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ARRIVAL- 51-AFEMENT FOR STATE VIS IT OF 

PRES I DENT TOLBERT OF L1 BER I A 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1976 

THE PRES I DENT HAS SEEN .••. 

PRES I DENT TOLBERT# MRS. TOLBERT# LADIES AND 
,. -- >-··~ 

GENTLEMEN: 

I AM TODAY PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO WELCOME BACK 

TO WASHINGTON A DISTINGUISHED FRIEND OF THE UNITED STATES. 
·-· ... .,....-~ 

Digitized from Box 38 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



~~~S.ID~~~ ~~~T\ YOUR STATE VISIT IS THE FI.RST BY 
.1/;·--·· ""'""li"""~ \ ... / '""'~'t-'5\'!Wi''<~ ~-

'.!.\ 

AN AFRICAN LEADER IN OUR THIRD CENTURY. WE ARE PROUD -- ---
AND HONORED TO HAVE THE RED~ WHITE AND BLUE OF L1 BER I A 

-. """" ~ ~-"-- ... , .... ~ .. --·-·-·--'~ ···-~·· -~··~
·-··----~-'""""~ 

FLY SIDE BY SIDE WITH OUR OWN COLORS • 
...... ~~ .-.... -:.~~~-~~::.::~'"..-~'' 

AMERICANS AND Ll BER IANS SHARE A UN I QUE AND SPECIAL 
~---~'""'~ , ~--~-~--_.·,·.-:-.. ;:;~-~:!atQ~ -·---, ... ---- .::~ 

RELAT IONSH I Pe BOTH COUNTRIES WERE FOUNDED BY MEN AND 
* . ·-·~.,..,,......_.,. 

WOMEN WHO BELIEVED DEEPLY IN LIBERTY AND JUSTICE. 
311'•··~-- -

THE LIBERIAN NATIONAL MOTTO~ "THE LOVE OF LIBERTY BROUGHT 

US HERE11 COULD APPLY JUST AS WELL TO THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA. 
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YOU HAVE ARRIVED HERE AT A TIME WHEN AMERICANS ARE 
~ ....... 

--'-~ .. ............... 

SEEKING TO ASSIST AFRICANS TO ACHIEVE PEACEFUL SOWTIONS TO 
-..~ ·---~ ···-"'"---~--

~' ,..;;=--""* 

EXTREMELY DIFFICULT PROBLEMS. 
--~ 

I HAVE SENT OUR SECRETARY OF STATE TO AFRICA IN FULL 
,_. .... ""-~ ·---~ ........ .-:..,,.,t .. ~~""-"''-~"'·""'-~-- ...... -.~-

KNOWLEDGE OF THE COMPLEX lTV OF THE PROBLEMS AND OF THE 
......__ __ _ 

LIMITATIONS OF OUR ROLEe 
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ANY REALISTIC AND ENDURING SETILEMENT MUST BE 
... ~ .... -~ ........ ·""':"'~"!Wl1" j::- ......... ·-.,--... -.',-~--, -,.-,;: __ ,,_..,_._y-_._!•~-~--~,.-,.~--

''MADE IN AFRICA.11 WE CAN ONLY OFFER OUR ASSISTANCE 
~,.~.'fittt'~:,.-·_1"'~~~ 

IN ENCOURAGING THE PARTIES TO NEGOTIATE TO PREVENT 
.,. ~,.,,.,__~ ...... 

INCREASED VIOLENCE AND BLOODSHED. 
·-· 



l'il~!--p~~Dfl!T\ AS A P.J~JINGUI~HE~-~RICflJ 
S!ATESM~,\ YOU ARE t!!.~E OF THE 2l~R -\ AND THE 

\ 
CHALLENGE\-- THAT FACES ALL MEN AND WOMEN OF GOODWILL 

;f!~".-","itt!!l" ,..... '\ .. :- ·:~--~ 

..... -~~ ' 

IN THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF YOUR CONTINENT. WE GREATLY 
..,~«: . ..; .. ,'_"';;;:~ 

\ \ 
