
The original documents are located in Box 5, folder “2/5/75 - Introduction of Billy Taylor” 
of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford 

Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



... HE rih.ulJ.J.~.. .. - .J. 

£ , ' 

·J.f 
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS FOR 

BILLY TAYLOR 

STATE DINNER FOR PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO 

WEDNESDAY~ FEBRUARY 5~ 1975 

Digitized from Box 5 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



- 1 -

THE LATE LOUIS ARMSTRONG ONCE SAID THAT "IF YOU 

HAVE TO ASK WHAT JAZZ IS, YOU'LL NEVER KNOW." SO I DON'T 

PROPOSE TO TRY TO DESCRIBE IT TO OUR DISTINGUISHED rtJ'II'dE 

All •tii£18f0 GUESTS THIS EVENING • 
... 
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I WILL ONLY POINT OUT THAT IT IS PERHAPS THE MOST 

UNIQUE AND DURABLE PRODUCT EVER INVENTED IN AMERICA -- THAT 

IT HAS MADE FRIENDS EVERYWHERE IT HAS GONE IN THE WORLD. 
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IT IS A PART OF OUR HISTORY, OUR TRADITION AND OUR FOLKLORE. 

BUT IT IS ALSO A LIVING FORM -- STILL GROWING, STILL 

EXPANDING -- THANKS TO BRILLIANT CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS 

LIKE OUR GUEST PERFORMER THIS EVENING. 
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MR. BILLY TAYLOR -- TECHNICALLY, I SHOULD SAY 

DOCTOR TAYLOR, SINCE HE HAS BEEN AWARDED TWO HONORARY 

DOCTORAL DEGREES IN MUSIC -- IS BOTH A THEORIST AND A 
"' 

PRACTITIONER IN JAZZ. HE COMPOSES, HE CONDUCTS AND HE 

PLAYS, AND HAS DELIGHTED LITERALLY MILLIONS OF PEOPLE THROUGH 

HIS CONCERTS, AND RADIO AND TELEVISION PERFORMANCES. 
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HE ALSO TAKES HIS RESPONSIBILITIES AS A CITIZEN VERY 

SERIOUSLY~ AND IS ACTIVE IN A NUMBER OF CIVIC AND CULTURAL 

PROGRAMS~ AS YOU CAN SEE FROM THE BRIEF BIOGRAPHY IN YOUR 

PROGRAM NOTES. WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME HIM HERE TONIGHT 

-- AN OUTSTANDING AMERICAN ARTIST~ LADIES AND GENTLEMEN~ 

MR. BILLY TAYLOR. 
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