The original documents are located in Box 23, “2/17/76 - Remarks in Support of
International Intelligence Activities” of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading
Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 23 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEE. s

STATEMENT ON INTELLIGENCE

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1976
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FOR OVER A YEAR, THE NATION HAS ENGAGED IN

EXHAUSTIVE INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE ACTIVITY OF THE C-1-A

AND OTHER INTELLIGENCE UNITS OF OUR GOVERNMENTe

FACTS,\HEARSAY,\AND CLOSELY-HELD SECRETS --

ALL HAVE BEEN SPREAD OUT ON THE PUBLIC RECORDe

SEE——
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WE HAVE LEARNED MANY LESSONS FROM THIS

c——

’

EXPERIENCE,/BUT WE MUST NOT BECOME OBSESSED WITH THE
‘ S——

DEEDS OF THE PASTe WE MUST ACT FOR THE FUTUREe

S ——
-

TONIGHT I AM ANNOUNCING PLANS FOR THE FIRST MAJOR

REORGANIZATION OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY SINCE 1947:
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-- FIRST, | AM ESTABLISHING BY EXECUTIVE ORDER

A NEW COMMAND STRUCTURE FOR FOREIGN INTELLIGENCEe

HENCEFORTH, OVERALL POLICY DIRECTIONS FOR INTELLIGENCE

WILL REST IN ONLY ONE PLACE: THE NATIONAL SECURITY

COUNCIL,/CONSISTING OF THE PRESIDENT, THE VICE PRESIDENT,
) S —— — —

THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND SECRETARY OF DEFENSEe

T —
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MANAGEMENT OF INTELLIGENCE WILL BE CONDUCTED BY A SINGLE

NEW COMMITTEEe THAT COMMITTEE WILL BE CHAIRED BY

THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE, GEORGE BUSHe
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TO MONITOR THE PERFORMANCE OF OUR INTELLIGENCE

OPERATIONS, | AM CREATING A NEW INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT BOARD

——

TO BE MADE UP OF PRIVATE CITIZENSe FORMER AMBASSADOR
ROBERT D, MURPHY WILL CHAIR THE BOARD/AND TWO OTHER

DISTINGUISHED CITIZENS -- STEPHEN AILES AND LEO CHERNE --

WILL SERVE AS MEMBERSe
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ALL THREE OF THESE UNITS -- THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCI L\

THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE\AND THE OVERSIGHT

R

BOARD -- WILL BE RESPONSIBLE TO ME,/SO THAT THE PRESIDENT

WILL CONTINUE TO BE ULTIMATELY ACCOUNTABLE FOR OUR

INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIESe
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-- SECOND,\ TO IMPROVE THE PERFORMANCE OF THE

INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES AND TO RESTORE PUBLIC CONFIDENCE

K

Am——

IN THEM,/I AM ISSUING A COMPREHENSIVE SET OF PUBLIC

GUIDELINES WHICH WILL SERVE AS LEGALLY-BINDING CHARTERS

ﬁ

FOR OUR INTELLIGENCE AGENCIESe THE CHARTERS WILL PROVIDE

STRINGENT PROTECTIONS FOR THE RIGHTS OF AMERICAN CITIZENSe

—— ———
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| WILL SOON MEET WITH CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS TO MAP OUT

LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE JUDICIAL SAFEGUARDS AGAINST

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE AND MAIL OPENINGSe

| WILL ALSO SUPPORT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PROHIBIT

ATTEMPTS ON THE LIVES OF FOREIGN LEADERSe
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-- THIRD\TOMORROW | WILL SEND TO THE CONGRESS

SPECIAL LEGISLATION TO SAFEGUARD CRITICAL INTELLIGENCE SECRETSe

THIS LEGISLATION WOULD MAKE IT A CRIME FOR A GOVERNMENT

S ———

EMPLOYEEJWHO HAS ACCESS TO CERTAIN HIGHLY CLASSIFIED

Lo Y

INFORMATIONJTO REVEAL THAT INFORMATION IMPROPERLY e
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IN-TARTNS—eSenertomo , | HAVE BEEN GUIDED BY

TWO IMPERATIVESe

AS AMERICANS, WE MUST NOT AND WILL NOT TOLERATE

SEEESERERTEES $ U090 GaESSsSsssssway

ACTIONS BY OUR GOVERNMENT WHICH ABRIDGE THE RIGHTS OF

OUR CITIZENSe
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AT THE SAME TIME, WE MUST MAINTAIN A STRONG AND

EFFECTIVE INTELLIGENCE CAPABILITY IN THE UNITED STATESe

SRE——

| WILL NOT BE A PARTY TO THE DISMANTLING OF THE C-1-A

AND THE OTHER INTELLIGENCE AGENCIESe
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T0 BE EFFECTIVE, OUR FOREIGN POLICY MUST BE BASED

SN r

UPON A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTe

e —— e

TO OPERATE WITHOUT ADEQUATE AND TIMELY INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION

# ﬂﬁ
C

WILL CRIPPLE OUR SECURITY IN A WORLD THAT IS STILL HOSTILE

TO OUR FREEDOMS ¢
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NOR CAN WE CONFINE OUR INTELLIGENCE TO THE QUESTION

OF WHETHER THERE WILL BE AN IMMINENT MILITARY ATTACKe

TS ——
r

WE ALSO NEED INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORLD'S ECONOMY/
ABOUT POLITICAL AND SOCIAL TRENDS,/ABOUT FOOD SUPPLY AND

