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MERRILL W. HOYT - JIM LARICKS 
MILITARY 

SALES MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
1025 W. 8th Street 

Kansas City, Missouri-64101 

September 8, 1976 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

SUBJECT: Parens Patriae Legislation 

Dear Mr. President: 

Having reviewed the "Parens Patriae Legislation" recently 
passed by,the Senate, I urge you to veto this legislation 
when it reaches your desk. 

Placing power in States Attorneys to hire private "plantiff" 
lawyers with state funds, leaves all businesses, large and 
small, at the mercy of any unscrupulous attorney and obtain 
large public paid fees. 

Large companies would probably "settle" class action suits, 
though the action was unwarranted and could be termed "blackmail," 
rather than face trial costs and possible damages. 

These costs and/or settlements would necessarily be passed 
along to the public in higher prices. 

Small companies facing the same situation would have no choice 
but to defend themselves and, win or lose, would use funds 
necessary to continue operations, increase productivity and 
create more jobs. Some probably would find bankruptcy a 
necessity. 

In summary, if this legislation becomes law, with the exception 
of "plantiff attorneys" every other American becomes a victim 
of increased taxes, further inflated prices, reduced national 
productivity, and possible loss of jobs. 

I am confident from your past actions of vetoing proposed 
legislation that would be contrary to the equitable benefit 
to all Americans, you will continue to act accordingly. 

Sincerely, · 

James~~ 
Military Sales Manager 

JJL/plg 

Digitized from Box 3 of the John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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l\1id-America Food Brokers, Inc. 

September 8, 1976 

The President 
The White House 
Wnshington, D.C. 20500 

Mr. President: 

20065 jAMES COUZENS HIGHWAY 

DETROIT, l\hCHIGAN 48235 

313 I 342-4080 

lbvc been reading much of late concerning "p.:1rens patriae". 
All of the information I have been able to gather has been 
most frightening as a citizen and also as a small business
man. 

In an effort to avoid what many people feel to occur should 
"parens patriae" be allowed in legislation, I respectfully 
and strongly urge that you veto any bill with "parens 
patriae" as part of it. 

Yours truly, 

MID-AMERICA FOOD BROKERS, INC. 

Harris Crane 
President 

HC:is 

cc: The Honorable Philip W. Buchen./ 
The Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
The Honorable John J. Rhodes 
The Honorable Hugh Scott 

DETROIT GRAND RAPIDS SAGINAW TOLEDO 



OFFICE OF THE F'RESIDENT 

September 8, 1976 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

L_._, -.. ~-. -·-·-- ··-··- J 

LAWRYS 
FOODS INC 

I am writing to you at this time to express my views and those of my 
associates as to the various legislative proposals now being considered 
which may reach your desk containing what is referred to as parens 
patriae authority. 

I know that the grave potential dangers of legislation of this sort has 
been brought to your attention by Attorney General Levi. 

While ours is not a large company, we do believe that legislation of 
this sort is extremely undesirable and completely unnecessary. 

We, therefore, respectfully urge that should any such legislation be 
presented to you, that you exercise your veto powers with respect to 
it. Your consideration of these views is sincerely appreciated. 

Yours very truly, 

Richard N. Frank 
President 

RNF:tm 

cc: The Honorable Philip W. Buchen / 
The Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
The Honorable John J. Rhodes 
The Honorable Hugh Scott 

1588 SAN I"IIRNANDO ROAO e LOS ANGIILIIS, CALI .. ORNIA.80088 e (213) 228·2481 e CABLII ADDRESSl LAWRVS 
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L. Everson " w. Francois " 
R. Kabaker " 
R. Lederer " 
w. Wells Q 
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TO: 

.FROM: 

September 9 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ED SCHMUL 

For Direct -----

.____z]L_For Your Information 

Pleasr:. Adv1 se ----- /~f'"o~ 
/~· -·v () 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 9, 1976 

Dear Mr. Laricks: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concern
ing the antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
your letter with those here at the 
White House working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. James J. Laricks 
Military Sales Manager 
Sales Management Service 
1025 West 8th Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64101 

.· 



-JOHNSON~-i:~IEBER COMPANY 

BROKERS • MANUFACTURERS AGENTS 

P.O. BOX C19019 
SI:.A TTL.E, WASHINGTON 98119 

206·285·0910 

6105 S.W. MACADAM 
PORTLAND. ORI:.GON 97201 

~03·245·3111 

P.O. BOX J~b7TA 
51-'0Kf>NE, WASHINGTON 99?20 

509·624·1381 

100 W. INTI RNATIONAL. AIRPORT HD. 

Po~nd, 04egon 97201 
Sept~be4 3, 1976 

The P4U-i.dent 
The WhUe HoU6e 
Wa6hington, V. C. 20500 

Mit. P4u-<.dent: 

We aJte deeply c.onc.eJtned ove4 a pa.lten6 pa..W.a.e c.iau.6e 
-i.ncl.u.ded in an anti-t4U6t bill 4ec.ent.ty pa.Med by 
the S ena.te. 

