
The original documents are located in Box 4, folder “12/5/74 - Dinner Toast to Chancellor 
Schmidt” of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. 

Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



/ . 

THE PRES I DENT HAS SEEN ~" 

DINNER TOAST TO 

CHtANCELLOR SCHMIDT 

THURSDAY I DECEMBER 5, 1974 

- I -

MR. CHANCELLOR, IT IS AN HONOR AND A PLEASURE TO 

HAVE YOU, FOREIGN Ml Nl STER GENSCHER (GHEN-SHER) AND THE OTHER 

MEMBERS OF YOUR PARTY HERE WITH US THIS EVENING. 
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OUR COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES ARE Ll NKED BY STRONG BONDS 1 

HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY. MANY PEOPLES PLAYED A ROLE IN 

THE BUILDING OF AMERICA~ BUT FEW HAVE GIVEN MORE THAN THOSE OF 

YOUR COUNTRYMEN WHO SETTLED HERE DURING THE EIGHTEENTH~ NINETEENTH 

AND TWENTIETH CENTURIES. 
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GERMANS HAVE MADE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

AMERICAN SOCIETY IN JUST ABOUT EVERY FIELD OF ENDEAVOR -- FROM 

SOLDIERS LIKE BARON VON STEUBEN (FON STEW-BEEN)~ WHO TRAINED A 
• -- ·,-:If'!,._ I.._..,-,"""""" ... II( 

RAGGED AMERICAN ARMY IN THE SNOWS OF VALLEY FORGE\TO STATESMEN 

LIKE CARL SCHURZ (SHURTS) WHO SERVED IN PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S 

CABINET OVER A CENTURY AGO. 
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: THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN COUNTLESS PH I LOSOPHER S \scIENTIST\ ARTI STS AND 

PERFORMERS -- AS WELL AS ATHLETES OF GERMAN ORIGIN SUCH AS THE 

LEGENDARY LOU GEHRIG OF BASEBALL FAME. 

THE ROLL OF HONOR IS LONG 1 BUT IT IS NOT YET FULL. 

WE CERTAINLY COULD USE MORE ECONOMISTS OF YOUR STATURE1 MR. 

CHANCELLOR. 
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AS I SAID AT YOUR ARRIVAL HERE THIS MORNING 1 WE LIVE 

IN A TIME OF GREAT CHALLENGE. FOR THI S REASON~ WE VALUE ALL THE MORE 

THE GREAT CONTRIBUTION THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY HAS MADE TO 

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL STABILITY IN EUROPE AND THE CLOSE PARTNER-

SHIP AND FRIENDSHIP WHICH HAVE CHARACTERIZED OUR RELATIONS OVER 

THE PAST QUARTER CENTURY. 
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IT HAS BECOME A CLICHE TO SPEAK OF THE GERMAN 

ECONOMIC Ml RACLE. YET# WHAT YOUR COUNTRYMEN HAVE ACH lEV ED 

DURING THE PAST GENERATION TRULY BORDERS ON THE MIRACULOUS --

NOT ONLY IN THE ECONOMIC SPHERE# BUT THE POLITICAL AS WELL. 
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IN 25 SHORT YEARS# YOU HAVE BUILT ONE OF THE STRONGEST# STABLEST 

DEMOCRACIES IN THE WORLD. AND YOU HAVE MADE GREAT CON-

TRIBUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AS A MEMBER OF THE ATLANTIC 

ALLIANCE\OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY,~ THE UNITED NATIONS AND 

ITS AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS# AND IN MANY OTHER FORUMS. 
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MR. CHANCELLOR~ YOUR VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES 

PROVIDES US WITH A WELCOME OPPORTUNITY TO MEET PERSONALLY \TO 
CONSULT AS BOTH FRIENDS AND ALLI,ES\ND TO REVIEW THE WIDE RANGE 

OF ISSUES BEFORE THE UNITED STATES AND THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GER-

MANY -- ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE TO OUR COUNTRIES~ TO THE UNITED 

STATES AND EUROPE~ AND THE ENTIRE WORLD COMMUNITY. 

ONE OF GERMANY'S GREATEST MINDS -- ONE OF THE 

WORLD'S GREATEST -- WAS GOETHE (GER-TA). HE ONCE WROTE THAT WE 

CAN ONLY EARN OUR FREEDOM AND OUR EXISTENCE BY STRUGGLING FOR IT 

EVERY DAY. FOR 25 YEARS~ DAY BY DAY~ THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC AND 

THE UNITED STATES HAVE WORKED TOGETHER FOR A FREER~ BETTER WORLD 

IN A SPIRIT OF MUTUAL FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL RESPECT. 
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IT IS TO THAT CONTINUED SPIRIT~ AND TO YOU~ 

MR. CHANCELLOR~ WHO EMBODY IT~ THAT I OFFER THI S TOAST. 

TO CHANCELLOR HELMUT SCHMIDT (SHMIT) ~ AND TO THE VITAL AND 

ENDURING FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN OUR TWO PEOPLES • 
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