
The original documents are located in Box 2, folder “10/16/74 - South Dakota Republican 
State Central Committee Rally (Draft only, no reading copy)” of the President’s Speeches 

and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



SOUTH DAKOTA REPUBLICAN STATE 


CENTRAL COMMITIEE RALLY 


SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA, OCTOBER 16, 1974 


IT IS GOOD TO BE BACK IN SOUTH DAKOTA. I ES PEC IALLY 

ENJOY IT HERE BECAUSE OF MOUNT RUSHMORE. THERE ARE FOUR FACES 

SCU LPTED OI\J THAT GREAT NAT IONAL MOI\JUMENT. ONE I S A FEDERALI ST. 

ONE I S A DEMOCRAT. AND TWO ARE HI STOR ICAL PILLARS OF THE 

~ 
REPUBLICAN PARTY. TH IS I S THE KIND OF POLIT ICAL BREAKDOWN THAT 

I LI KE I N SOUTH DAKOTA. DON'T YOU AGREE? 
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I AM MOST PLEASED TO BE ON THE SAME PLATFORM WITH 

SOME TRULY FINE PEOPLE WHO FIT THE TRAD ITION OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

AND TEDDY ROOSEVELT -- PEOPLE LI KE JIM ABDNOR, LEO THORSI\lESS, 
-

JOHN OLSON, AND LARRY PRESSLER. 
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LEO THORSI~ESS MENTIONED TO ME EARLIER THAT THE 

HUNT ING SEASOI~ OPENED HERE I N SOUTH DAKOTA lAST SATURDAY -­

AND, BY COINCIDENCE, YOU MIGHT HAVE SEEN IN THE NEWSPAPERS AND 

ON TV, THE WH ITE HOUSE HAS A NEW ADD IT 101~. MY DAUGHTER, SUSAI~ 

AND OUR WH ITE HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHER, DAVE KENNER~¥;' GOT TOGETHER 

AND SUR PR ISED ME WITH AN EIGHT-MONTH OLD GOLIl:N-RElR IEVER. 

AI~D liD LIKE TO TELL YOU THE STORY OF HOW SUSAN AND DAVE BOUGHT 

TH IS DOG. 

• 
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THEY CALLED UP A VERY HIGHLY RECOMMEr\IDED KENI~EL AND 

SA I D THEY WANTED TO GET A GOLDEN RETR lEVER. THE OWNER OF THE 

I([NNEL SAID FINE. WHO WILL THE OWNER BE? AND THEY SAID, 

IT'S A SURPRISE -- THEY'D LIKE TO KEEP IT A SECRET. WELL, THE 

KENNEL OWNER SAID HE DIDN'T SELL DOGS THAT WAY. HE WOULD HAVE 

TO KNOW THE mOG WAS GO ING TO A GOOD HOME. 

• 
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SO SUSAN AND DAVE ASSURED H1M THAT IT WOULD BE. 

THEY EXPLAINED THAT THE PARENTS ARE FR IEI~DLY, MIDDLE-AGED, AND 

LIVE IN A BIG WH ITE HOUSE WITH A FENCE AROUND IT. 

THE KENNEL OWNER SAID, "GOOD. DO THEY OWN OR 

RENT?" SUSAN AND DAVE THOUGHT A MOMENT AND SAID, "WELL, YOU 

MIGHT SAY IT'S PUBLIC HOUS ING. II 

P'" 

/I 
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THE KENI~EL OWI~ER SAID, "OKAY. NOW TH IS IS A BIG DOG 

WHO'S GONI~A EAT A LOT. DOES THE FATHER HAVE A STEADY JOB?II 

WELL -- THERE THEY WERE STUCK FOR AN ANSWER. 

• 
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I HAD THE OPPORTUN ITY TO CO~IFER WITH JilM ABDNOR AS 


WE FLEW OUT HERE ON AIR FORCE ONE -- AND I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT 


SOUTH DAKOTA IS FORTUNATE TO HAVE H1M II~ CONGRESS. HE IS A 

FIGHTER -- FOR THE FARMERS AND FOR THE TAXPAYERS. HE STANDS 
-

FOR HIGH PR INC I PLES AND ENERGET IC EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF 

SOUTH DAKOTANS. I'M GLAD TO BE IN HIS CORNER. I KNOW HE IS IN 

MINE. I URGE YOU TO SEND H1M BACK TO WASH INGTON. 

