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GREETINGS FOR RADIO-TV CORRESPOI~DENTS ASSOCIATIDrJ 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 


SEPTEMBER III 1974 


I WOULD MUCH RATHER BE BRINGING YOU THIS GREETING IN PERSDrJ 

INSTEAD OF ON FILM. IT'S BEEN FAR TOO LONG SINCE I'VE HAD ACHANCE 

TO MEET WITH YOU. I RErvlEMBER WELL THAT 1968 LOS ANGELES CONFERENCE 

WHEN YOU ASKED ME TO DISCUSS THE LEGISLATIVE PLANS OF THE NEWLY 

ELECTED REPUBLICAN ADr1INISTRATION. ALOT HAS HAPPENED SINCE THEN. 
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AN~NPREDlCTABLE AS THE FUTURE CAN BE, I CAN TELL 


YOU ONE TH HlG FOR SURE ABOUT fl1Y NEW JOB. TO TilE BEST OF MY AB ILITY 

TO MAKE IT SOJ THIS WILL BE AN OPEN ADMINISTRATION. AND THAT 

MEANS OPEN TO ALL NEWSMEN . 

• 
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YOU AND YOUR ORGANIZATION CAN PERFO~' AVITAL SERVICE 


FOR THOSE OF US IN GOVERNMENT. THROUGH YOUR QUESTIONS AND 

#4 

REPORTS, HE GET AHEALTH OF INFORMATION FED BACK TO US ABOUT 


~IHAT PEOPLE ARE TIIINKHIG -- WHAT THEIR CONCERI~S ARE\THEIR IIO~ 

AND ASPIRATIONS.- AND THIS IS EVEIJ f'10RE Ir~PORTANT TO ME AS PRESIDErn 
- . 

THAN IT HAS BEEN IN THE PAST . 

• 
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THE ~1E~1BERS OF YOUR ORGAN IZATI ON KNOW SE) WELL THE 


COMMUNITIES AND THE PEOPLE THEY SERVE. OVER THE YEARS J I VIAS ABLE 

TO PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO THE WORK OF TWO OF YOUR MEMBERS -

THE LATE DICK CHEVERTON AT HOTV AND THAT OF JACK HOGAN AT WZZf"1-TV 

IN GRAND RAPIDS. THEIR WORK AND THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN COMMUNITY 

PROBLEMS AND PROJECTS PROVIDE ELOQUENT TESTIMONY TO THE DEDICATION 

OF YOUR MEMBERS. 

• 
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I BELIEVE THE NEHS r'1EDIA CONCERrJ HITH CO~1r1UNITY AFFAIRS 

IS Ii1PORTANT . HALF-JOKINGLY" I HAVE URGED VJASHINGTON CORRESPONDENTS 

".., 
TO GO BACK TO THEI RHDr-'lE TOVJNS PO SIX MONTHS AYEAR -- TO GET 

" A 
REACQUAINTED WITH WHAT THE PEOPLE THERE ARE THINKING AND DOING. 

BY THE SAME TOKEN J I SUGGEST IT MIGHT BE PROFITABLE FOR YOU WHO WORK 

OUTSIDE WASHINGTON TO SPEND AFEVJ ~lONTHS IN OUR CAPITAL EVERY SO 

OFTErl. WE ALL HOliLD BE!lEFIT FRO~1 SUCf! AN EXCHANGE OF IDEAS\ 

ATTITUDES Arm\XPERIENCES • 

• 
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AS YOU MAY KNOWJ MOST OF OUR WHITE HOUSE PRESS STAFF ARE 

EXPERIENCED JOURNALISTS. ONE OF THEMJ BILL ROBERTS J SERVED AS 

PRESIDENT OF YOUR ORGANIZATION. • I KNOW THAT TO THE BEST OF THEIR 

ABILITIES THEY vlILL DO WHAT THEY CAN TO HELP YOU. AND VJHILE 

SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT GOVERNr1Ern AND THE NEWS ~1ED IA AREJ I N A 

SEfJSEJ ADVERSARIESJ I HOPE WE CAN ALHAYS REf'1AIN FRIENDLY-
ADVERSARIES. 

• 
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I TRUST YOUR CONFERENCE WILL PROVE STH1ULATING AND 

PROFESSIONALLY HELPFUL. I CONGRATULATE YOUR PRESIDENT, 

Tm-' FRAHLEY J ON COMPLETION OF A SUCCESSFUL YEAR AND WISH YOUR NEH 

PRESIDENT AND OFFICERS WELL IN MEETING AND SURMOUNTING THE CHALLENGES 

AND CONCERNS OF THE BROADCAST JOURrJALISTS. 
= - ~ 

THANK YOU. 
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