These documents were scanned from the "Investigatory records on Gerald Ford, applicant for a commission" in Box 1 of the
U.S. Department of the Navy, Office of Naval Intelligence Records, at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.
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UNITED STATES NAVAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

NINTH NAVAL DISTRICT

INVESTIGATION REPORT

Date _Pecember 30, = __ , 1941,
SUBJECT : FORD, Gerald Jr. 1011 ita Cr ive, Gran ids, Michigan
Report made at: = =troit,

Report made by: ' ~ont oo Th
Period covered: December 23 and 24, 19L1, Status of Case: PENDIN
Origin of Case:
Subj L's 9N cation oi 20 by 1, 'Ter 14
11 i1 b 1 ? ' 1 oo > ) I ]

Character of Investigation: -

T , 1 on - detayvmins 9

} ine Subiectls bBaskeronur sharn ot 51 aATe
: ' ; _— - et 455 - i . o . : i1 3 LU A ‘L i 2 ;
ability, associstes, activity and loyalty.
Enclosures : Copy to: _ o
ONT (2)* (1)
i (2 (1)
i (1)
{f )
Source File No.: ONI File No.:
SYNOPSIS :
Jeral d. O apids
High ¢ 1931; Univers
e rae. b~
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/o TOREN,
(’ \.‘.
FORD, Yerald Rudolph, Jr., oy &\
1011 Santa Cruz Drive, i &
Grand Rapids, Michigan. \u
1. Origin of this case is Subject's 9ND application of

December 13, 1941, for a position as Civilian Agent. Investi-
gation is to determine Subject's backgrownd, character, education,
ability, sasocia.tes, activity, and loyalty. Subject is also an
applicant for Commission USNR, Ulass L-V(8).

d~—

2. Investigation of marriage records in the office of
Lewis J. DONOVAN, County Clerk, Grafid Rapids, Michigan, revealed
that Gerald R. FORD, age 27, and Dorothy G. KING (nee GEDNER),
age 2L, were married at Grand Rapids eon February 1, 1917.

3. Investigzation of records of Probate Court of Kent
County, Grand Raplds, Michigen, revealed that Leslie KING filed psti-
tion to change name to Gerald Rudolph FORD, Jr., and an order
granting prayer of petition was entered December 3, 1935.

ke G. T. VOGT, Chief Clerk, Record Bureau, Police Depart-
ment, Grand Papids, Michigan, reported no record conceming Subject.

5. W. J. ROMKTMA, Assistant Manager, Merchants Service
Bureau, Grand Rapids, Michigesn, said that they had long and favorable
notations concerning Gerald Rudolph FORD Sr., except that he was zome-
times slow on paying accounts. Mr., ROMKEMA stated that they had
no records concerning Subject.

_— Hecords in the office of Miss Libbie EEEKDWITZ, Clerk
South High School, Gran¥"REs{d8] MIZHIEANAIRVI S srijes “Sabjeetnme
vas born on July 1k, 1913; thit his Sddress wal 649 UMdom-AvEme, 'i"lh"“”“‘\
Grand Rapids; that he red it sahool in the Ialdmu’ '27, angeplat
he graduated in June, '3 a5« _*.“ SF g ’%&"" \.t:.:;;..{P

&raaﬁt tw%m Grand Rapids,

(1 Arthur KHA
Michigan, said thet he ? g2
attended there; that & Ject Was a g 5
and that Subject was Captain of the team during, his senior vear.
The Coach at that time was not very good, according to lir. KRAUSE, who
gsaid that he made Subject responsible for much of the training and
discipline of the team, and that Subject fulfilled his duties admirably.
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Subject: FORD, Gerald Fudelzh, Jr., Continued,

Mr. KPAUSE said Subject then attended the University of Michigan

from '31 to '35, after which he went to Yale as Assistant Coach and
also studied Law wntil he graduasted in February '41; that Subject
passed the Bar examination in April, '41; that Subject opened an office
with a partner named BUCHR! a few months ago; that Subject's father is
in the paint business, and that the family belengs to St. Markes Epis-
copal Church.

8. Subject tazught a Law course at the Universily of Brand
Eepids last Fall, related Mr, KFAUSE, and Subject was also line coach
of the football team. Mr. KHAUSE further related that Subject was
one hundred percent in evary way and wes the outstanding young man of his
acruaintance. Mr. KRAUSE wes so emthusiastic that ke felt ii neces-
sary to explain that ordinarily he was very conservative in his judgment
but that Subject was so fine a speciman that he could not endorse him
too hizhly.

