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As usual, there would have been no show tonight but for the help of a
number of old friends. We are especially indebted to:

MR. SoL SHAPIRO and MR. NORMAN BrokAw of the William Morris
Agency.

MR. STANLEY ADAMS, President; MRr. JAMEs S. RULE, Director of

Public Affairs, American Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers.

MRr. HarL C. Davis, President of the American Federation of
Musicians.

THE WASHINGTON REDSKINS, for temporarily waiving MR. JOEL
MARGOLIS to coach our team.

We also gratefully acknowledge the cooperation of the Performer’s
Unions through THEATRE AUTHORITY, of which Miss BEVERLY ROBERTS
is Executive Secretary.
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The White House Correspondents’ Association salutes
President Ford in these troubled times and, recognizing that
every President needs a relaxing interlude, offers:

A DECENT INTERVAL

STARRING
Danny Thomas

Marlo Thomas
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Rep. Paul G. Rogers
John A. Logan

Paul R. Wieck
Allison LalLand

Table 94

Martin Schram
Leslie A. Janka
Myron Waldman
Ben Wattenberg
Sen. Jacob Javits
Anthony Insolia
Richard Estrin
Sharon Donnelly
Russell Sackett
William Hundley

Table 95

James L. Srodes
Nigel Wade
Daniel Rapoport
lhab Wahba

S. J. Hansen
William Adams
Charles T. Marck
James Hansen
Charles Owens
Michael Ware

Table 96

Ken Brief

Lynn Rosellini

Rep. Jerome Ambro
Rep. Thomas Downey
Virginia McLean
Simon Winchester
Gail Harrison

Richard Allen

Lou Schwartz

Henry Moritsugu

Table 97

Walter A. Stanbury
Barbara Hackman Franklin
Susan A. Meyer

Dr. Malcolm R. Currie
James W. Canan

Joseph Laitin

Bruce A. Agnew

Caroline W. Robertson
Rep. Melvin A. Price
Anderson Ashburn

Table 98

Rudy Abramson
Don Shannon
Gaylord Shaw

Jack Nelson

Bob Shogan

Steffan Halper
Margita White

Bob Mead

Donald W. Moore, Jr.
Stephen B. Bull

Table 99

Robert L. Healy
John P. Giuggio

S. J. Micciche

David Nyhan
Stephen Wermiel
Gary Hymel

Paul Kirk

Joseph Grandmaison
Jill Schuker

Fay Hewlett

55

Table 100

John W. Heffernan
Adalbert de Segonzac
Michael Kraft

Sen. Dick Clark

John Carlson
Reginald Watts
Richard E. Bell
Michael Cooling

Paul O'Neill

Graham Lovell

Table 101

Barry Hager
Margie Michaels
David Beckwith
Fred Emery
Patrick Brogan
Frank Vogl

Mark Russell
Murray Simons
Jeremy Reitman

Table 102

Bernard Gagan

Roland Dallas

Avdin Yegen

Michael Posner

Sen. William Hathaway
Brian Bain

Walter Andrews

John L. McLucas
Lars-Erik Nelson

Carl W. Schmidt



Table 103

Clark R. Mollenhoff
George Anthan
James Risser

David Witke

Taso Anthan

Rep. Berkley Bedell
Rep. Charles Grassley
Richard Wilson
George Stafford
Donald Kaul

Table 104

Amb. Ashraf A. Ghorbal
Joseph J. Sisco

Sen. Frank E. Moss
Sen. Adlai Stevenson Il
Lester Brown

Godfrey Sperling, Jr.
Robert P. Hey

Harry B. Ellis

Richard L. Strout

Dana Adams Schmidt

Table 105
Melvin M. Payne
Gilbert M. Grosvenor
John Scofield
Leonard J. Grant
Windsor P. Booth
Robert L. Breeden
Paul G. Sampson
Donald J. Frederick
William J. O'Neill
Robert C. Radcliffe
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Table 106

