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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN. ..~

THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE -- PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS
AT VALLEY FORGE -- JULY 4, 1976




THEY CAME HERE IN THE SNOWS OF WINTER OVER A TRAIL

[ e

MARKED WITH THE BLOOD OF THEIR RAG-BOUND FEETe

a—
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THE IRON FORGE THAT GAVE THIS PLACE ITS NAME HAD BEEN

— S——
O RS ——
—

DESTROYED BY THE BRITISH WHEN GENERAL WASHINGTON AND HIS

RAGGED CONTINENTAL ARMY ENCAMPED HERE EXHAUSTED \

e

OUTNUMBERENND SHORT OF EVERYTHING EXCEPT FAITHe

—“‘ E—————,
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Y& WE GATHER HERE TODAY’\THE 200th ANNIVERSARY OF OUR

INDEPENDENCE’\\TO COMMEMORATE THEIR SACRIFICES EVEN BEFORE

WE CELEBRATE THE GLORIOUS DECLARATIONe

S — B
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AMERICANS WILL REMEMBER THE NAME OF VALLEY FORGE AS

LONG AS THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE LIVES WITHIN THEIR HEARTSe

O —————

HERE THE VEIN OF IRON IN OUR NATIONAL CHARACTER WAS

FORGED ¢ IN THE I8th CENTURY, THE COLONIAL AMERICAN WAS

———
SEE———

FAR MORE FREE AND PROSPEROUS THAN HIS EUROPEAN COUSINe

nm— e —
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ENGLISHMEN REGARDED US WITH SOME ENVY AS APPROPRIATE

SUBJECTS TO SHARE THEIR GRINDING TAX BURDENSe

e e = —
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AFTER CONCORD BRIDGE AND BREED'S HnlLL, THE BRITISH

GENERALS WERE SGHREWEST IMPRESSED WITH OUR MARKSMANSHIP

————
IR

AND FIGHTING SPIRIT, BUT THEY STILL DISMISSED WASHINGTON'S

CEE—

MILITIAMEN AS "A RABBLE IN ARMSs'"
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MANY YEARS LATER,\ WHEN HE WAS 9I,¥ VETERAN OF CONCORD

WAS INTERVIEWED AND ASKED WHY HE TOOK UP HIS RIFLE AGAINST

SEnmmem—
L e

HIS KINGe DID HE FEEL INTOLERABLY OPPRESSED?
— —

NOPEe NEVER PAID A PENNY FOR ONE OF THEM STAMPSe

NEVER DRANK ANY TEAe
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A ———
—

NEVER HEARD OF LOCKE; /0NLY READ THE BIBLE AND THE ALMANACe /{

WELL THEN’ WHAT DID ALL THE FIGHTING MEAN?

\:

"YOUNG MAN," THE AGING REVOLUTIONARY SAID FIRMLYe
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"WHAT WE MEANT IN GOING FOR THOSE REDCOATS WAS THIS\

WE Aﬁ:@ﬁ%wmm OURSELVES, AND WE ALWAYS MEANT

) T—_—

TOe'

smSm———

"THEY DIDN'T MEAN WE SHOULDe'
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WITHOUT JEFFERSON'S ELOQUENCE, THOSE ARE THE WORDS OF THE

————————

AMERICAN PEOPLE'S DECLARATION OF OUR INDEPENDENCEe THAT WAS

THE STRAIGHT TALK THAT BROUGHT SOME ELEVEN THOUSAND ORDINARY

S —————

e

AMERICANS,\iARMERS,VVORKERS\TRADESME SHOPKEEPERS, INTO

THIS VALLEY OF SACRlFICE\N THE BITTER WINTER OF I777¢

~,




UNCOUNTED HUNDREDS WERE NEVER TO LEAVEe

" comee—
——

THEY DID NOT DIE AMID THE EEREHNG BANNERS AND FEARFUL

———— —————

SOUNDS OF BATTLEe THEY WEAKENED SLQ\LVLY AND

e ————

QUIETLY SUCCUMBED TO COLD SICKNESS AR TARVATION.