• 
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ONETHINGWE KNOW ABOUT LEOTHORSI~ESS. HE IS NOT 

ONLY A FIGHTER -- HE IS A STROI~G MAN WITH A STRONG BACKGROUND TO-
SERVE THE PEOPLE OF TH IS GREAT STATE. AND I KNOW TH IS, TOO: 


I CAN COUNT ON H1M TO KEEP AN EYE ON THE WAY YOUR MONEY WILL BE 

SPENf IN WASHINGTOI~ -- TO BE A FULL-TIME FIGHTER AGAINST II~FLATIOI~ 
.. --

Ol~ A YEAR-IN AND 'fEAR-OUT BAS IS INSTEAD OF ONCE EVERY SIX YEARS -­
,. 

AT ELECTION TIME. 
) 

/I 
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THERE'S ANOTHER SOUTH DAKOTAN WE NEED IN CONGRESS --

URRy PRESSLER, YOUR CAND IDATE FOR THE HOUSE FROM THE FIRST 

• 
D I STR ICT. THE ELECT ION OF LEO AND LARRY WILL BR ING • TO FU LL 

STRENGTH THIS STATE'S REPUBLICAN CONTINGENT IN THE CONGRESS. 

• 
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AT THE STATE LEVEL, JOHN OLSON WILL MAKE. AN ... 

OUTSTAND ING GOVERNOR. HIS EXPER IENCE AS EXECUT IVE D I RECTOR OF 

•
THE SOUTH DAKOTA RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION AND 

EARLIER AS STATE HIGHWAY DIRECTOR HAS PROVIDED HIM WITH A 

KNOWLEDGE AND KNOW-HOW THAT MAKES H1M UN IQUELY QUALIFIED TO LEAD 

TH I S STATE FOR THE NEXT FOUR YEARS. I URGE YOU TO ELECT HIM. 

/I 
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NOW LET ME GET INTO WHY I AM HERE TODAY. I AM HERE 

TODAY FOR TWO REASONS: FIRST, THE AMER ICAN PEOPLE HAVE A 

• 
RIGHT TO SEE THEIR PRESIDENT alIT DEFENDING WHAT HE BELIEVES I~ 


THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO SEE HIM EXPLAINING TO THE PEOPLE OF 


SOUTH DAKOTA mSOUTH DAKOTA WHAT HAPPENS IN WASH INGTON, D. C. 


I CAN ASSURE YOU IT IS REFRESH ING FOR ME TO SEE THE NATION 


OUT OF SOME OTHER WINDOW THAN THE ONE IN WASHINGTON. 


• 
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THE SECOND REASON TI=IAT I AM IIERE I S CQ~~ECTED W~TH 

T~~ ~IRST R~{U;ON. I AM PROUD TO DEFEND MY PROGRAMS AND TO 

MEET THE PEOPLE OF AMER ICA. BUT I NEED" HELP. I NEED THE 

HELP OF INFlATION-CUTTERS LI KE JIM ABDNOR. 1NEED THE HELP OF 

TOUGH-MINDED MEN LIKE LEO THORSNESS WHO WILL HELP BRING A. ~ 

B I PART ISAN TONE TO AMER ICA I S FORE IGN POll CY. AND SO I AM HERE 

TO ASK YOU -- AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH SAKOTA -- TO HELP OUR 

CAND 1DATES TH I S YEAR• 

• 
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1NEED HELP IN SOLV ING THE PROBLEMS OF HIGH PR ICES, 

OF UNEMPLOYMENT, OF ASSUR ING ADEQUATE ENERGY SU PPLIES. 

THAT I S WHY I ADDRESSED THE CONGRESS JUST OVER A WEEK AGO AND 

SUBMITTED A DETAILED 31-POINT PROGRAM WHICH REPRESENTS 

COMB INATIONS OF THE BEST TH II\JKING THAT AMER ICA HAS TO OFFER. 

/I 
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I NEED ASS ISTANCE TO GET THESE PROGRAMS THROUGH THE 

CONGRESS. EVERY DAY THAT WE WA IT IS JUST ONE MORE DAY THAT 

• 
WE HAVE ALLOWED INFLAT ION TO CREEP AHEAD. 

THERE IS SO MUCH TO DO. I HAVE ASSURED THE-
FARMERS OF TH I S AND EVERY STATE THAT THEY WILL HAVE ALL THE FUEL 

F 

AND FERTILIZER THEY NEED TO HARVEST THEIR BOUNTIFUL FARM CROPS. 