Amb. James C. H. Shen
Diosdado M. Yap
Preston Wolfe

Carl G. DeBloom, Jr.
Raymond V. Humphreys
Andre Buckles

Sam Jaffe

Rep. Tom Harkin

Table 107

Carolyn Bennett Patterson
Jeriann C. Cotton
Melbourne Spector
Richard W. Barrett

Ralph E. Danford

Harry Carlson

Will Arey

Roger Biver

George B. Hartzog, Jr.
Darrell Booth

Table 108

John Forney Rudy

A. Burks Summers

Robert N. Clark

R. Dennison Coursen

Dr. Harry E. Thomason
Walter E. Rogers

Dr. Hector Luisi

Bradley DeL. Nash

Henry Coggeshall Howells
Nicholas Cokinos

Table 109

Jessie Stearns

Sen. James A. McClure

John Nassikas
Sen. Jake Garn
Rep. Joe Evins
James G. Watt
Carstens Slack
Gerald Waindel
Jack Speight
Jack Carlson

Table 110

George Cochran Denby

Frank Landt Dennis

Hugh O’Connor Cross

Glenn Mitchell
Joel Barlow

Fritz Tamussino
Robert Haack
Ray Stevenson
Lawrence Spivak
Blake Clark

Table 111

Anne Denton Blair
Morton H. Wilner
Dr. Arthur Grennan
Thomas W. Miles
Melville Ehrlich
James A. Mundis
Samuel Sharkey
John H. Harms
Kenneth R. Harding
Calvin Kytle
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Table 112

Richard G. Zimmerman
George P. Rasanen
Thomas J. Brazaitis
Robert W. Burdock
David L. Hopcraft

Sen. John H. Glenn
Rep. Charles A. Vanik
Robert J. Havel

Harry Eklund

Joseph D. Rice

Table 113

John V. Horner
Theodore F. Koop
Bernard A. Goodrich
Leonard J. McEnnis
Agnes Marshall
John P. Cosgrove
Dr. Paul C. Bucy
Robert Engelman
Gerald Engelman
Christopher J. Bale

Table 114

Harvey D. Kushner

Dr. W. Horsley Gantt
Dr. Thomas L. Dao

Dr. Gerald S. Johnston
Dr. Ronald Goldfarb
Dr. William E. Bunney, Jr.
Randolph S. Rae

Dr. Joseph C. Sharp
William Goodman
Judith Randall

Rose Kushner



Table 115
John J. Byrne
Barbara Coleman
Jerry W. Friedheim

Frederick C. Maynard, Jr.

Christopher Mould
Joan Shaffer

Robert L. Stevenson
Gerry Van der Heuvel

Frank Pagnotta

Table 116
Robert Schwartz
Mike Glasby
Larry Hastings
James L. McKenna
James T. McKenna
Hale Montgomery
Steve Smoke
Allan Galfund
Don McVay

Table 117

Morrison H. Beach
Paul W. Costello
James B. Hallett
John King
Marjorie Lynch
Claire T. Palmour

Table 118

Clare Crawford
Dick Stolley
Hal Wingo
Stan Tretick
Bill Ewald

Table 119

Jon Kinslow

Jim Winsor

Carl Glines

Don Colburn

Ed Bowers

Jean V. Strickland

Angele de T. Gingras

Col. Larry Kaltman
Col. John Kidner
Edward Symonds

Table 120
John T. Rutherford
C. Knowiton Nash
Ted Bolwell
Val Sears

Jacqueline M. Campeau

Rene Duchesne

Table 121

David A. Nelson
Sol W. Sanders
Barbara S. Haugen

Richard R. Salzmann

Ingmar Lindmarker
Lars Georgsson
Per-Arne Stenberg
Lars-Ake Nilsson
Richard Scammon
Jacqueline Kayhill

Table 122

L. Cameron Cathcart

Nancy Wolfe
Sandra Robinson
Lucien Millet
Stacey Townsend
Ron Collister
Janet Leissner
Clive Mason
Virginia W. Kelly

Rear Adm. Thomas J. Kelly

Table 123
Neal Stanford
John Stanford
Keith Mason
Norman Porciau
Roland Chew
Roger Payne

