The original documents are located in Box 4, folder “12/19/74 - Remarks for the Press
Corps Christmas Party” of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 4 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

THE PR“ o

Fure) ILTT'T‘T"j -
Ly T HAS v

A /’
2o LA
eV §
.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS FOR THE
PRESS CORPS CHRISTMAS PARTY

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1974
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LET ME BID YOU A WARM WELCOME TO THIS CHRISTMAS PARTY

FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS CORPS. I WISH

| COULD MEET WITH YOU MORE ‘OFTEN ON AN INFORMAL BASIS LIKE THIS --

BUT | KNOW THAT DAY TO DAY YOU'RE IN GOOD HANDS WITH THE SHY

BUT LOVABLE RON NESSEN . . . STAR OF TELEVISION, PRESS

CONFERENCES, NEWS BRIEFINGS, AND DOONESBURY.
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A FEW MONTHS AGO YOU MAY REMEMBER THAT | DESCRIBED

RON NESSEN AS BEING A MODEL PRESS SECRETARY, UNFORTUNATELY,

HELEN THOMAS LOOKED UP THE WORD MODEL IN THE DICTIONARY,

IT SAID: A SMALL IMITATION OF THE REAL THING,

NO, I'M ONLY JOKING. | HAVE THE HIGHEST REGARD

AND ADMIRATION AND RESPECT FOR RON NESSEN, | HAVE TO SAY THAT.

IF | DON'T, YOU KNOW RON. HE'LL START THE NEXT PRESS CONFERENCE

WITHOUT ME!
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| HOPE YOU WILL ALL HAVE A WONDERFUL TIME TONIGHT,

| WANT YOU TO RELAX., DANCE TO THE DELIGHTFUL MUSIC OF

MICHAEL CARNEY AND HIS ORCHESTRA, MR, CARNEY DID A

SUPERB JOB OF PLAYING AT THE CHRISTMAS BALL FOR THE CONGRESS

ON TUESDAY, AND I'D LIKE YOU TO JOIN WITH ME IN SHOWING OUR

APPRECIATION OF HIS FINE MUSIC TONIGHT,
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| MIGHT ALSO POINT OUT, THERE WILL BE A DELICIOUS

BUFFET AWAITING YOU IN THE STATE DINING ROOM, AND PLEASE

RESEARCH TO YOUR HEART'S CONTENT THE LIQUID REFRESHMENTS

NOW BEING SERVED. THE GOOD NEWS IS: WE'VE BEEN TRYING TO FIND

A NEW FORMAT FOR OUR PRESS CONFERENCES, THE BAD NEWS 1S:

TONIGHT WON'T BE IT!



-5 -

THIS HAS BEEN A RATHER HISTORIC EVENING. WE HAVE

JUST COME BACK FROM WITNESSING THE SWEARING IN OF THE NEW

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, AS OF AN HOUR AGO, THE EXECUTIVE

BRANCH FINALLY HAS A PIECE OF THE ROCK! NELSON ROCKEFELLER

HAS NOW BEEN OFFICIALLY SWORN IN AS THE FORTY-FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

OF THE UNITED STATES,
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I SINCERELY HOPE YOU WILL GIVE VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER

THE SAME GOOD WILL, SENSITIVITY AND FAIRNESS YOU HAVE ALWAYS

EXTENDED TO ME, WHEN | FIRST BECAME PRESIDENT, | PROMISED

YOU AN OPEN ADMINISTRATION, THIS MEANT OPEN DOORS -- OPEN

ACCESS. OCCASIONALLY, IT HAS MEANT SOME OPEN MOUTHS!

BUT IT HAS ALWAYS MEANT OPEN TRUST AND OPEN LINES OF COMMUNICATION,

AND THIS IS THE WAY IT WILL CONTINUE, THE ONLY SNOW JOB

YOU WILL EVER GET FROM THIS ADMINISTRATION IS MY ANNUAL TRIP TO VAIL.
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HAVE A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS

AND I'LL BE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING MANY OF YOU IN COLORADO

NEXT WEEK, MEANWHILE -- +PLEASE ENJOY YOURSELVES TONIGHT!

END OF TEXT




CLEARANCE FORM FOR PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH MATERIAL

TO:

VIA:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

ROBERT HARTMANN W/
PAUL THEIS t,k(

Remarks for Press Corps

Christmas Party

Date and Place of Presidential Use: Thursday, December 19, 1974

7:00 p.m,, East Room

. Speechwriter: Orben

Edited by: Theis

Basic research/speech material supplied by: __Speechwriter

Cleared by (please initial):

(
(

)
)

Operations (Rumsfeld)

Jack Marsh

Congressional (Timmons)

Economic Policy Board (Seidman)

Domestic Council (Cole)

N. S. C (Scowcroft)

O.M. B. (Ash)

Research (Waldron)

| Press (Nessen) /Q\/(\//t//

auw






