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l'n PUSIDENT HAS SID' . ._.... 

PRES-IOENT._S-REMARKS- ON EASTERN EUROPE 

MI-LWAUKEE~-- WJSCONS IN 

APRIL 2, 1976-

LET ME BEGIN BY EXPRESSING MY APPRECIATION 

FOR YOUR PRESENCE HERE TODAY. 

Digitized from Box 27 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



I AM REMINDED OF A MEETING WE HAD IN THE 

CABINET ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE LAST JULY 25e ..... -
SOME 30 LEADERS OF THE EASTERN EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 

IN THE UNITED STATES ATTENDED. 

I UNDERSTAND THAT IT WAS THE FIRST TIME THAT A PRESIDENT 

OF THE UNITED STATES MET WITH LEADERS REPRESENTING 

--
THE INTERESTS OF SO MANY AMERICANS CONCERNED ABOUT 

EASTERN EURO PEe 



IN OUR BICENTENNIAL CElEBRATION IT IS 

APPROPRIATE TO RECOGNIZE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF OUR 

CITIZENS OF EASTERN EUROPEAN ORIGIN. 

BEFORE DEPARTING FOR THE EUROPEAN SECURITY 

CONFEREr:iCE IN HELSINKI LAST JULY., I STATED ~ POLICY ON 

EASTERN EUROPE. 

-.. 
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IT IS A STATEMENT I AM PROUD OF -- AND I REAFFIRM IT TODAY: 

"IT IS THE ~OLI£Y OF THE UNITED STATES.; AND IT HAS BEEN MY POLICY 

EVER SINCE I ENTERED PUBLIC LIFE/ TO SUPPORT THE ASPIRATIONS 

FOR FREEDOM AND NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE OF THE PEOPLES 

OF EASTERN EUROPE -\WITH WHOM WE HAVE ClOSE TIES 

OF CUlTURE AND BlOOD --\BY EVERY PROPER AND PEACEFUl MEANSe" 

I STATED MY HOPE AND EXPECTATION THAT MY 

VISITS TO POLAND~ ROMANIA AND YUGOSLAVIA WOULD AGAIN 

DEMONSTRATE OUR FRIENDSHIP AND INTEREST IN THE WELFARE - -
AND PROGRESS OF THE FINE PEOPLE OF EASTERN 'EUROPE. 
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THIS REMAINS MY POLICY -- REGARDLESS OF WHAT 

ANY WASHINGTON 11EXPEflTS11 OR ANTI-WASHINGTON "EXPERTS" 

MAY SAY OR WRITE. 

,,,~ 

ON JULY 29 IN THE MARKET SQUARE OF KRAKOWa 4 d , 

POLAND~ 1 TOLD THOUSANDS ASSEMBLED THERE/THAT I WAS 

STAND lNG ONLY A VERY FEW FEET FROM THE PLAQUE MARKING 

(ICO~-CttEWS-KO) 
WHERE GENERAL KOSCIUSZKO STOOD AND TOOK HIS FAMOUS OATH 

• 

TO FIGHT TO REGAIN THE INDEPENDENCE OF POLAND AND THE FREEDOM 
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I SAID I WAS VERY PROUD TO BE IN A PLACE 

SO RICH IN POLISH HISTORY AND SO CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH 

THE POLISH HERO IN OUR STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE. 

-11-

DURING MY VISIT TO BELGRADE, I SAID THAT 

AMERICANS PARTICULARLY ADMIRED YUGOSLAVIA'S INDEPENDENT 

SPIRITe 
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I SAID: "WHENEVER INDEPENDENCE IS THREATENED, 

PEOPLE EVERYWHERE LOOK TO THE EXAMPLE OF THE STRUGGLE 

OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THEIR HISTORY. 

THEY TAKE STRENGTH AND THEY TAKE INSPIRATION 

FROM THAT EXAMPLE. 

AMERICA'S INTERESTS IN YUGOSLAVIA'S CONTINUED INDEPENDENCE,\ 

I NTEGR IT~D WELL- BEl NG~ EX PRES SED OFTEN IN THE PAST, 

REMAINS UNDIMINISHED.'' -



-14-

IN THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE WHICH PRESIDENT CEAUSESCU 

AND I SIGNED IN ROMANIA WE EMPHASIZED OUR SUPPORT FOR A JUST 

AND EQUITABLE INTERNATIONAl ORDER rH ICH RESPECTS THE RIGHT 

OF EACH COUNTRY, I REGARDLESS OF SIZE OR POliTICAl, ECONOMIC 

OR SOCIAl SYSTEM, iTO CHOOSE ITS OWN DESTINY fR~ 

FROM THE USE OR THREAT OF FORCE. 
-- - a 
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WHEN I RETURNED FROM EUROPE# I TOLD THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE THAT I WAS ABLE TO DELIVER IN PERSON A MESSAGE 

OF ENORMOUS SIGNIFICANCE TO ALL EUROPEANS. MY MESSAGE 

WAS -- AMERICA STILL CARES. THE TORCH IN THE STATUE OF 

LIBERTY STILL BURNS BRIGHT. 
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WE STill STAND FOR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE IN 1976 

AS WE DID IN 1776• 
=:..-
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I HAVE RECALLED THESE EVENTS BECAUSE THEY 

UNDERLINE THE FACT THAT MY POLICY YMERICA'S POLICY\ 

TOWARD EASTERN EUROPE IS FULLY,\LEARLY,~ND FORMALLY 

DOCUMENTED. IT IS A CREATIVE AND COOPERATIVE POLICY 

TOWARD THE NAT IONS OF EASTERN EU ROPEe 
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IT IS A POLICY THAT EMBRACES OUR MOST IMPORTANT IDEALS 

AS A NATION. IT IS A POLICY I HAVE REPEATED IN MESSAGES 

~ -
TO AMERICANS o; ESTONIAN~ITHUANIAN \ND UKRAINIAN ANCESTRY. 

SO THERE IS NO SECRET WASHINGTON POLICY, NO DOUBLE STANDARD. • ===-
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THE RECORD IS POSITIVE\oN;_ISTE~~ESPONSIV'=.!O 

YOUR CONCERNS -- AND IND IS PUT ABLE. 

THE UNITED STATES STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE ASPIRATIONS 

FOR FREEDOM AND NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE OF PEOPLES EVERYWHERE 

INCLUD lNG THE PEOPLES OF EASTERN EUROPE. 



-~-

I HAVE FOLLOWED THIS POLICY IN MY VIS ITS TO EASTERN 

EUROPE AND IN MY MEETINGS WITH EASTERN EUROPEAN LEADERS 
" 

HEREe 

OUR POLICY IN NO SENSE~ACCEPTS ~0v1_;r 
"DOMINION" OF EASTERN EUROPE OR ANY KIND OF ORGANIC 

NOR IS IT IN ANY WAY DESIGNED TO PERMIT THE CONSOLIDATION 

FOR SUCH "DOMIN ION_.. ON THE CONTRARY~ THE UN I TED 

STATES ~S TO BE RESPONSIVE TO/ AND TO ENCOURAGE AS 

RES PONS I B L Y AS POS S I B L£ lTHE DES I RES OF EAST EUROPEANS 

FOR GREATER AUTONOMY~ INDEPENDENCE AND MORE NORMAL - -



THIS IS A POLICY I WILL CONTINUE TO PURSUE 

WITH PATIENT PERSISTENCE \A PO~Y FROM WHICH THE 

UNITED STATES WILL NOT WAIVERe 

THANK YOU VERY MUCHe 

I WILL BE HAPPY TO TAKE YOUR QUEST IONSe 

END OF TEXT 