Table 124

Philip Buchen

Thomas E. Kauper

Rep. Marvin L. Esch
Rep. Richard Vanderveen
Rep. Robert J. Traxler
William C. Kulsea

Robert D. G. Lewis

Ron Cordray

Mary Tuthill

Ray Stephens

Table 125

Esther Van Wagoner Tufty
Judge Homer Ferguson

Gov. William G. Milliken

Rep. William S. Broomfield

Rep. Robert C. McEwen

Murray D. Van Wagoner

Franklin Rockefeller Little
Mildred Leonard

Brig. Gen. Lou G. Van Wagoner
Lt. Col. Dorothy Russell Manning

Table 126

Gershon Fishbein
Thomas E. Carroll
Dr. Murdock Head
Jack Limpert
Lester A. Barrer
Myra E. Barrer

James Sites Rejean Frenette Steven Brugger Naomi Nover
Grover C. Smith Marion Barber Christopher Dowdell Sylvan Marshall

Dr. Gloria E. A. Toote Margaret Lyons Tom Porkoni Mara Marshall
Ralph E. Vandervort Rene Torre Donald Carmichael Gen. Lucas V. Beau
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Table 127
Cyril J. O'Brien
Charles W. Mathews
John L. Allen
H. Tyler Marcy
Francis Carey
Jack F. Walsh
Charles A. McAleer
A. Kossiakoff
Richard B. Kershner
Alvin G. Schulz

Table 128
Morris Cunningham
William F. Geeslin
Charles O. Morgret
John Williams
Robert E. Bedingfield
Thomas Dimond
Al Stanley Crane
Robert E. Webb
James Free
Helen Ericson

Table 129

David Swit

Ron Eisenberg

Sam Gilston
Constance Newman
Wayne Pines

Richard Simpson
John Walden

Sharon Coffin

Dr. Alexander Schmidt
Elizabeth Harrison

Table 130

Peter C. Andrews
Douglas Turner

Rep. Jack F. Kemp
Rep. John LaFalce
Rep. Henry J. Nowak
Jules Witcover
Frederick G. Dutton
Paul M. Lewis
Adrian T. Dicks

Table 131

Patrick McCurdy
Robert Seamans
Roger W. Smith
Lewis A. Engman
Daniel B. Moskowitz
Robert J. Blackwell
Seth T. Payne
Clayton K. Yeutter
Robert P. Dorang
Helen A. Stanbury

Table 132

John Averill

Paul Houston

Paul Steiger

Dick Cooper

Bill Boyarsky

Bill Hall

Rep. Phillip Burton
Rep. John L. Burton
William Demarest
Roger L. Hefferan

Table 133

Walter R. Mears
Robert D. Heinl
Richard A. Ryan
John E. Peterson
James S. Doyle
Jerald F. terHorst
Rep. Lucien Nedzi
Rep. John Conyers
Edward L. Mears
Jack H. McDonald

Table 134

Nick Thimmesch
Stanley Thomas
Hella Pick

Michael Michaelis
William Sexton
Patrick Sloyan
James White
Jane Morse

Adam Yarmolinsky
Monroe Karmin

Table 135

Stephen H. Wildstrom
William J. Usery
Norman N. Jonas
Marvin Kosters

John E. Sheehan
Dexter C. Hutchins
John C. Burton
Stanley E. Wilson
Carl A. S. Coan
Donald O. Loomis

Table 136

Grant A. Salisbury
Duke R. Ligon

J. P. Smith

Frank Zarb
Russell Peterson
Ben. F. Phlegar
Gwen Anderson
Patricia Avery
Patrick R. Oster
Harold R. Tyler, Jr.