• 




- 16 ­

I WOULD LIKE TO REASSURE YOU ON ANOTHER POINT: 

I AM VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED TO ANY ADDITIONAL FEDERAL TAX ON 

• 
GASOLINE. WE WANT TO KEEP THIS COUNTRY ROLLING -- NOT PARKED 

ON A DEAD-END~REm v-tI '-<.. ~ 

~ ~ h r-t -:.4. (~l)/'t\ 
~ ~~ '7 
~ r;: -rLTh_t.,.. 

~ II ., 

1J~~r;::i. 
~h 

~1- i-;./~ 

~r~ 


" 
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WE ALL KNOW THAT PRODUCT IV ITY I S THE KEY TO GETT ING 

A STRANGLE-HOLD ON INFLATION. IF ALL ASPECTS OF OUR ECONOMY 

FUNCTIONED WITH THE EFFICIENCY AND ALMOST MIRACULOUS OUTPUT 

OF THE AMERICAN FARMER, I AM CONVINCED THAT INFLATION WOULD 

BE A PROBLEM OF MUCH SMALLER PROPORTIONS. 

" 




-- -
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RURAL AMER ICA HAS BLAZED THE WAY TO A HIGHER STANDARD 

OF L'ttVING FOR THE UNITED STATES, rF NOT THE ENTrRE WORLD. 

AND YET, TH r S GREEN REVOLUT ION HAS NOT SPREAD ITS BENEF ITS 

EVENLY ACROSS THE VAST FARMLANDS OF AMER rCA. THERE MUST BE 

ANOTHER GREEN REVOLUTrON FOR THE MEN.. AND WOMEN WHO DRAW 

THErR LIVELIHOOD FROM THE sorL -- A GREEN REVOLUTrON THAT 

PROMISES THEM~tiUATE RETURN AND AFAIR PROFIT ON THEIR TIME, 
&, J1"""'III: 

LAND, INVESTMENT AND LABOR. .. 

• 
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I PROMISE YQJ THAT THE PROBlEMS AND CONCERNS OF 

THE PEOPlE OF RURAL AMER ICA WILL I\JOT BE BUR lED UNDER THE CONCRETE 

OF BIG-C ITY II\JTERESTS. 

I AM PARTICULARLY DISTURBED BY THE WASTEFUL PROTEST 

SLAUGHTERING OF CALVES IN WISCONSIN AT A TIME WHEN WE ARE TRYING 

TO INCREASE THE FOOD SUPPLY. YET I RECOGNIZE THE FRUSTRATION 

THAT PROMPTED TH IS SHOCKING DEMONSTRATION. BUT THEIR ACTIONS 

CONTR IBUTE NOTH ING TOWARD A SOLUT ION TO TH I S PROBlEM OR TO THE 

PROBLEM OF INFLAT ION WH ICH WE ALL FACE. 

" 
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I AM AWARE OF THE COST-PR ICE SQUEEZE IN WH ICH 

LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS AND FEEDERS FIND THEMSELVES. I HAVE 

I WILL MEET W-;;;;rREQUESTED A FULL REPORT ON TH IS SITUATION. 

TH~ WEEKS AT THE WH ITE HOUSE WITH FARMERS AND 

RANCHERS TO SEEK THE I R SOLUT ION. 

" 
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I AM DISTURBED BY THE DISPAR ITY BETWEEN THE REDUCED 

EARNINGS OF THE CAn"LE GROWERS AND THE HIGHER PRICES CHARGED 

TO CONSUMERS THROUGHOUT THE NATION. I AM ASKING THE NEW 

COUNC ILON WAGE-PR ICE STAB ILlTY TO EXAMINE THE REASONS BEH IND 

TH IS GAP BETWEEN WHAT IS PAID TO THE FARMER AND WHAT MUST BE 

PAID ON THE OTHER END OF THE LINE BY THE IND IVIDUAL CONSUMER. 

SOMETH ING IS OBVIOUSLY \J\RONG. I INTEND TO DO WHAT I CAN TO 

RESOLVE TH IS SITUATION. 

• 
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THE LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS OBVfOUSLY CANNOT TOLERATE 

A S fTUAT ION fN WH ICH CALVES COST MORE TO RA ISE THAN THEY BR fNG 

AT THE MARKET. BUT THERE fS CERrAfl\JLY A BETTER WAY OF 

REDRESS ING GR fEVANCES THAN BY THE DRAST fC AND WASTEFUL 

DESTRUCTfON OF OUR FOOD SUPPLY. 

