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LET ME THANK YOU FOR YOUR WARM AND GENEROUS 

WELCOME AND FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK BEFORE SUCH 

A DISTINGUISHED AUDIENCE. 

IT'S ALWAYS GOOD TO RETURN TO TEXAS • 
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OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS, MANY OF YOUR FINEST 

SONS AND DAUGHTERS HAVE COME TO WASHINGTON TO SERVE 

OUR COUNTRY -- JOHN TOWER, _____ , 
--~---' 

______ , ••• THE LIST COULD GO ON AND ONe 

TEXANS MAKE NOT ONLY REMARKABLY GOOD PUBLIC SERVANTS, 

BUT VERY GOOD AMBASSADORS OF THE LONE STAR STATE/ 

BECAUSE ALL OF THEM LOVE TO SING YOUR PRAISES • 
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TEXAS, THEY TELL ME, IS NUMBER ONE IN 

THE COUNTRY IN MANY IMPORTANT WAYS -- NUMBER ONE IN 

CATIL£ PRODUCTION/ NUMBER ONE IN OIL PRODUCTION/ 

NUMBER ONE IN COTION, fND OFTEN NUMBER ONE IN 

FOOT BALLe 
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I'M DELIGHTED TO SEE THAT TONIGHT YOU'RE 

STILL SECOND TO NONE IN HOSPITALITY~ TOOe 

IN OBSERVANCE OF YOUR LAW DAY CELEBRATION 

IN IRVING~ I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE IF I 

DIRECTED MY REMARKS THIS EVENING TO AN INCREASINGLY 

SERIOUS PROBLEM ALL ACROSS AMERICA. 

- =-
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AS PRACTITIONERS OF THE LAW,\ AS 

LEADERS OF YOUR COMMUNIT~ND AS LOVING PARENTS, 

ALL OF YOU MUST SHARE MY DEEPENING CONCERN ABOUT 

A NEW WAVE OF DRUG ABUSE THAT IS AFFLICTING OUR NATION • 

• 
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ONLY A FEW SHORT YEARS AGO\ AS YOU WILL RECALL, 

THE UNITED STATES WAS FACED WITH A VIRTUAL EPIDEMIC OF 

DRUG ABUSE. LARGE QUANTITIES OF OPIUM WERE COMING OUT 

OF POPPY FIELDS IN COUNTRIES SUCH AS TURKEY, WERE CONVERTED 
... aw1 

INTO HEROIN IN PORT CITIES IN FRANCE, AND FROM THERE WERE 
.., -

SMUGGlED INTO THE U.S .A.e 

II 
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THIS COUNTRY MOUNTED AN ACTIVE CAMPAIGN 

AGAINST ILLICIT DRUG TRAFFIC, AND WITH THE COOPERATION OF 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS BOTH HERE AND ABROAD, WE 

EVENTUALLY BROKE THE BACK OF THE ••fRENCH CONNECTION_.. 

- -
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THERE WAS GOOD REASON TO BE PLEASED, 

IT SEEMED WE HAD NOT ONLY TURNED THE CORNER ON DRUG ABUSE,, 

BUT WE HAD ALSO BEGUN TO MAKE SIGN IF I CANT INROADS 

INTO STREET CRIME • 

• 
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OUR SUCCESS, HOWEVER, DID NOT LAST AS LONG 

AS MOST OF US HOPED IT WOULDe THE BASE OF THE HEROIN -
TRADE HAS NOW S~ED TO OTHER COUNTRIES, /AND TODAY 

THERE IS A RENEWED AND ALARMING FLOW OF DRUG TRAFFIC ---
INTO THIS COUNTRY. 

• 
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THE TIME HAS NOW COME TO STEP ;!POUR F~,\ 
<# 

SHf':~ING THE WEAPONS IN OUR ARSENA~ND LAUNCHING 

A NEW AND MORE AGGRESSIVE ATIACK AGAINST THIS INSIDIOUS 
~ 

ENEMYe 

• 



THE COST OF DRUG ABUSE TO THIS NAT I ON IS NOW 

STAGGERING: 

-- EVERY YEAR 1 MORE THAN 5
1

000 AMERICANS DIE 

FROM DRUG RELATED CAUSES. 