e ——————
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P —

YET THEIR COURAGE AND SUFFERING \ THOSE WHO SURVIVED

AS WELL AS THOSE WHO FELL \- WERE NO LESS MEANINGFUL THAN

THE SACRIFICES OF THOSE WHO MANNED THE BATTLEMENTS OF BOSTON

Laa——— P mm——— -

AND SCALED THE PARAPETS OF YORKTOWNe
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IN THE BATTLE AGAINST DESPAIR, WASHINGTON AND HIS

— S —

MEN KEPT FREEDOM'S LONELY VIGlLe THE LEADER AND THE LED

S —————
E———

DREW STRENGTH AND HOPE FROM ONE ANOTHERe AROUND THE WINTER

[ ) e
S ———— EE——

CAMPFIRES THAT DOTTED THESE FIELDS THE FLAME OF LIBERTY WAS
——— — e e ———

SOMEHOW KEPT BURNINGe

SOMETHING HAPPENED\QT VALLEY FORGEe

———————?
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THAT RAGGED, STARVING ARMY HERE/EMERGED AND CHANGED IN

-

A WAY THAT CAN BE SENSED BUT NEVER FULLY DESCRIBEDe THEY

: Ot ———

SUFFERED’ THEY TRAINED \THEY TOUGHENED’\THEY BURIED THEIR D_I;_AD}

AND THEY STAYEDe THEY STUCK IT OUTe
= —.E'.'_‘ _—
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WHEN SPRING MELTED THE SNOWS AND GREEN RETURNED TO THIS

S————.
——

et

BEAUTIFUL COUNTRYSIDE, A PROUD AND DISCIPLINED FIGHTING FORCE

MARCHED OUT OF THIS VALLEY [or=reiE=eA% T0 VICTORY, INTO THE

e —————
Lo

PAGES OF HISTORY,\ UNAWARE OF THE GREATNESS THEY HAD DONE AND

st L S,

OBLIVIOUS TO OUR GRATITUDEe

—————
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AS ABRAHAM LINCOLN NOTED LONG AFTERWARDS AT ANOTHER
=

SACRED SITE IN PENNSYLVANIA, NOTHING WE CAN SAY HERE TODAY

CAN FURTHER CONSECRATE OR HALLOW THIS GROUNDe

—
E——, ————
— S ——
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BUT WE CAN REDEDICATE OURSELVES TO THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE

_— )

eT———
E—

SHOWN AT VALLEY FORGE,&E/TTYS BURG 1:1;:RG0NNE FOREST,

ANZ10 BEAC/-\}\‘\ND IWO JIMAe

e e

NOT ALL SACRIFICES ARE MADE IN WARe THERE ARE ALSO

SACRIFICES OF PEACEe

’-—\
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THE STURDY WAGON TRAINS THAT HAVE RETURNED HERE, THE

—

WONDERFUL PEOPLE WHO DROVE THEM/AND THOSE ALONG THE WAY WHO

B
—

REDED ICATED THEMSELVES TO THE GREAT PRINCIPLES OF THE DECLARATION
eEE———— -

R ————,

E———

OF |NDEPENDENCE,/0FFER HEARTWARMING PROOF THAT OUR AMERICAN

ADVENTURE HAS REAEEY JUST BEGUNe

AP ———
\

——
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OUR BICENTENNIAL IS THE HAPPY BIRTHDAY OF ALL 50 STATES)

——

A COMMONWEALTH AND SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIESe IT IS NOT

JUST A CELEBRATION FOR THE ORIGINAL I3 COLONIESe AMERICANS

ARE ONE PEOPLE, AND WE CAN STILL HEAR THEM SAYING:

—————-'7 —

"WE%m GOVERNED OURSELVES, AND WE ALWAYS
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THE EARLIEST ENGLISH SETTLERS CARRIED THE BIBLE AND

