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THE I'RES I DENT HAS SEEN ••.• _. 

THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE -- PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS 

AT VALLEY FORGE -- JULY 4, 1976 

Digitized from Box 36 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



-I-

THEY CAME HERE IN THE SNOWS OF WINTER OVER A TRAIL 

MARKED WITH THE BLOOD OF THEIR RAG-BOUND FEETe 



-2-

THE I RON FORGE THAT GAVE THIS PlACE ITS NAME HAD BEEN - ----
DESTROYED BY THE BRIT ISH WHEN GENERAL WASHINGTON AND HIS 

RAGGED CONTINENTAL ARMY ENCAMPED HERE_, \EXH~TED,\ 
OU TNU MBERE~ND S _!:!0 RT, OF EVERYTH I NG EXCEPT FA ITHe -



-3-

~WE GATHER HERE TODAY \THE 200th ANNIVERSARY OF OUR 

INDEPENDENCE~O COMMEMORATE THEIR SACRIFICES EVEN BEFORE 

WE CELEBRATE THE GlORIOUS DECLARATION. 
-



-4-

AMERICANS WILL REMEMBER THE NAME OF VALLEY FORGE AS 

LONG AS THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE LIVES WITHIN THEIR HEARTS. 

HERE THE VEIN OF I RON IN OUR NATIONAL CHARACTER WAS 

FORGED. IN THE 18th CENTURY' THE COLONIAL AMERICAN WAS 

FAR MORE FREE AND PROSPEROUS THAN HIS EUROPEAN COUSIN. -- - -



-5-

ENGLISHMEN REGARDED US WITH SOME ENVY AS APPROPRIATE 

SUBJECTS TO SHARE THEIR GRINDING TAX BURDENS. 



-6-

AFTER CONCORD BRIDGE AND BREED 1S HILL, THE BRITISH 

GENERALS WERE ~m]EWIItfT IMPRESSED WITH OUR MARKSMANSHIP , 

AND FIGHTING SPIRIT' BUT THEY STILL DISMISSED WASHINGTON•s 

MILITIAMEN As ··A RABBLE IN ARMs•· 



-7-

MANY YEARS LATER, WHEN HE WAS 91,~ VETERAN OF CONCORD 

WAS INTERVIEWED AND ASKED WHY HE TOOK UP HIS RIFLE AGAINST 

HIS KING. DID HE FEEL INTOLERABLY OPPRESSED? -
NOPE. NEVER PAID A PENNY FOR ONE OF THEM STAMPS. 

NEVER D RAN~ ANY TEA. 



-8-

NEVER HEA~p OF LOCKE: /oNLY R~ THE Bl BLE AND THE ALMANAC•// 

W!_ll THE~, WHAT D 10 All THE FIGHTING MEAN? ----
"YOUNG MAN," THE AGING REVOLUTIONARY SAID FIRMLY. 



-9-

"WHAT WE MEANT IN GOING FOR THOSE REDCOATS WAS nilS\ 
WE f;i~OVERNED OURSELVES' AND WE ALWAYS ~EANT 

--._ 

Toe'· 
-;;a. 

11THEY 0 lDN'T MEAN WE SHOULD.'• 



-to-

WITHOUT JEFFERSON'S ELOQUENCE, THOSE ARE THE WORDS OF THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE'S DECLARATION OF OUR INDEPENDENCE. THAT WAS 

THE STRAIGHT TALK THAT BROUGHT SOME ELEVEN THOUSAND ORDINARY 

J 
AMERICANS, ~ARMERS ·'\0 RKERS \TRADES ME SHOPKEEPERS, INTO 

THIS VALLEY OF SACRIFICE\N THE BlmR WINTER OF 1777e 



-II-

UNCOUNTED HU NO REDS WERE NEVER TO LEA VEe 

THEY D 10 NOT DIE AMID THE ffi'+il I~ BANNERS AND FEARFUL 

SOUNDS OF BATTLE. THEY WEAKENED SLOWLY AND 



-12-

YET THEIR COURAGE AND SUFFERING \ THOSE WHO SURVIVE() 

AS WELL AS THOSE WHO FELL\ WERE NO LESS MEANINGFUL THAN 

THE SACRIFICES OF THOSE WHO MANNED THE BATTLEMENTS OF BOSTON 

AND SCALED THE PARAPETS OF YORKTOWN. 



-13-

IN THE BATTLE AGAINST DESPAIR~ WASHINGTON AND HIS 

MEN KEPT FREEDOM'S LONELY VIGIL. THE LEADER AND THE LED -
DREW STRENGTH AND HOPE FROM ONE ANOTHER. AROUND THE WINTER -
CAMPFIRES THAT DOTTED THESE FIELDS THE FLAME OF Ll BERTY. WAS 

SOMEHOW KEPT BURNING. 
po 

SOMETHING HAPPENED T VALLEY FORGEe 



-14-

THAT RAGGED' STARVING ARMY gfM~RG!!:_D AND C~ED IN 

A WAY THAT CAN BE SENSED BUT NEVER FULLY DESCRI BEDe THEY - . -
SUFFERED, \THEY TRAINED\ THEY TOUGHENED~EY BURIED THEIR DEADJ 

AND THEY STAYED. THEY STUCK IT OUT. -----



-15-

WHEN SPRING MELTED THE SNOWS AND GREEN RETURNED TO THIS 

BEAUTIFUL COUNTRYSIDE~ A PROUD AND DISCIPLINED FIGHTING FORCE 

MARCHED OUT OF TH I S VALLEY {Q_N l'tU: ftO:t~ TO VICTORY~ INTO THE 

PAGES OF HISTORY,~NAWARE OF THE GREATNESS THEY HAD DONE AND 

OBLIVIOUS TO OUR GRATITUDE. 



