at 
heart," said Jill Ruckel­
shaus, head of this coun­
try's IWY commission and 
a delegate to Mexico City. 

"We got a real head of 
steam up among the 
women of the world and in 
our country • • . a real 
flying wedge started here 
that's going to impact on 
government, and that's 
the way social change 
takes_ place in the U.S.," 
said Pat Hutar, head of 
the U. $.-Mexico City 
delegation. 

That was the way it 
went out on the driveway, 
where the two women and 
former deputy . Solicitor 
General Jewel LaFontant 

· • held a press conference in 
the rain because the 
President's press office 
wouldn't let it be held in 
the press room, . 
. OVER IN the East 
Room, comedian Wilson 
entertained at the birth­
day party as "Geraldine," 
a role he played on his 
television show. 

if.{i4.'ft~ 

Mrs. Ford greets a D. C. Village patient as Flip Wilson makes a 
joke. The comedian also helped a patient thread her needle. · 

Wilson started his day 
on another White House 
mission - accompanying 
Betty Ford on a visit to 
D.C. Village to chat with 
the elderly, often ill pa­
tients who lived there -
meeting several as old as 
97. . 

Wilson and Mrs. Ford 
both were warm and 
sweet with the people they 
met, taking care to shake 
hands and talk with each 
of the patients, who were 
touchingly grateful. 

,?,t1.'~~~ .K~ 

William Whyte, former 
Reps. John Byrnes, Glenn 
Davis and Clark Mac­
Gregor, Rep. and Mrs. 
John Jarman, R·Okla., 
Rep. and Mrs. Elford 
Cederberg, R-Mich., 
Former Secretary of De­
f ense and Mrs. Melvin 
Laird, Mr. and Mrs. Bryce 
Harlow, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Collier, Sen. Rob­
ert Griffin, R·Mich. and 
Rod Markley. 

Mrs. Ford's birthday 
gift to her husband was a 
new family portrait, taken 
last month when the fami­
ly all gathered at the 
White House for daughter 
Susan's graduation from 
high school. Mrs. Ford, 
Jack Ford and Kennerly 
joined together to give the 
President a tennis outfit -
short shorts and a jacket, 
plus a bag and racquet 
cover. 
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Bf~~ F Ora, F'lljfWils6ti \V:fsi~!J~C'.'~Jl:illag~ 
. ~ ~t~da N~~~~i.f coun~ry 'd~.iii"_~~'$.~hear around · soo::~JGPl•.•J,sa~ · " ~'t . ·see Moll.\" ~~l>Ull on 

and Donnie l\adcliff~ · 1 meeting t>atte~.~· ·-·Y ,, Yeldell, who ~cofn~lell ~telev1s1on'1J~the tun&."" Lel· 
Waahlnirton Poet statr wrhera Mrs .. Ford ai:id Wilson saw Mrs. Forcj . arid ·Wilson. tba' Faulkner 97 told Mrs. 

\ First Lady Betty Ford and at. least 1-0Q patj.ents yester· "Th~se be~~i~re 't)~~dl~ by For~f &ft.er they ' ere Jntr 
cotnedlan FllP Wilson. ye&. day; personally greeting ·at'.~~ the ·•'Cl!>nun"":'ty.~ ·~e,, !J8ili,,• ".. c'" .1 

• w . o-
ter_.flay toured n.c. · .. Village, 11!1\St 'a. third of them. They. ~~4 ~ldei;JY '11¥ *8J.4ents .a.wait·• .. ~u~d ~'P]opa~ly JD.Ore than 

r . '.the District's pubifo · home to~red · the institution's li· ·· :111g .adrmssifun 1 to the '\tQme ~·I do/' the·.~ ~~ ,aa,id 
.• foi' tM elderly, meeuhi ~~ I brai"y, recreation center, au· are living; -/.·· 'less,~ -~~ ~. iwltl\.a lilW9.' ,• \ : . " '.r 

.signtilg autograpbs' 'M'i..ev- ... fS\\oft.~·. a1l4 sever~l ~he--,;• ' ~~~~:rP<>D. GJ.tl.o~ '..pIOC>nil .~·-,'s·. ~ • ', l'ota_ .. · .. tn. 4··~'1• 
eral dozen of the' tadlUY~S' .. rapy rooms, one ,of which .,. ••~-y. nJembe~ ~°"Cl1ftk not . e4 ~v~ o(pie p ... · 
588 patients. " con~ined a'. day care 'pro·"· want ·.tbem ttr '~ho p.~t tlen , manJ. t>f ·them.· blbif. 