SUIT£ 101 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 9950? 

'l07 ·27 7 ·2668 

P.O. BOX 20126 
BILLINGS, MONTANA 59104 

406·24~ 6159 

177~ W.l500 SOUTH 
SALT L.AKF CITY, UTAH 84104 

801·481·0611 

We Wtge you. to veto any bill wh-<.c.h -<..6 .6u.l::mi.fted to ijou. 
wilh pa.lterlh pa..W.a.e a6 a paJtt o6 U. Enactment o6 th-<..6 
leg.i6iation woul.d 6oment u.njU6il6.{.ed rru.Ui.-mil.Li.on do.tlivt 
anti-t4U6t .6uit6. 

JVV:i-6 
c.c.: The Hono4able P~p W. Bu.c.hen 

.J The Hono4able John 0. Ma.Mh, J4. 
The Hono4able John J. Rhode-ll 
The Hono4able Hugh Sc.ott 



The Nestle Company, Inc. 100 Bloomingdale Road, White Plains, New York 10605 (914) 946-6400 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: Antitrust Legislation 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 9, 1976 

We know of no State in the Union whose judicial 
system can stand any significant increase in the volume 
of work which it must process. The parens patriae of 
the proposed legislation would make the already high volume 
of the Courts• work chaotic. 

Moreover, to provide the Attorneys General of our 
various States and attorneys for private parties with 
this bludgeon cruelly presses industry down at a time when 
it and the country could use a lift. 

Please, please reject such legislation when it 
crosses your desk. 

cc: 6he Honorable Philip W. Buchen 
The Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
The Honorable John J. Rhodes 
The Honorable Hugh Scott 

GAP:v 

Very ruly yours, 

:,) .... 

~~ y ' __ ..,...../. 



September 9 ., 

TO: 

.FHOM: 

THE WHitE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JOHN 0 • 

XX For Your ----
Pleasr: Advise ----



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 9, 1976 

Dear Mr. Doane: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concern
ing the antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
this letter with those here at the 
White House working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

hn o. Mares~-2) 
unsellor to the President 

Mr. James D. Doane 
Johnson Lieber Company 

at Johns Landing 
6105 Southwest Macadam 
Portland, Oregon 97201 



M E R R I L L W • H 0 Y T - J I M LA R I C K S ~ f.'P 9 1976 
MILITARY 

SALES MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
1025 W. 8th Street 

Kansas City, Missouri-64101 

September 8, 1976 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

SUBJECT: Parens Patriae Legislation 

Dear Mr. President: 

Having reviewed the "Parens Patriae Legislation" recently 
passed by the Senate, I urge you to veto this legislation 
when it reaches your desk. 

Placing power in States Attorneys to hire private "plantiff" 
lawyers with state funds, leaves all businesses, large and 
small, at the mercy of any unscrupulous attorney and obtain 
large public paid fees. 

Large companies would probably "settle" class action suits, 
though the action was unwarranted and could be termed "blackmail," 
rather than face trial costs and possible damages. 

These costs and/or settlements would necessarily be passed 
along to the public in higher prices. 

Small companies facing the same situation would have no choice 
but to defend themselves and, win or lose, would use funds 
necessary to continue operations, increase productivity and 
create more jobs. Some probably would find bankruptcy a 
necessity. 

In summary, if this legislation becomes law, with the exception 
of "plantiff attorneys" every other American becomes a victim 
of increased taxes, further inflated prices, reduced national 
productivity, and possible loss of jobs. 

I am confident from your past actions of vetoing proposed 
legislation that would be contrary to the equitable benefit 
to all Americans, you will continue to act accordingly. 

Sincerely, 

James~4 
Military Sales Manager 

JJL/plg 



MILITARY SALES MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
1025 W. 8th Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64101 

The Honorable 
John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

... ... 
'-· 

, 
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The PNddent 
The White House 
Waabington, D. C, 20.5()0 

DeaJ" President Forde 

Sept-.. 10, 1976 

I • writing you in reference to the egm• P!trtt•• ltg1alation. I pl.-d. 
with J1* to nto •"7 bill which 0011ea 1011 vJ the 21:!':!!\1 R!tl-1&! section 
in it. 'nle R!rtn• p!tria! legislation eeaae to •• to be an open aea.,n tor 
Law;re!'e to bring mite against companies to gain aettl•ente. 

