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DINNER TOAST FOR PRESIDENT OF LIBERIA

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1976
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IT IS A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU, PRESIDENT TOLBERT,
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AND MRS, TOLBERT, TO THE UNITED STATESe YOUR VISIT IS
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A PARTICULARLY GRATIFYING OCCASION BECAUSE OF OUR SPECIAL
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RELATIONSHIP WITH LIBERIA AND THE FACT THAT THIS IS THE FIRST
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AFRICAN STATE VISIT IN OUR THIRD CENTURY OF INDEPENDENCE.
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PRESIDENT MONROE PRESIDED IN THIS VERY BUILDING
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AT THE TIME WHEN BLACKS FROM THIS COUNTRY CREATED LIBERIA
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AND NAMED THE CAPITAL CITY, MONROVIA, AFTER PRESIDENT
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MONROEe

.
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THE FOUNDING OF LIBERIA IS A TRIBUTE TO THE CONSCIENCE
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OF MANKIND o AS PRESIDENT OF LIBERIA, YOU HAVE SERVED

s a—
- © iy

NOT ONLY AS YOUR COUNTRY'S LEADER, BUT YOU HAVE ALSO

INSPIRED MILLIONS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD BY YOUR SPIRITUAL
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CALLINGe
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AS AN ORDAINED BAPTIST MINISTER, YOU WERE THE
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FIRST BLACK ELECTED PRES IDENT OF THE BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCEe
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WE ARE PROUD THAT ELECTION WAS HElD IN THE UNITED STATES.

s e ——
U p—

-5-

WE MEET AT A TIME WHEN BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND
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LIBERIA ARE MINDFUL OF THE GRAVE PROBLEMS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA.
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WE AGREE ON THE NEED FOR URGENT ACTION FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE
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FOR ALL THE PEOPLES OF AFRICAe
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THE FRIENDSHIP LINKING OUR TWO COUNTRIES IS NO

ACCIDENT\\ MR, PRESIDENTe OUR RELATIONS REST UPON
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A FOUNDATION OF SHARED VALUES -- EVEN TO THE SHARED RED\
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WHIT*AND BLUE OF OUR RESPECTIVE FLAGSe
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OUR RELATIONSHIP IS NURTURED BY THE MUTUAL
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RESPECT THAT EVOLVED OVER MANY YEARS 10 MEET MANY
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'CHALLENGES
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MR, PRESIDENT,I\.\l WE WILL FACE THE CHALLENGES OF TODAY

WITH THE INSIGHTS AND DETERMINATION DEVELOPED THROUGH
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OUR PAST COOPERATIONe WE SHARE NOT ONLY A SPECIAL
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RELATIONSHIP BUT ALSO A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY TO OTHERSe
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LIBERIA AND THE UNITED STATES ARE& AFTER ALL,\
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DISTINCTIVE, AMONG NATIONSe OURS ARE THE OLDEST EXISTING
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REPUBLICS ON OUR RESPECTIVE CONTINENTS. OUR CONSTITUTIONS\;
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- BOTH WRITTEN LONG AGO,I\ REMAIN VIABLE AND LIVING DOCUMENTSe
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MR, PRESIDENT,\“ IKN% THAT YOU AGREE WITH ME,\
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THAT FREEDOM IS TOO PRECIOUS A GIFT FOR OUR NATIONS TO
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RESERVE ONLY FOR OURSELVESe
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WE MUST STAND READY TO ENCOURAGE ALL THOSE
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WHO STRIVE FOR FREEDOM\}\ RECQNCILIATION,\;:\.‘ AND THE RIGHTS
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OF ALL MEN WHETHER ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT OR ANYWHERE
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WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR LIBERIA'S COURAGE AND WISDOMe
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR WISE COUNSELse
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LIBERIA CAN COUNT ON THE UNITED STATES TO ASSIST
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AND SUPPORT THE LIBERIAN PEOPLE, JUST AS THE UNITED STATES
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HAS ALWAYS BEEN ABLE TO RELY UPON YOU.
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MR PRESIDENT - WHEN YOUR GRANDPARENTS EMIGRATED
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FROM THE UNITED STATES TO LIBERIA WE LOST TWO VALUABLE
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CITIZENSe  BUT LIBERIA GAINED A GREAT PRESIDENTe
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MAY | ASK=Am ALL TO JOIN ME IN TRIBUTE:
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T0 THE PRESIDENT OF LIBERIA AND MRS, TOLBERT

e T S ———

A HEART-FELT WELCOME TO WASHINGTONe
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TO LIBERIA AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
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MAY THEY EVER BE FIRM AND FAST FRIENDS, INSPIRED BY
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A COMMON VISION OF LIBERTYe

END OF TEXT




