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MAY I THANK YOU MOST SINCERELY FOR THIS AWARD --AND 

FOR THE GOOD WILL AND GOOD WI SHES THAT IT REPRESENTS. IT WILL 

ALWAYS OCCUPY AN HONORED POSITION IN MY OFFICE, \N MY LIFE, 

AND IN MY MEMORIES. f"F~=-~· 

, 
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I WANT YOU TO KNOW,THAT I FEEL VERY MUCH AT HOME HERE 

TODAY BECAUSE -\IF YOU STOP TO THINK ABOUT IT -\THE ATHLETIC 

DIRECTOR OF ANY COLLEGE AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES~ 

HAVE A GREAT DEAL IN COMMON. WE BOTH NEED THE TALENT AND 

COOPERATION OF OTHERS TO SUCCEED. WE BOTH GET A LOT MORE 

CRITICISM FOR THE LOSSES THAN WE GET CREDIT FOR THE WINS. -
L..J 

WE BOTH BUY ASPIRIN BY THE SIX-PACK -- AND WE BOTH HAVE A CERTAIN 

v 
LACK OF PERMANENCE IN OUR JOBS. 

AS ONE COACH PUT IT TO ME: HE Dl DN'T SO MUCH MIND 

THE FACT THAT HIS NAME ON THE OFFICE DOOR WAS WRITTEN IN CHALK ••• 

IT WAS THAT BIG WET SPONGE HANGING BESIDE IT! 
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BUT I'M SURE I DON'T HAVE TO TELL ANY OF YOU THE PROBLEMS 

OF BEING AN ATHLETIC DIRECTOR OR HEAD COACH. FOR INSTANCEI 

I SEE MY GOOD FRIEND BEAR BRYANT SITTING HERE ••• I WAS TALKING 

TO BEAR AND HE SAl D WE BOTH HAD THE VERY SAME EXPERIENCE ON 

NEW YEAR'S DAY. I SAIDj "HOW IS THAT POSSIBLE? 

I WAS SKIING AND YOU WERE AT THE ORANGE BOWL." 

"THAT'S WHAT I MEAN. WE BOTH HIT THE TOP -- AND AFTER THAT 1 

IT WAS ALL DOWN HILL !" -----

" 
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I THINK ALABAMA PLAYED A SUPERB GAME BUT NOTRE DAME 

JUST SEEMED TO HAVE THAT SOMETHING EXTRA. YOU COULD TELL 

NOTRE DAME WAS FEELING PRETTY ·CONFIDENT. THEY BROUGHT IN 
p 

EARL BUTZ TO GIVE THE BLESSING. 

, 
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IT WAS ONCE SAl D THAT MANY OF BRITAIN'S BATTLES WERE 

WON ON THE PLAYING FIELDS OF ETON. 

WE COULD ALSO SAY T+iAT AMATEUR ATHLETICS HAS DEVELOPED 

MUCH OF THE MUSCLE THAT HAS BUILT AND DEFENDED THIS COUNTRY 1 

AND THOUGH A YOUNG PERSON Ml GHT NOT GO TO COLLEGEi NO YOUNGSTER 

GROWS UP IN AMERICA TODAY WITHOUT SOME COMPETITIVE SPORT 1 -
SPORTS ARE NOT ONLY A PREPARATION FOR LIFE1 THEIR SPIRIT IS PART 

OF THE VERY ESSENCE OF THE AMERICAN COMPETITIVE SYSTEM. 
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WE HAVE A SAYING IN MY HOME STATE OF MICHIGAN.\ 

AS THE ~Es,\RI~S AN~~S FREEZE OVER, THE SIGHT OF 

EAGER CHILDREN SKIMMING OVER'THE ICE IS A COMMON ONE, 

AND IF YOU ASK A YOUNG BOY OR GIRL HOW HE OR SHE EVER LEARNED - -
TO ICE SKATE -- THE ANSWER OUT OUR WAY IS A SIMPLE ONE: 

"I GOT U~WHEN I FELL DOWN." 

• 
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AS A NATION~ 

WE MUST BE PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY FIT BECAUSE THE TIMES DEMAND 

THAT WE NOT ONLY COMPETE BUT lHAT WE EXCEL. AND WE MUST DO 

IT WITH ENTHUSIASM -- THE ENTHUSIASM FOUND ON THE FIELDS OF SPORT• 

EMERSON ONCE SAID: 11NOTHING GREAT WAS EVER ACHIEVED WITHOUT ---
ENTHUSIASM ... 

THIS IS A TIME FOR GREATNESS IN OUR NATION -- AND A 

TIME FOR ENTHUSIASM. 

, 
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IN THIS SPIRIT~ I ACCEPT THE NATIONAL COLLEGIATE 

ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION'S 1975 THEODORE ROOSEVELT AWARD. 

I ACCEPT I~OT FOR WHAT I MIGHT HAVE ACHIEVED IN THE PAST-

BUT FOR WHAT I WILL STRIVE TO ACCOMPLISH~ WITH THE HELP OF 

ALL AMERICANS~ IN THE FUTURE. 

I THANK YOU. 

END OF TEXT 