" 
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THERE'S ANOTHER PROBlEM WH ICH CONCERNS ME GREATLY - ­

THE TREMEI\JDOUS COST -PR ICE SQUEEZE IN WH ICH AMER ICA'S DA IRYMEN 

FIND THEMSELVES. I MET LAST FRIDAY AT THE WHITE HOUSE WITH A 

REPRESENTAT IVE GROU POF DA IRY FARMERS AND CONGRESS IONAl lEADERS 

WHO OUTLINED THE PROBlEM VERY EFFECT IVElY. 

" 
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I AM VERY SYMPATHETIC WITH THEIR PROBLEM. 

I UNDERSTAND THE COI\JCERN OF DOMEST IC DA IRY PRODUCERS THAT 

THE UN ITED STATES DAIRY SUPPORT PR ICE SYSTEM SHOULD NOT BE -
ALLOWED TO BE UNDERMINED BY EFFORTS OF FOREIGN DAIRY PRODUCERS -­

-
SOME OF WHOM ARE SEEKING TO SH 1FT THE BURDEN OF THE IR OWN 

COST-PRICE PROBLEMS ONTO THE U. S. MARKET, AIDED BY ART1F.ICIAL 

INCENTIVES FROM THEIR GOVERNMENTS• 

• 
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BECAUSE OF MY CONCERN ABOUT THE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 

DAIRYMEN ARE FACING, I AM TODAY ANI~OUNCING THAT NO ACTION WILL 
t ..., 

BE TAKEN TO CHANGE THE PRESEI~T SYSTEM OF DAIRY IMPORT QUOTAS 

WITHOUT iKTHOROUGH REV lEW OF MARKET COND IT IONS AND FULL 
.. 

OPPORTUN ITY FOR OUR DA IRY PRODUCERS TO BE HEARD AT THAT TIME. 

-

" 
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I AM CONV II~CED THAT OVER THE LONG HAUL THE AMER ICAN 

FARMER CAN COMPETE AGA INST AI~Y FARM PRODUCER IN THE WORLD, 

I LOOK FORWARD TO NEGOT IAT IONS WITH OTHER NAT IONS WH ICH WILL 

ACH IEVE AI~ UND ISTORTED AI~D FA fR DA IRY MARKET WORLD-W IDE. 

" 
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THESE ARE SOME OF THE REASONS I AM HERE -- TO 


LISTEN TO WHAT YOU HAVE TO SAY AND TO DISCUSS MY VIEWS WITH YOU. 

I AM ALSO HERE TO ENLIST YOU IN THE WIN PROGRAM. ISNIT IT TIME 

TO WH I P INFLATION NOW? THE PEOPLE OF THE PLAINS HAVE ALWAYS 

BEEN STRONG. YOUR EFFORTS HELPED PULL AMER ICA OUT OF A 

DEPRESS ION, HELPED DEFEND IT IN WAR, HELPED TO KEEP THE PEACE THAT 

WE HAVE NOW AnA INED AFTER SO MANY YEARS OF CONFLICT. THAT IS 

WHY I AM CONVINCED WE ARE GOING TO WIN AGAIN• 

• 
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THIS IS I~OT AI~Y EASY TIME FOR AMERICA. GREAT 


CHALLEI~GES HAVE I~EVER BEEN EASY. 

LET ME SHARE ANOTHER CONCERN OF MINE WITH YOU -­

THE EROS ION OF THE TWO PARTY SYSTEM IN TH IS COUNTRY. THERE MUST 

BE BALAI~CE. THERE MUST BE PERSPECTIVE. THERE MUST BE 

COOPERATION AND SHARING. AND ABOVE ALL, THERE MUST BE A 

STRONG TWO PARTY SYSTEM. 

" 
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THAT'S ANOTHER REASON I CAME TO SOUTH DAKOTA -­

TO HELP PRESERVE 200 YEARS OF AMER ICAN TRAD iliON, TO HELP 

MAINTAIN INTACT OUR SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES AND TO HELP 

MAKE SURE 'vREPRESENTAT IVE GOVERNMENT IN AMER ICA STAYS 

REPRESENTAT IVE. 

" 
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LET ME CONCLUDE TODAY BY JUST REMIND ING REPUBLICANS, 

DEMOCRATS AND INDEPENDENTS ALIKE: CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS ARE 

WHAT AMER ICA I S ALL ABOUT. IT I S THE TIME TO ACCOUNT FOR THE 

STEWARD SH I P OF THOSE WHO SERVE THE PEOPLE. THERE I S NO GUN SD 

MIGHTY NOR FORCE SO POWERFUL AS THE QU lET StMBOLIC VOICE SPOKEN 

IN THE PR IVACY OF THE VOTII\JG BOOTH. IT IS THE OPPORTUN ITY, AND 

INDEED THE RES PONS I B I LlTY, OF EVERY CITIZEN TO BALANCE THE LEDGER 

SHEETS OF GOOD GOVERNMENT. 