W.Uatc 

«**a P. w. Baeh• 
"· o. Marab, Jr. 
J. J. Rhodes 
H. Soott 

Your• a:!noerel.7, 
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Septembe_r 10 

TO: 

:FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ED SCHMUL 

For Dra -----
XX For Your Information ---

Pleast:: Advise -----· 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 10, 1976 

Dear Mr. Costello: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concerning 
the antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
this letter with those here at the 
White House working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Thomas P. Costello 
National Can Corporation 
8101 West Higgins Road 
Chicago, Illinois 60631 

.· 
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September 11 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: ED SCHMULTS 

FROM: 

_____ F.or Draft B ll 

XX For Youl' Information ---
----- Pleasr: Advise 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 10, 1976 

Dear Mr. Crane: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concerning 
the antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
this letter with those here at the 
White House working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

r~tf' 
Je . 0. Marsh, Jr. 
'ojfsellor to the Presiden 

' 

Mr. Harris Crane 
President 
Mid-America Food Brokers, Inc. 
20065 James Couzens Highway 
Detroit, Michigan 48235 

I 
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Mid-America Food Brokers, Inc. 
//i 

September 8, 1!)76 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Mr. President: 

20065 jAMES CotlZEN'l lhGIIWAY 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48235 

313 /342-4080 

Have been reading much of late concerning "parens patriae". 
All of the information I have been able to gather has been 
most frightening as a citizen and also as a small business
man. 

In an effort to avoid what many people feel to occur should 
"parens patriae" be allowed in legislation, I respectfully 
and strongly urge that you veto any bill \vith 11parens 
patriae" as part of it. 

HC:is 

cc: The Honorable 
The Honorable 
The Honorable 
The Honorable 

Yours truly, 

MID-AMERICA FOOD BROKERS, INC. 

Harris Crane 
President 

Phi lip W. Buchen / 
John 0. Marsh, Jr.v/ 
John J. Rhodes 
Hugh Scott 

DETROIT GRAND RAPIDS SAGINAW TOLEDO 



September 11 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: ED SCHMUL 

FROM: 

For Direc ---·-
For Draft -----· 

__2{.!.__For Your Information 

Pleasr:. Advise -----



Just a short note to thank you for 
sending r~e a ccpy of your rt'!Ct:;nt 
letter to tho President concernJ.ng 
the antitrust legislation. 

I have tab:m the liberty of sharing 
this letter -;"'ith those here at the 
~·7hite Rouse t;rorking on this issue. 

Sincerely,-

.. l'ohn o. i'arsh, Jr. 
Coun~ollor to the Presidsnt 

Hr. Richard U. f1.·ank 
President 
Lm1ry • s Foods, Inc. 
5G8 Gan Fernando Road 
Los lillgelcs, California 90065 

cc: Ed Schmults 

dl 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

September 8, 1976 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

-·- ·-·--- -·-] 
LAWRYS 
FOODS INC 

I am writing to you at this time to express my views and those of my 
associates as to the various legislative proposals now being considered 
which may reach your desk containing what is referred to as parens 
patriae authority. 

I know that the grave potential dangers of legislation of this sort has 
been brought to your attention by Attorney General Levi. 

While ours is not a large company, we do believe that legislation of 
this sort is extremely undesirable and completely unnecessary. 

We, therefore, respectfully urge that should any such legislation be 
presented to you, that you exercise your veto powers with respect to 
it. Your consideration of these views is sincerely appreciated. 

Yours very truly, 

~~?!~ 
Richard N. Frank 
President 

RNF:tm 

cc: The Honorable Philip W. Buchen / 
The Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. v 
The Honorable John J. Rhodes 
The Honorable Hugh Scott 

588 SAN PI!RNANDO ROAD e LOS ANGBL&S, CALIPORNIA 80085 e (213) 225•2481 e CABLI! ADDRI!SS: LAWRY& 



LAWRYS FOODS. INC. 

568 SAN FERNANDO ROAD, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90065 

~ ,q:1 VISIT LAWRY'S 
-~~tr:" CALIFORNIA 
~CENTER 

The Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 205 00 



September 11 

TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

J'OBN O. 

____ 'For Direct 

XX For You:r Information ·---.....-....... 
Pleasr:. Advise -----
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Professional Marketing Associates 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C., 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

-~--

401 Maryvale Drive 
Buffalo, N. Y. 14225 
(716) 892-3163 
Telex 91-572 

Sept. 7, 1976 

We are aware of a portion of an anti-trust bill presently in joint 
committee which apparently provides for the enactment of parens patriae 
legislation. 

We strongly urge a veto for any bill which comes to you with a 
parens patriae section in it, as the obvious end result is a heavy 
enrichment of the legal profession to the detriment of the consumer, 
who will have to pay the price for that kind of legal action. 