VALUE YOUR WISE COUNSEL#·. YOUR MODERATION# AND YOUR ...... ::--···;,,-..-_,..,... ' ·---~ .. ~·,..........,. . 

••F~ _...,;. ·-;:;._,...,.,. 

SUP PORTe 

.. , .. 

WE ASSURE YOU THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL REMAIN A --, , F La --· ........ 11!4_., 

TRUSTED FR lEND,\ WORTHY OF YOUR CONFIDENCE AND THAT OF .. .,-. ~~ .. , ~ .. .. ~--- ..... -~ 

l 

ALL LIBERIANS AND ALL THE PEOPLES OF AFRICA. 
~~n'#'l'l.""ft _ _,~'* ...,......,._ ·:;-.;,··:.:;J;;~-~ 

AMERICANS HAVE NOTED WITH ADMIRATION THE DETERMINATION 
>It' ·~·•Y,-..--. ..,_,, ··/_-·-·;'"'"'''"''""~ or''~":'·-•·~---•-·<·•~"'-~~~ 

·.:'('-....._,.. 

WITH WHICH LIBERIA IS DEVELOPING ITS POTENTIALITIES. 
~---•· • -~ .. -. • '·-v-· ~-,,,,,., ·~- .. , .·,-... ,,_._,.._,..,.._..,,_"'-'>"<,....,..,...,.._,_ Jq" 4 t~ 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO HELP Ll BER I A TO HELP HERSELF • 
.__.. ..... p. .. .,--~~-~-----:~:::.~,:.:.:.::.:::.:,_------.... ,_,.~-
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AS PRESIDENT OF LIBERIA, YOU HAVE .CONTRIBUTED MUCH 
.,..~ '-,•.-.· .. -<A."'·'-"'' .:.·.-·•--"'.-~~'"~Jill>..-~~,.............. •···· .. 00-• -·~-- .... ~ 

TO THE MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION OF YOUR PEOPLE. - . '·-

BUT YOU HAVE ALSO GIVEN OF YOURSELF INTERNATIONALLY AS AN ..... ;.. .. - ....... _.. . -
ORDAINED BAPTIST MINISTER, THROUGH YOUR LEADERSHIP OF THE .. 

BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE. 
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ALLIANCE, YOU HAVE ADVANCED THE VIS ION OF PRES I DENT TUBMAN 
~ Jilt''"'': t.t···· . ,,, --~...,,~·.fi!O"~~--

-~ .. -."::;..~ 

THROUGH YOUR INSPIRED WORK 11FOR THE BENEFIT OF MAN AND ... ... ..,~ 

.... ,_ 
THE GLORY OF GODe11 

.,. ..,;:::::,-



WE THANK e" YO~ AND ALL. !1:1' ffQ~.LE- Of.~ER I.A NOT ONLY --
FOR YOUR VISIT BUT FOR LIBERIA'S MANY MANIFESTATIONS OF 

" .. ~ ,_ ...,,,....._. ·-
... _,--,,_>z.r-.:--., 

FRIENDSHIP IN THIS BICENTENNIAL YEARe I WAS ESPECIALLY -
GRATIFIED TO KNOW OF YOUR PERSONAL PARTICIPATION~\ 
~~-~ . ---- \ 

\ '~ 

MR. PRESIDENT~ IN OUR FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION IN 
.p";. --

MONROVIA. 

MR. PRES I DENT 1 YOU ARE A VERY WELCOME VIS ITORe _,_ 

I LOOK FORWARD TO OUR DISCUSS IONSe THROUGH THESE ... _·,~--....... ~-·' 

EXCHANGES WE CAN ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF PEACEFUL PROGRESS 
I>-•-' -

FOR AFRICA AND FOR ALL HUMANITY. 



-12-

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE JOIN IN WELCOMING YOU AND IN 
• • d 

a,.. ~ 

SI~ENGTHEN~~~URING THIS v~~r) THE v~y CLOSE TIE~ 
<--~ --, 

BETWEEN OUR TWO PEOPLES. 

ENO OF- REMARKS 




