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CALI FORNIA. AS I LOOK ABOUT ME TODAY, I KNOW WHY IT'S CALLED THE 

BIG VALLEY -- IT PRODUCES BIG CRO~~. IG YIELDS~G LIVESTOCK AND 

TO SERVE ITS PEOPLE I N THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, IT PRODUCES 

BIG MEN II KE MY GOOD FRIEND BOB MATHIAS! 
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THERE I S NO SECRET WHY I AM HERE TODAY. I AM HERE 

BECAUSE I NEED -- YOU NEED -- BOB MATH IAS BACK I N CONGRESS TO 
- .. ­

REPRESENT THE PEOPLE OF FRESNO\KI NGS~ND TULARE (TOO-LARRY) 

COUNTI ES. 
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I HAVE TRAVElED EXTENSIVElY THROUGHOUT THE lAST FEW 


WEEKS CAND IDLY AS KI NG THE AMER ICAN VOTERS TO RETU RN MEN LI KE 


BOB MATHIAS TO THE CONGRESS. PEOPLE HAVE ASKED WHY. 

; 

LET ME TELL YOU THE ANSWER. 

11M HERE BECAUSE THE I SSUES ARE TOO IMPORTANT THI S YEAR 

TO SIT ON THE SI DELI NES. 

THE STAKES ARE TOO HIGH TO LOSE THE BATTLE BY DEFAULT.- -
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I HAVE ANOTHER ANSWER TO THOSE WHO ASK WHY I 

I'~ 
CAMPAI GN. I DO IT BECAUSE THE PEOPLE OF FRESNO AND THE lITH 

DISTRICT DESERVE TO SEE THEIR PRESIDENT OUT SPEAKING HIS MIND AND 

DEFENDI NG THE PROGRAMS AND POll CI ES THAT MEAN SOMETH ING TO HI M. 



- -
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PUBLIC SERVICE AND PUBLIC RESPONSI BlliTY ARE TOO IMPORTANT TO ME 
~ 

TO SIT IN THE OVAL OFFICE IN MYSTIC SEANCE IN WASHINGTON.-
THE COUNTRY REACHES OUT FAR BEYONG THE POTOMAC RI VER -- AND I 

INTEND TO DO THE SAME. 
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I AM ALSO OUT HERE BECAUSE I AM CAMPAI GNI NG FOR THE 

ElECTI ON OF A RESPONS I BlE CONGRESS TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM OF 

INFLATI ON AND TO KEEP OUR AMERI CAN ECONOMY NUMBER ONE I N THE WORLD. 



- ---
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I NEED MEN LI KE BOB MATHIAS TO ENSURE THAT YOUR NEEDS 

ARE MET BY BI G-ACTI ON INSTEAD OF BI GTALK. 
# --

FI RST, LET'S TALK ABOUT YOUR CONGRESSMAN, A TOP 


LAWMAKER WITH EI GHT YEARS OF ON-THE-JOB-TRAI NI NG. 
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WHEN YOU RETURN BOB MATHIAS TO THE CONGRESS 

NEXT TUESDAY, YOU WI LL BE PUTTI NG HI MINTO THE SECOND-RANKI NG-
POSITION ON THE HOUSE AGRI CULTURE COMMITTEE. I DON'T NEED TO SPELL 

... 

OUT WHAT THAT MEAI~S TO THI S AREA. IT MEANS THAT YOU WI LL .. 
HAVE A VOICE AT THE TOP INSTEAD OF INEXPERIENCE AT THE BOnOM. 
< 
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AND IT MEANS THAT DAY-IN AND DAY-OUT YOU WILL CONTINUE THE KIND 

OF EXPERT SERVI CE THAT ONLY A DED ICATED AND EXPER IENCED 

CONGRESSMAN LI KE BOB MATHIAS CArv PROVI DE. 

- 10 ­

LET ME TELL YOU SOMETHING ELSE ABOUT BOB. 

