The original documents are located in Box 10, folder “6/3/75 - Talking Points: Ceremony at
Oratorio de San Pietro” of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 10 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

e
TR B S N,
AN Sty o P

P . [
EAN m

e LTI o e A .
YA rli NTTTe S L Fof
fa e AT g - *

N /
;

TALKI{G POTHTS CEREFOW AT ORATORIO DE S! PIETRO
(RELO MEPARTURE)

TUESDAY, JUIE 3, 1975

- _____________________________________________________________
-1-
I A PLEASED TO BE HERE AT THE ORATORIO, SPONSORED BY THE
AVERICA KHIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AXD TO COMFEND THIS FINE INSTITUTION FOR ITS

SERVICE TODAY ARD THROUGHOUT THE FIFTY YEARS OF ITS HISTORY AS A LIHK

BETWEEN AFERICA AD ITALY.



-2~

I COMMEND THE ORATORIO FOR SPREADING AMERICAN IDEALS OF

SPORTSMANSHIP, ~ PARENT PARTICIPATION, AND COMMUNITY SPIRIT,

ON MY FIRST VISIT TO ITALY AS PRESIDENT, 1 AM PROUD TO GREET THE

PERSONNEL OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AND THE MAHY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

AFERICAN COMMUNITY I ROFE.

-3
EVERY AMERICAN CAN BE AN AYBASSADOR OF GOODWILL IN BROADENING THE EXCELLENT
RELATIONS WE HAVE TRADITIONALLY ENJOYED WITH ITALY, JUST AS AMBASSADOR VOLPE
PERFORMS HIS DAILY DUTIES.

I THANK THE AMBASSADOR AND ALL THE EMBASSY STAFF FOR THEIR HARD WORK

ON THIS BRIEF BUT IMPORTANT VISIT -- WHICH I HOPE WILL PROVE A MILESTORE

IN AVERTCAH-TTALIAN RELATIONS.,




iy
I AM PARTICULARLY PROUD OF AMERICAN-SPONSORED INSTITUTIONS IN ITALY
AND THEIR STUDENTS, BOTH AMERICAN AWD ITALIAN, BOTH SECULAR A'D RELIGIOUS.
AMONG THE STUDENTS HERE TODAY ARE SOME FROM GRAID VALLEY STATE

COLLEGE, FOUNDED REAR MY HOME TOWN, GRARD RAPIDS, MICHIGAN.

-5

THEY ARE ATTENDING THE AERICAN UNIVERSITY IN ROVE UNDER AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM.

(BILL SEIDMAN IS CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF GRAUD VALIFY STATES COLLEGE.)

I A NATURALLY DELIGHTED TO FIMND THAT MICHIGAY'S IHSTITUTIONS HAVE THEIR OWN

EXCHANGE PROGRAM IN ROFE.,




-6-
[ AN GLAD TO GREET THE STUDENTS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE,
A GRADUATE INSTITUTION FOR AMERICAN CATHOLIC CLERGY STUDYING FOR THE
PRIESTHOOD.
ALS0, T GREET THE DELEGATION REPRESENTING THE MAWY AMERICAN STUDENTS
STUDYING  MEDICINE AND THE MANY OTHER STUDENTS AD FINE IHSITUTIGHS IN THIS

COUNTRY WHICH IS A HISTORIC CENTER OF LEARNING,

_

-7-
I THA'K YOU ALL FOR COMING TODAY. AD GIVING ENCOURAGEMENT
TO THE EFFORTS OF OUR TWO GOVERWMENTS TO WORK TOWARDS PEACE AND A BETTER

WORLD FOR ALL HUMANITY,






