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AS THE FIRST AMERICAN PRESIDENT TO VISIT JAPAN WHILE 

IN OFFICE, I GREET YOU ON THIS UNPRECEDENTED OCCASION. I THANK 
• 

THE JAPAN PRESS CLUB FOR INVITING ME~ND THE NATIONAL TELEVISION 

NETWORK OF JAPAN FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK DIRECTLY TO THE 

PEOPLE OF JAPAN. 

I DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE EXCELLENT COVERAGE OF MY 

VIS IT BY THE EXCEPTIONAL NEWS MEDIA OF JAPAN. I HAVE ALWAYS 

SOUGHT A GOOD WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH AMERICAN JOURNALISTS 

AND HAVE THE SAME FEELING TOWARD THEIR JAPANESE COLLEAGUES. 

IT HAS BEEN MY OBJECTIVE TO TREAT ALL JOURNALISTS -- AND ALL 

OTHER PEOPLE -- IN THE SAME MANNER THAT I WOULD LIKE TO BE 

TREATED. 
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BRING THE WARMEST GREETINGS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

OUR BI-PARTISAN LEADERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN CONGRESS SENDS ITS 

BEST~ THE DISTINGUISHED LEADERS OF BOTH OF AMERICA'S 

NATIONA) PARTIES HAVE ASKED ME TO TELL YOU OF THE HIGH VALUE THAT 

ALL AMERICANS ATTACH TO OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH JAPAN. 
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IT IS THE AMERICAN CUSTOM FOR THE PRESIDENT TO MAKE 

A REPORT EVERY YEAR TO THE CONGRESS ON THE STATE OF THE UNION, 

IN THE SAME SPIRIT, I THOUt;HT THE PEOPLE OF JAPAN MIGHT 

WELCOME A REPORT ON THE STATE OF ANOTHER UNION -- THE UNITY 

OF AMERICAN AND JAPANESE MUTUAL ASPIRATIONS FOR FRIENDSHIP 

AS AMERICANS SEE THAT RELATIONSHIP. 
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IN MY HOME TOWN OF GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, A 

JAPANESE COMPANY IS NOW ASSEMBLING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, 

NOT ONLY ARE THE I NSTRUMENlS HARMONIOUS IN THE MELODIES 

THEY PRODUCE BUT THE LABOR-MANAGEMENT RELATIONS FOLLOWED 

BY THE JAPANESE CREATED A MODEL OF HARMONY BETWEEN WORKERS 

AND BUS I NESS. 
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IN A NEARBY COMMUNITY, EDMORE, ANOTHER JAPANESE 

Fl RM IS MANUFACTURING SMALL ELECTRICAL MOTORS. THIS IS 

YET ANOTHER JAPANESE ENTERP.RISE THAT HAS INJECTED NEW 

ENERGY AND GOODWILL INTO OUR INDUSTRIAL LIFE. THERE ARE 

SIMILAR EXAMPLES THROUGHOUT AMERICA. WE WELCOME THEM. 

THE Tl ME IS LONG PAST WHEN AMERICANS SPEAK ONLY 

OF WHAT WE HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO YOUR SOCIETY. TODAY, 

TRAFFIC FLOWS IN TWO DIRECTIONS. WE ARE BOTH LEARNING 

FROM EACH OTHER. 
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TO SIGNIFY THE VALUE THE UNITED STATES ATTACHES TO 

PARTNERSHIP WITH JAPAN1 I CHOSE TO MAKE THIS MY FIRST 

OVERSEAS TRIP. I ALSO M~T WITH YOUR AMBASSADOR TO THE 

UNITED STATES ON THE FIRST DAY THAT I ASSUMED OFFIC~ 

I HAVE LONG ADMIRED THE RICHNESS AND DIVERSITY OF JAPAN'S 

£_ULTU~E1\ THE PRODUCTS OF YOUR I NDUSTR'J \THE I NGENUIT'(, 

CREATIVIJ:J AND ENER~Y OF YOUR PEOPLE, \YOUR COURAGE AS A 

FOUNTAIN OF RESOURCEFULNESS IN A TROUBLED WORLD. 
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MY ONLY REGRET IS THAT MRS. FORD COULD NOT JOIN 

ME ON THIS VISIT IN RESPONSE TO YOUR KIND INVITATION. 