-- EVERY YEAR 1 MORE THAN 1791 000 I NJUR !ES 

CAN BE TRACED TO DRUGS. 

-- EVERY YEAR1 THE PROBLEMS OF DRUG ABUSE 
- . ,J 

COST US UP TO 17 B11LLION DOLLARS • 
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AND SIGNIFICANTLY, THE GREATEST 

BULK OF THIS 17 BILLION DOLLARS IS MONEY LOST THROUGH 

CRIME. LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS ESTIMATE THAT 

UP TO ON~-~~BERIE\ M~GI~S\ 
BURGLARIES AND OTHER FORMS OF PROPERTY CRIMES ARE 

COMMITIED BY ADDICTS TO SUPPORT THEIR EXPENSIVE AND 

DEBILITATING HABITSe 
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THESE STATISTICS -- AS OMINOUS AS THEY 

ARE -- REFLECT ONLY PART OF THE TRAGIC TOLLe 

FOR EVERY TEENAGER KILLED BY A DRUG OVER-DOSE, 
_.. I :;"* - ,...._.,·--·-·--

THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF OTHERS WHO DO NOT DIE BUT 

CONTINUE ONLY THE MOTIONS OF LIVING. 

THEY SIT IN CLASSROOMS WITHOUT LEARNING. THEY 

GROW ISOLATED FROM FAMILY AND FRIENDS • 

• 
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WHEN THEY SHOULD BE PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE, THEY --- -
CAN HARDLY COPE WITH THE PRESENT • AND THIS 

-
DISEASE IS BY NO MEANS LIMITED TO YOUTH OR TO ANY . 

PARTICULAR GROUP IN OUR SOCIETY • THE SUBURBAN - - ......... , -
HOUSEWIFE~E W~~.ON THE_ ASSEMBLY ~INE,\ 

THE WHITE COLLAR PROF:ESSIONAL \ NO~Y IS I~MU~Ee 

• 
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I PLEDGE TO YOU TONIGHT THAT I WILL SPARE -- - -~~ ... ...._ 
NO EFFORT TO CRUSH THE MENACE OF DRUG ABUSE. 

CLEARLY, OUR FIRST DEFENSE MUST BE DIRECTED 

AT OUR OWN BORDERS -- TO CLAMP DOWN ON THE ILLEGAL 
- ~'lloHW"lfM.PIQ -

FLOW OF DRUGS FROM FOREIGN SOURCES • 
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AS YOU KNOW, EIGHTY TO NINETY PERCENT 

OF THE HEROIN COMING INTO THE UNITED STATES TODAY 
$ .. 

HAS COME ACROSS THE BORDER FROM MEXICO. 
AU® ;:;:_4171.. \4k;&-

THE PROBLEM IS NOT AN EASY ONE TO COPE 

-
WITHe THERE ARE AS MANY AS 20,000 SMALL POPPY 

FIELDS HIDDEN AWAY IN THE MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN OF 

THE SIERRA MADRE • 

• 



-17-

THE DRUGS THAT COME FROM THESE FIELDS MIGHT BE SMUGGLED -
HERE IN ANY ONE OF ALMOST A MILLION VEHICLES A WEEK 

THAT CROSS THROUGH BORDER CHECKPOINTS, /oR ABOARD ANY 

ONE OF 4,000 AIRCRAFT THAT ILLEGALLY PENETRATED THE BORDER 

LAST YEAR, J OR EVEN IN THE BACKPACK OF SOMEONE WHO ILLEGALLY 

WALKS ACROSS THE 2,000 Ml LE BORDER THAT WE SHARE WITH 

MEXICO. 

• 
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FORTUNATELY, THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO UNDER THE 

LEADERSHIP OF PRES I DENT ECHEVERR 1{\, HAS BEEN I NCREAS I NGL Y 

CONCERNED WITH THIS PROBLEM AND HAS CRACKED DOWN HARD 

ON BOTH THE GROWERS AND THE TRAFF I CKERSe 

• 
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WITH HELP PROV I OED BY OUR GOVERNMENT 

HELP THAT INCLUDES HELICOP1ERS AND OTHER AD1JlNCED EQUIPMENT~ -
AND COMMITTING SUBSTANTIAL RESOURCES OF ITS OWN --

THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO IS UNDERTAKING THE BIGGEST . -
AND MOST EFFECTIVE CROP ERADICATION PROGRAM IN ITS HISTORY. 

