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Q~ .V:~ 
PITTSBURGH COilFERENCE 011 URBAN TRANSPORTATIDrI t/j ~~ 

PITTSBURG~L PENNSYLVAN I A 

MONDAY I SEPTEMBER 91 1974 
I ~tJ;;tJ 

~R~~
THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME. 

I AM TOLD THAT S0f'1E PEOPLE I i~ EUROPE HEARD ABOUT r1w 

NDr11NATION OF GOV. ROCKEFELLER Arm CONCLUDED THAT vlE HAD SOLVED 

OUR TRANSPORTATION PROBLEf1S. THE EUROPEANS SAID THft.T WE NOW HAVE
• 

A COMBINATION OF A FORD --- WHO ~lAKES AUTor'10BILES --- AND A ROCKEF[LLER -- ­---. ­
WHO MAKES GASOLINE. 

• 
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Hl ANY EVENT J YOU ARE INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITIES ON URBAN 

tiZ~~F&wfl'"1 
TRANSPORTATION. YOU KNOW THAT \~E HAVE TOO ~1ArlY AUTOf10BIEES --- AND ~ 

cj;~;""rf.&el J7i6 ~A N/~ ~W. 
NOT ENOUGH GASOL r~. SO IT IS ~ GO AHEAD WITH THIS CONFERENCE. 

EVEN THOUG~i I AM NOT IN THE TRANSPORTATION BUSINESS J I . .. 

AM DEDICATED TO THE REVIVAL OF EFFICIENT TRANSPORTATION IN OUR GREAT 

URBArl CENTERS. PITTSBURG~L HHERE HE ARE ~1EETINGJ HAS DONE A 

PARTICULARLY GOOD JOB. 

/I 
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YOUR THEME -- MARKETING URBAN RENAISSANCE --- IS 

APPROPRIATE, ALL OF OUR CITIES ARE OBSERVING THE HORK YOU ARE 

DOING HERE. 

• 
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THE RELATIOnSHIP BETWEEN URBAN REGENERATION AND 
-d 

TR8[JSPORTATIml IS EXTREMELY CLOSE. Ar10NG OUR MOST PRESSING 

URBAN PROBLE~1S IS TRANSPORTATIm:' -- ESPECIALLY THE AUTOr10BILE. 

FOR THE LAST 25 YEARS J AUTOf10BI LES HAVE BEEfJ THE f'10ST H1PORTAr~T 

FACTOR IN SHAPING URBAN canERS AND EXPArmING SUBURBS • 

• 
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THERE ARE Sor'lE 100 MILL ION AUTO~1OB I LES ON NEARLY 4 

r~ILLION r'lILES OF AMERICAN STREETS AND HIGHHAYS. THAT MAKES ONE CAR 


FOR EVERY THO Ar1ERICANS. AND MO'ST OF THOSE 100 MILLION CARS ARE 
If 

~, 
IN OUR HAY HHEN WE TRY TO DRIVE Sm1EWIIERE • 

• 
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MANY AMERICANS HAVE MOVED TO SUBURBS WHERE THERE IS LESS 

TRAFFIC. BETTY AND I CAN VOUCH FOR THE RESTFUL SUBURB.~N LIFE. 

WE R~.ISED OUR FA~lILY IN ALEXANDRIA J VIRGINIA J JUST OUTSIDE 

WASHIr~GTON. FRANKLY J I f11SS IT -- ESPECIALLY f1Y BACKY~,RD SYJIf1f,lING 

POOL. 

• 




~ -7­

-r;kuJ~ 
~ ..B.I1r SUBURBAN POPULATION GREW FASTER THAN OUR CENTRAL CITY 

4 

POPULATION. Ary1ERICArJS BY THE f11LLIDrlS DROVE TO AND FRor1 ~JORK. 