Table 137

Howard Cohn

Dr. Theodore Cooper
Reginald Rhein

Dr. Ronald W. Lamont-Havers
Charles Marwick

Emilio Q. Daddario

Wilbert C. Lepkowski

Ira Adler

Peter Philipps

Albert Wall

Table 138
Charles S. Foltz,Jr.
Amb. Egidio Ortona
Amb. Jacques Kosciusko-Morizet
Amb. Berndt von Staden
Amb. Saeed Ahmad Ghobash
Charles Ireland Foliz
Carl J. Migdail
Pat Holt
Harold Saunders
Amb. Ahmedou Ould Abdullah



Table 139

William D. Hickman
Alfred C. Maevis
John K. Higgins
Frank Herringer
Stuart Jackson
John A. Hill
Virginia M. Odor
Peter T. White
Irwin Arieff

Table 140

Ellis M. Haller

Prof. Scott M. Cutlip
David K. Gillogly

Jay Vawter

James C. Killpatrick
Rep. Elford Cederberg
J. William Middendorf
Morton |. Abramowitz
Cmdr. Larry D. Hamilton
Bonner Day

Table 141

Kenneth H. Bacon
Alfred O. Sommer

Les L. Gapay

Bill Rhatican

Timothy D. Schellhardt
James L. Pate

Jerry Landauer
Howard J. Feldman
Mack Solomon
Howard Healey
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Table 142

J. Frank Diggs

Halvor O. Ekern
DeWayne W. Wickham
George Dalley

Rep. Barbara Jordan
Clarence Bishop
Thomas J. Foley
Richard Conlon
Donald P. Doane

Paul Reed

Table 143

Fred L. Zimmerman
Jack Cooper

Jack Norman
Everett Groseclose
Sharon L. Schmid
Byron E. Calame
Rick Gotcher
Martin Lobel

Carol H. Falk

John Barker

Table 144

Walter S. Wingo

Sidney L. Jones

John M. Davis, Jr.

Maj. Gen. Robert N. Ginsburgh
Jeannye Thornton

John C. Calhoun

Bradley H. Patterson, Jr.
Thomas G. Carney

Adm. John S. McCain, Jr. (Ret.),
Donald H. Lund

Table 145

Herman J. Obermayer
Betty Nan Obermayer
David Kosh

Zelda Kosh

Trude B. Feldman
Lloyd Berdy

Toni Reinhold

Edward Morse

Wolf Blitzer

Rep. Henry Waxman

Table 146

Howard Handleman
Serban Vallimarescu
David Handleman
William J. Howell

Dr. James R. Snyder
Irving Wallace
James T. Malone, Jr.
Harold Kennedy

Pat Young

Edie Fraser

Table 147
Frank R. Kane
Nicholas Basso
Doris Huddleston
Milton G. Jaques
Dr. Paul B. Jaques
Patricia P. Agnew
L. Edgar Prina
Capt. William Cockell
James Hessman
Isidore Miller
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Table 148

John D. Lane

A. A. Schechter

Jim Karayn

Paul Duke

Ward Chamberlin
John S. McClenahen
William H. Miller
Roy E. Bode

Robert Douglas

J. Gourley

Table 204
Douglas Gripp
Terrence O’'Donnell
Thomas Beury
Diane Beury
Susan Peterson
Sandra Cannon
Vivian Vahlberg

Table 205

Don C. Womack
Murray Zweben

J. Lewey Caraway

H. Spofford Canfield
Tom Ward

James T. Molloy
Charles W. Johnson
Tommy L. Winebrenner
Benjamin J. Guthrie
Benjamin C. West



Table 207

Peter Clapper

Janet Clapper Hansl|
Paul H. Anderson
Sandra H. Hays
Thayer V. llisley
Brooks Jackson
Beverly Jackson
Peter Harkness
Patricia Harkness
Mary Link

Table 221
Nina Totenberg
Robert Edwards
Charles McCollum
Maralee Beck
Frank L. d’Agostino
Joseph Gancie

Table 222
Mignon C. Smith
Connie Lawn
Frank R. Faraone
Fred J. Archibald
A. R. Buenz
Jay Ganju
Dr. L. Kaul
Curt Matthews

Table 223

Joseph C. Scheleen
C. Carney Smith
Raymond W. Miller
Robert E. Redding
Harold F. Hammond

Henry A. S. van Daalen, Jr.