9. Records in the office of Miss Velm LOUCKES, Clerk,
Registrarte Office, University of Michigsn, Ann Arbor, Michigan
revealed thal Subject entered the University on diploms from South
High School, Crand Rapids, Michigen, in the fall of '31, and received
a AB Degree in June, '35, with 1/ hours of "A"; 74 hours of "BY;

28 hours cof "CY"; and L howrs of "D¥, :

10, Messrs. Paul COHBEL and Thorne BROWN, partners as
GOIBEL & BROWN, Men's Furnishings, Grand Rapids; Michigan, were both
highly complimentary regarding Subject, who, they Baid, gradusted from
Yale Law School in Februery, '4l, and racently opened his Office with
a fine associate, and who is doing very well, they believed. Subject
also has an interest in & model agency in Eeﬁ York City, they believed,
for which he supplied part of the capital. nbject drinks moderately,
playa tennis and golf, and has three full or half } :

50 st.at.ed tnat
"35, whare he

11, Messrs. :
Subject had attended UninEneieyiopy
played football very successfully
tant, Coach through th < -
In the Fall of '41, Subject began as Assivtant Coach at Universd.ty of
Grand Bapids, they further related, and he 2lso tzught 2 Law class for
which he received $1000 per year. They stated that Subject is honest,
industrious, modest despite his varied success, loyal, discreet, a,da’ptable
ané in every way desirable for Naval ,ervice.

g 23 KATD



12. Mr. Ealph CONGEK, Physicsl Education Director,
Central High School, Grand Eapids, Michigen, said that he grew
up with Subject's father and had Imowm the family all his life; that
his son played with Subject as boys; and that Subject is the only
boy he believed he might rate higher than his omn son in many
respects, According to Mr. CONGER, Subject is honest, discreet,
loyal, =nd ome hundred per cent :Ln all respects, and is eminently
desirable for the Navy.

13. Mr, Winter SNOW, Attormey-at-Law, and member of
the Grievance Committee, Michigan Stste Bar Association, 700 Michi-
gan Trust Building, Crand Rapids, Michigan, said that no complazints
concerning Subject had been received by the Committee.

14.  Mr. Areblur SUSTIN, Clerk, Selective Service Board #k,
Kent County, Michigan, produced Subject's file, under Order #1385,
in which the following appeared on Questionnaire dated Nay 3, 1941,

"Name: Gerald Budolph FORD, Jr.,
1011 Santa Cruz Drive,
Fast Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Physics]l Defects: HNone.
Bducation: University of Michigsn, Iit. 4 years.
Yale University, 3 years.
Former Employment: Assistant Coach, Yale University.
Present: None.
Status: Single -- no dependents.
Income previous 12 months: $4785.00
Born: Omaha, Nebraska, 7-14-13
U. 8. Citizen: Yes.
Convictions: None.
Statement as to Classification: Shonld be 1A.

Sy tfs-’rl;"‘““"“‘
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NNI-119 P.S. N.Y. 7-25-41 10M

Uinited States fintelligence Service w11

THIRTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT

INVESTIGATION REPORT

SUBJECT:

NTRT

TRATD 1
'!1.&1 _..I‘I.A..l sLULA

Report made at: Seattle, Washing Date: 3 JAN. 1942
Report made by: OFFICER #30.
Period covered: 7 lec, l 1 to 3 Jan, 1942, Statusof Case: Closed.

Origin of Case:

OND card dated 17 December 1941, same SUBJECT. 13WND to inve:

4
L

1 Distrie

stigate SUBJECT!

employment in the 13th Nava .
Character of Investigation:
Records,
Enclosures: Copy to:
/"‘
NONE ORT - (2)¥
oaND (2)
Source File No. FPlo-3 (130~ P-1518) ONI I'ile No.:
SYNOPSIS: REF: (a) OND card dated 17 December 1941, same JECT,

Joseph JOFFE, Acting Yellowstone

following:

Superintendent,

Park Wyoning, reports the

"Our records show that lr wes employed =8 a sea 1 ranger with the
National Fark Service in Yellowstone National Park from 16 June 1936 to Se L\;mu
3, 1936, §l680 per annum.,

His servi ce= were entirely satisfactory and he was recommended for re-
appointment during the '33' season, but it was necessary for him to decline such
"ﬁ< pointiment due to hdw.hgv:\ng gb 3 ,a Qre permanent position at Yale

