The original documents are located in Box 36, “7/14/76 - Filmed Message for the 31st
Annual Archdiocese Convention of the Antiochian Orthodox Church” of the President’s
Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 36 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

- T ¢
v POTSIDERT HAS STEN. ..

3Ist ANNUAL ARCHD IOCESE CONVENTION

OF THE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
JULY 14, 1976




-|-

YOUR EMINENCE, METROPOLITAN PHlLIP, MRS, FORD
AND | SALUTE YOU ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR i0th ANNIVERSARY
AS HEAD OF THE ANTIOCHIAN (ANT-TEE-OCK-IAN) ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
ARCHD IOCESE OF NORTH AMERICAe

WE REMEMBER VERY WELL YOUR RECENT VISIT TO THE
WHITE HOUSEe THE PLEA THAT YOU MADE AS THE CHAIRMAN OF
THE STANDING CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN MIDDLE EASTERN CHRISTIAN
AND MOSLEM LEADERS, ON BEHALF OF THE SUFFERING PEOPLE OF
LEBANON, MADE A PROFOUND AND LASTING IMPRESSION ON ALL OF

US WHO ARE CONCERNED FOR A DURABLE AND JUST PEACE IN LEBANON

AND THE ENTIRE MIDDLE EASTe
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AS YOU KNOW THROUGH OUR RECENT COMMUNICATIONS
WITH YOU, | HAVE APPROVED THE TRANSMITTAL TO CONGRESS OF THE
LEBANON RELIEF ACT WHICH AUTHORIZES 20 MILLION DOLLARS AND THE
ISSUANCE OF HOUSING GUARANTEES TO PROVIDE RELIEF AND
REHABILITATION ASSISTANCE TO THE LEBANESE PEOPLEe

THIS IS ONLY A SMALL MEASURE OF THE PROFOUND CONCERN
AND SYMPATHY WHICH | HAVE FOR THE LEBANESE PEOPLE, WHOSE
PAST HAS GIVEN US SUCH A FINE EXAMPLE OF RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL
DIVERSITY AND TOLERANCE WITHIN A SINGLE NATIONe WE ARE
KEENLY AWARE OF YOUR SPECIAL INTEREST AND ARE DOING EVERYTHING

POSSIBLE TO BRING TOGETHER ALL THE PARTIES INVOLVED IN THIS

RECENT TRAGIC CHAPTER IN LEBANON'S HISTORYe
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WE SEEK A PERMANENT END TO THE FIGHTING AND A RETURN TO

POLITICAL PROCESSES WITHIN A UNIFIED LEBANONe

THE THEME OF YOUR NATIONAL CONVENTION

9 FREEDOM

TO BELIEVE" IS MOST APPROPRIATE DURING AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAL
YEAR ¢ RELIGIOUS FREEDOM HAS ALWAYS BEEN ONE OF THE
HALLMARKS OF THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE, A FACT WHICH HAS
CONTRIBUTED TO THE RICH DIVERSITY THAT IS THIS NATION'S GREATEST
STRENGTHe WE MUST CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE AND PROTECT
INDIVIDUALITYe

THE WEALTH WE HAVE OF CULTUR“.\; ETHNICq RELIGIOUS

9
AND RACIAL TRADITIONS ARE VALUABLE COUNTERBALANCES TO THE

OVERPOWERING SAMENESS AND SUBORDINATION OF TOTALITARIAN

SOCIETIESe
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IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT YOUR ETHNIC PRIDE AND
THE FINE FAMILY LIFEg WHICH IS THE HALLMARK OF THE ARABIC
SPEAKING PEOPLES EVERYWHERE, WILL BE A PART OF YOUR
CONTINUOUS DYNAMIC CONTRIBUTION TO THE FABRIC OF AMERICAN
LIFEe

| COMMEND YOUR DEDICATION TO CHURCHg NATION
AND FAMILY AND AS YOU BEGIN YOUR DELIBERATIONSy | WISH

YOU ALL A MEANINGFUL’ PRODUCTIVE AND INSPIRING 3ist ANNUAL

CONVENT [ONe

END OF TEXT