C. Budd Faught
Dale W. Hardin
Albert R. Beatty
Nils A. Lennartson

Table 225

Gerald Rosen
Raymond Brady
Carl Levy
William Ward

Maj. Gen. L. Gordon Hill

Table 227

John R. Wagley
Joan Bingham

W. E. Chilton Il
Paul R. Thatcher
Don Stillman
Maxine Cheshire
K. Dun Gifford
Robin Groom
Thomas Lipscomb







PROPOSED SCHEDULE

THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. FORD'S ATTENDANCE AT THE
61st ANNUAL WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENTS DINNER =

Washington Hilton Hotel
Saturday, May 3, 1975

/é;t;/y; Black Tie and

/Fp/n/g D};/s;;s for L.adies

7:30 pm Head Table Reception begins in the Cabinet Room.

7:35 pm The Vice President arrives at the VIP Entrance
and proceeds to Cabinet Room.

7:45 pm The President and Mrs. Ford board motorcade on
South Grounds.

MOTORCADE DEPARTS South Grounds en route
Washington Hilton Hotel.

[Driving time: 7 minutes]

7:52 pm MOTORCADE ARRIVES Washington Hilton Hotel
(VIP Entrance).

The President and Mrs. Ford will be met bv:

James Deakin, St. Louis Post Dispatch,
Retiring President of the White House
Correspondents Association

Helen Thomas, UPI, Incoming President of the
White House Coriespondents Association

PRESS POOL COVERAGE

The President and Mrs, Ford proceed via elevator
to the Cabinet Room for Head Table Reception.



7:55 pm The President and Mrs., Ford arrive Cabinet Room.
OFFICIAL PHOTO COVERAGE
ATTENDANCE: 45

8:05 pm The President, Mrs. Ford and the Vice President,
escorted by Helen Thomas, Jim Deakin,and Edgar
Poe, Treasurer of the White House Correspondents
Association, depart Cabinet Room en route holding room.

8:05 pm . -The Head Table guests depart Cabinet Room
and proceed to Head Table.

8:06 pm The President, Mrs. Ford, and the Vice President
arrive holding room.

8:08 pm The President, Mrs. Ford and the Vice President,

: escorted by Helen Thomas, Jim Deakin, and Edgar Poe,
depart holding room en route off-stage announcement area.

8:09 pm The President, Mrs. Ford, and the Vice President
arrive announcement area and pause for announcement,

8:09 pm "Ruffles and Flourishes"
Announcement of the Vice President
"Sweet Georgia Brown'
8:10 pm "Ruffles and Flourishes'"
Announcement of the President and Mrs. Ford.
""Hail to the Chief"

8:11 pm The President and Mrs, Ford, escorted by Helen Thomas,
Jim Deakin, and Edgar Poe, enter the Ballroom and
proceed to Head Table.

PRESS POOL COVERAGE
ATTENDANCE: 1600

8:12 pm The President and Mrs. Ford arrive Head Table

and remain standing.
8:13 pm National Anthem.

’
8:15 pm Dinner begins.



8:30 pm

8:40 pm

9:15 pm

NOTE: During the first course, Jim Deakin
will greet guests, introduce the Vice President,
Supreme Court Justices and Cabinet Members
present.

Jim Deakin introduces Paul E, Healy, Secretary
of the White House Correspondents Association,
who will present the Merriman Smith Memorial
Award to Douglas C. Wilson of the Providence
Journal,

Jim Deakin proposes a toast to the President
and the Vice President.

NOTE: No response is expected.

Dinner concludes.

© 9:16 pm Jim Deakin presents two silver cups to the President
’ and Mrs., Ford.

NOTE: A brief thank you by the President
is appropriate.

9:18 pm Jim Deakin gives thanks to the orchestra,
9:19 pm Jim Deakin introduces Helen Thomas as the
new President of the Association.
9:20 pm Remarks by Helen Thomas, concluding with
the introduction of the new officers.
9:25 pm Helen Thomas introduces the evenings entertaimment.
9:27 prn The Danny Thomas show begins,
10:00 pxln The show concludes.
10:01 pm Introduction of the President by Helen .Tho::nas.
10:02 pm Presidential remarks.
PRESS POOL COVERAGE
.10:12 pm Remarks conclude,

The President remains at the podium.



b

10:13 pm Thank you remarks by Helen Thomas.