. - '_ R Bl
:n_vers:Lty There is nothing' of 4\ démop ity na*tm BodA T RRE S against Mr,
ford, He was emploj 'wd Afidepuythe Chiel Ranger-of Yellm.-, one Pagk, Francis D.
L"-::O"ie." . Tx \\" e Bt R gy I" n’.:
R ¥ 5
1: P vy A
COMMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION IS BEING MADE IN THE THIR' ?L”ZIJ"T‘]‘ NAVAL DISTRICT,
s
( REPORT THIS SHEET ONLY ) uvqgf1~ = A ~Ce
We J% ILL.‘."
Captain, U. S, NAVY,

T



' 2 ",:’/_-
o Vo il bt

\\«
NNi-110 NTSGT—10-28-41—20M

UNITED STATES NAVAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

— . ol e o P, v ot ANy T 2 S A -

NIMTH NAVAL DISTRICT 1962 JAN 2 9 00

INVESTIGATION REPORT

m_ 12— Jdeguery 18, _ . , 1942 _

SUBJECT : m
Report made at: Kanm_mx._m:ouri

Report made by: jong J. Hoellen Azent 1im
Period covered: Japunry 9, 10, 1942 Status of Case: e NDINGY
Origin of Case: ‘ i _

Subject's 9ND application of December 13, 1941, for a position es Civilien
Agent.
Reference: (2) 9¥D report of December 30, 1941, seme Subject.

(b) 13ND report of January 3, 1942, same subject.

Character of Investigation: T determine Subject's dackeround educstion, cheracter, sbility,
associstes, activity znd layalsy.

Enelosures : Copy to: I (2) &
35D (2)
128D (2)
9§D (9)
Source File No.: ONI File No,:

SYNOPSIS

Subject wss bora July 14, 1913, at Omeha, Webresks, to Leslie KING =nd
Torothy GARTNER, both Americen citigzens. On July 30, 1913, Subject's father etarted
proceedings which ended in a divorce, zranted Januery 28, 1914, ziving custody of
Subject te mother, and father peyins for Subject's eunvort. A loang bltter wrangle
over alimony saw Subject's father in jail before a settlement could be effected.
Throughout the court proceedingzs, Subject was known as Leelie KING, Jr. Subject's
father has remarried, has three children by his second merrisge, and lives in ILincoln,
Nebraska. Subject has neither nolinﬁ.AOtﬁ{&d.jj record st Omeha,

¥ebrasks. "\ "\ Seane """';Tf"f‘—'v'&\ -
a\m*mw \ cone T pe e ’Q\
.{ -‘- \..:. u;ﬂ-;:f-- -\q;v‘ Trawe ..-S{}?..c
i AN A
Al leu‘ds pgiliuagosn

| REG i

H
l---;u--o-‘....---.cqnl....ooot..°

DEDUCTIONS : AP VEL _

ko was revealed by the fnvestioation
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Subject: FORD, Gersld Rudolph, Jr.
1011 Santa Cruz Drive i R
Grand Ranids, Michigen o S
s The orizin of this case is Subject's 9ND application of

December 13, 1941, for a position a&s Civilian Agzent.
Reference: (a) 9ND revort of December 30, 1941, same Subject.

(b) 131D Report of January 3, 1942, same subject.

25 Records produced by Miss Loretta DUWDIS, Assistant Clerk,
Bureaun of Vitsl Statistics, Omsha, Nebraska, verify fact that Subject was
born at Omahs, FVebraska, July 14, 1913, to Leslie XING and Dorothy GARDEER,
both American citizens.

3. The divorce case between Subject's parents is described by
court attsches at the office of the Clerk of the District Court of Douglas
County, County Building, Omaha, Nebraska, as one of the longest and bitter-
est 1a the history of the court. Subject wae born on July 14, 1913, end
on July 30, 1913, Subject's father filed sult azsinst his wife's parents
to restrain them from molestins him =nd in seeking his wife's senmarstion
from him. The cese is entitled "Leslie L. KING vs. Levi A. GARINER et =21,"
end ie numbered 126/110. The sworn complaint conteins sllezetiong thst
Subject's parents were married on September 7, 1912, =t Hzrverd, Illinois,
and that the GARTNERS souzht to heve Subject's mother leave for Chicago,
Illinois, in December, 1912, snd st verious times thereafter. By =snswer
filed Aunguet 20, 1913, the GARDNERS denied the a2llezations of the com-
plaint end stated that Subject's mother had left her husband =2nd wns with
her parente in Counecil Bluffs, Iowas. A temporsry injunetion was granted.