POPULATION GROWTH, /AND CERTAINLY ABOUT TERRORISMe

SIS
P
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TO PROTECT OUR SECURITY DIPLOMATICALLY, MILITARILY\

Ty} eE———

AND ECONOMICALLY,JWE MUST HAVE A COMPREHENS IVE
R

INTELLIGENCE CAPABILITYe
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THE UNITED STATES IS A PEACE-LOVING NATION,

AND OUR FOREIGN POLICY IS DESIGNED TO LESSEN THE THREAT

AE———

aTETEE———

OF WAR AND OF AGGRESSIONe IN RECENT YEARS,

WE HAVE MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARD THAT GOAL --

IN THE MIDDLE EAST, IN EUROPE, IN ASIA AND ELSEWHERE

pommes== = = o

AROUND THE WORLDe
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YET WE ALSO RECOGNIZE THAT THE BEST WAY TO SECURE THE PEACE

EEmE——

IS TO BE FULLY PREPARED TO DEFEND OUR INTERESTSe

GEEm———

| BELIEVE IN PEACE THROUGH STRENGTHe
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A CENTRAL PILLAR OF OUR STRENGTH IS, OF COURSE,

OUR ARMED FORCESe BUT ANOTHER GREAT PILLAR MUST BE

OUR INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY -- THE DEDICATED MEN AND WOMEN

ey

WHO GATHER VITAL INFORMATION AROUND THE WORLD AND CARRY

——— p——

OUT MISSIONS THAT ADVANCE OUR INTERESTS IN THE WORLDe
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THE OVERRIDING TASK NOW/IS TO REBUILD THE CONFIDENCE

aneme——'
s ———

AND CAPABILITY OF OUR INTELLIGENCE SERVICES/SO THAT WE CAN LIVE

SRR
]

SECURELY IN PEACE AND FREEDOMe THET=S==R0% e

AND NOW, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, LET ME ANSWER

YOUR QUESTIONSe

END OF TEXT



STATEMENT ON INTELLIGENCE

For over a year, the Nation has engaged in exhaustive
investigations into the activity of the CIA and other intelli-
gence units of our government. Facts, hearsay, and closely-
held secrets -- all have been spread out on the public
record.

We have learned many lessons from this experience, but
we must not become obsessed with the deeds of the past.

We must act for the future. Tonight I am announcing plans
for the first major reorganization of the Intelligence
Community since 1947:

-- First, I am establishing by Executive Order a new
command structure for foreign intelligence. Henceforth,
overall policy directions for intelligence will rest in only
one place: the National Security Council, consisting of the
President, the Vice President, the Secretary of State and
Secretary of Defense. Management of intelligence will be
conducted by a single new committee. That committee will be
chaired by the Director of Central Intelligence, George Bush.
And to monitor the performance of our intelligence operations,
I am creating a new independent Oversight Board to be made
up of private citizens. Former Ambassador Robert D. Murphy
will chair the Board and two other distinguished citizens --

Stephen Ailes and Leo Cherne -- will serve as members. - All
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three of these units -- the National Security Council, the
Committee on Foreign Intelligence and the Oversight Board --
will be responsible to me, so that the President will con-
tinue to be ultimately accountable for our intelligence
activities.

-—- Second, to improve the performance of the intelligence
agencies and to restore public confidence in them, I am
issuing a comprehensive set of public guidelines which will
serve as legally-binding charters for our intelligence
agencies. The charters will provide stringent protections
for the rights of American citizens. I will soon meet with
Congressional leaders to map out legislation to provide
judicial safeguards against electronic surveillance and
mail openings. I will also support legislation that would
prohibit attempts on the lives of foreign leaders.

-- Third, I will tomorrow send to the Congress special
legislation to safeguard critical intelligence secrets.

This legislation would make it a crime for a government
employee who has access to certain highly classified informa-
tion to reveal that information improperly.

In—takinrg—these—actions, I have been guided by two
imperatives.

As Americans, we must not and will not tolerate actions by

our government which abridge the rights of our citizens.
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At the same time, we must maintain a strong and effective
intelligence capability in the United States. I will not
be a party to the dismantling of the CIA and the other
intelligence agencies.

To be effective, our foreign policy must be based upon
a clear understanding of the international environment. To
operate without adequate and timely intelligence information
will cripple our security in a world that is still hostile to
our freedoms.

Nor can we confine our intelligence to the question of
whether there will be an imminent military attack. We also
need information about the world's economy, about political
and social trends, about food supply and population growth,
and certainly about terrorism. To protect our security
diplomatically, militarily and economically, we must have
a comprehensive intelligence capability.

The United States is a peace-loving nation, and our foreign
policy is designed to lessen the threat of war and of aggres-
sion. In recent years, we have made substantial progress
toward that goal -- in the Middle East, in Europe, in Asia
and elsewhere around the world. Yet we also recognize that
the best way to secure the peace is to be fully prepared to

defend our interests. I believe in peace through strength.
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A central pillar of our strength is, of course, our
armed forces. But another great pillar must be our
Intelligence Community -- the dedicated men and women
who gather vital information around the world and carry
out missions that advance our interests in the world.
The overriding task now is to rebuild the confidence

and capability of our intelligence services so that we can

live securely in peace and freedom. Thea+t—is-my goal tonight.

Ladies and gentlemen, I will be pleased now to answer

your questions.





