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TAPING: NATIONAL PRAYER CONGRESS, DALLAS TEXAS 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1976 
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I APPRECIATE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO GREET THE NATIONAL 

PRAYER CONGRESS IN DALLAS. 

AN OLD HYMN~ I AM SURE YOU KNOW~ TELLS OF A 11 SWEET 

HOUR OF PRAYER THAT CALLS US FROM A WORLD OF CAREe11 

AS PRES I DENT~ DEALING EVERY DAY WITH THE PROBLEMS 

OF THE NATION AND THE WORLD~ I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT PRAYER 

PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN MY LIFE AND MY WORK. 

PRAYER HAS ALWAYS BEEN AN INSPIRING SOURCE OF STRENGTH 

AND PEACE FOR ME~ AND IT HAS REMAINED VERY IMPORTANT TO ME 

AS THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF MY PUBLIC SERVICE HAVE GROWN. 

THAT STANDARDS OF HONESTY AND DECENCY WHICH PRAYER 

REINFORCES ARE ESSENTIAL TO REAL SUCCESS IN PUBLIC SERVICE • 
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THERE IS NO REASON THAT PUBLIC OFFICIALS SHOULD ABANDON 

THOSE STANDARDS SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY HOLD PUBLIC OFFICE. 

I HAVE ALWAYS BELl EVED THAT PRIVATE MORALITY AND 

PUBLIC SERVICE CAN -- AND MUST -- GO HAND IN HAND. 

PRAYER CAN BE A POWERFUL BRIDGE BETWEEN THE TWOe 

MY SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS ALWAYS TAUGHT ME THAT 

WHATEVER CAREER ONE PURSUES~ WHATEVER YOUR STAT ION IN LIFE~ 

THERE IS ROOM IN YOUR LIFE~ AND TIME IN YOUR LIFE~ AND A NEED 

IN YOUR LIFE FOR PRAYER • 
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THAT LESSON IS AS TRUE FOR PRESIDENTS AS IT IS FOR 

FARMERS AND LABORERS~ BUSINESSMEN AND HOUSEWIVES. 

THAT IS THE MESSAGE WHICH THE NATIONAL PRAYER CONGRESS 

ILLUSTRATE~ AND I AM GLAD TO JOIN YOU IN THIS VERY WORTHWHILE 

EFFORT. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCHe 
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