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'ILHE PRESIDERT HAS SEEX. ...

TAPING:

NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE

DECEMBER 22, 1975



THE YEARS THAT ARE SPECIAL IN THE LIVES OF NATIONS
£
AND INDIVIDUALS ARE THOSE IN WHICH IMAGINATION PRODUCES

ACTION, ACTION THAT OFFERS HOPE, OPPORTUNITY,

A FRESH START, AND A VEHICLE FOR OUR OPTIMISM.
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ONE OF OUR GREAT NATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS IS

OPTIMISM, | CAN'T EVER REMEMBER FACING A NEW YEAR WITH

ANYTHING LESS THAN ANTICIPATION AND A FEW OF THOSE

A

NEW YEARS WERE DIFFICULT ONES.
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SOME OF US CAN REMEMBER NEW YEARS IN THE GREAT

DEPRESSION WHEN THE ROAD TO PROSPERITY SEEMED CLOSED.

WE CAN REMEMBER OTHER NEW YEARS SPENT IN THE MIDST OF A

WORLD WAR THAT THREATENED OUR VERY SURVIVAL,
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BUT | CAN ALSO REMEMBER NEW YEARS IN THE LATE 1940s
AND THROUGHOUT THE 1950s WHEN THE FUTURE SIZZLED WITH PROMISE
AND WE LED THE WORLD BACK TO STABILITY AND GREATER
ACHIEVEMENT THAN IT HAD EVER KNOWN BEFORE. THE ROAD TO
PROSPERITY WAS NOT CLOSED -- WE HAD JUST BEEN ON A DETOUR.
OUR RESOLVE, OUR DETERMINATION AND OUR ABILITY HAD BEEN

TESTED -- AND WE WERE NOT FOUND WANTING.
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(
THE NEW YEAR WE ARE NOW ENTERING EMBODIES THE

200th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THIS GREAT REPUBLIC.

WE LOOK BACK WITH PRIDE, BUT ALL OF OUR NATIONAL EXPERIENCE

SHOULD PROVE TO US THAT WE MUST ALSO LOOK FORWARD WITH

{
EAGERNESS TO THE UNFOLDING YEARS AHEAD,
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WE ARE AMERICANS! WE MOVE INTO THE FUTURE WITH
THE STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCE OF 200 YEARS OF A PROUD HERITAGE.
LIBERTY IS THE MOST PRECIOUS POSSESSION OF OUR PAST AND IT
IS STILL OUR GREATEST PROMISE FOR THE FUTURE. THE FREEDOMS

WE HAVE TODAY MUST BE PRESERVED AND EXTENDED,
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{
I ASK YOU TO JOIN ME IN A 1976 NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION

TO CHERISH AND PROTECT WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED IN AMERICA --

AND, WITH GOD'S HELP, TO BUILD UPON IT IN THE YEARS AHEAD,

A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EACH OF YOU.

END OF TEXT