WE BOTH HOPE THAT SHE CAN ~OME LATER. 

AMERICANS ARE PROUD OF THE WAY THAT WE AND THE 

JAPANESE HAVE WORKED TOGETHER DURING THE POST-WAR PERIOD, 

WE HAVE HAD SOME D I SAG REEMENTS • BUT WE HAVE REMAINED 

FRIENDS AND PARTNERS. 
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TOGETHER1 WE CREATED COND I Tl ONS UNDER WHICH BOTH 

NATIONS COULD PROSPER. TOGETHER) WE EXPANDED OUR RELATIONS 

IN TRADE AND IN TRAVEL. • THE REALITY OF AMERICA'S ECONOMIG_, 

POLITICAL1 AND STRATEGIC INTERDEPENDENCE WITH JAPAN IS OBVIOUS• 

AMERICA IS JAPAN'S GREATEST CUSTOMER AND SUPPLIER, 

JAPAN IS AMERICA'S GREATEST OVERSEAS TRADING PARTNER. 

JAPAN IS THE BEST FOREIGN CUSTOMER FOR AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTS. 
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THE TOTAL TRADE BETWEEN OUR TWO NATIONS HAS DOUBLED 

SINCE 1970. IT WILL SURPASS 20 BILLION DOLLARS IN 1974• 

AMERICAN INVESTMENTS IN JAPAN ARE THE LARGEST OF ANY FOREIGN 
• 

STATE, JAPAN'S INVESTMENT IN AMERICA IS GROWING RAPIDLY 

AND ACCOUNTS FOR ONE Fl FTH OF ALL JAPANESE INVESTMENT ABROAD. 
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THE FLOW OF JAPANESE VISITORS TO THE UNITED STATES 

HAS GROWN FROM 50, 000 IN 1966 TO OVER 700, 000 IN 1974• 

THIS IS ALSO A TWO-WAY STREET: OVER 350,000 AMERICANS VISITED 

JAPAN LAST YEAR, ACCOUNTING FOR NEARLY ONE HALF OF ALL 

FOREIGN VISITORS. 
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TOGETHER, WE REMOVED THE LEGACIES OF WORLD WAR TWO. 

THE REVERSION OF OKINAWA ELIMINATED THE LAST VESTIGE OF THAT 

WAR FROM OUR AGENDA. WE HAVE MADE INDEPENDENT BUT 

MUTUALLY COMPATIBLE EFFORTS TO IMPROVE OUR RELATIONS WITH 

THE SOVIET UNION AND THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

WE HAVE DEVISED BETTER CHANNELS FOR OPEN CONSULTATION. 

I PARTICULARLY WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I UNDERSTAND THE DANGERS 

OF TAKING EACH OTHER FOR GRANTED. 
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AS WE TALK TO EACH OTHER, WE MUST ASK EACH OTHER 

WHAT WE REGARD AS THE CENTRAL NEEDS OF OUR TIMES. 

FIRS~ OF COURS~ ,IS PEACE. AMERICANS AND 

JAPANESE KNOW THE VALUE OF PEACE. WE WANT TO DEVOTE OUR 

RESOURCES AND OURSELVES TO BUILDING THINGS
1 

NOT TO TEARING 

THEM DOWN. WE DO NOT WANT TO SEND OUR SONS INTO BATTLE 

AGAIN. 
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THE ALLIANCE BETWEEN JAPAN AND THE UN I TED STATES 

HAS HELPED TO SECURE PEACE AND CAN CONTINUE TO HELP SECURE IT. 

THAT ALLIANCE IS NOT DIRECTED AGAINST ANY OTHER COUNTRY • 

IT DOES NOT PREVENT US FROM IMPROV lNG OUR RELATIONS WITH 

OTHER COU NTR I ES. 
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OUR ALLIANCE DOES NOT SIGNIFY THAT BOTH NATIONS 

SUBSCRIBE TO FULLY I DENT I CAL ATTITUDES OR STYLES. IT DOES 

SIGNIFY/ HOWEVER/ THAT WE CL-EARLY SHARE A COMMON RESOLVE 

TO MAINTAIN STABILITY IN EAST ASIA1~0 HELP IN THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF OTHER COUNTRIES THAT NEED OUR HELP 1 \AND TO WORK TOGETHER 

