
The original documents are located in Box 3, folder “11/26/74 - Reception Honoring 
Congressman John Rooney” of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies 

at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



·-
"1"", ...... -~ -··.-,-· ·-~ ~. ,. -· 

REMARKS AT 

RECEPTION HONORING 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN ROONEY 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1974 

JEFFERS ON AND ADAMS ROOMS 

STATE DEPARTMENT 

/ 

• 

. . ~ <" 
'"---· {?·'·;'-{.,; 

t' 

Digitized from Box 3 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



- 1 -

I THINK IT'S VERY NICE OF CONGRESSMAN ROONEY TO COME OVER 

TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO VISIT HIS MONEY •••• AS CHAIRMAN OF THE _____ __.......---

SUBCOMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR STATE, JUSTICE, COMMERCE AND 

JUDICIARY, IT'S NO SECRET THAT JOHN ROONEY IS A MAN OF SOME 

CONSEQUENCE AROUND HERE. YOU KNOW HOW HENRY KISSINGER FLEW 

~~ ~\tv· 
ONE WORD FROM JOHN -- AND pi{ COMES 

~ 
TO CHINA IN A BOEING 707? 

BACK IN A GREYHOUND BUS! 
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JOHN ROONEY HAS ALWAYS HAD A WELL-EARNED REPUTATION AS 

A TIGHT-FISTED PENNY-PINCHING GUARDIAN OF THE PUBLIC'S MONEY. HE 

TRIES TO SCRIMP AND SAVE AND C.LJT CORNERS WHEREVER HE CAN. IF YOU 

DON'T BELIEVE IT, LOOK AT THOSE PANTS I WORE IN JAPAN! ••.. ANY 

SHORTER AND THEY WOULD HAVE ARRE'STED ME FOR STREAKING! 

-----------------------
WELL, I'M NOT ABOUT TO TRY TO EXCHANGE BLARNEY WITH 

ANYONE NAMED ROONEY • 
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I'M SURE I DON'T HAVE TO TELL YOU ABOUT JOHN ROONEY'S 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS. JOHN HAS SERVED IN THE CONGRESS FOR OVER 

THIRTY YEARS --WITH DEDICATION AND WITH DISTINCTION. TODAY, 

HE STANDS AS THE TWELFTH MOST SENIOR MEMBER OF THE HOUSE AND THE 

THIRD RANKING DEMOCRAT ON THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS. 

IN FACT, IT COULD BE SAID THAT HE HAS PUT HIS PERSONAL STAMP ON 

THE FUNCTIONING AND ACTIVITIES OF MOST AGENCIES OF 

GOVERNMENT. 
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I HAVE KNOWN AND RESPECTED JOHN ROONEY FOR ALL OF THE YEARS 

I HAVE BEEN IN GOVERNMENT. IN THAT TIME, I HAVE FOUND HIM TO BE A 

0 
MAN NOT AFRAID OF POLITICAL BAfTLES, AND HIS IMPRESSIVE WAN AND 

LOST RECORD WILL BE LONG REMEMBERED WHEN HE LEAVES THE CONGRESS 

THIS JANUARY. 

I UNDERSTAND JOHN WILL BE SEVENTY-ONE ON FRIDAY. I KNOW 

THAT I JOIN WITH ALL OF HIS FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES WHO HAVE COME 

HERE TODAY -- AND THE MANY WHO WISH HIM WELL FROM AFAR -- IN 

THANKING JOHN J. ROONEY FOR DECADES OF DISTINGUISHED PUBLIC 

SERVICE. 
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I ONCE READ A BOOK CALLED A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN. 

JOHN ROONEY HAS PROVEN THAT GREAT PUBLIC SERVANTS GROW THERE AS 

WELL! 

JOHN, OUR WARM GOOD WISHES WILL ALWAYS BE WITH YOU. 

END OF SPEECH 
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