4. On Auzust 20, 1913, the ssme day th=t the snswer wes filed
in the suit for injunction, Subject's fether filed a complaint for divorce
allezinz extreme eruelty. Subject's mother then filed a cross-bill on the
same grounds which was sustained by the court in its decree of January 28,
1914, custody of Subject awarded to the mother, snd the father ordered to
pay $25.00 per month for the sunport of Subject. On April 10, 1931, this
decree was modified, and the fzther was ordsred to pay the mother $100.00
per month for Subject's support. On July 1, 1937, the court in its decree
found that $5,645.55 was due the mother for Subject's support and ordered
execution to issue. After much contest s writ of sttzchment wes issued
against Subject's father and he was incarcerated in the Douzlas County
Jdail. The contest wee finally settled on June 3, 1939, upon peyment to
Subject's mother of $4,000.00 in full settlement. In the various pleadinzs
it wes steted that Subject's father wae the son of the one-time wezlthy
founder of the Omeha Wool and Storaze Company, Omshs, Nebraska; that he
remarried and moved to Riverton, Wyominz, where he hed larce ranch holdings;
and that in 19323, the father had three children by the second marrisge, aged
18, 16, end 13, end thet in Mzy, 1938, he moved from Hiverton, Wyoming, to
Lincoln, Febrasks, where he now resides. Throuchout the entire of these
proceedings Subject was known as Lesliie KING, Jr. The father defended upon
the grounds that Subject did not need support allowance because he had worked
his way through school, and had later earned year as assistant
foothell coach at Yele University. The Omsha Worl -Hexéé We\
st Omahs, Nebresska, declered that "this is one of the most fla:rant

o




Subject: PORD, Gersld Rudolnh, Jr. (Continued)
4, (Cont.) of slimony dedginz in the history of the comntry."

5 Associated Retailers of Omsha, = credit agency, City
Netional Bank Bulldins, Omshs, Nebreska, hae no recort of credit trens-
actions in the name of Subject.

5. Heither the Omzhz, Nebrasks, Police Devartment nor the
F. B. I. 2t Omsha, Nebrasks has sny revort of criminasl or subversive ac-
tivities 4in the name of Subject.
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FORM N Ni-128 ORIGINATO SuUBJE, ROUTED TO IJNW‘AL
' 9D - D - B-3 |
C 469;1 . FORD, Gerald Rudolph, Jr,
- 2. Imv, Report OUT (DATE)

DATE OF LETTER ORIGINATOR'S FILE NUMBER O. N. L. FILE NUMBERS }[‘ ’1 J ,
1/15/62 none i LL/Ford, Geradd R., Jr, = /r J f /
DATE RET'D QN ADDRESSED TO REFERENCES-ENCLOSURES-ENDORSEMENTS !

1/24/42 ONT Doty ... ... ... ...

e Sl R L

ENCLOSURES VIA Declasaifiad

WITH WITHOUYT '
2 Meadguarters
IN (DATE) IN (DATE) *%N,(phr;) VA ?&‘:ﬁoﬂwtz)
TO (1) INITIAL 70 (2) INITIAL _ INITIAL (&) INITIAL
‘
<
: pI7
FINISHAD FILE 5 | f" s e *ﬁ‘/‘/"‘ﬁi» --éw”‘/
FOR - FOR FOR FOR
IAN 3 1 1842
OUT (DATE) OUT (DATE) OUT (DATE) OUT (DATE) OUT (DATE) ouT (DATE)
COMMENTS
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NNi-119 NTEGL—10- xr} “41—20M
R:.Cs.ut 3
UNITED STATES NAVAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE g
ig4. FEBLL g} H. 0%
' «/( ‘? ‘/ )
NINTH NAVAL DISTRICT LA ¢
INVESTIGATION REPORT |
COMNPIDENTIAL Date ._.Januery 26, ... 19 42
SUBJECT: FORD, Gersld Rudolph, Jr., 1011 Septs Cruz Drive, Grand Rapids i
Report made at: 3 = - Hde, WatE:
Report made by: H, L. BIRWRS, fgent %
Period covered : 5 Status of Case:'' (] ()7 H »
“Origin of Case: SRINE A e '

Subject's 9ND aunlication of December 13, 1941, for & position ag
Civilian fAgent.

Reference: (a) 9HD Report of December 30, 1941, same subjects
gb) 138D Report of Jemuary 3, 1942, same subject.
¢c) 9ND Report of Jamuary 15, 1942, same subject,

Character of Investigation:
rogerding subject.