~10ST TOOK TO THE ROAD APPROXH1ATELY THE SAME TIME OF DAY AS 

'[j~( 
EVERYONE ELSE. I ADfilIRE THE FORTITUDE AND DRIVING SKILL OF AMERICAns 

t1 

WHO ARE ON TU1E WITHOUT POLl CE AND SECRET SERVI CE ESCORTS. .. 

• 
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I'~1 SURE EVERYONE HERE HAS BEEN CAUGHT IN RUSH-HOUR 


TRAFFIC JA~1S.. I Kt·!OH I HAVE} r1ANY TIMES -- EVEN HITH THE SECRET 

SERVICE TO GUIDE ME. SITTING IW BUMPER-TO-BUMPER TRAFFIC HAS 

BECOME AWAY OF LIFE TO MANY AMERICANS. I REMEMBER WHEN I WAS A 

CONGRESSf1A1L AND ASKED ANEW YORK CITY POLICEMAN THE BEST ~/f\Y TO 

GET TO BROOKLYN. AND HE WAS VERY BLUNT ABOUT IT. "BUDDY}" HE SAID}.. 
"THE BEST WAY TO GET TO BROOKLYN IS TO BE BORN THERE." 

• 
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Ar"ERICA r1UST HAVE BEITER SOLUTIOnS. THAT'S HHAT THIS 

CONFERENCE IS ALL ABOUT. SOLUTIONS MUST BE FOUND FOR THE 

GROHING PROBLEMS OF CONGESTION ~ND POLLUTImL CHALLEI~GES NOW 

COMPLICATED BY ENERGY CONSERVATION • 

• 
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AS A MICHIGANDER vlITH THE NAME OF FORD} YOU CAN ,BE SURE 'I_TrJ.) 

u' d{~~ 
I'M NOT GOING TO Sr,y ANY UNKHlD THINGS ABOUT AUTOMOBILES. B~T 

~ 

EXCESSIVE USE OF CARS IN DENSE URBAN AREAS INCREASES POLLUTION 
PI _,__ 

LEVELS~CAUSES JAMMED TRAFF~C~MASSIVE HEADAC~S AND THE PUMPER-T2; 

BUMPER TIE-UPS BURrJ TOO j\1UCII SCARCE AND EXPEtJS IVE FUEL.-

• 
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JJV 

LAST WINTER'S ENERGY CRISIS DROVE HO~'E A r1ESSAGE: 

4 

WE MUST MAKE MAJOR PROGRESS IN IMPROVING URBAN TRANSIT. WE MUST . ;~~ 
f10VE PROMPTLY. WELL-PLANNED ACT10N IS ESSENTIAL. 

aCZkJ~ 
PRIORITIES MUST BE CAREFULLY LAID OUT. IF THERE IS TO 

/I 

BE A "RErJAISSANCE" OF URBAN TRANSPORTATIorL THAT RENAISSANCE ~lUST 

BE BUILT ON SOLID CONCEPTS • 

• 
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WE MUST ADDRESS OURSELVES TO THE HIGH PRIORITY NEED FOR 
",• 

ACTION TO HALT THE DECLINE WHICH liAS DEVELOPED OVER THE PAST DECADE 
p 

H-;t-~~ 
HJ EXISTInG URBAN TRANSIT SYSTEr,'S. 

1 

• 
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PROGRE~G MADE. THE APPROXIr1ATELY 750 SEPARATE 
/I ­

CAPITAL GRA~lTS -- TOTALLING ~10RE THAI'J $3 BILLIDrJ SINCE 1970 - ­
I 

WHICH THE FEDERAL URBAN f-1ASS TRANSPORTATION ADMIfHSTRATION r1ADE TO 

tir 1; 
OUR CITIES BUY BUSES AND ADD URBAN AND COMMUTER RAIL SYSTEMS 

A A 

HAS CERTAINLY HELPED. t·1ASS TRANSIT RIDERSHIP Hl THE U.S. T~IIS 
rd' 

pi 

YEAR HAS RISEN ABOVE LAST YEAR I S LEVEL -- THE FI RST TIr'IE SUCH AN 

I NCREASE HAS TAKEN PLACE SINCE THE END OF HORLD vJAR I I. 