- 4144 . :c;:_,;UZ £L 

• 
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THOUSANDS OF FIELDS HAVE ALREADY BEEN WIPED OUTe 

AND WHILE MANY OF THESE FIELDS WILL BE REPLANTED~ 

THE GOVERNMENT THERE/ALSO~LA~S FOR THE !'~?T T~ 
TO MAINTAIN A YEAR-ROUND ERADICATION PROGRAJ\1\e 

.... '* 

• 

• 
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THE EFFORT MADE ON THEIR SIDE OF THE BORDER 

HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY AIDED BY WHAT WE HAVE DONE 

ON OUR OWN S I DE,THROUGH THE COMB I NED EFFORTS OF FEDERAL, 

STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. IN PARTICULAR~ 

I WANT TO COMPLIMENT THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS OF TEXAS. - -
THEY HAVE DONE A FINE JOB IN HELPING TO CONTROL THE FLOW - -.._ 

OF ILLEGAL DRUGS~ AND THEY DESERVE THE THANKS OF ALL AMER I CANSe 
I 

• 



-22-

I BELIEVE., AND THE LEADERS OF MEXICO BELIEVE., 
.......... , ... ,,""""""" 

THAT IF TOGETHER WE~ THIS OPPORTUNITY \ AS WE ARE DOING\-­

WE CAN STEM THE TIDE OF THE NEW DRUG INVASION WITHIN A YEARe 

THAT IS OUR GOAL. 

• 
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BUT OUR EFFORTS MUST NOT STOP THERE. -
WE MUST ALSO ACCELERATE OUR LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS HERE 

AliP!DCb&l..- ~---
IN OUR OWN COUNTRY. 

• 
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FRANKLY~ DESPITE ALL THE RHETORIC OF RECENT YEARS~ 

I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE YET SUCCEEDED IN MAKING --
IT TOUGH ENOUGH FOR DRUG TRAFFICKERS. AS FAR AS I AM 

CONCERNED~ THE PEOPLE WHO TRAFFIC IN HARD DRUGS - ,., ... 
ARE NOTHING LESS THAN MERCHANTS OF DEATH AND SHOULD BE PUT 

BEHIND BARS\ FOR A LONG, LOt:G Tl~ 

• 
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YET, THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT STUDIES SHOW 

THAT MORE THAN A QUARTER OF THOSE CONVICTED 
• - .... -

OF NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING DO NOT SPEND A SINGLE DAY IN JAIL. 

• 
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THE EXTRAORDINARY LAXITY THAT SOMETIMES EXISTS 

WAS ILLUSTRATED JUST LAST MONTH IN A CASE WHEN 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS A~E~ED 31 PEOPLE, I 
MOST OF WHOM WERE MAJOR VIOLATORS RESPONSIBLE 

-maa: ,. 

FOR LARGE SHIPMENTS OF HEROIN INTO THE UNITED STATES • 

• 
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NINETEEN OF THOSE ARRESTED WERE IMMEDIATELY FREED 
p Oil J ,. 

ON A 500 DOLLAR PERSONAL RECOGNIZANCE BOND, 

EVEN THOUGH THEIR OFFENSES WERE PUNISHABLE BY 15 YEARS 

- -
IN PRISON. ALL BUT TWO OF THE 19 HAD LONG ARREST RECORDS, 

AND ONE WAS ON PAROLE FOR A NARCOTICS OFFENSE. __, _, 

• 
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TO HIS GREAT CREDIT, THE NEW HEAD OF OUR DRUG ENFORCEMENT 

ADMINISTRATION, PETE BENSINGER \ WHO, INCIDENTALLY, 

IS OFF TO A FINE START\ QUICKLY INTERVENED. 

WARRANTS WERE -~E-ISSU!D FOR FOUR OF THE ~·I AND y.~ 
WAS RAISED TO TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR EACH OF THE OTHERSe 

• 
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I BELIEVE WE MUST CLOSE LEGAL LOOPHOLES THAT 
- "" - ¢ 

PERMIT TRAFFICKERS TO ESCAPE THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY. 
= • •• . ... • .. ., rf 

THOSE WHO LIVE OFF THE MISERY OF OTHERS MUST PAY THE 
_.. I!IM ,...,..;c ... l -=--:::---. --

PRICE -- AND THE HIGHER THE PRICE# THE BETIERe 
~ ·-- ..,. .... ,., .. __ 

....... 

