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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN.. .~

PRES IDENT'S REMARKS ON ARRIVAL
OF
PRES IDENT KEKKONEN OF FINLAND
AUGUST 3, 1976

PRESIDENT KEKKONEN (KEK-cone-in), LADIES AND GENTLEMENS

ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOP | AM DELIGHTED TO

P am— EE——
an———

WELCOME YOUe

o
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YOUR VISIT PERMITS US TO REAFFIRM THE CLOSENESS OF

TIES BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AND TO RECIPROCATE THE

Cnai———————

WONDERFUL HOSPITALITY EXTENDED TO MRS, FORD AND ME IN

L e
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HELSINKI A YEAR AGOe
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FINNS BEGAN ARRIVING HERE OVER 300 YEARS AGO AND

HAVE CONTRIBUTED MUCH TO THE BUILDING OF THE UNITED STATESe

MY HOME STAT!E,\V\ICHIGAN \WHICH IS SAID TO RESEMBLE FINLAND)

HAS ATTRACTED MANY FINNSe THEIR CULTURAL INFLUENCIE,\

THE DEEP FINNISH DEVOTION TO EDUCATION,\ COMMERCE\ FARMING

I\ ——

I\ ——

AND PHYSICAL FITNESS IS EVIDENT IN MICHIGAN'S CQPPER COUNTRYe
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MR, PRESIDENT’ FINLAND HAS PROVEN BEYOND ANY DOUBT

IN RECENT YEARS/I' HAT_A SMALL COUNTRY CAN MAKE IMPORTANT

\ —

CONTRIBUTIONS TO WORLD PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING\

OF FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE TO BOTH OF OUR NATIONSe
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YOUR ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT IN WORLD AFFAIRS \YOUR ROLE IN THE UNITED
e r———

A ————

NATIONi’ INCLUDING A SIGNIFICANT PART IN PEACE-KEEPING FORCES

IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND CYPRUS\YOUR SERVING AS HOST TO
— - —_—

IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL CONFEREN_CES) SUCH AS THE INITIAL PHASE OF

THE STRATEGIC ARMS NEGOTIATIONS AND THE CONFERENCE ON SECURITY

AND COOPERATION IN E_U_BOPE[HAVE ALL CONTRIBUTED TO A BETTER WORLDe

T | =
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FINLAND HAS PLAYED A CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE WITHIN THE NORDIC

IE————— | em————
AR

COUNCIL AND THE ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND

que———

DEVELOPMENT, AND HAS FOLLOWED CLOSELY THE DIALOGUE WHICH

—_ —

HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BETWEEN THE DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING

O——— e amm e —

COUNTRIESe

—_—
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HUMANITY RESPECTS AND VALUES FINLAMD'S EFFORTS TO HELP

———— D
o ——

BRIDGE DIFFERENCES AMONG NATIONS AND OVERCOME OBSTACLES

—\

TO INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND STABILITYe

\

MR, PRESIPEN]') YOE HONOR US BY THIS BICENTENNIAL

VISITe

——
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YOUR PERSONAL PARTICIPATION IN CELEBRATIONS ORGANIZED

“
\

BY FINNISH-AMERICANS CONTRIBUTES TO THE WONDERFUL MOOD

THE BICENTENNIAL HAS GENERATEDe AS A PEOPLE, WE ARE

—_— J

DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR FINLAND'S PARTICIPATIONe

p——

«Q-

THE ESTABLISHMENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI OF A

e,

BICENTENNIAL CHAIR OF AMERICAN STUDIES, THE "AMERICA DAYS"

2

PROGRAM IN FINLAND IN JUNE) AND BICENTENNIAL PROGRAMS IN

MORE THAN A DOZEN FINNISH CITIES ARE VIVID REMINDERS OF

e
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OUR FRIENDSHIP AND KINSHIPe
———



MR, PRESIDENT} THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD NOW FACE

MANY CHALLENGESe THEIR SOLUTION REQUIRES OUR BEST

-

COMMON EFFORTS AND THE COUNSEL AND UNDERSTANDING OF

S

NATIONS WORKING TOGETHERe WITH A POSITIVE SPIRI

’%

WITH UNDERSTANDINGJ\C\ND WITH FULL DEDICATIONNVE WILL

PREVAILe

Sn—

| LOOK FORWARD TO OUR DISCUSSIONS TODAY AND

——

FUTURE GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN FINLAND AND THE UNITED STATESe

AMERICANS ONE AND ALL BID YOU WELCOME AND WISH

Cr—
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YOU AN ENJOYABLE AND PRODUCTIVE VISITe
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END OF TEXT
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