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- I -

I AM GREATLY HONORED TO JOIN IN THIS TRIBUTE 

TO THE MAN WHO WILL RECEIVE YOUR FIRST 11 SERVICE TO HUMANITY11 

AWARD. 



- 2 -

I P R I Z E H I M AS A F R I END. I KNOW HIM AS A 

HUMANITARIAN. AND I ADMIRE HIM FOR A COMPASSION SO 

CONSUMING THAT HE HAS TRANSLATED IT INTO A COMMITMENT 

OVER THE PAST 20 YEARS TO THE CHILDREN THIS GREAT FOUNDATION 

EXISTS TO SERVE. 



- 3 -

IT IS THE SPIRIT OF MEN LIKE I.W. ABEL, AND THE 

MILLIONS OF VOLUNTEERS THROUGHOUT YOUR 2,300 CHAPTERS, 

THAT HAS MADE THE MARCH OF DIMES A SUCCESS. 



- 4 -

IF EACH OF YOU HERE TONIGHT -- AND ACROSS 

AMERICA-- JOIN IN THE COMING CAMPAIGN WITH THE SAME 

COMMITMENT AND COMPASS ION OF THE MAN WE HONOR HERE 

TONIGHT, THIS WILL BE THE MOST SUCCESSFUL EFFORT YET. 

CONGRATULATIONS, 11ABE'; ON AN AWARD WELL 

DESERVED. 

END OF TEXT 