The, )lour-lo!fg iout-,Bi:'ll'-: gram where elderly city r~:·:. J>r~~ W~!1! i:e.n;'V, 1_ or crf:p~~ed,~etlbeh~. and ~. 
ranged by Dr; wQlWrl. ~\t.~ J~.nts are ,take.n care of dur , .... ~~~·J..,.'.''!""1a' "nej)~f,Y. <lt15 .. ,Mi ;i~Pe,.._~ .. ~~ ... ~erapy ,. 

· .,, · · big the day and go home q» ~ ?'eCWii<t ""' · Wl:t c -"'88 ·tl-.ff~ ~ · · · 1 r · ·) · 
kash, ·President . ~ 01;d'1. 'Jler' . rj;latives at night. · . '. the, ho$Pltill·' ls cu'rr~ • uq ~'~. Qne ~~elderly 1': ja'ilent 
sonal phv.sician.~hc> •. d. h& ·· ·rh.e home ii J.oc.a\ed·m' th~ derltaff~ wjtb ~ '-111loy•. ' .-b~ ~h'..iqtd JtO. to Q•• spent at lea1U,r0: bQurs, ·Bl ·· nlalPB· · · t10 ·,, f.'. .ees. H'e'saidi.D>C. Vil1'a&1ia~. ~.1;·~ · .. 0 tt ~·· 
a week at ~· faclliij''fot 'the · So~~~st jUst s~~utb' · ~0 t., ~ l c~t budget~ .~ut $6"' .1\ at a ~ .. ·~e :than!r._ · · ~al( 
last three month_ 11.' : . ' ·n-111ft·.;; . A""'. Fpr;,o Bnse· Thoe -·nioft •l_ '.· • ·r_ A • • '" r "! '~ .... _ ... i" It I ··' ' j. , .. ~ ... : ·' •• F_ . ' c. 

'• • .. ; ~ ' ·: '1 • ' ' · '· GUUfll.ol6 q..U; ~ P • .1 'filiUlll U4 . . . ~+. ~ V'<'° · t ·~ ~ "1~ 11 · • ""'I'(!' .• ' 
1
' . ~ · '·~ ;f 

"I ~as very, irt'lPl.'eSSed ·~1'-itY w~ . est~'1i;isb~4 at · . , Ltttle·-.~d}tit ,hotJle~does::~·("''Of!~ .. sti~h ~ ,j : • ·JJ'. 
with"what .I ,sa'Y,. ~~r_ e ".!> 1

1 
;/•»{ue .. .,Plains iw 1006. Ten . ·not: llmlt .1weJ.l· exclueivelf· .like one -s~J> ·at s.-)_lin ~_ ... 

just. wantf.!d to-. get!.$0me. ~·.do 'tlie' hiY bajl~ ;o· to th~ ~care. ~()f 1be.~pQc>r·~?1'hat'$' Jtll ~ of·ua· qq::'do.~.;; 
pub~c exposure. for the ef- ·Ji.ew resldentlal cot~ges'Bnd ' "alfuougb the •.~stlt.'Rtion · .Mta: F.o_ fd aM.at.:t: .~:_T~r1' b. • 

fort Dt. Lukash said. a ·m~ern service building started out as a home fo1« Purl):lg their tqu.r,"W»son 
The physician sa,id he be- complex to replace outdated the indigent." 'He said '. .Pa- · · and' the )'Ir's~ Lady' met pa· 

came intereste~ in the 69- faclJ,i.ties at tbe home. tients at the facility m.ust be. tients w6~. have IW~~at the . 
year-old facility afteir talk- D.C. Village has an .ap- eld~rly .Medicare of 'Medi- inatlt'!ltion:for y~an an~ the 
ing with. two W~ite HoU$e proved capacity of about 1'12';;. c4i<\.. recipients" in need of . 50 who are·~ 6ie, ~$lltta1'a 
i;ecretaries who ~ _:vqlun~ . pati.ents, including the 200: · .sorrie form of ·institutional . · care during~ .day. ~. • · 
teers a~ the insj;itlltion: _He ;; ;~d skllled-care facility. Ac· care. ., • ~ Accor4lng , .'t9 · ~tJiartl 
told Mrs. Fprd 'fihat b.e had: cording to Joseph P . Yeldell, " "This is fll~ .Wlls9~ I Nash;' :JOhDS!>ll: · ~J. .ft\~ 
~n here . a~·,-~e· ·director of -the p:~. depart- broi,ight, hi~ Jll' .:the .. 'Yar: i ·!1ril._ FoJ."d and ',!i.¥n 'was 
interj!StecV'~..,-.... ll.r, , . ,.., .. ·/'. m,m.t, .. of human:, resourcl!s from -.®lfoml*./tcr . mee~ . · the-~eoi.glft. ... ' , ' 
L~ash 'sa~:',be··itnet .. 'Yll~ { "'wblch qJ>erates th~ £$cility, . YPU',"'4ra;"~~ ~as°'~'· f' ,;'.'l''V! ~n."1V•tifti.- fo_,see 

