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I AM DELl GHTED TO WELCOME YOU TO THE WHITE HOUSE 
,-----------------

TODAY FOR A CEREMONY OF VERY SPECIAL IMPORTANCE. -----····--- ..... _________ _ 
------------ ··-- -------. 

IN JUST A MOMENT 1 I WILL SIGN INTO LAW A BILL TO 

PROTECT THE NEW RIVER IN NORTH CAROliNA FROM DESTRUCTION,\ 
--_-_-_·_--_ ··-. - ... _ \ 

BY INCLUDING THE RIVER IN THE NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS 

SYSTEIVI. 

THIS NEW LAW IS THE .CULM I NAT ION OF YEARS OF EFFORT 
----~-~ ··--- ---~-~:::::::::-

BY A GREAT MANY PEOPLE. I CONGRATULATE YOU AND YOUR 

FRIENDS FOR YOUR PERSISTENC\ r~~GOU-~~D YOUR 

ULTIMATE SUCCESS. 
fill" •.. ···-~- ....... ~ ....... --

• 



-2-

SOME VERY SERIOUS OBSTACLES HAD TO BE OVERCOME 
..... ----··"'-:!:""._._ 

FOR THIS LEGISLATION TO BE ENACTE~ AND IN A WAY~ THAT 
~--- ~ - - .... rt' 

'\ \ 
IS AS IT SHOULD BEe -

WHEN A DECISION HAS TO BE MADE BETWEEN ENERGY 

PRODUCTION AND EN~IRONMENTAL PROTECTION, \B?TH S I~S HAVE 

LEGITIMATE AND ~ORTHY CLAIMS T00MA~'AND S_UCH DECISigNS 

SHOULD NEVER BE MADE IN HASTEe 

BUT THE MOST IMPORTAN~C~~ERATIO~~N ~IS 
ISSUE OR ANY OTHER IN A ell:~ LIKE OURS IS "WHAT 

IS THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE? 11 

--
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IT SHOULD NOT MATTER WHETHER THE PEOPLE INVOLVED 

ARE RICH OR POOR, FAMOUS OR ANONYMOU POWERFUL OR NOTe 

THE PEOPLE'S VOICE MUST ALWAYS BE HEARD, AND IT IS CLEAR 

THAT THE PEOPLE WANTED TO KEEP THE NEW RIVER LIKE IT ISe 

THROUGH THE TIRELESS EFFORTS OF THE NORTH CAROLINA 

CONGRESS IONAL DEL£ GAT ION, PAST AND PRESENT\ COMB I NED 

WITH THE EFFORTS OF GOVERNOR HOLSHOUSER AND A DETERMINED 
------------------- --------

GROUP OF PRIVATE CITIZENS, THE PEOPLE'S WILL HAS NOW 

BEEN DONE. - -
AN ANCIENT~~ESTIC}IVER AND THE BEAUTIFUL LAND 

THAT SURROUNDS IT HAVE BEEN SAVED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

TO ENJOY, AS WE ENJOY THEM. -'1" 
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WITH SPECIAL PRIDE AND PLEASURE~ I NOW SIGN THIS ACT 

INTO LAW~ AND I JOIN YOU IN THE HOPE THAT THE NEW RIVER 
7"""" 

WILL FLOW FREE AND CLEAR FOR ANOTHER HUNDRED MILLION YEARSe 

END OF TEXT 
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