10:14 pm

10:15 pm

10:22 pm

10:28 pm

The President, Mrs. Ford, and the Vice President,
escorted by Helen Thomas, Jim Deakin and Edgar Poe,
depart Head Table en route Cabinet Room to greet
performers.

The President, Mrs. Ford, and the Vice President
arrive Cabinet Room.

The President, Mrs. Ford, and the Vice President,

escorted by Helen Thomas, Jim Deakin,and Edgar Poe,
depart Cabinet Room en route motorcade for boarding.

MOTORCADE DEPARTS Washington Hilton Hotel en
route South Grounds.

[Driving time: 7 minutes]

10:30 pm The Vice President's motorcade departs.

10:35 pm

MOTORCADE ARRIVES South Grounds.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 3, 1975

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT THE
61ST ANNUAL WHITE HOUSE
CORRESPONDENTS' ASSOCIATION DINNER

THE WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL

10:23 P.M. EDT

Madam President, members and guests of the
White House Correspondents' Association:

Let me say to Danny, I am deeply grateful
for a fine evening, and to Marlo as well. We will
have to work a little on her, I think, Danny. (Laughter)

But let me say I do appreciate the rather
gentle and kind introduction because, Helen, as all
of you know, has a well-earned reputation for speaking
her own mind. I can remember several years ago when
I was still a Congressman, Helen and I were walking
down Rennsylvania Avenue when we passed one of those
scales that gives you your weight as well as your
fortune, and all for a penny.

Helen said, "Well, why don't you try it. I
might get a scoop." So, I got on the scale, put in
a penny, and the card came out that said, "You are
handsome, debonair, sophisticated, a born leader of
men, a silver-tonged orator, and some day you will
make your own mark in history."

Helen leaned over, looked at the card, and
said, "It has your weight wrong, too." (Laughter)

Really, it is a great pleasure to be here,
and without further delay let me congratulate the
distinguished members of the White House Correspondents'
Association on your valiant, courageous and successful
struggle to achieve one of the greatest and most
consequential journalistic triumphs of all times.

I am referring, of course, to your heroic
efforts to keep the press plane from converting to no
frills. (Laughter)

MORE
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I don't know how you spend your time on
the press plane. All I know is that every time I
call it I say, "This is the President calling," and
a voice answers, "I will drink to that, too."
(Laughter)

I knew something was going on when I saw
Dick Growald write ten pages of notes at my Tulane
speech, and that is not easy with a swizzle stick.
(Laughter)

Then Aldo Beckman came over and said, "Hello,"
and melted my cuff links. (Laughter)

Betty and I have looked forward to this™
evening because the White House Correspondents'
Dinner is always an adventure. First, there is the
reception, followed by the dinner, followed by the
pPrivate parties, followed by the private, private
parties, followed by the night-cap after the private
parties. (Laughter)

Through the years I have found that a White
House Correspondents' dinner is a little like one of
Sarah McClendon's questions. You never really know
when it is finished. (Laughter)

I have been coming to these dinners for quite
a few years now, and I am embarrassed to admit I
don't really know a great deal about how the White
House Correspondents' Association operates. But
since I :am always interested in the electoral process,
I asked Jim Deakin,"Just how do you go about choosing
your president and vice president?"

Jim said, "It is rather hard to explain in
a few words, but the procedure does have the seal of
approval.” I said, "Of what?" He said, "Cook County."
(Laughter)

Incidentally, you may be interested to know
that Ron Nessen's fame as a Press Secretary and his
unparalleled skill at carrying out the duties of his
office has spread far and wide. Last week at the
Columbia School of Journalism in New York City, 50
graduate students were asked this question: "If
you had the chance to study the art of the simple,
direct communication with Ron Nessen, what would you
ask for first?" Ninety-six percent answered, "Another
chance." (Laughter)

MORE
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Another member of our staff has also achieved
considerable recognition, David Hume Kennerly.