• 




- 14 ­

OUR nATIOn Hft,S TO DEVELOP URBAi~ TRAIlSIT SYSTEf'1S THAT -

PEOPLE HANT TO USE. UNTIL \'IE DEVELOP SYSTENS THAT OFFER THE 

SOilVENIEiKE,~or1FORT¥tlD RELIAEILITY EXPECTED FROM OUR CARS, 

TRANS IT SERVI CE HI LL CONT I :JUE TO BE UrlDER-USED. 
--' 

THAT I S HRY I DELI EVE T~I IS CONFERENCE) HIT~! ITS ACCEnT O~l 

"TRAi'~SIT MARKETING) II IS RIGHT ON TARGET. . ' 

• 
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4w-tt.~~1~ 
l"10ST AM~-I CANS HAVE SIr1PLY NOT BOUGHT TilE COnCEPT OF 

11 

PUBLIC TRANSIT. UNLIKE THE APPEALING Arm HEAVILY-USED f1ASS 

TRA: ISIT OF C I TIES LI KE LONDOll,y~.~.!~:\MmITREA~\~l~1 yrm r'l:SC~, 

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION HERE IS COI~SIDERED BY r'1OST Ar;1ERICAi~S AS A 

PAINFUL LAST-RESORT. 

,. 
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LET US TAKE ALEAF FRDr'1 THE BOOK OF THE AUTOf"lOTIVE 

INDUSTRY. WE MUST COMPETE WITH THE AUTOMAKERS IN THE EFFECTIVE 

PRO~10TI ON OF PRODUCTS -\ III THE 1 R 'IMAG lilATI2fl\ENTERPR1SE AND f1ARKETI NG 

SKILLS. THERE IS NO GROUP OF t;1EN A!m HOMEr! BETTER QUALIFIED TO -
CARRY OUT THAT MISSION THAt4YOU HERE TODAY.--

II 
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AS vJE r~OVE TO If1PROVE OUR TRANS IT SYSTEr'1S 1 ~oJE MlJST rmT 

LOSE SIGHT OF mlE H1PORTANT FACT: THE AUTOt10BILE IS AND HILL 

cmnlNUE TO BE OUR CHIEF TRAI·JSPORTATION VEHICLE. THE AUTO~10BILE 

FITS Ar'1ERICA'S TRADITIONAL LIFE-STYLE. NO 1\1ATTER HOW PLUSH THE 

BUS 1 NO I~ATTER HOH COnFORTABLE THE TRAIfL AMERICANS WILL STILL 
¢1 

DRIVE THEIR CARS. AUTO~10BILES WILL BE WITH US FOR A LONG TII'1E TO 

COME. WHAT WE MUST DO IS TO LEARN HOW BEST TO LIVE WITH THEM ON 

THE URBAN SCENE.-

II 
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WE r1UST DEVELOP PLANN I NG PROCEDURES J TRANS IT PROGRAMS - ~ 

AND POLICIES THAT ARE SUFFICIENTLY FLEXIBLE TO MATCH THE DIVERSITY 
r<' 

OF OUR CITIES. THERE IS NO OIJE'/IBEST" TRANSIT SOLUTIOiJ THAT HILL 
~ ---------­..... 

FIT ALL CITIES. SO~lE ARE BETTER SUITED FOR BUS SYSTEMS\OTfIERS FOR 

SlIBWAYS\ FIXED GUIDEWAY SYSTEMS OR FOR COMBHIATIONS OF SERVICES, 

AND III DEVELOPING THESE SYSTEf'lS J LorJG-TEPJ!1 CONSIDERATIONS REQUIRE 

THAT TRANSPORTATION AND LAND-USE PLArHUNG BE CLOSELY COORDINATED. 