.~on,~ a•loc,ti ~J\oµrtl.· }l{l1~;ab!>U.~ U)Q. ).}. ed' §t -t.p.~ .... insti- .·~~ 1Wil10,r1~ eori:ie;ot r _.Jrll.P fo_r ·a.:lon'g ... ~t: ·1'.1Jsed .. 
ment a few -w~:~i,and ~~tioh ti.ave be~ clQJecJ, for. ..,_.the ·ipatlen ~Otrte lOl>JC-.. 1')~· waw.· ··I!!· 

1 
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the comediaJ! : btc~_. ipter~ · ~e lut y~~ because of .. · ¢uts , jtng ·great," ,· ·~- ~to, · tomfl ~ ~~e,'' ~·.' . 1 id~'"' es~ed.~ the proj~)Vilson .. ·in b?daet requests for~ the .. · of thein:Tbe a~e age .of: ' l(?l'ap. ~ , .. · .·con~til 
sa&d he bas .~urep ,• -Uast hoJip~L . .. . . . , -~ · :>µ.C .. Yij,l,ag& 'tell.l~entl$ ~· '1$ ; Usou•11.a~~a~b.J · ·'1 . .: 

{30hospitals111~µ~~ ;~~· .. ,:'We.nave , w~~;ugi of." 1Y~~ .- • '.!.. · · '.~ f~ . ~vd · ·· iU 
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_ ··-- ---•• t'• .,,,,.:u~ ru: u: ~IVlnf a pltCh 
at the President's semi- for volunteers,' medical . 
annual physical check-up director William T. St. 
that morning in the White John, aald Candidly; ex-
·House. ("He wouldn't plaining the ·\rfsit, "We 
come over to my place.'·') don't have very many 

"The President was people from outside and 
found to be physicallv fit," our elderly . ..are. kind of 
Geraldine reported. «First lonely." · · · 
Mama could have told 'us ,;.i,'/J··! 
that. The President h8s DR. WILLIAM l\.u .. 
kept his weight between KASH, the ·White House 
195 .• and 200. The Firat physician who bas a spe-
Mama could have told us · cial Jnterest ·in geriatrics 
that, too. . . · ,, 11. • and ·goes to D. ·c.·VUlage 

"The President .kept often, bad suggested . the 
talking about •a -broad visit. He also was respon-
base for the Republican sible for geWng . WilsOo to 
party.' I don't kJiow. any- town for the .birthday 
thing about a broad base. party1 explalalng . the 
J understand a 01ase broad. · comeaian W'8 "goOd for 

"The J>rtsident's swim- the President 'beeause he 
ming· program bas been .. makes · him' 'laUgb. He's 
added tO by the~~loy- :better for · him th. an 
ment of a lifeguard named . candy:· · . 1 

.. • • • 

Velma. an "-expert in Ford and. Wilson are 
mouth-to-mC>utb ~susci- · sometime . golfing com-
tation. She :W&S~l'eCOm- panions, -and FonUikes to 
mended i> y i)' avid i'ecall that he iecently won 
KeMerly, the president's a golfing bet so that ·wn-
personal . pboto~pher." son now will run a fund· 
(This was an .. in• joke for raiser for ..Ford's.presiden-. 
people who traveled with tia1 drive. U Ford had lost, 
Ford to Michigan last be would have pe on the 
weekend and .knew · that comedian'• TV ahow. · 
K~erly. ~d taken Up Wilson.didn't.make it to 
with an aJrline stewardeii the last birthday event of 
named Velma~~ . , ·· ... the day, a .J)l'lvate dinner 

,, · · · · . , -' ·· ~ for about '5 laeld in the 
MOST OP .the gueSts second fiocir family quar­

seemed to . &hink it ;WU • ters of 1'se 'Wbite · .HOuse: 
very f~. Olle of the 1be menu eanea for . beef . C 1A :uckelabaus. siroganoff, ·wild rice, 

"He k:•t f Uncserstanct mixed vegetables, salad, 
.ther .. __ h ?" sh · butter -~. ice cream, 

e1 • . ~ e e (Ford's -:laworite) and ·11 
c:ommentedquleilYlater. · cate-. :reading'" ''Happy 

.~::1~~;· 
J •• >;· J . , t • ''.. 1.Whl-,wal-nbf ' • 

·.~. < •• ,.: , t~.· BESIDES. 
the Fords and their son 
Jack, were Mr. and Mrs. 