BLACKSTONE'S COMMENTARY ACROSS THE ATLANTIC AMONG THEIR FEW

PRECIOUS POSSESSIONS, AND ESTABLISHED THEIR OWN SELF-

GOVERNMENTS ON A STRANGE AND HOSTILE COASTe

———
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AMERICAN FAMILIES IN PRAIRIE SCHOONERS LIKE THES&TOOK WITH

Cm—

THEM ON THE OVERLAND TRAILS THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUALITY AND THE

b

GOD-GIVEN RIGHTS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCEe

THEIR RESTLESS SEARCH FOR A BETTER LIFE WAS BEGUN IN THE

_
P ———

SPIRIT OF ADVENTUREe



BUT IT WAS THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE THAT SUSTAINED THEMe

L

E——————

THEY 88 SUFFERED CRUEL WINTERS \SAVAGE ATTACKS\ BLAZING
— e s .

L 9

DESERTS\QND BLOODY FEETe MANY WERE BURIED BESIDE THE TRAIlLe
— L e o o
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BUT MANY AsRE STUCK IT OUT’ DUG IN AND BUILT PERMANENT

e

SETTLEMENTS, WHERE WOMEN STOOD THE SAME SENTRY DUTY AS THE

—— —_—

MENe IN THE WEST, THE DECLARATION'S PROMISE OF LEGAL AND

\

POLITICAL EQUALITY FOR WOMEN WAS FIRST BROADENEDe




THE AMERICAN PIONEERS KNEW THAT IN THEIR NEW WILDERNESS

o ——

E——— " P
E——— —

HOMES THEY WOULD NOT BE COLONIALS, RULED BY A DISTANT

et

GOVERNMENTe THEY HAD ASSURANCE THAT,\N DUE COURSEXTHEY

COULD GOVERN THEMSELVES AS FULL CITIZENS OF EQUAL STATESe
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THIS POLITICAL GUARANTEE MADE ALL THE RISKS AND SACRIFICES
 — e —

WORTHWHILEe THEIR CHILDREN AND FUTURE GENERATIONS WOULD

—— e e———
S

HAVE ALL THE RIGHTS OF WASHINGTON’ VCKSOI\\ND LINCOLNe

&S SO DO WE -\AND MOREe
——

—
P

——————
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AS WE CONTINUE OUR AMERICAN ADVENTU RE) THE PATRIOTS

Smn—
PR ———— /
A

OF VALLEY FORGE AND THE PIONEERS OF THE AMERICAN FRONTIER

e ———— )

INDEED ALL OUR HEROES AND HEROINES OF WAR AND PEACE, SEND US

S ———— ) L S
e —— S ————

—m—

THIS SINGLE URGENT MESSAGE:
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\

—

THOUGH PROSPERITY IS A GOOD THIN(XTHOUGH COMPASS |ONATE

CHARITY IS A GOOD THING, \ THOUGH INSTITUTIONAL REFORM IS A

_\
SEEE—

GOOD THING, A NATION SURVIVES ONLY SO LONG AS THE SPIRIT

—— ———— e
e———

OF SACRIFICE AND SELF-DISCIPLINE IS _STRONG WITHIN ITS PEOPLEe

\
\
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e —————
e —v————

INDEPENDENCE HAS TO BE DEFENDED AS WELL AS DECLARED,'\

EE———

FREEDOM 1S ALWAYS WORTH FIGHTING FORy N\AND LIBERTY ULTIMATELY

Rt
e —

BELONGS G#EY TO THOSE WILLING TO SUFFER FOR ITe

CE——— S ———
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IF WE REMEMBER THIS, WE CAN BRING HEALTH WHERE THERE

\ ————

IS T DISEASE, PEACE WHERE THERE IS STRIFE PROGRESS WHERE

N -—~_~
——

THERE IS POVERTY AND WANTe
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AND WHEN OUR TRICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION ROLLS AROUND’

————

100 YEARS FROM NOW’ GRATEFUL AMERICANS Skt WILL COME TO

e—

THIS SHRINE OF QUIET VALOR, THIS FORGE OF OUR REPUBLIC'S

- 2 — -

LRON COREe

END OF TEXT






