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WE ARE HERE TODAY TO HONOR B R I GAD IER GENERAL 

CHARliS E. YEAGER FOR EXCEPTIONAL GALLANTRY IN THE SERVICE 

OF OUR NAT lONe 

THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES~ ON DECEMBER 23 ~ 1975 ~ 

AUTHORIZED THAT A SPECIAL SILVER MEDAL BE STRUCK AS AN AWARD 

FOR GENERAL YEAGER 1S ACH IEVEMENTSe THIS AWARD~ THE 

EQUIVAliNT TO A NON-COMBAT MEDAL OF HONOR~ IS IN RECOGNITION 

OF GENERAL YEAGER•s IMMEASURABLE CONTRIBUTION TO AEROSPACE 

SCIENCE BY RISKING HIS LIFE IN PILOTING THE XS-1 RESEARCH 

AIRPLANE FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF SOUND ON OCTOBER 14~ 1947e 
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IN THIS FAST. MOV lNG AGE OF MANNED FLIGHTS TO THE MOON 

AND COMMERCIAL TRAVEL AT SUPERSONIC SPEEDS, IT IS EASY 

TO FORGET THAT PRIOR TO GENERAL YEAGER'S HISTORIC FLIGHT, 

THE "SOUND BARRIER'' WAS CONSIDERED AN OBSTACLE OF AWESOME 

PRO PORT IONSe IN FACT, PRIOR TO 1947, MANY NOTED 

SCIENTISTS WERE FIRMLY CONVINCED THAT A MANNED AIRCRAFT 

WOULD NEVER EXCEED THE SPEED OF SOUND. 

THE FAMED BRITISH TEST PILOT, GEOFFREY DE HAVILLAND 

WAS KILLED ATTEMPTING TO FLY FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF SOUND 

AND IN THE WEEKS PRIOR TO HIS OCTOBER 14TH FLIGHT, 

GENERAL ITHEN CAPTAIN) YEAGER OVERCAME EXTREME DANGERS 

FLYING THE XS-le 
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THE PLANE WAS DIFFICULT TO CONTROL AND# ON SEVERAL 

OCCASIONS# IT CAUGHT FIRE WHILE IN FLIGHT. 

YET, ON THE MORN lNG OF OCTOBER 14, THE XS-1 

WAS DROPPED FROM A B-29 HIGH ABOVE MUROC ARMY AIR BASEe 

WITHIN MOMENTS, GENERAL YEAGER BROUGHT THE TEST PLANE TO THE 

40 THOUSAND FEET LEVEL, PUSHED ITS SPEED BEYOND MACH 1 

AND THEN LANDED SAFELY. DURING THAT SHORT 14 MINUTE 

FLIGHT, GENERAL YEAGER TOOK AVIATION FAR BEYOND THE FIRST 

HALF-CENTURY OF POWERED FLIGHT. IN A FEW MOMENTS THE 

SUBSONIC PERIOD BECAME HISTORY AND THE SUPERSONIC PERIOD 

WAS BORNe 
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GENERAL YEAGER# IT IS NOW MY PRIVILEGE TO PRESENT 

YOU WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL. THE CITATION WHICH 

ACCOMPANIES THE MEDAL READS AS FOLLOWS: 

BRIGADIER GENERAL CHARLES E. YEAGER# UN I TED STATES 

AIR FORCE (RETIRED)# DISPLAYED CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY AND TOTAL 

DIS REGARD FOR HIS PERSONAL SAFETY ON OCTOBER 14# 1947 # 

AS PILOT OF THE XS-1 RESEARCH AIRCRAFT. ON THAT DATE# 

THE THEN CAPTAIN YEAGER ADVANCED AEROSPACE SCIENCE A QUANTUM 

STEP BEYOND THE FIRST HALF-CENTURY OF POWERED FLIGHT BY 

PROV lNG THAT AN AIRCRAFT COULD BE FLOWN AT SUPERSONIC 

SPEEDS. 
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IN THAT BRIEF 14 MINUTE FLIGHT, GENERAL YEAGER DISPELLED 

FOR ALL TIME THE MYTHICAL "SOUND BARRIER" AND SET THE STAGE 

FOR UNPRECEDENTED AVIATION ADVANCEMENT. THROUGH HIS 

SELFLESS DEDICATION TO DUTY AND HIS HEROIC CHALLENGE 

OF THE UNKNOWN, GENERAL YEAGER PERFORMED I NEST I MABLE 

SERVICE TO HIS COUNTRY FAR ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY 

AND BROUGHT GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSELF AND THE UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA. 
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