Thank you for your consideration in the above. 

OWDjr:tcw 

cc: - The Honorable 
Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c., 20500 

The Honorable( 
John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C., 20500 

cc: -Gordon T. Beaham, Ill 

• Albany Division 
1215 Western Ave. 
Suite 202 
Albany. NY 12203 
(518) 438-6671 
Telex 14-5332 

cc: 

Sincerely, 

PROFESSIONAL MARKETING 

.. ·· ~/t?J -;?._."-->-~ 
0. W. LeaV;~port, J!. 
Chief Executive Officer 

The Honorable 
John J. Rhodes 
Minority Leader 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C., 20515 

The Honorable 
Hugh Scott 
Minority Leader 
U. S. Senate 
Washington, D. C., 20510 

• Syracuse Division 
6033 Taft Road 
PO Box 365 
N. Syracuse, NY 13212 
(315) 458-6500 
Telex 93-7452 



Septe~w1-ihE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: 

FROM: 

_____ For Draft l~ellponse 

·-~~For Youl' Information 

Pleasr: Advise ----
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PETER PAUL, INC. 
NAUGATUCK, CONNECTICUT 

Lloyd W. Elston 
President 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, · D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 17, 1976 

I write this letter to express my grave concern 
over the parens patriae section of new antitrust 
legislation coming to you for signature. 

I followed the progress of this legislation through 
the Congress and am appalled as well as surprised 
that it has progressed this far. 

In my opinion, this legislation has terrible faults 
with the possibility for great injustice, increased 
costs, and an invasion of areas in which new anti
trust legislation is not needed. 

As I understand the legislation, it would permit 
State Attorneys General to hire private attorneys 
to file antitrust claims on behalf of all state 
residents. The payment of these lawyers would cer
tainly add to the attraction to file these suits, and 
would undoubtedly add to the cost of any settlement. 
Based on the experience in our country now with out
sized awards for insurance claims, I am certain that 
the corporation faced with a suit of this sort, would 
rather settle, in a sense react to blackmail, than 
undergo the cost to fight the suit in court. 

Undoubtedly in the case of a nationally distributed 
product such as ours, if one Attorney General files 
a suit, we can be fairly certain that 49 other suits 
would be filed in the remaining states. 



The President August 17, 1976 -Page 2. 

The ultimate cost of legislation will be borne by 
the taxpayer on the one side and the consumer on the 
other. I think that no one will be served by this 
but the legal fraternity. 

I hope that you will use your power to veto because 
this is a bad bill. 

Thank you. 

Very respectfully yours, 

-.,/ . . '· \' 
c.lJ:Lt·.,1/·,z'-. Cc> :.',(_::-:~-.. ---· 

'IJloy · W. Elston - ; v..___ 
Pres':iJdent 

l 

LWE/cr 

cc: The Honorable 
Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

The Honorable 
John J. Rhodes 
Minority Leader 
u.s. House of 
Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable / 
John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

The Honorable 
Hugh Scott 
Minority Leader 

20500 

u. S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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The Honorable John o. Marsh, Jr. 
counsellor to the President ~ • 
The White House ~\\I·£. ~ &. Sf..L.Jl'• 
Washington, o.c. 20500 ~c~~~'-J~ 
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L.W.Elston 

P . 0 . BOX 3 1 0 

NAUGATUCK , CONNECT I CUT 

06770 



TO: 

September 13 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ED SCHMUL 

FROM: 

~or D:irec -----
_____ For Draft l~e:Jponse 

XX For Your Information 
·---~ . 

---------Pleas~ Adv1se 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 13, 1976 

Dear Mr. Elston: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concerning 
the antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
this letter with those here at the 
White House working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

rt)~~·~-
,~~arsh, Jr. {_) 

{

Cbunsellor to the President 
;' 

,/ 

Mr. Lloyd w. Elston 
President 
Peter Paul, Inc. 
Post Office Box 310 
Naugatuck, Connecticut 06770 

,• 



Dear Jack: 

Public Affairs Department 

A. H. Robins Company 
1407 Cummings Drive 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone (804) 257-2120 

The Honorable John 0. Marsh 
Special Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

September 10, 1976 

I am enclosing a copy of a telegram from members of the Virginia State 
Chamber Special Task Force to our Virginia delegation in the House. 

As you can see, we are concerned about this antitrust measure, especially 
the controversial parens patriae section. We remain hopeful that the President 
will decide not to sign this measure into law should it come out of Congress in 
its present form. We realize that such a favorable veto decision would be 
facilitated by having three bills, each judged on its merit, instead of parens 
patriae lumped in with the less onerous sections. 

We hope you will do what you can to help us in this effort. 