• 




I KNOW WE WILL GET THE JOB DONE. WE WILL LICK 


INFLATION. WE WILL STRENGTHEN THE GREAT TWO-PARTY SYSTEM IN 

THE UNITED STATES. ANDWEWILLCONTII~UETO BUILD THE INTERNATIOI~AL 

PEACE WHICH WILL COME FROM BIPARTISAN COOPERATION IN THE HIGHEST 

COUNC ILS OF OUR GOVERNMENT. 

rnA" 5 WII t I AM H~~~ iOJAV. ; AM BiARd cAME. 

# *: 


" 
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AI\JD TO HELP ACCOMPLI SH ALL TH IS, WE I\IEED A STRONG, 

RESPONS IVE CONGRESS. AS ONE COMMENTATOR PUT IT ON 

TELEVISION LAST WEEK -- "I'M LOOKING FOR A CONGRESS THAT'LL 

PRA ISE THE LORD AND PASS THE LEG IS LAT ION!" 

# # # 

• 




THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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1£6 TI10~~~~55 ;olEr~TI6P~EB TO ,'AE EARLIER TH7\T TI1E 

~IUNTI~db ~1i4S0f)J OPF~IFD MIiR! IN SOl:JTII BAI~6TA lAST SATURBAV -­

ANS, BY (5QIPJSIQE~dGE, YOU MIGHT HAVE SEEN IN THE NEWSPAPERS AND 

ON TV, THE WH ITE HOUSE HAS A NEW ADD ITION. MY DAUGHTER, SUSAN 

AI\JD OUR WH ITE HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHER, DAVE KENNERLY, GOT TOGETHER 

AND SURPRISED ME WITH AN EIGHT-MONTH OLD GOLOCN RETRIEVER. 

AND liD LIKE TO TELL YOU THE STORY OF HOW SUSAN AND DAVE BOUGHT 

THIS DOG. 
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THEY CALLED UP A VERY HIGHLY RECOMMENDED KENNEL AND 

SAID THEY WANTED TO GET A GOLDEN RETR lEVER. THE OWNER OF THE 

KENNEL SA I D FINE. WHO WILL THE OWNER BE? AND THEY SA ID, 

IPS A SURPRISE -- THEY'D LIKE TO KEEP IT A SECRET. WELL, THE 

KENNEL OWNER SAID HE DIDN'T SELL DOGS THAT WAY. HE WOULD HAVE 

TO KNOW THE DOG WAS GOING TO A GOOD HOME. 

• 
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SO SUSAN AND DAVE ASSURED H1M THAT IT WOULD BE. 

THEY EXPLAINED THAT THE PARENTS AR~ FR IENDL:~IDDLE-A~ED•. AND 

• 

LIVE I NAB I G WH ITE HOU SE WITH A FENCE AROUND IT. 
-

THE KENNEL OWNER SA ID, "GOOD. DO THEY OWN OR 

RENT?" SUSAN AND DAVE THOUGHT A MOMENT AND SAID, YOU"WELL, .,.. -
MIGHT SAY IT'S PUBLIC HOUSING." 

, -

" 



i 
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THE KENNEL OWNER SAID, "OKAY. NOW THIS IS A BIG DOr-

WHO'S GONNA EAT A LOT. DOES THE FATHER HAVE A STEADY JOB?" 

WELL -- THERE THEY WERE STUCK FOR AN ANSWER. 

• 
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NEEDI£SS TO SAY, THEY GOT THE DOG AND, VERY 

APPROPRIATE TO THE SPIRIT OF THE BICENTENNIAL, WE'VE NAMED HER 

LIBERTY. A REPORTER ASKED MY DAUGHTER SUSAN WHO'S GOING 

TO TAKE CARE OF LI BERTY? WHO'S GO ING TO FEED HER AND GROOM HER 

AND TAKE HER OUT IN THE MORN ING AND AT NIGHT? AND SUSAN DIDN'T 

HESITATE A MINUTE SHE SAID, "DADDY!" 

SO I HAVE A FEELING THIS IS ONE LIBERTY THAT'S GOING TO 

COST ME SOME OF MINE 

" 