THIS J OF COURSE J CAN ONLY BE DONE LOCALLY. 
;# 

II 
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THERE I S A LEG ITH1ATE Arm r1/\JOR ROLE TO BE PLAYED BY 
4 La 

THE FEDERAL GOVERN~1ENT IrJ ASS IST I NG URBAN TRANS I T SYSTEr1S. BUT 

THAT ROLE MUST BE CARRIED OUT I~ PARTNERSHIP WITH STATES AND 

LOCALITIES. 

II 



--

-20- ?~~~~. 

~fWJWtuj;j~ .. 

HE WILL HELP WITH URBAN PLANNING AND WITH TRANSIT 
If 

TECHNOLOGY DEVELOpr1ENT. YET IT SHOULD BE CLEARLY mmERSTOOD THAT 

THE CHIEF OBJECTIVE OF DEPARTME~T OF TRAf'lSPORTATIorJ GRANT PROGRArI1S
• 

IS TO HELP CITIES SOLVE THEIR TRAr~SPORTATION PROBLEMS. IT IS rWT 

TO RESTRUCTURE Aim REBU I LD CIT IES • 

• 
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FEDERAL ASSISTANCE ~lUST BE PRIr'1ARILY DIRECTED AT FINDING 

COST-EFFICIENT SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM OF MOVING PEOPLE. IT MUST 

ONLY SECONDARILY BE VIEWED AS AjvlEANS TO STIMULATE URBAN-AREA-

ECONor11C GROWTH OR TO INCREASE CENTRAL CITY DENSITY. FEDERAL.. 

TAXPAYERS JUST CAN'T AFFORD TO PAY FOR THE VlHOLE PP.CKAGE. I WON'T 

ASK THEM TO DO SO. 

• 



--
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HASHINGTON WILL HELP WITH FUNDING) BUT THAT FUNDING SIr1PLY-
!'1UST HAVE REALISTIC RESTRAI!HS. THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE AS THE 

CONGRESS AND THE HHITE HOUSE JOrr~ AS INFLATION FIGHTERS IN A POLICY 

OF FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY. INVESTMENTS IN LOCAL MASS TRANSIT 

SYSTEr·1S r1UST HAVE REASONABLE COST-BEr·lEFIT RELATIONSHIPS. THE HOUSE­

PASSED FEDERAL r'1ASS TRANSPORTATION ACT OF 1974 PROPOSES $11 BI LLIO~L 

SPREAD OVER SIX YEARS) AN ABSOLUTE UPPER LIMIT DOLLAR N1OUNT. 
-d' 

• 
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~ ,r 
~ I HAVE A PROBLEf1 WITH THE PROGRAM STRUCTURE IN THE HOUSE 

A I -- ­

BILL AND ITS TREATMENT OF FEDERAL OPERATING ASSISTANCE FOR PUBLIC-
TRANSIT I 

A COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE WILL BE CONSIDERING A TRANSIT 

BILL HHOSE PROGRAM STRUCTURE IS SIiHLIAR TO THE ADMII~ISTRATlmJ/S 
/IJ~

&'1-' t,></f· 
TRANSIT PROPOSAL, I A~1 CONFIDErH THAT THIS PROBLEM CArl BE OVERCOf1E~ 

1/ 

" 




I 
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I HAVE OPPOSED TRANSIT OPERATING SUBSIDIES IN THE PAST 

BECAUSE OF MY STRONG BELIEF THAT SUCH A PROGRAr', WOULD LEAD THE 

. ~To~ 
FEDERAL GOVERNr~ENT UHO LOCAL ~RANSIT OPERATInG MATTERS. ALSO) 