Sincerely, 

~~lor 
Director 

JDT/mc 



' 

' .... :...:.. ....... .:~.:g~~ '·. ~- - ) .:_.;:;.., .......... i:lrl 

CAL!... 
LSTTEAS FCB ¥~AAGE CWA 009737 

Hpnorable T. N. Downing 
Honorable G. W. Whitehurst 
Honorable D. E. Satterfield, Ill 
Honorable R W. Daniel, Jr. 
Honorable W. C. Daniel 
Honorable M. Caldwell Butler 
Honorable J. K. Robinson 
Honorable H. E. Harris, II 
Honorable W. C. Wampler 
Honorable J. L. Fisher 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

1 0 Book Messages 

Separate copy to each 
addressee 

We anticipate that you will shortly be asked to approve H. R. 8532 as 
.___amended by S 1284, a bill which claims to strengthen antitrust 

SENDING BLANK 
Stmd the above m•s~age, sub}•ct to tarms on back har~f. which a fit htusby agrud to 

PLEASE. TYPE OR WRITE PLAINLY WITHIN BORDER-DO NOT FOLD 
WU 1?.69 (R9189) 

fL!I.!D-~~ "'"· 
western union 

CALL 
LETTERS FCB 

-~ - ....-. -· 
Telefali- .~ 

~~ARGE CWA 009737 

enforcement. Through an unprecedented manu ever, its proponents hope 
to avoid a House-Senate conference committee and force a vote without 
a committee's guidance. 

Amended H. R. 8532 contains radical changes from the House legisla
tion and is, we feel, harsh and unwise. Two major House protections, 
in particular, have been deleted from the bill's most controversial 
section, the parens patriae provision to which the President has voiced 
his clear opposition: under amended H. R. 8532 (1) price-fi..'Cing damages 
will be trebled even though a defendant can show it acted in good faith 
and (2) states can "deputize" private attorneys to pursue parens patriae 
suits on a contingency fee basis. 

We believe that this attempt to by-pass normal parliamentary procedure 
'- should be rejected and the House's three bill format reinstated so tn..at 

SENDING BLANK 
Sand th• abov• m&suga, subJ•ct to t"ms on back ht~r~f. which art~ h•raby ag,Bd to 

PLEASE TYPE OR WRITE PLAINLY WITHIN BORDER-DO NOT FOLD 

I 

-... fOf'~ 
C\-~·:-u:., ~-~-·.:::=9~':::~::~~~=.:-=,.=~==--=-======-==.-=.-=._===._ .. ==~ =_=. ==. =_= .. =.=_::= .. =_==~~~t-.-,;., i ~) 
~ ~~~union Teiei(ax ~ 'tr:· 

FCB 
CHA~GE 
TO 

each section of this important legislation can be considered and judged 
on the basis of individual merit by both the Congress and the President. 
We therefore urge you to vote against concurring in H. R. 8532 as 
amended by S 1284. 

Special Task Force 
Virginia State Chamber of Commerce 

Frank Armstrong, III, President 
National Fruit Products Co. 

j 
i 
I 
I 

David R. Waters, President 
Garfincl-al, Brooks Brothers, 
Miller & Rhoads, Inc. 

Charles A. Ford, General Manager ~ 
General Electric Co., Waynesboro W. L. Zimmer. III, President I 

\.. A. H. Robins Company _..1 I 
Send the abov8 m&s:ng•, 3Ub}Bcl to t8mU on b!l~~~?,.'~~ ~8 ~~8~ ~gre9d to . ·~ 
PLEASE TYPE OR WRtTE PLAINLY vVITHIN BORDER-DO NOT FOLD~. 
WU 1269 (A9189) •·· 
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KENNETH L.FRANK 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Ford: 

September 13, 1976 

It is our understanding that you will presently be considering a bill 
enacting parens patriae legislation, and the purpose of this letter 
is to urge you to veto any bill of that kind because it would place 
an overwhelming amount of authority in the hands of all State Attorneys 
General. Putting power into the State Attorneys General to bring treble 
damage suits against companies on behalf of all state residents provides 
an open field for the worst kind of law suits. Since it appears that 
Congress is set on passing such legislation, the country's only hope 
would be your veto. 

KLF.mej 

cc: ~he Honorable Philip w. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 

The Honorable John o. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 

The Honorable John J. Rhodes 
Minority Leader 
u.s. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Hugh Scott 
Minority Leader 
u.s. Senate 

Sincerely yours, 

433 EAST MICHIGAN STREFT MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN S3201 

'414) 271-67SS 



KENNETH L.FRANK 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Ford: 

September 13, 1976 

It is our understanding that you will presently be considering a bill 
enacting parens patriae legislation, and the purpose of this letter 
is to urge you to veto any bill of that kind because it would place 
an overwhelming amount of authority in the hands of all State Attorneys 
General. Putting power into the State Attorneys General to bring treble 
damage suits against companies on behalf of all state residents provides 
an open field for the worst kind of law suits. Since it appears that 
Congress is set on passing such legislation, the country's only hope 
would be your veto. 