HE AND I SERVED I N THE CONGRESS TOGETHER FOR SEVEN YEARS 

BEFORE I LEFT TO TAKE ANOTHER JOB. AS THE REPU BL ICAN LEADER 

-
OF THE HOUSE, I HELem GU IDE LEGI SLATI ON THROUGH THE CONGRESS. 


WHEN THE FARM BI LL WAS COMI NG THROUGH, BOB WAS THERE ADVI SI NG ME. 

» 
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AND THAT HASN'T CHANGED -- NOW THAT I AM PRES IDENT OF THE 

UNI TED STATES, BOB MATH IAS IS STI LL GOI NG TO BE CONSULTED BY 

ME ON MAJOR DEC I S IONS REGARD ING AMER ICAN AGR ICULTURE. 
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BOB, I KNOW YOU HAVE BEEN RUNNI NG A HARD CAMPAI GN, 

AND I HOPE I DON'T REPEAT TOO MUCH OF WHAT YOU ARE SAYI NG. BUT I 

WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERYBODY APPRECI ATES THE WORK YOU DO ON 

BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE HERE. 
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I HOPE THEY KNOW ABOUT THE BI LLS YOU HAVE INTRODUCED 

TO PROTECT OUR NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVI RONMENT -- SUCH AS 

PRESERVI NG THE BEAUTY OF THE GREAl NATIONAL PARKS THAT I SAW AS 

WE FLEW HERE TODAY. 
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I HOPE THEY KNOW ABOUT THE NEW JOBS YOU HAVE HELPED 

CREATE HERE I N THE CENTRAL VALLEY. 

I HOPE THEY KNOW ABOUT YOUR VOTES AND LEGI SLATI ON TO 
... 

OPEN THE FLOW OF ENERGY RESOURCES TO THE PEOPLE. 

I HOPE THAT YOUR WORK ON BEHALF OF EDUCATION AND HEALTH 

~,----------------------~ 

FOR ALL AMERI CANS IS GOI NG TO BE RECOGNI ZED ON ELECTION DAY. 
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BUT MOST OF ALL, BOB, I HOPE EVERYONE HERE KNOWS THAT 

YOU HAVE BEEN BUSY I N WASHINGTON -- AND YOU HAVE EVEN BEEN BUSY 

REPRESENTI NG OUR GOVERNMENT OVERSEAS. YOU HAVE BEEN BUSY WITH 

TWO OF THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMITIEE ASSI GNMENTS I N THE CONGRESS -­

NOT ONLY THE AGRI CULTURE COMMITTEE, BUT ALSO THE FOREI GN AFFAI RS- .; ­
COMMITTEE. 

# 
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AND TO HELP KEEP DOWN THE COST OF LI VI NG, YOU HAVE 

BEEN VOTI NG TO TR I M THE FAT OFF THE FEDERAL BUDGET AND TO CUR B 

OUR RAMPANT INFLATI ON. 
~ 



- -
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I WANT TO SAY TO THE PEOPLE OF THE ITrH DI STRICT THAT I 

DON'T KNOW MANY MEN OF MORE DEDICATION OR INTEGRITY THAN BOB 

MATHIAS. I AM GLAD TO HEAR THAT HE IS RUNNING A POSITIVE CAMPAIGN 

-
AS OPPOSED TO THOSE WHO ARE MAKI NG WI LD CHARGES AGAI NST HIM. 


I AM GLAD THAT HE I S NOT A TOOL OF THOSE WHO SEEK A VETO-PROOF CONGRESS 

-

THI S FALL. 
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LI KE MOST AMERI CANS, I KNEW BOB BEFORE HE KNEW 


ME. I N FACT, WHAT HE DID AT THE AGE OF 17 DISTRACTED ME FROM 


MY VERY FI RST ELECT ION CAMPAI GN. ALTHOUGH I FI RST RAN FOR 


CONGRESS I N THE FALL OF 1948, IT WAS THE HI GH SCHOOL BOY FROM 


CALI FORNIA WHO STUNNED THE WORLD WITH HI S SMASHI NG VI CTORY 


I N THE OLYMP I C DECATHLON AND MADE THE HEADLI NES I N MY HOME TOWN. 




i 
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I F WE ADD UP THE TI ME, WE CAN SEE THAT BOB HAS REPRESENTED 


THE BEST OF AMERI CA FOR 26 YEARS. I THI NK YOU CAN BE 
i 

rd' 

PROUD OF THAT BECAUSE I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT I AM PROUD OF 

BOB AS A FELLOW AMERI CAN. 