• 
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LAST YEAR I SENT TO THE CONGRESS LEGISLATION 

THAT WOULD REQUIRE MANDATORY PRISON SENTENCES FOR PERSONS 
,..._c;_;sxQ41 U _ ,WP 4 a rd 

CONVICTED OF HIGH-LEVEL TRAFFICKING IN HEROIN AND 
.,.~···'..1;.'1'¥-•,-f-'!~\ "~-·~-,.~ 

~P.---~~-~~l!l'~ 

.-:#44 o .41® 44!4!4 • _ u ;a <• 

SIMILAR NARCOTICS. 

..... B_utJ_ 

SENTENCES WOULD BE NOT LESS 
JJ!!Ji.i,it¥&5§;:; 9 

THAN THREE YEARS FOR SUCH TRAFFICKERSlND WOULD RANGE 

UP TO 30 YEARS. 

• 
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UNFORTUNATELY, THIS LEGISLATION HAS BECOME 

CAUGHT UP IN THE GREAT DEBATE OVER SENATE BILL NUMBER ONE 

WHICH WOULD OVERHAUL OUR FEDERAL PENAL CO DEe 
- .... ¢ -· ... ,_ 

BECAUSE WE CANNOT AFFORD CONTINUED DELAY, I AM SEPARATING 

OUT THIS MANDATORY SENTENC lNG PROPOSAL • 

• 
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IN A SPECIAL DRUG MESSAGE THAT I WILL SOON SEND 

TO THE CONGRESS, I WILL RESUBMIT THIS PROPOSAL AND CALL -. -
FOR URGENT ACT ION. 

• 
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BEYOND HALTING THIS ILLEGAL FLOW OF DRUGS - --· ~ 

STILL ANOTHER PRONG OF OUR ATIACK ON DRUG ABUSE MUST LIE - - -1' 

• 
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IN RECENT YEARS, WE HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS 

IN THE UNITED STATES IN CREATING A VERY LARGE AND 

SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT NETWORK. TODAY, SOME 
aa¥Ru.ssnawc r¢ 