KLF.rnej 

cc: ~he Honorable Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 

The Honorable John o. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 

The Honorable John J. Rhodes 
Minority Leader 
u.s. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Hugh Scott 
Minority Leader 
u.s. Senate 

Sincerely yours, 

433 EAST MICHIGAN STREFT MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN S3201 

'414/ 271·67S5 
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WASHINGTON 
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The Preaident 
The White Houae 
Waahinpn, D. C. 20500 

Mr. Preaident: 

32 The Orchard 
Salt Sprina• Road 
Fayetteville, New York 13066 
Aupat 17. 1976 

u 

I am writing to urae you to oppoae in Coqre•• and then veto ao-called 
parena patl'iae lepalation ahould it be paaaed in the near future. 

Althouah narrower in acope than oriaiul propoaala, the legialatlon ia 
atill unwiae. The Senate aubatitute for H. ll. 8532, which waa pa11ed 
June 10, 1976, atill permitl ltate attorneyl &eneral to IUe aa parena 
patriae for re1identa of the atate• aeeking treble damage• in caaea 
alleaiq price fixing or patent fraud. The method of damaae calculation 
would be unrelated to actual damaae• auffered by any individual and 
would only 1erve to force companiea to 1ettle rather than face the 
po1aibility of lo1lq. 

The antitru1t law• 1hould not be de1igned to make hu1e aettlement1 or 
poa1ibly force companiea out of exhtence. Subatantial penaltiel are 
called for if theae lawa are violated, but treble dama1e• baaed on "fluid 
recovery'' are not appropriate. 

Pleaae uae your infiuence with m~~tmbera of the Houae to kill thia lelia
lation and veto the bill if paa 1ed. 

Thank you. 

ccs Mr. John Marah 
Counaelor to the Preaident 

lleapectfully your1, 

Lorne C. D. MacBeth 



32 The Orchard 
Salt Springs Road 
Fayetteville, New York 13066 

• 

Mr. John Marsh 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 
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Dear Jack: 

Public Affairs Department 

A. H. Robins Company 
1407 Cummings Drive 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone (804) 257-2120 

SE"P 13 1976 

The Honorable John 0. Marsh 
Special Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

September 10, 1976 

I am enclosing a copy of a telegram from members of the Virginia State 
Chamber Special Task Force to our Virginia delegation in the House. 

As you can see, we are concerned about this antitrust measure, especially 
the controversial parens patriae section. We remain hopeful that the President 
will decide not to sign this measure into law should it come out of Congress in 
its present form. We realize that such a favorable veto decision would be 
facilitated by having three bills, each judged on its merit, instead of parens 
patriae lumped in with the less onerous sections. 

We hope you will do what you can to help us in this effort. 

Sincerely, 

~~lor 
Director 

JDT/mc 
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amended by S 1284, a bill which claims to strengthen antitrust 
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enforcement. Through ;:tn unprecedented manu ever, its proponents hope 
to avoid a House-Senate conference committee and force a vote without . . . 
a committee's guidance. 

Amended H. R. 8532 contains radical changes from the House legisla
tion and is, we.feel, harsh and unwise. Two major House protections, 
in particular, have been deleted from the bill's most controversial 
section, the parens patriae provision to which the President has voiced 
his clear opposition: under amended H. R. 8532 (1) price-fL'dng damages 
will be trebled even though a defendant can show it acted in good faith 
and (2) states can "deputize" private attorneys to pursue parens patriae 
suits on a contingency fee basis. · · 

We believe that this attempt to by-pass normal parliamentary procedure 
' should be rejected and the House's three bill format reinstated so that 

SENDING BLANK 
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each section of this important legislation can be considered and judged 
on the basis of individual merit by both the Congress and the President. 
We therefore urge you to vote against concurring in H. R. 8532 as 
amended by S 1284. 

Special Task Force 
Virginia State Chamber of Commerce 

Frank Armstrong, ill, President 
National Fruit Products Co. 

Charles A. Ford, General Manager 
General Electric Co. , Waynesboro 

David R. Waters, President 
Garfinck!l, Brooks Brothers, 
Miller & Rhoads, Inc. 