To interview reference, William BECKWITH, Morris, Illinois,

Enclosures: Copy to: oz (2)f
9D (8)
3D (1)
138D (1)
Source File No.: ONI File No.: _—
SYNOPSIS ; »

Wiliiem H.BRECKWITHE of Morris, Illinoia, given ss rsference by subject, is
vice-president and general mensger of the Morris Paper Mills, Morris, T1linois.
Mr. BECKWITH iz = former resident of Grend Rapids, Michigan ond has lmown subject
and his perents @ number of years. William J. BECKWITH, son of Williem H. BECKWITH,

weg & Delta Kappe Epsilon Freternity brother and a classmnte of subject at the

University of Michigan. Robert BECKWITH, also & son of William H. BECKWITH, wes ‘
on the football teem at Yale University ot the time subject was cosching at tb&t
school.

William H, BECKWITH steted that subject is & man of excellent character end
morals and is thoroughly discreet and relisble. He said he would plaoe subject at

the top of 211 his sons' friends WV&S@ to&c(f all, the young fellous he

knows. ‘ ‘\"" -""'3-‘-"“"&..
Subject, mccording to Mr. BE "":Es a practlamg \togeigxar nﬂ!
University of Wichigan zlumnus, ﬁ dav;oi g time.as usly to rﬂmofesaic

Wr. BECKWITH added that Gersld Rudglph h\ FORD, SK., is in tﬁ&mt bus fidess i -Grand
Repids, Michigan end i= & substa.n’bf&l mé¥l of oallen’b; peraonsl attributes. v

DEDUCTIONS :



Form

NNI~-119 RECEIVE
UNITED 5 &TEQ HAVAL, INTELLIGENCE JHLVI | RUUM
THIRD HAVAL DISTRICT, dew York, N. Y.%‘MAL

4 M 10. 50
B INVRSTIN.TI0N REPORT Wie FEU 12 - I B
s ) Ty et W (,o S

Subject: FORD, Gersld Rudolph, Jr. (Applicant I V(S), USNR, QND).

lOl;_santa Cruz Drive, Grend Rapids, Mich,

Report lMade at: 3ND, New York, N.Y, '“q+? February 3,10 42,

————— —— T T— .

Report Made by: Warrent Machinist F. R. Flemlng, USKR.

ﬁg-- _——

Period Covered: Jan. 3, 14, 1942, fostus of Casc@losed-3ND,

Origin of Case: 9ND card, same subject, dated Dec. 17, 1941,
requesting lnvestigation in 3HD,

Characber of (nvostigst Lons

To determine subject's background, character, education,
abllity, associates, activitles, loyalty, etc.

Enclosures: rbeples ©OT gnr-2

None. 1KD-2 ORD=-2
4ND-2  SHD-2

“h owr e

|
=1
)

e Noa.

-

'|-l

-

j<J)
h-l

Bource Tile No,:

J

SYN0PSis:
Subject attended Yale University from 1938 to 1941;
recédved LLE degree; was average student and hls
record was satisfactcry. Director of Athletlcs,
Yale Unilversity, stated that subject Is excellent
person 1n every respect; has an attractive person-
ality; is a gentleman and 1s absoclutely loyal to
the United States., Police Dept. and FEI, New Haven, Conn.
no record., /

B NG T Lo 2 |
DEIUCTIVAS SND investligation reveals nothing derobatory concerning

sub ject,

3

UNDLVELOPED LEADS: 1FD and 4ND see last paragraph,

e i

Commander: U.S5A, (Ret.),
Asst, District Intelligence Officera




PORD, Gerald Rudolph Jr. o g

1., This investigation is predicated upon 9ND card, same
sub ject, dated December 17, 1941, requesting investigation
regarding subject's background, charscter, education, ability,
assoclates, activities, loyalty, etc.

2. Investigation on January 8, 1842, by Ensign H.G. Hemming,
USHR, at the Reglstrar's O0ffice of Yale University revealed that
subject attended there from 1938 to 1941, at which time he was
graduated with an LLB degree, having an average of 74.5, and rank-
ing 56 1n a class of 127.

3, The Yale Alumni 0ffice was contacted by Ensign Hemming
on Januery 12, 1942, and informatlion was glven that subject is a
legal partner in the firm of Ford & BPucher, Michigan Trust Build-
ing, Grand Raplds, Kich. On June 2, 1941, it was ncted that sub-
jeet was "not yet drafted but expect toc be within & weeks". He
was formerly & member of Yale Coaching Staff, 1635-40, A notation
follows as of February 7, 1938 - "lr. Ford is Asst. Coach of fecotbsll;
he 1s admitted to the Law School, at the beginning of the seccond
term, upon the speciel request of the Yale Athletic Assn., extended
through Mr. Farmer; his work of the first year i1s to be extended
over a period of two years" - signed by Arlene B, Hadley, Registrar
of the Yale Law School., Reslidences were recorded on January 21,
1938 as 2183 Lake Drive, Grand Repids, ¥ich.,(3 years), and 749
Union Ave., Grand Rapids, liich.,(1l2 years). Birth is shown as July
14, 1213, at Omaha, Nebraska. Subject prepared at South High School,
urand Rapids, HMich., and attended the Universlty of lichigen from
1831 to 1935, and received a B.A. degree there, and was a member of
the Delta ¥Kappa Epsilon Freternity. Religious denomination 1s
given as Epliscopalian. The father is Gerald Rudolph Ford, born in
Greand Replds, Mich., and is President and General lNanager of the
Ford Paint and Varnish Co. The mother 1s Dorothy Gardner, born in
Hervard, Ill. Subject has three brothers, Thomas G., Richard A.,
end James F,

