
The original documents are located in Box 9, folder “5/16/75 - Talking Points: National 
Republican Heritage Group Council” of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading 

Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

ED DER WINSKI - CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL 
REPUBLICAN HERITAGE GROUPS 

(NATIONALITIES) COUNCIL 

MAYOR PERK 

MRS. CHENNAULT 

JAY NIEMCZYK 

Digitized from Box 9 of President's Speeches and Statements: 
Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



(;/ 
TALKING POINTS FOR uslHE PRESIDENT HAS SE:;ii·":'o. 

BEFORE THE NATIONAL REPUBLICAN H£-RJTAG£ 

GROUPS COUNCIL, MAY 16, 1975 

- I -

I. I AM DELIGHTED TO WELCOME THE NATIONAL 

REPUBLICAN HERITAGE GROUPS COUNCIL WHICH REPRESENTS AN 

IMPORTANT PART OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

,_ 
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2. OUR PARTY SEEKS UNITY IN DIVERSITY. YOU ARE 

HEIRS OF THE RICH DIVERSITY BROUGHT TO AMERICA FROM MANY 

NATIONS. ALL AMERICANS ARE THE DESCENDENTS OF FORMER 

IMMIGRANTS# BUT THE HERITAGE GROUPS COUNCIL INCLUDES THOSE 

V\A-10 MAINTAINED THEIR ETHNIC AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS. 
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3. I KNOW THE STRENGTH AND CHARACTER OF HERITAGE 

GROUPS. DESCENDENTS OF IMMIGRANTS FROM HOLLAND HAVE 

CONTRIBUTED GREATLY-- AND STILL DO-- TO THE FIFTH DISTRICT OF 

MICHIGAN WHICH I REPRESENTED IN THE CONGRESS FOR TWENTY-

FIVE YEARS. 



' 
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IN FACT# THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF OTHER ETHNIC AMERICANS ACROSS 

THIS NATION HAVE SHAPED THE NATION FOR THE BEITER. 
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4. I URGE YOU TO HELP RESETTLE THE VIETNAM REFUGEES. 

MANY OF YOU KNOW THE PROBLEMS THESE REFUGEES FACE BECAUSE OF 

PERSONAL AND FAMILY EXPERIENCE. FOR VIETNAMESE REFUGEES# 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW ll FE# A NEW LANGUAGE AND PREJUDICE 

COMBINES WITH THE LOSS OF FAMILY TIES# JOBS AND HOMES. 
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5. ACROSS AMERICA~ GOVERNORS AND MAYORS AND 

PRIVATE CITIZENS HAVE JOINED IN TRYING TO MAKE THESE NEW 

ARRIVALS WELCOME. THEY HAVE OPENED THEIR HEARTS AND THEIR 

HOMES TO THESE REFUGEES. THEY ARE TO BE COMMENDED. 
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THE VIETNAMESE WANT ONLY A HAND UP AT THIS TIME-- NOT A 

HAND OUT. JOIN ME IN REACHING OUT TO THESE NEWCOMERS 

w-10 CHOSE FREEDOM. 
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6. THE SPIRIT OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY-- OUR 

TRADITIONAL FAITH IN THE IMPORTANCE OF HELPING OTHERS TO HELP 

THEMSELVES MUST BE REASSERTED. I STILL BELIEVE MOST 

AMERICANS SUBSCRIBE TO THE INSCRIPTION ON THE STATUE OF 

LIBERTY, WHICH READS: 
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GIVE ME YOUR TIRED, YOUR POOR 

YOUR HUDDLED MASSES YEARNING TO BREATHE FREE 

THE WRETCHED REFUSE OF YOUR TEEMING SHORE, 

SEND THESE, THE HOMELESS, TEMPEST-TOSSED, TO ME: 

I LIFT MY LAMP BESIDE THE GOLDEN DOOR. 
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7. WHAT DISTINGUISHES AMERICA IS THE OPPORTUNITY 

"FOR LIFE, Ll BERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS." IF WE 

FORGET THIS, WE WILL HAVE LOST SOMETHING VERY PRECIOUS. 

FOR WE ARE A NATION OF IMMIGRANTS. 

- II -

AFTER WORLD WAR II, THE UNITED STATES OFFERED A NEW LIFE TO 

MORE THAN ONE-HALF MILLION DISPLACED PERSONS. THE 

GENEROSITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE SHOWED AGAIN FOLLOWING THE 

HUNGARIAN UPRISING OF 1956 WHEN MORE THAN THIRTY THOUSAND 

HUNGARIAN REFUGEES FLED HERE FOR SANCTUARY. 



' 
- 12 -

I 

8. RESENTMENT TOWARD THE VIETNAMESE HAS BEEN 

REPUDIATED BY Ml LLIONS WHO BELIEVE IN AMERICA. OUR 

BEAUTIFUL LAND MUST BE MATCHED BY THE BEAUTY AND GOODNESS 

OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. A NATION THRIVES ON ITS PRACTICES -

NOT ITS PREACH INGS. LET US RESPOND TO THESE NEW REFUGEES 

IN LINE WITH OUR OLD TRADITIONS. 
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9. I AM PLEASED YOU ARE HERE. WE ALL HAVE A BIG 

JOB AHEAD OF US BEFORE THE 1976 ELECTIONS. I WILL TRY TO DO 

MY PART BY PROVIDING THE BEST POSSIBLE CLIMATE-- BOTH 

DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN -- IN WHICH REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES CAN 

RUN. I WILL CAMPAIGN FOR THEM-- AS WELL AS FOR MYSELF. 

TOGETHER WE WILL WIN. END OF TEXT 
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