W. L. Zimmer. III, President 
A. H. Robins Company 
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P.onorabl~ 'T. N. Downing 
Honor~ble G. W. Whitehurst 
Fonorable D. E. Satterfield, III 
Honorable R. W. Daniel, Jr. 
Honorable W. C. Daniel 
Honorable M. Caldwell Butler 
Honorable J. K. Robinson 
Honorable H. E. Harris, II 
Honorable W. C. Wampler 
Honorable J. L. Fisher 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

10 Book Messages 

Separate copy to each 
addressee 

We anticipate that you will shortly be asked to approve H. R. S532 as 
~mended by S 1284, a bill which claims to strengthen antitrust 
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enforcement. Through ~n unprecedented manu ever, its proponents hope 
to avoid a House-Senate conference committee and force a vote without 
a committee's gUidance. 

Amended H. R. 8532 contains radical changes from the House legisla
tion and is, we.feel, harsh and unwise. Two major House protections, 
in particular, have been deleted from the bill's most controversial 
section, the parens patriae provision to which the President has voiced 
his clear opposition: under amended H. R. 8532 (1) price-fL'dng damages 
will be trebled even though a defendant can show it acted in good faith 
and (2) states can "deputize" private attorneys to pursue parens patriae 
suits on a contingency fee basis. 

We believe that this attempt to by-pass normal parliamentary procedure 
should be rejected and the House's three bill format reinstated so that 

SENDING BLANK 
S11nd the above m"•~~g•. llub}act to t"m• on b.tck her.ot, which are h•r•by ag,ed to 

PLEASE TYPE OR WRITE PLAINLY WITHIN BORDER-DO NOT FOLD 
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each section of this important legislation can be considered and judged 
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NeStle 
The Nestle Company, Inc. 100 Bloomingdale Road, White Plains, New York 10605 (914) 946-6400 

September 9, 1976 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: Antitrust Legislation 

Dear Mr. President: 

We know of no State in the Union whose judicial 
system can stand any significant increase in the volume 
of work which it must process. The parens patriae of 
the proposed legislation would make the already high volume 
of the Courts' work chaotic. 

Moreover, to provide the Attorneys General of our 
various States and attorneys for private parties with 
this bludgeon cruelly presses industry down at a time when 
it and the country could use a lift. 

Please, please reject such legislation when it 
crosses your desk. 

ruly yours, 

cc: 

Vice 

The Honorable Philip W. Buchen 
The Honorable John 0. Marsh. Jr. 
The Honorable John J. Rhodes 
The Honorable Hugh Scott 

GAP:v 

T 

1 Manager 
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The President 
The White House 
Wash1ngton, D, C. 20,500 

Dear President P'orda 

September 10, 1976 

I aa writing you in reference to the p&rtns patriae legislation, I plead 
with you to veto any bill which comes to you with the J!.&!:ens patr1ae section 
in it. The ;e_arens J!!triae legislation seems to me to be an open season tor 
LaW7ers to bring suits against companies to gain settl•ents. 

WAKatc 

ooa P, W, Buchen 
J. o. Marsh, Jr. 
J, J. Rhodes 
H. Scott 

Yours sincerely, 

HAWAn-FAR EAST BROKIRAGI 

~d/~ 
Walter A, Kobayashi 
General Sales Manager 



September 13 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASbiiNGTON 

TO: ED SCHMULT 

.FROM: 

_____ For Draft l~e!iponse 

XX For Your Information . __ _.........__. 

Pleasr; Advise ----



near i:~r. Fcrgm:;on: 

.::iu::;t a sho:ct r;c(::3 to t:.hank you for 
;;~.:.:~:D:tng In::~ a c';py of your recent 
lcrttc:r to tho President concerning 
the aatitrust ~egislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
this letter \"lith tl1ose here at the 
~;~·d te Irouse working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

~.rch'n--0. IJ:<n:;h, ,Jr. 
CouP.scllor to the J?rcr;;ldcnt 

Hr. Doug Ferguson 
President 
J,.rnJra Scudder's Snack 

roods Division 
Pet Incor1~rated 
1525 North Raymond Avenue 
r~naheLI\, California 92805 

cc: Ed Schmults 

dl 



fJoug Ferguson 
president 

September 7, 1976 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Ford: 

/ 
SNACK fOODS DIVISION P.t"l 1 

1525 north roymond avenue 

anaheim, caltfornia !J2805 

phones.- (?14/ ??2-5151 
(2/.J) 860-5564 

It seems obvious that Congress will soon submit for your signature 
significant antitrust legislation. We feel compelled to advise you 
of our opposition to the legislation and to urge your veto. 

There are many opjectionable features of the antitrust bills recently 
clearing both houses, but one is of particular importance. The Senate 
omnibus bill, S. 1284, in Title IV, and House bill HR 8532, involve 
parens patriae provisions giving attorneys general authority to bring 
treble damage lawsuits on behalf of a state's citizenry. They, further, 
authorize attorneys general to engage private counsel for such litigation. 
Both of these provisions, it is expected, will be in the Conference 
Committee bill. 