-.. -- --·"""'···· _ ... -. ... 
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Mrs. Ford, Flip Wilson Visit p~t. Viflag-ej 
By Li..-.dil N~~...on Jone:: ccu:::t~· d!:ring the ~:1=! .:rc~r o.:-o~nd 300 peo;!i:," s.a.1,r '': ··~ ..Yow· J1w;ban.; u11 ; 

and Donnie Radcliffe meeting patients. Yeldell, who accompanied television' all the time" Lea- I 
WMhillcM>n Poet staff writers ·Mrs Fo,.d and ·Wilson 5'!lW Mrs. Ford and Wilson. . . - .. . ~ ' 1 
Firs~ Lady Betty Ford and at. least 100 patients yester· "Those beds are needed by Wit .r uuurner, lit, tom . .iv.1.rs. j 

comedian Flip w;1son yes- day, personally greeting at the community.'' 1 He- said Ford ~ter they were mtro­
terday toured D.C. Village, !cast a third of them. They elderly ~ity residents await- duced.: ''Probably more than j 
the D.~trict's lJUblic home toured· the institution's li- 'ing 8.d~s~c;m ,.to the ;home I do,'' the First Lad_y· saio. 
for the eidl!!"ly, meeting and brary, recreation center, au- are hvmg m less than de- with a sniile. 
signing autographs for sev- ditorium and several the-· sirable .Conditions" among Mrs. Ford anc Wilson 
eral dozen of the facility's rapy rooms, one of which family members who do not watched several of the pa-
588 patients. contained a day care pro- want them or who cannot tients, many of them blind 

The hour-long tour was ar- gram where elderly city res· pro~erly car~ for them. . or crippled, crochet and sew 
ranged by Dr. William Lu- idents are taken care of dur- . Richard Little, deputy di- in · one· of their therapy 

ing the day and go home to rector of the facility, said ·classes. 
kash, President Ford's per- th h 'tal · · tl relatives at night. e ospi is curren Y un- One elderly patient 
sonal physician;who said he The home is located.in the derstaffed with 450 employ~ .showed Mrs. Ford how to 
has spent at least two hours Blue . Plains section. of ees. He said·D.C.· Village has crochet a mat "One stitch J 
a week at the facility for the Southwest J·ust south of a _cu.rrent budget of about $6 .at a time," the blind woman 
last three months. II Bolling Air Force Base. The mi ion. said. I 

"I was very impressed facility was established at Little said the home does "One stitch at a time is 
with what I saw here so I Blue Plains in 1906. Ten not limit itself exclusively like one ·step at a time. 
just wanted to get some years ago the city built 10 to the care of the poor That's all any of us can do," 
public exposure for the ef. new residential cottages and "although the institution Mrs. Ford said. 
fort" Dr. Lukash said. a modern service building started out as a home for During their tour, Wilson 

The physician said he be- complex to replace outdated the indigent." He said pa- and the First Lady met pa· 
came interesteJ in the 69· facilities at the home. tients at the facility must be tients who have lived at the 
year-old facility afteD' talk- D.C. Village has an ap· elderly Medicare of Medi- institution for years and the 
ing with two White Hou!ie proved capacity of about 172 cai~ recipients in need of 50 who are in the hospital's 
secretaries who are volun- patients, including the "00- sonie form of institutional care during the day. 
teers at the institution. He bed skilled-care facility. Ac- care. · According to Bernard 
told Mrs. Ford what be had cording to Joseph P. Yeldell, "This is Flip Wilson. I Nash. Johnson, 81, meeting 
seen here and she became director of the D.C. depart· brought him all -the way Mr$. Ford and Wilson was 

interested. ment of human resources from California to meet ~'the perfect gift." 
Lukash said he met Wil· which operates the facility, you;" Mrs. Ford said as she "I've been wanting to see 

son at a local golf tourna- about 100 beds at the insti- and Wilson greeted some of Flip for a long time. I used 
ment a few weeks ago and tution have been closed for the patients. "You're look- to watch his show all the 
the comedian became inter- the last year because of· cuts ing great," she said to some time,'' she said, clutching a 
ested in the project. Wilson in budget requests for the of them. The average age of scrap of paper containing 
said he has toured at least .tiospital. D.C. Village res~dents is 76 Wilson's autograph. 
30 hospitafsthroughout the "We have a waiting list of year,s "l haven't been out of 
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here a day in four years. 
Four sears is a long time . 
but J. like it he.re,'' said Mrs. · 

'.Johnson, a District native. 
' 'Yesterday was President 

Ford's birthday and about 15 
D . .<~:,Village patients, under 
the direction of Loufae 
Dean, 89, former director of 
the Nineteenth Street Bap-1 
tist Church choir, formed a 
special chorus to sing 
"Happy Birthday" to the 
President. 
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