4, Ogden ¥iller, Director of Athletics, Yale University, and
Ass't. Secretary of Yale, was' £ﬂ$arwiewe§shy Ensign Hemming on .
January 15, 1942. Contact stated that subject is an ex Alent
person in every respect, hes an attractive pereonality,~And L EON e
gentleman of considerable Hearing and paisa. ¥r. Mller went:on
to say that subject is not concelted in“the slidhﬁest, and is- very
handsome, and that he believed Him to be of fine character.

Contact sald subject was emplc ed from éugustl, 1935 to karch,l
1941, in Yale AA as Asst. Football" snd“Boming.Ceach,. . He ¥
principal football scout,Vemndwceach of’ jayvee footba Ty

further stated that FORD 1= absolutely loyal t6 the United. States,
and subject 1s dolng exactly what Nr., Miller would expect him to

do in applying for duty wlth the service, and is not the least sur-
prised avout it. MNr. Niller concluded . he would be ve sorr
to lose subject as an assistant, as he’ adutat#nﬂima inek work,

2

¥


http:Ger.s.ld

FORD, Gerszld Rudolph, Jr.

5 Contacts, Malcolm Farmer and Haymond Fond, set
forth in 9ND card, same subjsct, dated December 17, 1941, are
ne longer connected with Yale University.

6. Investigation with the police and ¥FBI, New Haven,
Connecticut, revealed no record for the subject.

UNDEVELOPED LEADS:

e 1ND will interview Raymond W. Pond, formerly of
Yele University, c/o Bates College, Lewiston, Meine, regard-
ing subject's backgroun., charecter, associates, stc.

8, LND will interview lalcolm Farmer, formerly of Yale

University, c¢/o Fnoenix Iron Company, Pnoenixville, Fa.,
regarding subject's background, character, associates, ete.

_ L T e,

Declaseifind

Serviza Headguarters

e REY . 1O-AS-E

Code

& Nl Ty

Auth; w92
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UNITED STATES NAVAL INTELLIGENCE SERVIEW VAR £—PW 10 o7
INVESTIGATION REPORT

SUBJECT; FORD, Gerald Rudolph, Jr., 1011 Santa Cruz Drive, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Applicant for Commission, (1-V(S), USNR.) in 9-ND.

Report made at: Sub Zone B Office, l-ND, Bath, laine Date: F 25, 1942
Report made by: ? g ﬂ e 6 Renop

David L. Grahem . ; John T. Thomss ;
.. Lieut. (jg), USNR. Lieut-Comdr., USNR.
Period covereds; Februery 25, 19,2. Status of Case:; Closed in 1-ND.

Origin of case:

Ref. (a) 3=-ND report, same SUBJECT, dated February 3, 1942, reguesting
interview with Raymond W. POND, Bates College, Lewiston, to determine SUBJECT'S
background, character, associates and loyalty.

Character of lnvestigations
Check of SUBJECT by personal interview with Raymond W. POND,,

Enclosures; None Copy to: ONL (2)Y File (1)
1-KD (2)

N 3-3D (2)

Synopsis:

l. On February 23, 1942, Investigator interviewed Reymond W. POND,
Bates College Football Coach and Athletic Director, in the latter's home
at 15 Ware Street, Lewiston, Maine. POND could be guoted substantially as
follows:

"I have just written a letter of recommendation for

Gereld FORD, having been informed by him that he is an
applicant for a commission in the Navy. I believe he took
his stepfather's surname of FORD, the latter being a prom-
inent furnmiture manufecturer in Grend Rapids. He (SUBJECT)
graduated from the University of Michigan, where he was an
outstending athlete. Im 1535 he came to Yale to work under
me, he being coach of the Junior varsity football team and
assistant line coach of the varsity. He took hold well and
fulfilled his respomnsibilities, finemcial and otherwise,
without eriticism. I found him & reliable, trustworthy,
intelligent assistent. I am aelso convinced that he is thor-
cughly patriotice He is elso very energetic and ambitious,
although not a brillisnt scholer, for he took his law degree
at Yale while coaching the junior versity. Furthermore, hes
hes no bad habits, does not drink to excess and is no philan-
derer. Xnowing him as well as I do, because he worked under me
et Yale from 1935 to 1940, I can honestly recommend him for

a commission in the Navy. He is a fine fellow."

