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WHITE HOUSE UNITED WAY MESSAGE, 1974

THANK YOU MR, KERR:

TONIGHT, I WOULD LIKE TO TALK WITH YOU ABOUT THE SPECIAL

CHALLENGE FACING THIS YEAR'S UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN IN YOUR COMMUNITY,

AND T AM SPEAKING AS ONE WHO HAS WORKED AS A UNITED WAY VOLUNTEER

IN MY OWN HOME TOWN, AS ONE WHO KNOWS WHAT THE UNITED WAY CAMPAIGH

CAN DO,



IN YOUR COMMUNITY, THE ONE ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FOR COMMUNITY
AGENCIES MAY STILL BE CALLED THE UNITED FUND OR THE COMMUNITY CHEST,
BUT THIS YEAR, A NEW SYMBOL FOR°SUCH CAMPAIGNS HAS BEEN ADOPTED.
(REFERS TO LOGO)
WE CALL IT THE UNITED WAY. THIS ONE EFFORT EACH YEAR TO RAISE FUNDS
TO HELP PEOPLE IN NEED IS OF VAST IMPORTANCE TO YOU AND TO YOUR

COMMUNITY -- AND TO THE NATION AS WELL.



THE UNITED WAY SYMBOLIZES THE BEST IN EACH OF US AND IN

EACH OF OUR COMMUNITIES. IT BRINGS TOGETHER MEN AND WOMEN FROM EVERY

PART OF THE COMMUNITY -- ALL WORKING TOGETHER TO HELP THOSE WHO NEED

HELP.,



THIS IS THE WAY TO HANDLE COMMUNITY PROBLEMS -- A UNIQUELY
AMERICAN WAY, WE CARE ABOUT OUR LESS FORTUNATE NEIGHBORS. WE ARE
WILLING TO WORK TO MAKE OUR COMMUNITIES BETTER. AND YOU IN YOUR
COMMUNITY KNOW FAR BETTER THAN ANYONE IN WASHINGTON WHICH OF YOUR
NEIGHBORS NEED HELP AND WHAT IS HEEDED TO MAKE YOUR COMMUNITY BETTER.
THAT'S WHY THE UNITED WAY SERVES SO WELL -- BECAUSE IT IS AN EFFORT
WITH A SPECIAL GOAL AND SPECIAL CAMPAIGN, DESIGNED FOR THE COMMUNITY

INVOLVED,



IT'S IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO DISCUSS EACH OF THOSE COMMUNITY
CAMPAIGNS AND PROBLEMS INDIVIDUALLY, BUT TONIGHT -- I WANT TO TALK
WITH YOU ABOUT THE URGENT NEED FOR YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR COMMUNITY'S

CAMPAIGH,



THE NATIONAL GOAL FOR THE UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN THIS YEAR IS

MORE THAN ONE BILLION DOLLARS: THE LARGEST GOAL OF ANY CAMPAIGN

IN OUR HISTORY, BUT IT IS A CRITICAL GOAL THIS YEAR, LAST YEAR,

YOUR UNITED WAY PLEDGE WITH THOSE OF OTHER AMERICANS HELPED 34 MILLION

FAMILIES, THAT'S A TREMENDOUSLY IMPRESSIVE TOTAL, BUT WE CAN'T

HELP THAT MANY FAMILIES THIS YEAR WITH THE AMOUNT OF MONEY WE PLEDGED

LAST YEAR, I THINK YOU KNOW THE REASON WHY,



THE SAME PROBLEM THAT PUT THE SQUEEZE ON YOUR FAMILY

BUDGET, AND WHICH IS THE NUMBER ONE CONCERN OF THIS ADMINISTRATION,

HAS HIT THE UNITED WAY, T0O, INFLATION HAS TAKEN ITS TOLL IN THE

VOLUNTARY SECTOR AS WELL.



LAST YEAR, FOR EXAMPLE, IN A TYPICAL COMMUNITY, THE UNITED WAY

COULD PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL CARE FOR A RETARDED CHILD FOR A LITTLE

MORE THAN SIX DOLLARS A DAY. THIS YEAR, IT COSTS TEN DOLLARS A DAY TO

PROVIDE THE SAME PROFESSIONAL CARE TO THE SAME CHILD. LAST YEAR, A

TYPICAL DAY CARE CENTER COULD CARE FOR A CHILD FOR TWENTY DOLLARS A

WEEK, THIS YEAR, IT COSTS THIRTY DOLLARS.

LAST YCAR, A HOT MEAL PROGRAM FOR SENIOR CITIZENS COST ONE

DOLLAR, NOW THAT SAME MEAL COSTS ONE DOLLAR AND A QUARTER.



THE PROBLEM IS -- WHERE INFLATION CAUSES YOU TO CUT BACK,

FOR THE SICK AND THE AGED AND THE DEPENDENT YOUNG, THERE IS NOTHING

LEFT TO CUT. THEY CANNOT AFFORD TO LOSE THE HELP THEY ARE NOW

RECEIVING, YOUR PLEDGE TO UNITED WAY IN YOUR COMMUNITY PROVIDES THE

MOST EFFECTIVE, ECONOMICAL AND EFFICIENT WAY TO PROVIDE THAT HELP,
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THE VOLUNTEER EFFORT OF THE UNITED WAY WORKERS INSURES
THAT MORE OF IQHB DOLLARS GO TO SERVE EEQEEE. YOUR PLEDGE TO THE
UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN IN YOUR COMMUNITY IS AN INVESTMENT IN A BETTER
COMMUNITY, IT IS AN INVESTMENT IN A BETTER NATION‘AND A BETTER
WORLD, I ASK YOU TO JOIN IN -- TO GIVE YOUR FAIR SHARE -- TO MAKE
THE UNITED WAY WORK FOR OUR FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS THIS YEAR, JUST AS IT
HAS WORKED SO WELL IN THE PAST,

THANK YOU FOR THINKING OF OTHERS.,

FH#