-16-

AS ABRAHAM LINCOLN NOTED LONG AFTERWARDS AT ANOTHER 
==-

SACRED SITE IN PENNSYLVANIA, NOTHING WE CAN SAY HERE TODAY 

CAN FURTHER CONSECRATE OR HALLOW THIS GROUND. --



-17-

BUT WE CAN REDEDICATE OURSELVES TO THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE ------" 
S~N AT VALLEY FORGE,~TTYSBURG_, ~RGONNE FOREST, 

ANZIO BEAC~ND 1\IVO JIMAe 

NOT ALL SACRIFICES ARE MADE IN WARe THERE ARE ALSO 

SACRIFICES OF PEACEe 



-18-

THE SlURDY WAGON TRAINS THAT HAVE RElURNED HERE, THE 

WONDERFUL PEOPLE WHO DROVE THEM AND THOSE ALONG THE WAY WHO 
- -

REDEDICATED THEMSELVES TO THE GREAT PRINCIPLES OF THE DECLARATION -
oF INDEPENDENcE,/ OFFER HEARTWARMING _:RooF THAT ouR AMERICAN 

ADVENlURE HAS ltiP' IY JUST BEGUNe -



-19-

OUR BICENTENNIAL IS THE HAPPY BIRTHDAY OF ALL 50 STATES, 

A COMMONWEALTH AND SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES. IT IS NOT 

JUST A CELEBRATION FOR THE ORIGINAL 13 COLONIES. AMERICANS 

ARE ONE PEOPLE' AND WE CAN STILL HEA~ THEM SAYI~G: 
.... 

"WEW~ GOVERNED OURSELVES, AND WE ALWAYS 

MEAN TOe'' 



-20-

THE EARLIEST ENGLISH SETTLERS CARRIED THE BIBlE AND 

BLACKSTONE'S COMMENTARY ACROSS THE ATLANTIC AMONG THEIR FEW 

PRECIOUS POSSESSIONs, AND ESTABLISHED THEIR OWN ~­

GOVERNMENTS ON A STRANGE AND HOSTilE COAST. 



-21-

AMERICAN FAMILIES IN PRAIRIE SCHOONERS LIKE THES~O~K W~TH 

THEM ON THE OVERLAND TRAILS THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUALITY AND THE -
GOD-GIVEN RIGHTS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

THEIR RESTLESS SEARCH FOR A BETTER LIFE WAS BEGUN IN THE 

SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE. 



-22-

BUT IT WAS THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE THAT SUSTAINED THEMe 

THEY YOe SUFFERED CRUEL WINTERS, ~AVAGE ATTACKS BLAZING 

D ESERTS~ND BLOODY FEET. MANY WERE B~ED BESIDE THE TRAIL. 



-23-

BUT MANY f\l'fRi SllJCK IT OUT
1 

D!JG IN AND BU llT PERMANENT 

----
SETTlEMENTS' WHERE WOMEN STOOD THE SAME SENTRY DUTY AS THE 

MENe IN THE WEST, THE DECLARATION'S PROMISE OF lEGAl AND 

POliTICAl EQUALITY FOR WOMEN WAS Fl RST BROADENED. 



-24-

THE AMERICAN PIONEERS KNEW THAT IN THEIR NEW WILDERNESS --
HOMES THEY WOULD NOT BE COLONIALS, R~ BY A D!STANT -
GOVERNMENT. THEY HAD ASSURANCE THAT,~N DUE COURSE\:HEY 

COULD GOVERN THEMSELVES AS FULL CITIZENS OF EQUAL STATES. 



-25-

THIS POLITICAL GUARANTEE MADE ALL THE RISKS AND SACRIFICES 
c: 

WO RTHWH I LEe THEIR CHILDREN AND FUTURE GENERATIONS WOULD 

H~E All THE RIGHTS OF WASHINGTON' "\CKSO~D LINCOLN. 

1811 SO DO WE \AND MOREe 



-26-

AS WE CONTINUE OUR AM~ICAN ADV~TUREJ THE PATRIOTS 

-
OF VALLEY FORGE AND THE PI~NEERS OF THE AMERICAN FRONTIER) 

-
INDEED ALL OUR HEROES AND HEROINES OF WAR AND PEAC7 SEND US 

.......__ 

THIS SINGLE URGENT MESSAGE: 



-27-

THOUGH PROSPERITY IS A GOOD THING\ THOUGH COMPASS I ONATE 

CHARITY IS A GOOD THING,~HOUGH INSTilUTIONAL REFORM IS A 

GOOD THING# A NATION SURVIVES ONLY SO LONG AS THE SPIRIT ..___ 

OF SACRIFICE AND SELF-DISCIPLINE IS STRONG WITHIN ITS PEOPLE. -----



-28-

INDEPENDENCE HAS TO BE DEFENDED AS WELL AS DECLARED~ 

FREEDOM IS ALWAYS WORTH FI.GHTING FO!g~D LIBER~ ULTIMATELY 

BELONGS l3f'l:a' TO THOSE WILLING TO SUFFER FOR lTe -



-29-

IF WE REMEMBER THIS, WE CAN BRING HEAL~~ WHERE THERE 

IS 1U DISEASE,"'~ WHERE THERE IS STRIFE, PRO~SS WHERE 

THERE IS POVERTY AND WANT • 



-30-

AND WHEN OUR TRICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION ROLLS AROUND, 

100 YEARS FROM NOWJ GRATEFUL AMERICANS 3Wtl Will COME TO 

THIS SHRINE OF QUIET VALOR_, THIS FORGE OF OUR REPUBUc•s 

IJON COREe -

END OF TEXT 




