
The original documents are located in Box 27, “4/1/76 - Talking Points for Swearing-in of 
the President's Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board” of the President’s Speeches and 

Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



THE PUSI:gENT HAS SEI":..a. --

TALKING PO.NTS FOR SWEAR.NG~-N-GFJTH£- -PRESIDENT'S 

FOREIGN INTELIJGENCE ADVISORY BOARD 

THURSDAY~ APRIL 1~ 1976 
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I WELCOME THE NEW MEMBERS OF MY FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE 

ADVISORY BOARD AND ALL OF YOUe THE MEMBERS ARE JOINING 

A DISTINGUISHED INSTITUTION ESTABLISHED BY PRESIDENT EISENHOWER 

TWENTY YEARS AGOe IT HAS SERVED EVERY PRESIDENT SINCE THAT 

TIME BY PROV ID lNG ADVICE ESSENTIAL TO THE NATION'S SECUR ITYe 
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I RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THE FIRST MAJOR CHANGE IN 

OUR FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY SINCE THE END OF 

WORLD WAR lie MY ACTIONS WERE DESIGNED TO STRENGTHEN OUR 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES TO BE CERTAIN THAT AMERICA 

HAS THE INFORMATION IT REQUIRES. 
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I ALSO ANNOUNCED SPECIFIC REFORMS TO ENSURE THAT THE 

INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS ARE FULLY 

PROTECTED. 
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MY DECISION TO ENLARGE THIS ADVISORY BOARD 

DEMONSTRATES OUR DETERMINATION TO ACHIEVE THE BEST POSSIBLE 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

-5-

THIS PANEL OF DISTINGUISHED CITIZENS ACTS AS A BRIDGE 

BETWEEN A BASIC STRENGTH OF AMERICAITHE GENIUS AND . 

INNOVATION FOUND IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR, /AND THE GOVERNMENT'S 

RESPONSIBILITY TO MAINTAIN EFFECTIVE FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
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SUCH CAPACITIES ARE VITAL TO OUR NATIONAL SECURITY AND 

FOREIGN POLICY. THE STRENGTH OF AMERICA HAS NEVER BEEN 

FOUND IN GOVERNMENT ALONE. IT IS IN THE SUPPORT 

AMERICAN CITIZENS LEND TO THEIR GOVERNMENT. 

-7-

I LOOK TO ALL OF You, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF 

CHAIRMAN LEO CHERNE~ TO PROVIDE ME WITH CANDID ADVICE 

ON THE QUALITY OF OUR FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE EFFORTS. 



-8-

YOUR DIVERSE BACKGROUND AND INDIVIDUAL RECORDS OF 

ACHIEVEMENT WILL MAKE THIS BOARD EXCEPTIONAL ASSETS IN 

EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN OUR INTELLIGENCE CAPABILITY. 
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1 AM CONFIDENT THAT YOU WILL SERVE AMERICA WELL. 

I WILL MEET WITH THE BOARD IMMEDIATELY AFTER 

JUSTICE POWELL ADMINISTERS THE OATHe 

END OF TEXT 