The very first day Dave Kennerly came to the
White House to be my personal photographer, he shook
my hand and promised to do for me exactly what he had
done for his last employer. I said, "Great." Then
I remembered who he had worked for -~ Life. (Laughter)

As most of you know from the schedule, this
has been a very long, busy and exhausting day, as well
as week at the White House. I spent the morning working
on my new book, "A Week in the Life of John Hersey." (Laughter)

Then, in the afternoon, I talked to Sonny
Jurgensen. (Laughter) Now that he is no longer with
the Washington Redskins, I suggested to Sonny that
he run for Congress. I figure if there is one thing
that Congress can use, it is a little help in
passing. (Laughter)

You know, we are also redecorating. I am sure
you have all noticed that the White House is getting
a new coat of paint. The painter says, "It is leak-proof."
I sure hope so. (Laughter)

But I do have one favor to ask of all the
White House correspondents sitting here tonight. Every
few years we do have to paint the White House. It is
done for reasons of maintenance, asthetics and appearance,
So please, would you just refer to this as a paint job,
not a cover-up? (Laughter)

Now, before I do close, I would like to make
a few acknowledgements, if I may. I want to thank Martin
Agronsky for giving Pete Lisagor the night off. Peter,
as you know, is one of Washington's foremost television
personalities. It is not unusual for him to be on
five or six shows a week, in addition to lectures,
talks and personal appearances. And every time he appears
he gets an enormous amount of fan mail. Pete was telling
me just this morning he got a post card saying, "Having
a wonderful time. Wish you were here." It was from
the Chicago Daily News. (Laughter)

This has been a wonderful evening for Betty
and for me, and we thank you all for it. You know,
there is a great deal written and said about the First
Family. This designation usually refers to Betty, to me,
one daughter and three sons. But to me, it does not have
this very limited connotation.

MORE
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I see the First Family as an extended family.
One that draws in and includes all of the men and women
who make the White House a living, breathing and
functioning body. It encompasses a handful of Fords,
completely and comfortably surrounded by staff and
press alike.

We are not just Gerry, Betty, Susan, Jack,
Steve, and Mike, but Bob, Helen, Ron, Frank, Fran,
and a few hundred others as well.

We work together. We laugh together. We
exchange ideas, facts and speculations. We interact.
We cannot function well without each other. This is
the stuff that families are made of. And like all
families, we have our disagreements. We take in
and assimilate individual attitudes, concerns,
information, interests. Then, we shine the spotlight
of our unique perceptions on each problem, each new
challenge.

Your spotlight is not mine. Mine is not yours.
Sometimes we differ but the essence and the glory of
the true family is this: Decisions and conclusions
may be questioned but motivation and commitment are
not. We speak our differences in trust. We accept
that we are travelers heading towards the same
destination. It is only the road that has to be
determined.

This is the First Family I know we all want
to be a part of. We have shared some of these feelings
here tonight. We should never aspire to less.

Thank you and goodnight.

END (AT 10:34 P.M. EDT)



TO:

FROM:

May 26, 1975

John Nidecker

Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld

Thought you would enjoy seeing

this. Thanks again.



VIRGINIA WELDON KELLY NEWS SERVICE
3930 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008

May 7, 1975

Mrs. Ford
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Betty dear:

It was an honor to have you and our President at the
White House Correspondents dinner. I regret, however,
the length and boredom of Danny Thomas' monologue.

Thank you again for asking the President's Special
Assistant, Mr. Nidecker, to come to Carl Vinson Hall
to present the beautiful autographed and inscribed
photograph which you and the President so generously
gave to the widows of commissioned officers. Their
appreciation was a joy to witness. Mr. Nidecker
charmed everyone by his tribute to you and the Presi-
dent, and by his moving remarks about the sacrifices
of the military, their wives and widows.

The trustees entertained Mr. Nidecker and a good
many other distinguished guests, and the residents
of Carl Vinson Hall at the pleasant morning coffee.

With respectful, prayerful, and affectionate good
wishes to you, the President, and your family from
Tom and me,

'.".
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Mrs. Ford

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500
Attention: Mrs. Sheila Weidenfeld
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