TO ENCOURAGE DIPLOMATIC AND POLITICAL RATHER THAN MILITARY 

SOLUTIONS TO WORLD PROBLEMS. 
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OUR ALLIANCE WAS FORGED BY PEOPLES WHO SAW THEIR 

NATIONAL INTEREST IN FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION. I AM 

CONFIDENT THAT OUR RELATION.S WILL REMAIN SOLID AND 

SUBSTANTIAL. I PLEDGE THAT WE SHALL WORK TO MAKE IT SO. 
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CANNOT BE OUR SOLE CONCERN. 

WE HAVE LEARNED THAT THERE ARE MANY INTERNATIONAL THREATS 

AND DANGERS THAT CAN AFFECT THE LIVES OF OUR CITIZENS. 

WE FACE DWINDLING SUPPLIES OF RAW MATERIALS AND FOOD. 

WE FACE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF GREAT COMPLEXITY. 

WE MUST BE MORE STRINGENT IN CONSERVATION THAN EVER BEFORE. 
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WE WORKED TOGETHER TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF THE 

COLD WAR. WE SUCCEEDED BECAUSE WE WORKED TOGETHER. 

NOW WE CONFRONT THESE NEW P,tND EVEN MORE COMPLICATED 

PROBLEMS. 
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THE JAPANESE REFORMER
1 

SAKUMA SHOZAN
1 

WROTE SOME 

LINES IN 1854 THAT PROVIDE INSIGHT FOR 1974. SAKUMA SAID THAT: -
''WHEN I WAS TWENTY I KNEW THAT MEN WERE LIN KED 

TOGETHER IN ONE PROVINCE; 

"WHEN I WAS THIRTY I KNEW THAT THEY WERE Ll NKED 

TOGETHER I N ONE NAT I ON; 

"WHEN I WAS FORTY I KNEW THAT THEY WERE Ll NKED 

TOGETHER IN ONE WORLD OF Fl VE CONTINENTS." 
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NOW, 120 YEARS LATER, THE LINKS BETWEEN NATIONS ARE 

CLOSER THAN EVER. MODERN TECHNOLOGY HAS fM DE THE 

WORLD ONE~ WHAT EACH MAN OR NATION DOES OR FAILS TO DO - _., 

AFFECTS EVERY OTHER. 
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SOME AMERICANS WONDERED WHY I DECIDED TO ACCEPT 

YOUR INVITATION TO COME TO JAPAN AT A TIME WHEN WE HAVE 

UNSOLVED PROBLEMS AT HOME. 
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I REPLIED TO THOSE AMERICANS THAT MANY OF THE PROBLEMS WE 

HAVE AT HOME ARE NOT JUST AMERICAN PROBLEMS BUT THE PROBLEMS 

OF THE WORLD AS A WHOLE. liKE OTHER~ WE SUFFER FROM INFLATION. 

LIKE OTHER~ WE FACE RECESS ION. LIKE OTHERSJ WE HAVE TO DEAL 

WITH RISING PRICES AND POTENTIAL SHORTAGES OF FUELS AND RAW 

MATERIALS. AMER I_CA CANNOT SOLVE THOSE PROBLEMS ALONE. 

NATIONS CAN ONLY SOLVE THEM BY WORKING TOGETHER. 

JUST AS WE WORK TOGETHER TO MAINTAIN TODAY'S PEACE, WE 

CAN WORK TOGETHER TO SOLVE TOMORROW'S PROBLEMS. 
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OUR TWO NATIONS PROVIDE THE WORLD WITH A MODEL 

OF WHAT CAN BE ACHIEVED BY INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION. 

WE CAN ALSO PROVIDE A MODEL FOR DEALING WITH THE NEW 

D I FF I C U L Tl E S • WE BOTH HAVE GREAT TECHNOLOGICAL SKILLS 
' "' "' 

AND HUMAN RESOU RCES.J GREAT ENERGY AND I MAG INA Tl ON. 

WE BOTH ACKNOWLEDGE OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO DEVELOPING STATES. 