7\ 

HAVE LEARNED FRO~1 r,w EXPERIENCE WITH OTHER FEDERP,L CATEGORICAL 

GRANT PROGRAf1S FOR OPERATHIG EXPENSES) THAT THESE FUNDS OFTEN 

DO NOT RESULT IN BETTER AND j\10RE SERVICE. INSTEAD THEY SIr1PLY 

RESULT IN GREATER COSTS Aim LESS EFFICIEfICY • 
• 

• 
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IT IS f'W CONCLUSIm~ THAT OUR CURRErn INFLEXIBLE URBM~ 
4 

r1ASS TRANSIT GRANT PROGRAlil ENCOURAGES STATES Arm CITIES TO ADOPT 

CAPITAL- INTENSIVE SOLUTIONS 1 SUCH AS SUBHAYS 1 AS A RESPOi~SE TO 

I&a~v~r~~~ 
.~. 

THEIR TRANSPORTATION PROBLEr'IS. ACCORDINGLY/. I AM SUPPORTIf~G 
t1 

SDr'1E LHlITED FEDERAL OPERATING ASSISTANCE SUCH AS THE PROPOSAL 
• 

SUB~lITTED TO CONGRESS LAST FEBRUARY BY THE ADr'1HlISTRATION. THIS 

WILL ALLOW A LHlITED PORTIOI"J OF FEDERAL URBfif'J TRANSIT FUNDS TO BE 

USED FOR OPERATING EXPENSES AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF A COf'1PREHENSIVE 

TRANSIT PROGRAr" AND AS A RESULT OF DECISIm~S BY LOCAL AND STATE OFFICIALS.-

" 
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THE KEY HERE IS THAT FEDERAL OFFICIALS ARE flOT INVOLVED 


H! THE CAPITAL-OPERATING TRADE-OFF; LOCAL OFFICIALS r'1AKE THAT. ­
DECISION. ALTHOUGH THE OPERATHIG ASSISTANCE PROVISIOilS OF THE 

HOUSE BILL DO NOT MEET THESE STANDARDS., TilE SENATE ~JILL HAVE A 

CHANCE TO CORRECT THIS DEFICIENCY. 

" 
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I AM CONVI NCED THAT WITH ENOUGH I~1AG IfIATI01~\ WITH 

ENOUGH DETERllINATIOIL~ND WITH A VERY C~REFUL ORDERING OF OUR 

PRIORITIES" HE CAN ACHIEVE OUR NATIONAL TRANSPORTATIOn GOALS. AND 

I Ar1 DETERrntlED THAT HE DO SO WITHOUT FURTHER FEEDING THE FIRES.­

OF INFLATION BY BUSTING THE FEDERAL BUDGET. 
~ - . 

• 
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lET ME lEAVE YOU WITH THIS THOUGHT: 

FROM THE EARLY DAYS OF THIS NATION 1 HE HAVE BEEN A nOBILE 

PEOPLE. WE CARVED CANALS OUT OF'THE COlHHRYSIDE TO CARRY ON 

CorI1f1ERCE. WE JOURNEYED WEST FOllmn NG THE ONLY ROAD r'1APS WE 

, KrJEH -- THE HAGON RUTS OF THOSE HHO HAD GONE BEFORE • 

• 
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TODAY" ~!ITH r10DERN rlETHODS OF f1OVEr'1Ern" ~lE HAVE ACHIEVED 

MIRACLES OF MOBILITY. BUT WE HAVE TO MAINTAIN AND EXPAND THE 

AVENUES OF ~10VEt1ENT FOR ALL Af1ER1CArJS. THE YlHEELS OF THIS IJATION
• 

CANNOT STOP TURN I NG -- ~nIETHER THEY f,RE ON CARS OR TRUCKS OR BliSES-
OR TRAI rlS OR PLANES. 

AS AMERICANS" WE MUST MOVE TOGETHER INTO THE FUTURE. WITH 

YOUR DEDICATED AND INSPIRED EFFORTS HERE THIS WEEK" YOU CAN MAKE 

THIS JOURNEY MEMORABLE. 

##### 

" 





