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TO P.IES IDE!JT HAS SEU •••• 

PRAYER BREAKFAST FOR ATHLETES 

FEBRUARY 15, 1976 

• 

Digitized from Box 23 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



-I-

IT IS AN HONOR AND A SPECIAL PRIVILEGE FOR ME 

TO WELCOME TO THE WHITE HOUSE SOME OF THE MOST OUTSTAND lNG 

• 



-2-

PRESIDENT KENNEDY ONCE HELD A STATE DINNER 

FOR NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS AND SAID THERE HAD NEVER 

BEEN SUCH AN EXTRAORDINARY COLLECTION OF TALENT AND 

HUMAN KNOWLEDGE AT THE WHITE HOUSE BFFORE,;WITH THE 

POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF WHEN THOMAS JEFFERSON DINED ALONE • 

• 
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1 BELIEVE IT IS SAFE TO SA1THAT NO MORE 

OUTSTANDING REPRESENTATION OF ATHLETIC PROWESS HAS 

EVER BEEN SEEN HERE BEFORE TODAYe liift; ...;- J_fl1-l-~ 
~~~~~\ 

YOUR ATHLETIC A BILl TIES, HOWEVER, EVEN THOUGH 

FAR EXCELLING THOSE OF THE AVERAGE PERSON}R THE AVERAGE 

ATHI£.TE, /ARE NOT ALL THAT MAKE YOU SPECIAL. 

• 
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YOU ARE ALSO SPECIAL BECAUSE OF YOUR LOVE 

OF GOD AND YOUR FAITH IN HIM -- A LOVE AND A FAITH -- --
I SHARE. 

THE APOSTLE PAUL, WRITING TO THE CORINTHIANS, ----
SAID 11THEY WHICH RUN IN A RACE RUN ALL, BUT ONE 

-==-----
RECEIVETH THE PRIZE•• 

• 



-5-

EVERYONE l N TH l S ROOM HAS RUN THE RACE. 

YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE PRIZE THAT COMES WITH EXCELLENCE. 

YOU HAVE TASTED WHAT JIM Me KAY CALLS 11THE THRILL OF VICTORY, 

AND THE AGONY OF DEFEAT.'' 

• 

• 
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AND YET, YOU KNOW THAT BECAUSE OF YOUR FAITH, 

YOU CAN NEVER REALLY BE DEFEATED. THERE WILL BE 

SETBACKS. ---- THERE WILL BE RACES OR MATCHES OR GAMES ---- -------
YOU WILL NOT WINe BUT YOU WILL NEVER BE DEFEATED 

-
BECAUSE THE PRESENCE OF GOD IS TOO STRONG IN YOUR LIVES. -- - -

• 
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IF ~IS ON Y~DE, AND H~~F ~OU 
ARE~ HIS,jNO MAN OR WOMAN CAN EVER DEFEAT YOUe 

AS THE BIBLE SAYS# ''IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO CAN BE 

-
AGAINST US?" 

• 
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AS PRES I DENT~ AND AS ONE WHO HAS BEEN IN 

PUBLIC LIFE FOR 27 YEARS~ I HAVE HAD MY SHARE OF 

POLITICAL VICTORIES. AS A REPUBLICAN IN A DEMOCRATIC-

DOMINATED CONGRESS FOR MOST OF THAT TIME, /1 H~VE KNOWN 

MY~RE OF DEFEATS ALONG THE WAY, AS WELle -- ---

• 
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BUT WHENEVER I AM DISCOURAGED OR DISAPPOINTED 

BY THE COURSE OF EVENTS, I KNOW THAT THERE IS A PLACE 

.,-
1 CAN GO FOR SOLACE AND FOR STRENGTH • 

• 
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THAT KNOWLEDGE IS A SOURCE OF GREAT COMFORT 

AND CONSOLATION TO MEe 

IT HAS SUSTAINED ME IN THE HOUR OF TRIAL, AND 

CHASTENED ME IN THE HOUR OF TRIUMPH AND PRIDEe ---

• 



-II-

I SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT AMERICA IS THE GREAT NATION 

( t 
IT IS TODAY BECAUSE WE HAVE}~ FROM THE FIRSTl

1 
DECLARED 

OUR DEPENDENCE ON GOD AND PLACED OUR TRUST IN HIMe 

11 IN GOD WE TRUST'' IS MORE THAN OUR NATIONAL 

MOTTO -- IT IS THE TESTAMENT WE HAVE FOLLOWED FROM OUR --------
EARLIEST DAYSe 

• 



-12-

THE SPIRIT OF COMPETITION,\ SO STRONG IN AMERICA 

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY,\ HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH 
\ 

OF OUR MATERIAL PROGRESS,fUST AS IT HAS BEEN PARTIALLY 

RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN THE 

Fl ELD OF S PORTSe 

• 
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BUT TH~ IS A HIGHER SPIRIT, A NOBLER SPIRIT/ 

WHICH PERVADES OUR NATIONAL LIFE AND MAKES THE 

QUALITY OF OUR LIVES SO MUCH MORE IMPORTANT TO USfHAN 

THE QUANTITY OF OUR POSSESS IONS OR INDIVIDUAL HONORS • 

• 



-14-

THAT SPIRIT, THAT INFINITE SPIRIT OF HOP¥ND 

\ 
COMPASS I Of\ AND LOVE, HAS LIVED THROUGH THE AGES. 

WE A~ORTUNA~HAT IT HAS DWELT SO LONGfND B~SED 
SO RICHLfHIS LAND AND ITS PEOPLE • 

• 
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0UR CONSTANT PRAYER MUST B+HAT THIS SPIRIT 

WILL FIND ITS WAY INTO OUR OWN INDIVIDUAL HEARTS\OUR 

( 
MINDS,) OUR LIVES. 

THE DISCIPLINE OF ATHLETICS TEACHES US TO DENY 

OURSELVES THOSE THINGS WHICH MIGHT HAMPER OUR ---
PERFORMANCE ON THE FIELD OF CHALLENGE • 

• 
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BUT THAT DISCIPLINE TELLS US THAT THE REWARDS 

OF OUR SUCCESS WILL FAR OUTWEIGH THE RESTRICTIONS 

OF OUR TRAINING. 

SO IT IS WITH THE RELlGIClJS LIFE, FOR WHICH 

THE ULTIMATE REWARD IS NOTHING LESS THAN A PLACE 

IN THE KINGDOM OF GODe 

• 



-17-

EACH OF YOU IN THIS ROOM SHARES THAT ULTIMATE GOAL 

WITH MEe EACH OF YOU -~ FAMOUS AND WEALTHY AND HAPPY 
~ ~ 

AS YOU MAY BE\ KNOWS THAT THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD ARE 

FLEETING, THAT 11 IMMORTALITY11 IS NOT SOMETHING A 
-------=.::; 

SPORTSWRITER CAN BESTOW UPON YOU, THAT ALL EARTHLY 

THINGS SHALL PASS AWAY • 

• 
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FOR THIS REASON, YOU HAVE MADE A COMMITMENT 

THAT WILL LAST BEYOND THIS MORTAL LIFE INTO THE TRUE REALM 

OF IMMORTALITY • ---
YOU HAVE MADE THE GREAT DECISION TO LIVE YOUR 

..J -=---
LIVES IN SUCH A WA~THAT YOU WOULD REJOICE IN THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE YOUR GOD THROUGH ETERNITY • 

• 
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YOU ARE PREPARED TO LAY ALL YOUR TROPHIES --
AT HIS FEETe 

THIS IS A WORTHY AND WONDERFUL GOAL FOR 

ALL OF OUR LIVES • 

• 
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LET US STRIVE ALWAYS TO ACHIEVE IT, SO THAT 

WE MAY SAY WITH PAUL, AT THE END OF OUR LIVES, 

''I HAVE FOUGHT A GOOD FIGHT, I HAVE FINISHED MY COURSE, 

I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH.' 1 

END OF TEXT 

• 