- 20 ­

FOUR SHORT DAYS FROM NOW, MILLIONS OF AMERICANS 

ARE GOI NG TO EXERCI SE THE MI GHTI EST FORCE KNOWN TO MAN. VOTI NG .... .,. 
$ ­

IS AN EXTENSION OF OUR LIBERTIES. IT CAN BREATHE LIFE INTO OUR NEEDS 
• 

AND OUR HOPES. IT CAN CARRY A MESSAGE. 



--
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ONLY ONE THI NG CAN STOP THI S FROM HAPPENI NG. AND THAT 


1 S APATHY. NOW I KNOW THAT SOME OF YOU MAY BE TEMPTED TO STAY- .­

AT HOME NEXT TUESDAY. IT HAS BEEN AN UNHAPPY YEAR. A LOT OF 

PEOPLE HAVE BEEN D~SCOURAGE~I SILLUSIONED~URNED O~. 
THERE MAY EVEN BE A RECORD LOW TURNOUT. 
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BUT I F ONLY 42 PERCENT OF THE ELI G I BLE VOTERS TURN OUT NEXT 

TUESDAY, AS SOME ANALYSTS HAVE PREDI CTED, THAT MEANS THAT A FRACTION 

OF A LITTLE OVER 21 PERCENT WILL DETERMINE HOW THIS NATION OPERATES 

FOR THE NEXT TWO YEARS. 
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DO WE WANT THAT KI ND OF MINORI TY RULE IN AMER IC~ 

ILDON~\AND I DON'TTH INK YOU DO EITHER. 

SO I URGE ALL OF MY FRI ENDS I N CALI FORN I A -- REPU BLI CANS, 

INDEPENDENTS AND DEMOCRATS ALI KE -- TO PROVE THAT THE POLLSTERS 

HAVE SOLD YOU SHORT. 

- 24 ­

PROVE THAT YOU REALLY CARE ABOUT THE KI ND OF GOVERNMENT 

YOU HAVE I N SACRAMENTO AND I N WASH INGTON BY ELECT ING THE BEST MEN 

FOR THE JOB, MEN LI KE BOB MATH IAS AND H~ FLOURNOY •.. 
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AT THE LOCAL LEVEL, AT THE STATE LEVEL AND AT THE NATIONAL 

LEVEL, WE FACE THE SAME CHALLENGE. WE MUST WHI P INFLATION. 

WE MUST CREAT EFFI C I ENT, RES PONS IVE AND RES PONS I BLE GOVERNMENT 

THAT WILL END RECKLESS SPENDING -- NOT ADD TO IT. 
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YET DESPITE THE URGENCY OF THE PROBLEM, NOT EVERYONE 

UNDERSTANDS IT. FOR EXAMPLE, I AM TOLD THAT HO~FLOURNOY'S 

OPPONENT IN THE GUBERNATORIAL RACE CLAIMS THAT CALIFORNIA ALONE 

CANNOT DO MUCH ABOUT INFLATI ON -- THAT IT I S MAl NLY A FEDERAL 

PROBLEM. 
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I'VE GOT NEWS FOR HIM. WE ARE ALL IN TH IS TH ING TOGETHER. 

WE ARE ALL SUFFERI NG THE EFFECTS OF INFLATI ON TOGETHER AND WE CAN ONLY 

SOLVE THEM TOGETHER. 

