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THE PRES !DENT HAS SEEN ...... 

THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS BY RESOWTION ADOPTED 

JULY 2, 1776, DECLARED THAT THIRTEEN AMERICAN COLONIES WERE FREE 

AND INDEPENDENT STATES. TWO DAYS LATER\ ON THE FOURTH 

OF JUL~ THE CONGRESS ADOPTED A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
------·"-

WHICH PROCLAIMED TO THE WORLD THE BIRTH OF THE UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA. 

IN THE TWO CENTURIES THAT HAVE PASSED, WE HAVE 

MATURED AS A NATION AND AS A PEOPLE. WE HAVE GAINED THE 

WISDOM THAT AGE AND EXPERIENCE BRING, YET WE HAVE KEPT THE 
_,J 

STRENGTH AND IDEALISM OF YOU THe 

• 
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IN THIS YEAR OF OUR NAT I ON'S BICENTENNIAL, WE ENTER 

OUR THIRD CENTURY WITH THE KNOWLEDGE THAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED 

GREATNESS AS A NATION AND HAVE CONTRI BUTEO TO THE GOOD OF 

MANKIND. WE FACE THE FUTURE WITH RENEWED OED I CATION TO 

THE PRINCIPLES EMBODIED IN OUR DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 

AND WITH RENEWED GRATilUDE FOR lHOSE WHO PLEDGED lHEIR LIVES\ 

lHEI R FORlUNE~D lHEI R SACRED HONOR TO PRESERVE INDIVIDUAL 

Ll BERTY FOR USe 

• 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE TWO HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE GREAT HISTORIC EVENTS OF 1776, AND IN KEEPING WITH THE 

WISHES OF THE CONGRESS, I ASK THAT ALL AMERICANS JOIN IN AN 

EXTENDED PERIOD OF CELEBRATION~HANKSGIVIN AND PRAYER ON 

ll-IE SECOND 1"HIR~ FOURT AND FIFll-1 DAYS OF J.U~-OF OUR 

BICENTENNIAL YEAR -- SO THAT PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS, IN THEIR 

OWN WAY, MAY GIVE THANKS FOR THE PROTECTION OF DIVINE 
.. :::::;;;;;; .. 

PROVIDENCE THROUGH 200 YEARS, AND PRAY FOR THE FUTURE SAFETY 

AND HAPPINESS OF OUR NATION. 

TO COMMEMORATE THE ADOPTION OF THE DECLARATION OF 
____...,,_,_-.......•. ·----~--_._.., 

INDEPENDENCE, THE CONGRESS, \i¥ ~Q~jQ~RRENT RES9l!~TIQN AQ.QPTEB 

7h ~ 
:!"~ zo. ]2§1 jTI~iA.:t. 9~4i:?DECLARED THAT liS ANNIVERSARrBE 

OBSERVED BY THE RINGING OF BELLS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES • 

• 
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a,a, 
l§ov, 'f11EREF8RE, I, !!EMW R. F~ PRESIDENT. 

;t 
THe IHH'fE8 StATE~ Qf UAt.R_J;~) M HEREBY PROCLAIM THAT THE TWO ---
HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ADOPTION OF THE DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE BE OBSERVED BY THE SIMULTANEOUS RINGING OF BELLS 

THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES AT THE HOUR OF TWO O'CLOCK, 

EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME, ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE FOURTH OF JULY, 
/ 

I"&~ I IIIIII.IJIIII:L 1111 ?1![118fU8E llA¥,-~OR A PERIOD OF TWO 

MINUTES, SIGNIFYING OUR TWO CENlURIES OF INDEPENDENCE. 

I CALL UPON _CIVI<:_:~ELI~IOU:: '\D OTHER ~OMMU~TY 
LEADERS TO ENCOURAGE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THIS HISTORIC 

OBSERVANCE. I CALL UPON ALL AMERIC~S~ERE AND ABROAD\ 

INCLUDING ALL UNITED STATES FLAG SHIPS AT SEA, TO JOIN,.JN THIS 

SALUTE. 
~ 

• 
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AS THE ~S R~G I~ OUR THIRD CENTURY\:s 
~II>!- ---

MILLIONS OF FREE MEN AND WOMEN PRAY,~T EVERY AMERICAN 

RESOLVE THAT THIS NATION, UNDER GOD, WILL MEET THE FUTURE 

WITH THE SAME COURAGE AND OED I CATION AMERICANS SHOWED 

THE WORLD TWO CENTURIES AGOe IN PERPETUATION OF THE 

JOYOUS RINGING OF THE LIBERTY BELL IN PHILADELPHIA, LET US 

AGAIN "PROCLAIM Ll BERTY THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND UNTO ALL THE 

INHABIT ANTS THEREOFe" 

• 
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~NESS WHEREOF, I HAV~ MY HAND 

"""'' ... _~·;·.;::;:'"'~,._::;·;.4>" 

THIS TW~-NINTH DA~ Ot~ IN~E YEAR OF OUR LORD 
.-' '" 

. ~ 

,' ~·~ 
NINETEEN ~.UJit'RED SEVENTY-SIX, AND ~ INDEPENDENCE OF THE 

.('r.;"{"·~ ... -"'· '· .... 

~~$~ ·~ 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA THE TWO HUNDREDTH. 

END OF TEXT 
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