Deductions:
None,. <4 ;: 2
APFROVED:
B.M. MAJOR, Commender, USIHR.
This report consists of one page only. D.I.0.

\-__-___________i;_-___u--h-—p.J



GLM: AR APPROVED: ‘
L SMITH
MNI-119 Captain, TT. 5. Javy (?atired),"’
Hrited Stutes Naval Intelligence Service A
INVESTIGATION REPORT /;""/ E/ K/
SORFITEN WAL I3 12 12
SUBJECT : FORD, Gerald mudolph, Jr., 1011 3anta Cruz Drive, Grand Repids, Hieh,

Report made at:

DIC-4ND, P hilgdel‘?hlu, Pa, Date Mar, 13 ’ 19 1;2.

Report made by :

G. L. Mull, Agent.

Period covered:

March 5, 1942. Status of Case: Cl_o_sed._

Origin of Case:

30D Investigation Report duated February 3, 1942, requesting
investigation of subject, an applicant for commission,
I-V(3), USNR.

N

Character of Investigation:

gl

To interview reference lalcolm Farmer and determine subject's
background, character, reputation, and loyalty.,

Enclosures:

S-ourc;e File:N 6.

Copy to:
llone, aiI=-2
onp-2
13ND-2
File-2
3ND=2
1-0-672, ON1 File No.:

SYNOPSIS :
Campany,

Reference Halcola

Farmer, Ececufive Vice President, Fhoenix Imn
qualifies subject

as person of good character and reputation, aggressive

and with no guestion as to his loyalty.

' ] “"m.w.-tt-..-..w..
Declassified

Deductions:

Phile, Nuo Ydo—0-20—1-21-42—10000

Investigation in LND revezled nothing

deroga

atory to subject.




SUBJECT: FORD, Gerald Rudolph, Jr., 1011 Santa Crugz Drive, Grand Rapids, }ich,

This investigation is predicated upon 3/D Investigation Report dated
February 3, 1942, requesting investization of subject, an applicant for commission,
I-¥(s), USHR.

it Phoenixville, Pa.

Malcolm Farmer, Houston Hoad, Radnor, l'a., Executive Vice Frssident,
Phoendx Jron Compsny, edvised that zs former chairman of athletics, Board of
Control, Yazle University, it was his duty to employ an asslstant football coach;
that subject's name was submitted to him; that after a careful investigetion at
the University of Michigen he found him to be of good charscter, trustworthy, and
a fine student; that he employed him as assistant football cosch of the Juaior
Varsity Squad in 1938, and a year later promoted him to head coach of the Varsity
Squad; that he was admired by students and superiors for his courage, aggressive-
ness, and honesty; that he had great initiative, in that he pursued z post grad-
uate course in law at Yale University; that he was employed @s a forest ranger in
Wyoming National Park between coaching periods, 1938-40; that he displayed courage
in assuming the position of assistant boxing coach, whereas he was not a finished
boxer and consequently received a fairly good beating aevery so often; that he
never complained of hardships encountered in perfomming his duties as boxing
instructor and football coach; that he never saw him smoke or drink; that his
companions were of good reputation and character; that to the best of his
imowledge he was not a member of any politiczl or subversive organigations; that
he was & Presbyterien and attended church regularly; that after he left Yale he
understood he became & pertner of a lew firm in New York; thet, while they
touched on werld affairs in thelr conversations, he never expressed any opinions
that would lead him to suspect he wes other than a loyal citizen; that he would
recommend him very highly for = position of responsibility and trust with our
goverament.

Undevelopsed Lead

136D will verify subject's employment, 1932-40, as Forest Ranger,
Tyoming National Park, and conduct background hnd neighborhood 1nvestibation.
138D will forward report directly to 9ND.

