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ARRIVAL- STATEMENT FOR STATE VISIT OF

PRES IDENT TOLBERT OF LIBERIA

SEPTEMBER 21, 1976
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN....
PRESIDENT TOLBERT, MRS, TOLBERT, LADIES AND

GENTLEMEN:

| AM TODAY PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO WELCOME BACK
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TO WASHINGTON A DISTINGUISHED FRIEND OF THE UNITED STATESe
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PRESIDENT TOLBERT\;\ YOUR STATE VISIT IS THE FIRST BY
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AN AFRICAN LEADER IN OUR THIRD CENTURYe WE ARE PROUD
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AND HONORED TO HAVE THE RED, WHITE AND BLUE OF LIBERIA
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_FLY SIDE BY SIDE WITH OUR OWN COLORSe
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AMERICANS AND LIBERIANS SHARE A UNIQUE AND SPECIAL

W TS RISSEI T
w--—

N———

RELATIONSHIPe BOTH COUNTRIES WERE FOUNDED BY MEN AND

- C e,

WOMEN WHO BELIEVED DEEPLY IN LIBERTY AND JUSTICLe
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THE LIBERIAN NATIONAL MOTTO ""THE LOVE OF LIBERTY BROUGHT

At U

US HERE" COULD APPLY JUST AS WELL TO THE UNITED STATES OF

AMERICAe
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YOU HAVE ARRIVED HERE AT A TIME WHEN AMERICANS ARE
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SEEKING TO ASSIST AFRICANS TO ACHIEVE PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS TO
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EXTREMELY DIFFICULT PROBLEMSe

| HAVE SENT OUR SECRETARY OF STATE TO AFRICA IN FULL
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KNOWLEDGE OF THE COMPLEXITY OF THE PROBLEMS AND OF THE
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_ LIMITATIONS OF OUR ROLEe

_B_

ANY REALISTIC AND ENDURING SETTLEMENT MUST BE

P ST .

"MADE IN AFRICAs" WE CAN ONLY OFFER OUR ASSISTANCE

IN EIYCOL_JR‘_AGING THE PARTIES TO NEGOTIATE TO PREVENT
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INCREASED VIOLENCE AND BLOODSHEDe
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MR, PRESIDENT,\ AS A DISTINGUISHED AFRICAN

T e ey

STATESMAN YOU ARE AWARE OF THE DANGER -& AND THE
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CHALLENGE\-- THAT FACES ALL MEN AND WOMEN OF GOODWILL
s ’ ‘ o cm—
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IN THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF YOUR CONTINENTe WE GREATLY

\ —

VALUE YOUR WISE COUNSEL, YOUR MODERATION, AND YOUR

SUPPQBI.
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WE ASSURE YOU THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL REMAIN A
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TRUSTED FRIEND \WORTHY OF YOUR CONFIDENCE AND THAT OF
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ALL LIBERIANS AND ALL THE PEOPLES OF AFRICAo

AMERICANS HAVE NOTED WITH ADMIRATION THE DETERMINATION
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WITH WHICH LIBERIA IS DEVELOPING ITS POTENTIALITIESs

WE WILL CONTINI?IE TO HELP LIBERIA TO HELP HERSELFe




AS PRESIDENT OF LIBERIA, YOU HAVE CONTRIBUTED MUCH

.

TO THE MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION OF YOUR PEOPLEe
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BUT YOU HAVE ALSO GIVEN OF YOURSELF INTERNATIONALLY AS AN

A

-

- EETa——

ORDAINED BAPTIST MINISTER, THROUGH YOUR LEADERSHIP OF THE
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BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCEe
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AS THE FIRST BLACK ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE BAPTIST WORLD
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ALLIANCE, YOU HAVE ADVANCED THE VISION OF PRESIDENT TUBMAN
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THROUGH YOUR INSPIRED WORK "FOR THE BENEFIT OF MAN AND
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THE GLORY OF GODe'"
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WE THANK YOU AND ALL, ’LE OF LIBERIA NOT ONLY

e T —

FOR YOUR VISIT BUT FOR LIBERIA'S MANY MANIFESTATIONS OF

A

FRIENDSHIP IN THIS BICENTENNIAL YEARe | WAS ESPECIALLY
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GRATIFIED TO KNOW OF YOUR PERSONAL PARTICIPATION,\‘_\

MR, PRESIDENT, IN OUR FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION IN
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MR, PRESIDENT, YOU ARE A VERY WELCOME VISITORo
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| LOOK FORWARD TO OUR DISCUSSIONSe ~ THROUGH THESE
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EXCHANGES WE CAN ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF PEACEFUL PROGRESS

FOR AFRICA AND FOR ALL HUMANITYe
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE JOIN IN WELCOMING YOU AND IN

& _

STRENGTHENINADURING THIS VISIT THE VERY CLOSE TIES

.,
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BETWEEN OUR TWO PEOPLESe

END OF REMARKS