WE ENVISION THE ORDERLY AND PEACEFUL SHARING OF ESSENTIAL --
NATURAL RESOURCES. 
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WE CAN WORK TOGETHER TO MEET THE GLOBAL ECONOMIC 

ISSUES. I BELl EVE THAT WE ARE NOT JUST TEMPORARY ALLIES. -
WE ARE PERMANENT FRIENDS. • ---

WE SHARE THE SAME GOALS PEACE, \DEVELOPMENT\ 

THESE ARE NOT ONLY PRAISEWORTHY STABILIT"'ND PROSPERITY. 

AND ESSENTIAL GOALS, BUT COMMON GOALS. 
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THE PROBLEMS OF PEACE AND ECONOMIC WELL -BEl NG ARE 

I NEXTR I CABL Y Ll NKED. WE BELIEVE PEACE CANNOT EXIST WITHOUT 

PROSPER IT~ ~ROSPERITY CANNOT EXIST WITHOUT PEAC> \AND 

NEITHER CAN EXIST IF THE GREAT STATES OF THE WORLD DO NOT 

-
WORK TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE THEM. WE OWE THIS TO OURSELVE~ 

TO EACH OTHE~ AND TO ALL THE JAPANESE AND AMERICAN PEOPLES. 
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AMERICA AND JAPAN SHARE THE SAME NATIONAL PAST I ME 

BASEBALL. , IN THE GAME OF BASEBALL, TWO TEAMS COMPETE, 

BUT NEITHER CAN PLAY WITHOUT THE OTHER_, NOR WITHOUT COMMON 

RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER AND FOR THE RULES OF THE GAME. 



- 26 -

I HAVE TAKEN THE Ll BERTY OF GIVING YOU MY VIEWS 

ON THE WORLD WE LIVE IN. NOW LET ME TELL YOU, THE JAPANESE 

PEOPLE_~ A LITTLE BIT ABOUT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE FACED SOME DIFFICULT 

TIMES IN THEIR HI STORY. THEY KNOW THAT THEY WILL FACE 

OTHERS. THEIR BURDENS ARE·ENORMOUS, AT HOME AND ABROAD. 

SOME OBSERVERS -- INCLUDING AMERICAN OBSERVERS --

SAY THAT THE AMERICANS HAVE LOST THEIR CONFIDENCE,\ 

T~EI R SENSE OF RES PONS I B IIJTY, ~ND THEIR CREATIV lTV. 

IT IS NOT TRUE. -,_. 
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I HAVE TRAVELED OVER MUCH OF MY COUNTRY OUR lNG THE 

PAST YEAR. EACH TIME I RETURN TO WASHINGTON REFRESHED. 

OUR PEOPLE ARE DETERMINED AND·REALISTIC. OUR PEOPLE ARE 

VIGOROUS., THEY ARE SOLVING THEIR PROBLEMS IN COUNTLESS 

TOWNS AND CITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY. THEY CONTINUE TO 

UNDERSTAND THAT HISTORY HAS PLACED GREAT RESPONSIBILITIES ON 

AMERICAN SHOULDERS. AMERICANS ARE READY AND WILLING TO 

PLAY THEIR PART WITH THE SAME STRENGTH AND SAME WILL THAT THEY 

HAVE ALWAYS SHOWN IN THE PAST. 
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AMERICANS ALSO KNOW THAT NO NATION, HOWEVER STRONG1 

CAN HOPE TO DICTATE THE COURSE OF HISTORY BY ITSELF. BUT 

THE ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND THE 8AS IC ISSUES,'\0 DEFINE OUR 

NATIONAL INTEREST, ~ND TO MAKE COMMON CAUSE WITH OTHERS 

TO ACHIEVE COMMON PURPOSES MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO INFLUENCE 

EVENTS. AND AMERICANS ARE DETERMINED TO DO THAT FOR 

CONSTRUCTIVE PURPOSES AND IN THE TRUE SPIRIT OF INTER-

DEPENDENCE. 
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IN THAT SPIRIT_, LET ME MAKE A PLEDGE TO YOU TODAY. 