AND CALI FORNI A, AS THE WEALTH IEST, MOST POPULOUS STATE 

I N THE UNION I S BOTH A BI G PART OF THE PROBLEM AND A BI G PART OF THE 

POTENTI AL SOWTI ON. 
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APPROXI MATELY ONE OUT OF EVERY TEN AMERI CANS LI VES 

HERE IN CALIFORNIA. YOU HAVE THE LARGEST OF ALL DELEGATIONS IN 

THE CONGRESS AND THE LARGEST NUMBER OF ELiGI BLE VOTERS OF ANY STATE 

I N THE NATION. 

CALI FORN I A NOT INVOLVE~ THAT I S NONSENSE. 
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THE FACT I S THAT WE CAN'T FIGHT INFLATI ON WI THOUT 


CALIFORNIA. AI~D CALIFORNIA CAN'T FIGHT INFLATION IF A SPENDTHRIFT 

NEW GOVERNOR I S LET LOOSE I N SACRAMENTO TO PLUNGE THE STATE BACK INTO 

DEBT AND DRIVE THE COST OF GOVERNMENTUIPWARD. 

- 30 ­

SO MY MESSAGE TO YOU TODAY I S A SIMPLE ONE, AND ONE 

THAT I HOPE YOU WILL PASS ON TO ALL OF YOUR FRIENDS. REMEMBER WHAT 

I S AT STAKE NEXT TUESDAY. REMEMBER HOW MUCH YOU WI LL PAY -­

HOW MUCH AMERICA WILL PAY -- IF BIG SPENDERS GET STRANGLE-HOLD 

ON THE CONGRESS AND A FOUR-YEAR LEASE ON THE GOVERNOR'S MANSION IN 

SACRAMENTO. 
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All AROUND THE COUNTRY, THE POllSTERS, THE PUND ITS 

AND THE POLITICIANS Will BE WATCHING CALIFORNIA FOR A SIGN, AN 

OMEN, OF POLITI CAL THI NGS TO COME .. 
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I F WE CAN START TO WHI P I NFLATI ON I N CALI FORNIA HERE 

AND NOW -- BY REJECT ING BIG SPENDERS AND ELECT ING RESPONS I BlE 

CAND IDATES -- THEN WE CAN WI NTHE SAME BAfflE AGAI NAND AGAI N, 

I N STATE AFTER STATE AND NATI ONWI DE. 
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THE KEY TO IT ALL IS WITHI N EASY REACH. ALL YOU 

HAVE TO DO I S REACH OUT AND PULL THE RI GHT LEVER I N YOUR VOll NG BOOTH 

TO HELP AMERICA BACK ON COURSE. • 
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GOOD LEADERSHI PIS THE ANSWER. I AM DOl NG MY VERY 

BEST TO GI VE IT TO YOU I N THE WHITE HOUSE. BOB MATHIAS I S DOl NG 

IT I N THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES AND Hd.FLOURNOY CAN DO 

IT 11\1 SACRAMENTO. 
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BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT LEADERSHI P OF ALL I S YOUR 

LEADERSHI P -- THE LEADERSHI P YOU EXERT WHEN YOU CAST YOUR VOTE -­

BUT ONLY WHEN YOU CAST IT. 
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NEXT TUESDAY I S ONE OF THE GREATEST OPPORTUNI TI ES IN 

YOUR LI FETI ME TO EXERCI SE THAT LEADERSHI PIN A CRUCIAL, 

DECISIVE WAY. 
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I URGE YOU -- NOT FOR THE SAKE OF ONE PARTY OR THE OTHER, 

BUT FOR THE SAKE OF AMERI CA -- TO BE A LEADER NEXT TUESDAY. 

USE YOUR VOl CE AND YOUR VOTE TO REELECT THE KI ND OF MEN AND WOMEN 

TO PU BLI C OFFI CE WHO WI LL BRI NG OUT THE BEST IN THI S GREAT COUNTRY 

OF OURS. 
# # # 