This case is closed in 4LND. 7% 1oy

¥ ih e e “l ¥ =

~ NS - il M

Service Mecadguarters




FORD, Gerald Rudolph,Jr. 9ND

1011 Santa Cruz Drive i —————
Grand Rapids, Michigan

References: (a) 9¥D card dated Dec. 17, 1942,

(b) 9D I.R. dated Dec. 30, 1941.
(c; 13ND I.R. dated Jam, 3, 1942,
(d 9ND I.R, dated Jan, 15' 1942,
(e) 9ND I.R, dated Jan. 26, 1942,
(£) 3ND I.R. dated Feb. 3, 1942,
(g) 4¥D I.R. dated Mar. 13, 1942,

It is requested that this investigetion be can-
celled inesmuch as subject is no longer being con=-
sidered for = commission class I-V(S), USHNR,

May 14, 1942 / Ba3
Tot ONI (for info anly)\/ EPM:rg
1ND
13ND
w/
P 4

¥
&.tﬂ £1 YAM

&5

232 UNAT? 13p)




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

WASHINGTON 25,D. C.
File No.

December 2, 1959

GERALD R. FORD
Born: July 1k, 1913
Omaha, Nebraska

Reference 1s made to your request that you be
furnished the results of any investigation conducted
concerning the captioned person, wherein information of
a subversive nature was developed. You are advised that
an applicant-type investigation was conducted by the FBIL
in 1942 concerning the captioned individual. The afore-
mentioned investigation revealed no pertinent derogatory
information concerning Ford.

G 7 18- 25=F8

ode Data

Signature :
Auth{, ol & g

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency. This is in answer to your request for a check of FBI files,



. a
NAT|CEAL AGENCY CHECK REQUEST- ] ™ () NA( : -
OPNAY FORM 5510~397 (Rev, 7-58) o .
—=

NAME _MAST FIRST M1 DDLE ¥ RANK/RATE/GRATIE

il 7 v —.. DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE

AL ¥ . VARIATION OF SPELLING

PRESENT ADDRESS - NUMBER »‘(NESTHEET cimy

o - ] »

ang

HIRTH - DATE PLACE

2 X .t /
e

TEIS FROM
~ FBi-% uscG oo ont cla
= x
- CRF-G2 usmc INS
Csc O8i BUFERS STATE
OTHER

GH1GINATOR OF REQUEST

_0p=521B (Global=50 |
oA OF REUEST: )} Octaber 1959

MARITED L RATE DATE LAST SEPARATION FROM SRANCH | RESERVE STATUS
_’ i MiL. SERVICE
| YRS 1 Nii O] VRRCED x MALE FEMALE
| ] x£ = | |
ALTEN REG. NUO. CITIZENSHIP CERT|FICATE NO, - DATED MAME OF SPOUSE BIRTH . DATE PLACE

RESIDENCE (Last f0 years in inverse order excluding present address shown above} (Include military addresses)

FROM ™m I NUMBER AND STREET CITY AND STATE FROM 10 NUMBER ‘AND STREET CITY AND STATE

Declassified

vico Hpadguarters

EMPLOYMENT (Last 10 years in inverse order including all military service)

FRUM o IMPLOYER ADDRESS CITY AND STATE

PREJENT House Office Building Washington 25,

D-Co

EDUCATION (AlL after high school - f none then high school - OMIT SERVICE SCHOOLS)

T < - m—— m— T — "
FROMm | TG NAME ©IF SEMOOL l ABDRESS 1 CITY AND STATE

THIS |S A REQUEST FOR A NAME CHECK ONLY-NOT A REQUEST FOR |NVESTIGATION OR CLEARANCE

RETURN TO: Navy Oepartment, Cffice of the Chief of Maval Operations (0OP-921D) 2545



28 JAN 1870 ’ ‘

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350 IN REPLY REFER TO
Op-092D223/dts
23 January 1970

MEMORANDUM\FOR THE RECORD

\
Subj: |FORD) Gerald R.

DPOB: 14 July 1913, Omaha, Nebr.

D# RM15533 (when available)

M#
1. Subject was approved for Global Strategy Discussions
at the Naval War College in June 1969, with access to
Secret information authorized. He was invited by the
War College but unable to attend.

2. The Naval War College has again submitted his name
for the Global Strategy Discussions in June 1970.
Approval was granted by phone.

L/"' " .-—‘/()/\ #r -

P. E. KILEY /
0p-092D223

Declaszsified

wh! ln\'est?;a?i ervice HL-'-'dquvters

Code Da.to




KEBP THIS SHEET ON TOP

CONTROL & DISCLOSURE FORM

DATE 1_g_77

SUBJECT : FORD, GERALD RUDOLPH (CONTROLLED FILE)

[Rereasep To | BY | AUTHORIZED BY | our | 1IN |
|

e Cnews /934 HA C«’)f/za._w Ihadin | 10/15)/73 1076123
(Prawr Formad |11/12)B1if12)73

/78. L/A/ / " L,
C opt- Mt Fliezfry |/
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