AS WE FACE THE PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE, THE UN I TED STATES 

WILL REMAIN FAITHFUL IN OUR COMMITMENTS AND FIRM IN THE 

PURSUIT OF OUR COMMON GOALS. 
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WE INTEND NOT ONLY TO REMAIN A TRUSTWORTHY ALL Y.J 

BUT A RELIABLE TRADING PARTNER. WE WILL CONTINUE TO BE 

SUPPLIERS OF THE GOODS YOU. NEED. IF SHORTAGES OCCU~ 

WE WILL TAKE SPECIAL ACCOUNT OF THE NEEDS OF OUR TRADITIONAL 

TRADING PARTNERS, WE WILL NOT COMPETE WITH OUR FRIENDS 

FOR THEIR MARKETS OR FOR THEIR RESOURCES. 

WITH THEM. 

WE WANT TO WORK 
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THE BAS I C CONCEPTS OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY REMAIN 

UNCHANGED. THOSE CONCEPTS HAVE SOLID BI-PARTISAN AND 

POPULAR SUP PORT • THE AME~I CAN PEOPLE REMAIN STRONG\ 

CONF I DEN~ AND FA ITHFUL. WE MAY SOMETIMES FALTER, 
' -

BUT WE WILL NOT FAIL. 

I WOULD LIKE TO END ON A PERSONAL NOTE. 
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IT IS A PRIVILEGE TO BE THE FIRST AMERICAN PRESIDENT TO 

VISIT JAPAN WHILE'IN OFFICE. IT IS ALSO A GREAT PLEASURE. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING KYOTO) THE ANCIENT CAPITAL OF JAPAN • 
• 

JAPAN HAS PRESERVED HER CULTURAL INTEGRITY IN THE FACE OF RAPID 

MODERNIZATION. I HAVE NEVER BELIEVED THAT ALL CHANGE IS 

NECESSARILY GOOD. WE MUST TRY TO APPLY TH~ ENDURING 

VALUES OF THE PAST TO THE CHALLENGES AND THE PRESSURES OF OUR 

TIMES .. AMERICANS CAN LEARN FROM JAPAN TO RESPECT TRADITIONS 

EVEN AS WE -- Ll KE YOU -- PLUNGE AHEAD INTO THE LAST QUARTER 

OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. 
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I ALSO LOOK FORWARD TO ANOTHER DEEP PRIVILEGE. 

VESTER DAY 1 DURING MY CALL UPON HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY) 

THE EMPEROR OF JAPA~ I RENEWED OUR INVITATION FOR THE EMPEROR 

TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES. IT WOULD BE A GREAT PLEASURE 

TO BE THE Fl RST AMERICAN PRES I DENT TO WELCOME THE 

EMPEROR OF JAPAN TO WASHINGTON AND TO SHOW HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY 

OUR NATIONAL SHRINES AND TREASURES) INCLUDING THE GRACEFUL 

JAPANESE CHERRY TREES WHOSE BLOSSOMS PROVIDE A SETTING FOR 

THE MONUMENTS TO THE GREAT HEROES OF OUR OWN PAST. 
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MANY 
I HOPE THAT MY VISIT SHALL BE THE FIRST OF~ BY AMERICAN 

PRESIDENTS. 

I HOPE THAT THE LEADER-S OF OUR N'O COUNTRIES WILL 

FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE THAT OUR PEOPLES HAVE ALREADY SET_, TO VISIT 

EACH OTHER FREQUENTLY AND FREELY AS OUR NATIONS MOVE TOGETHER 

TO DEAL WITH THE MANY COMMON CONCERNS THAT WILL AFFECT THE 

LIVES OF ALL OUR CITIZENS AND ALL HUMANITY. 
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I SAID IN MY FIRST PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS TO CONGRESS 

THAT MY ADMINISTRATION WAS BASED UPON COMMUNICATION\ 

CONCILIATION\OMPROMISE AND COOPERATION. THIS CONCEPT 

ALSO GUIDES MY VIEW OF AMERICAN POLICY TOWARD JAPAN. 

WE BOTH HAVE MUCH WORK TO DO. LET US DO IT TOGETHER. 

LET US ALSO CONTINUE THE QUEST FOR PEACE. I WOULD 

RATHER WALK A THOUSAND MILES FOR PEACE THAN TAKE A SINGLE 

STEP TOWARD WAR. 

I THANK YOU. 

END· OF SPEECH 

• 




