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| AM VERY PLEASED TO HEAR OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY
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AN ESCALATING CONFLICT AND SHOULD PRODUCE NEGOTIATIONS
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WHICH CAN BRING SOUTHERN AFRICA CLOSER TO PEACEe
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THE UNITED STATES IS PROUD TO HAVE MADE A CONTRIBUTIONe
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BY BRITISH PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN ON MARCH 22
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| WISH TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THE PRIME MINISTER AND TO THE
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UNITED KINGDOM WITH WHOM WE HAVE CLOSELY COOPERATED o
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THE ROAD IS NOW OPEN FOR AN AFRICAN SOLUTION TO
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WE CALL ON OTHER COUNTRIES TO_WSWI_JMPWPORT&\N_Q‘I IMPEDE\
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THE AERICAN SEARCH FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENTe

THE UNITED STATES IS _ PREPARED TO CONTINUE TO HELPe
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INDEPENDENCE IN WHICH ALL OF ITS PEOPLES CAN LII/E TOGETHER
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TODAY WE HAVE SEEN AN ACT OF REALISM THAT IS THE FIRST STEP
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TOWARD THAT GOALe WITH GOOD WILL ON ALL SIDES

THAT VISION CAN BECOME A REALITYe
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A THREAT TO WORLD PEACE HAS BEEN EASEDe
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WE CAN TAKE SATISFACTION IN THE ROLE WE HAVE PLAYEDe
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| EXTEND MY BEST WISHES TO THE PEOPLES OF RHODESIA AND
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| CALL ON ALL NATIONS TO HELP THEM

OF ALL AFRICAe
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SHAPE A FUTURE OF PEACE,\PROSPERIT‘KAND HUMAN D IGN1TYe
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THE PRESIDEAT HAS STEN. ...

PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT

I am very pleased to hear of the announcement today by Ian

Smith in Rhodesia., ©On behalf of the Rhodesian authorities he has

accepted proposals that can head off an escalating conflict and should

produce negotiations which can bring southern Africa closer to peace.

The United States is proud to have made a contribution, But we

have not done so alone. The principles of the settlement set forth

today are based on the plan outlined by British Prime Minister

Callaghan on March 22, I wish to pay tribute to the Prime Minister
Far-

and to the United Kingdom with whom we have closely cooperated.

sighted and indispensable contributions were also made by the various

African Presidents. I would like as well to acknowledge the constructive

role played by Prime Minister Vorster of South Africa.

The road is now open for an African solution to an African
problem -- free of outside intervention, violence and bitterness.,
This has been the objective of the United States and the purpose of
the skillful and energetic diplomacy we have pursued. We call on

other countries to support, not impede, the African search for a

peaceful settlement,
The United States is prepared to continue to help. We will not

prescribe for the peoples of Africa what only they can bring about.
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But we will be available to lend our full support to the efforts of the
British, the Rhodesians of both races, and the African states concerned.
It is my earnest hope that the several parties will now move

swiftly to establish the conditions for an independent Zimbabwe in which
all of its peoples can live together in harmony. Today we have seen an

act of realism that is the first step toward that goal. With good will

on all sides that vision can become a reality,

A threat to world peace has been eased., We can take satisfaction

in the role we have played. I extend my best wishes to the peoples of

Rhodesia and of all Africa. I call on all nations to help them shape a

future of peace, prosperity and human dignity.
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