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PRESIDENT HAYS, PR?S{MT-@M,

AND DISTINGUISHED EDITORS AND GUESTS:

| AM PLEASED TO BE WITH YOU TODAY AND TO HAVE
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE THE DIALOGUE WHICH IT HAS BEEN
MY PLEASURE TO HAVE WITH MANY OF YOU IN REGIONAL MEETINGS

DURING THE PAST FEW MONTHS.



THOSE EXCHANGES -- AND THE ONE WE WILL BEGIN

SHORTLY -- ARE EXCEEDINGLY VALUABLE TO ME -- IN PROVIDING

AN INSIGHT INTO THE ATTITUDES AND CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE

WHO ARE YOUR READERS AND MY CONSTITUENTS.
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AFTER | BECAME PRESIDENT, | PLEDGED TO NOT ONLY

CARRY MY PROGRAMS AND POLICIES AND VIEWS TO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE, BUT TO LISTEN AS WELL TO THEIR IDEAS AND THEIR VIEWS

AND THEIR SUGGESTIONS. T0 THE BEST OF MY ABILITY,

| INTEND TO CONTINUE LISTENING.
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I ALSO PLEDGED AN OPEN ADMINISTRATION, AND

IN EVERY WAY THAT IS FEASIBLE, 1 INTEND TO CONTINUE THAT

POLICY -- OPENING MY OFFICE AND THE OFFICES OF MY ASSOCIATES

IN THIS ADMINISTRATION TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHOSE JOB

IS TO GATHER THE FACTS ABOUT OUR GOVERNMENT ON WHICH VALID

PUBLIC JUDGMENTS CAN BE MADE.
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ALTHOUGH WE MAY BE IN AN ADVERSARY RELATIONSHIP --

AND PERHAPS IT'S BEST THAT WE ARE -- AS FAR AS | AM CONCERNED,

WE WILL NEVER BE ENEMIES. AND TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY,

MY ASSOCIATES AND | WILL CONTINUE TO WORK WITH YOU AND

YOUR DESIGNATED REPORTERS IN A CONTINUING ATMOSPHERE OF

CIVILITY AND RESPECT AND GOODWILL.
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DURING THE PAST MONTHS, AS YOU KNOW, RON NESSEN

HAS INTRODUCED A NUMBER OF INNOVATIONS IN OUR RELATIONSHIP

WITH THE MEDIA PEOPLE WHO COVER THE WHITE HOUSE AND THE

ADMINISTRATION -- MANY DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE THE KIND OF

GIVE AND TAKE AND FULL DISCUSSION WHICH | FEEL ARE ESSENTIAL

T0 THE MISSIONS OF BOTH THIS ADMINISTRATION AND YOUR NEWSPAPERS.
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WE HAVE TRIED -- WITH AS MUCH EQUITY AS WE

COULD DEVISE -- TO MAKE EXTENDED INTERVIEWS POSSIBLE FOR

A GOOD NUMBER OF PUBLICATIONS AND NETWORKS. WE HAVE

SCHEDULED NEWS CONFERENCES FREQUENTLY -- SO FREQUENTLY,

IN FACT, THAT | UNDERSTAND SOME OF YOUR REPRESENTATIVES

HERE FEEL WE MAY BE OVER-DOING IT.
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BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY, ALL OF US HAVE TRIED,

TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITIES, TO BE AS CANDID AND AS FORTHRIGHT

AS POSSIBLE,
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THERE HAVE BEEN TIMES, AS YOU KNOW, WHEN | FAILED

TO ANSWER CERTAIN QUESTIONS -- USUALLY WITH THE REMARK FROM ME

THAT A RESPONSE WOULD NOT BE APPROPRIATE. THERE HAVE BEEN

TIMES WHEN THE INTEREST OF NATIONAL SECURITY PLACED ME IN THE

POSITION WHERE COMPLETE CANDOR WOULD BE DAMAGING TO DEVELOPING

POLICIES OR HARMFUL TO OUR RELATIONS WITH AN ALLY.
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BUT IN ALL THAT | HAVE DONE, | HAVE TRIED TO

KEEP IN MIND THE LESSONS | LEARNED FROM THE NEWSPEOPLE

THAN A QUARTER-CENTURY.

WHOM 1 HAVE KNOWN AND RESPECTED AND WORKED WITH FOR MORE
|

10 | TRULKLIKE ANQ ENJOY THE
MEN AN) WOMEN WHO COVER THE WHITK HOUSE --\ SOME Sf TH

| ARE MY BEST S ——

THIS MEETING TODAY OCCURS AT AN EXTRAORDINARILY

DIFFICULT TIME BOTH FOR US AND FOR SOME OF OUR LONG-TERM ALLIES.
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IT IS A TIME OF TESTING OF THE ADMINISTRATION AND

THE CONGRESS -- AND THE COUNTRY -- AS WE SEEK UNDER GREAT

PRESSURE THE ACCOMMODATIONS AND ACTIONS SWIFTLY-MOVING EVENTS

REQUIRE OF US.,

IT IS A TIME OF URGENCY, WITH THE LIVES OF LITERALLY

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE SURE TO BE AFFECTED FOR GOOD

OR ILL BY WHAT WE DO -- OR FAIL TO DO,
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LIKE IT OR NOT, WE MUST BEGIN TO CLOSE OUT ONE ERA

OF OUR HISTORY AND BEGIN ANOTHER IN THE HOPE THAT AMERICAN VISION

AND AMERICAN DETERMINATION WILL BRING US AND THE WORLD

A SURER HOPE FOR PEACE AND MUTUAL PROSPERITY,

AND NOW, I'M READY FOR THE QUESTIONS FROM THIS

DISTINGUISHED PANEL,

END OF TEXT