The parens patriae prov1s1on will be a tool for financial and political 
blackmail in the hands of lawyers and attorneys general. Enough of 
such activity is already prevalent in the antitrust field as part of 
class action suits. Just as class suits have not been a consumer boon, 
there certainly will be no consumer benefit derived from parens patriae 
induced complaints. As for defendant companies, the prospect of 
financial devastation will be monumental. 

We do not oppose antitrust laws and we favor responsible enforcement 
from the public and. private sectors. There has, however, been a lot of 
abusive litigation in this field. To create more laws to encourage such 
activity is reprehensible. 

We do not perceive antitrust enforcement to be a lagging activity. If 
there must be a different way to deal with antitrust problems, it must 
be by a method more sensible than that which would be encouraged by the 
proposed legislation and by a method which in itself does not induce 
wholesale improper conduct. 

~ncerely, 

J!!~q_-.52~···~ ~:..U"!)1_,j 
DOUG t)'ERGU~p 

I 

OF/paw 



SNACK fOODS DIVISION ~ 

1525 north !YZ!fmOrui avenue 

anaheim, california 92805 

The Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

---- -



September 13 

TO: 

l''ROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JOHN 0. 

_____ For Draft l~ettponse 

_ ___xx._For Your Information 

Pleasr: Advise ----



..., t r 1 , , 6 

• Ho rr 1 

Sir. r .,, 

... o '· o. 
o 1 r 

l • G - Ho . s 
r..., ident 

Jel r 
502 ·South th Stre t 

of ... 

, Jr. 

Sh · oygan, · on in 53081 

cc: Ed Schmults 

dl 

r !dent 



- ; 

~ENz6 . .JEL COMPANY 
QUALITY DESSERT PRODUCTS AND CONTRACT 
PACKAGING OF ANY DRY MIX FOOD PRODUCT 

502 SOUTH 9TH STREET 411 PHONE 457-7761 • SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN e3081 

August 17, 1976 

President Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Ford: 

I am writing you to ask you to please VETO any bill 
your desk that has a PARENS PATRIAE section in it. 
as a concerned businessman, but more important than 
cerned consumer, and with a family of eight I think 
large consumer. 

that comes to 
I ask you this 
that, as a con
I qualify as a 

This type of bill will probably never directly effect me as a small 
businessman, but it will effect the larger concerns I depend on for 
my existence, and thereby indirectly effect me. It has been my ex
perience that big business does an outstanding job in giving the best 
possible price to people like me and, therefore, we can compete in 
our economy. PARENS PATRIAE legislation could take the sharp edge 
of competition and destroy it to a point where the small company could 
no longer enjoy a piece of the action. 

Our courts will become overrun with cases instigated by unscrupulous 
and misinformed attorneys and 99% of these cases will be settled out 
of court, which will amount to nothing more than a payoff. 

In time, and history will back this up, the Government will have to 
step in and create a bureau to control prices, which will result in 
more taxes. The added cost to business in settlements and legal fees 
will be added to the cost of products and ultimately the consumer 
pays the whole bill. 

This is why I ask for your veto as a consumer first, and a business
man second. 

Thank you for your time, Mr. President. 

Sincerely, 

ENZO JEL COMPANY 
/ . / 

'/ I. i I 
. ~-l ·~ .{·,? .. ; .-"'~~:,..~·--'1 .. <-Jc_~l 

:I 

Gerald Hoerres:cb President 



Of RlRSHR 
BROKER/ MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVE 
P.O. BOX 3-368 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

September 13, 1976 

President Gerald R. Ford 
14h i te House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear ~·1r. President: 

PARENS PATRIAE 

ANCHORAGE 

907-277-4312 

I urge you to veto any bill passed by Congress that 
contains a parens patriae clause. This is a monstrous thin9, 
an d t h e enormous c ost--w l"ll be p a s s e d on to con s u mer s . I t w i 11 
only enrich attorneys. 

I manufacture nothing. ~Y life savings, however, are 
invested in stocks and bonds, and these will become very risky 
if this bill passes. I can assure you these investments will 
be liquidated promptly if this bill passes, with or without 
your signature. I frankly believe a lot of investors will sell 
securities. 

I am a conservative, balance the budaet Republican. 
If this legislation passes, and the stock market drops, you 
could lose the election. I don't think the country can stand 
a liberal, labor oriented president at this ooint. 

Sincerely, 

J. R. Stewart 

JRS:bds 

copy: ~The Honorable Philip W. Buchen 
The Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
The Honorable John J. Rrodes 
The Honorable Hugh Scott 