460 MILLION DOLLARS IN FEDERAL FUNDS IS SPENT ANNUALLY 

ON PR~NTION\TREATM!~AND ~~ITAJION 

TEN TIMES MORE THAN WHAT WE SPENT IN 1969e 

• 
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WE CAN NOW TREAT MOR..E THAN A QUARTER OF A MILLION DRUG ADDICTS 
~~~-~ 

AT ONE TIMEe IN ADD ITION1 RECENT STUDIES SHOW 

THAT THE NUMBER OF ADDICTS WHO GO BACK TO DRUGS AFTER 

THEY HAVE BEEN TREATED HAS DRAMATICALLY DECLINED • 

• 
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ENCOURAGING PROGRESS HAS ALSO BEEN MADE . , 

IN WORKING WITH LOCAL LEADERS ON PROGRAMS OF DRUG EDUCATION 
# -

AND COUNSELl NG. I KNOW THAT THE PEOPLE OF DALLAS 
-~ 

MUST TAKE SPECIAL PRIDE IN THE HIGHLY INNOVATIVE PROGRAM 
_;;C _£I IILMW CO ,. 

THAT HAS BEEN SET UP WITH FEDERAL SEED MONEY ~ND IS NOW RUN 

BY THE DALLAS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT UNDER 

DOCTOR NOLAN ESTES. 
- '-* 

• 
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THIS PROGRAM, BUILT ON THE PHILOSOPHY THAT THE DRUG ....... 

PROBLEM IS ACTUALLY A HUMAN PROBLEM, HAS TURNED 
- h ,.. ,...,, .. f. l .'@ • ;. ' • -

COUNTLESS NUMBERS AWAY FROM DRUG ABUSE AND HAS 
..-• ca u:. l'-J<64ht'ltl4 m; ; ..- .._ V7f"""""' r 

HELPED TO REHABILITATE MANY OTHERS. 
- 4 __ ,.,.,k •. 1''"'"''11" .. ,_.,._ 8! c -

M OfWUii' .... 

• 
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AND WHAT IMPRESSES ME MOST ABOUT THIS EFFORT IS THAT ITS LEADERS 

ARE NOT ONLY CONCERNED ADULTS BUT YOUNG PEOPLE THEMSELVES . . .. ·-
~§~!'JE WHO HAVE A ~1~2J.WJ~ L,!FE\ TO SAVE THEIR 

_,.,.,.~ 

-P!£1' .. 

CLASSMATES AND FAMILIES FROM A HORRIBLE FATEe 
.,.&MJt .!Ml AUA 

• 
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LOOKING OVER THE WIDE RANGE OF DRUG EFFORTS# _...,... _-.,- =-

IT CAN BE SEEN THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST PLAY 

AN ESSENTIAL ROLE IN DEALING WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT PROBLEMS 

THAT ARE NATIONAL IN SCOPE AND IN MOBILIZING THE ENORMOUS 
,$G . ·-··--A$_ $ 44 . •W ; 

POTENTIAL RESOURCES OF STATES AND LOCALITIES • 

• 
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WE ARE PU~SUirtG AN ACTIVE PROGRAM NOW, 

AND BUILDING UPON A WHITE PAPER WE ISSUED A FEW MONTHS AGO; 
-# ,., 

----.• -ato,.....ci!IIW4lAl,_- - , • ..,.... 

WE SHALL STEP UP OUR INTERDICTION EFFORTS. -"""'---

• 
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WE SHALL STEP UP OUR LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS. 

WE SHALL STEP UP OUR EFFORTS AT PREVENTION,,TREATMENT 
~biRWi§t'?,., ~ ... ; !f4LM _ 4 ..,.. 

~=zc:z:a;w 

AN~E~ION. AND WE SHALL STICK WITH IT - .. 
AS LONG AS WE MUSTe 

• 
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BUT LET ME ADD THIS FINAL NOTE: 

IN EVERYTHING~ \WHETHER I!! f~~BATTI~G DRUGS\ 

IN SOLVING THE PROPBLEMS ~ ECO~OMY\ 

OR IN REGAINING ENERGY INDEPENDENCE FOR AMERICA 
pen teacw""w ttcscaw a :sa sa aa 7¢ 

WE CANNOT RELY SOLELY~N WASHIN~ONe 
_) ..... 

• 
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THIS COUNTRY IS GREAT NOT BECAUSE OF WHAT 
~-­.. - -­,.... 

GOVERNMENT HAS DONE FOR PEOPLE, BUT WHAT PEOPLE HAVE DONE ,.... .. .,, .• 

FOR THEMSELVES. 

• 
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ALL OF THE RESOURCES THAT WE IN GOVERNMENT DEVOTE 

TO THE DRUG PROBLEM WILL BE OF UTILE USE UNLESS THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE THEMSELVES RALLY AND FIGHT THIS SCOURGE OF DRUG ABUSE -
WITHIN THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES AND WITHIN THEIR OWN FAMILIES • 

• 
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THE MYSTERIES OF GROWING UP, OF FINDING MEANING 

IN LIFE ARE PERHAPS MORE BAFFLING TODAY THAN THEY WERE 

IN SIMPLER TIMES. 
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AS ADULTS, WE CANNOT PROVI9E ALL OF THE ANSWERS 
-'''-· a .. _wu;u4& 

WE CAN PROVIDE GOOD COUNSEL, WE CAN BUILD GOOD COMMUNITIES 
-.,....,. ... , - _..,..,lflllll s4 _. WAN•• " a -• ...- .. an•= •== =-

IN WHICH T~ LIVE, /AND WE .C~N_ SHOW ,TH~~GH OUR OWN EXAMPI£/ 

THAT LIFE IN THESE UNITED STATES IS STILL VERY MEANINGFUL 

AND SATISFYING. 

• 
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AMERICANS HAVE ALWAYS STOOD STRONG AND TALL 

AGAINST ALL ENEMIES. DRUG ABUSE IS AN ENEMY WE CAN~ 

WE MUST~ AND WE WILL OVERCOME. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCHe 

END OF TEXT 

• 


