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THE WHITE HoUSE 

WASHINGTON 

HOUSE AND SENATE LEADERSHIP 
CALLS APRIL~ 5, 1975 



Ap.U I. 1915 

DONRUMSRLD 

JACJtMARSH 

I woUd appndate yow p••iaa to the PrealdeDt the foJ.lewtat rtipCIII"t &.\ 8tll 
Keadall pnpared .a .. ad'rielaa tbe s ... te L_.enlalp of tiM Pr•tcl..t'e •••aae 
to the ... _._. aad Preald•t Pro T1rp•• of the s.ata, OOMandlaa tM War 
Powan ...... I partt-..ly call to,..,_ atteatlca 8anatDr MaaaAalcl'• req ... t 
ooatataed ia Ida cc.aeldt 

·-- Place -
Fl..Wa 

GrWla 

. .., •.•. D.c. 

12:45 

12&50 

12:55 

0 .k. Appredatae beia8 kept lafon~ed. 
Allkad me to t.e11 Prui4•t llela caWaa 
D-.ocratlc Polley C:O...tttee ......., 
Moaday ....ta& to dtac:ua ••IY, 
nfaa• &ad lado-Chiaa aituatlaa. 

Hu ftO ...-~eaa wtth it. Aalted to be 
lafonaed lf ••• la uay 'flak. 1 

Thi• S. proper nla for Pnalcl.t. 
Thlab Pr..td•t I.e haeciJSaa a 
terribly dtfl.c:ult altuatloa vey well. 

ALL APPUCIA TED DING DPT INFOIU.CBD. 

S.uor 11\lp Scott ta lpala Ia beiDa ad•ed Ia care of 11ae U .a. Aabu•ador •••· 

• 



April I, 1971 

DON RUMSPIELD 

PROM: JACK MARSH 

I wCNW wrec&ate J'CNI' P••S.. te the PN111"-t e.e ~ r•owt &c. Charlie 
L~pfen .......... altR adYl8iJaa the Hnlle L_._.htp ~the Pr•i ... t'• --•aa• 
tD thelpeaker ad Pn.lcleDt Pro T-.p•r• of the I..U., CDMeaiat the War 
Powen .. tter. 

Micllel P...ta,m. lZaH •tt.c-.... 

1•1 CHARLIS L&PPBRT 

Tip O'NelU ba lenel ta beiat ad~Hd ia care of the U .I. AIR••.._ then. 

.. . 
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MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 4, 1975 

JACK MARSH 
BRENT SCOWCROFT 

DONALD R UMSFELD 

The President signed the cables to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate 
(reference WH 50624) at 1734 Pacific Coast time, April 4, 1975 
in San Francisco, California. Please see that the texts are 
transmitted to the appropriate approved addresses in a timely 
manner. 

cc: Dick Cheney 
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Pub lie Law 93-110 

CONSULTATION 

Sec. 3. The President in every possible instance shall consult with. 
Congress before introducing United States Armed Forces into hostili­
ties or into situations where imminent involvement b hostilities is 
clearly indicated by t.'-le circumstances 1 and after every-- such introduc­
tion shall consult regularly wit..l-t t..t,.e Congress until United States 

. Armed Forces are no longer. engaged i!'l. hostilitie3 c:- b.a"tre been.rer.::')~J"eC. 
from such situations. 

.REPORTING 

Sec. 4. (a.) In the absence of a declaration of war, in any case in 
which United States Armed Forces are introduced--

(1) into hostilities or into situations where imminent involve­
ment in hostilities is clearly indicated by the circumstances; 

(2) into the territory, airspace or waters of a foreign nation, 
while equipped for combat, except for deplo~ents which relate 
solely to supply, replacement, repair, or training of such forces; 
or 

(3) In numbers which substantially enlarge United States 
Armed Forces equipped for combat already located in a foreign 
nation; 

the President shall submit wit."l.in 48 hours to the Speaker of t.'le House 
of Representatives and to the President pro tempore of t.l-te Senate a 
report, in writing, setting forth-

(A) the circumstances necessitating the introduction of United 
States Armed Forces; 

(B) the constitutional and legislative authority' under which 
such introduction took place; and; 

(C) the estaimted scope and duration of t...,_e hostilities or 
involvement. 
(b) The President shall provide such other information as the 

Congress may request in the fulfillment of its constitutional responsi­
bilities with respect to committing the Nation to war and to the use of 
United States Armed Forces abroad. 

(c) Whenever United States Armed Forces are introduced into 
hostilities or into any situation described in subsection (a) of this 
section, the President shall, so long a:; such armed forces continue to be 
engaged in such hostilities or sitt.lation, report to the Congres periodi­
cally on the status of such hostilities or situation as well as on t..l:!.e 
scope and duration of such hostitlities or situation, but in no event shall 
he report to the Congress less often than once every six months. 
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that its original authorization for food aid included the entire amount 
"\. 

:tJien requested by the Executive Branch and all but $10,000,000 of the 

economic aid originally requested. 

In recommending the provision of additional food aid the Committee 

wishes to make a number of specific recommendations regarding the bn­

plementation of the food aid and humanitarian relief program. The 

COlTIIlittee emphasizes that: 

(1) food assistance should be furnished, to the maximum extent 

practicable, under the auspices of and through international age~cies · 

or private voluntary age~cies. The Committee gave serious consideration 

to an amendment offered by Senator Pell which would h~ve required that 

all future obligations for economic assistance be for aid through inter­

national agencies and voluntary organizations only. Although the Committee 

strongly supported the objective of that proposal, it felt that the inter-

national and voluntary agencies were not prepared to assume the full 

burden of distributing food and other humanitarian. relief aid in Cambodia 

at the present time.· The Committee is aware of the he!I'oic relief efforts . 

being carried out by the voluntary agencies in Phnom Penh :md bopes that 
' . -
&nerican officials will help to insure the safe departure of their ... 

.;gsrsonnel, including particularly their Cambodian na~ional employe;;, from 
. -

the country in the event this becomes necessary. All possible assistance 

should be rendered by the United States to encourage and assist the 

personnel of the voluntary relief agencies. 
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that its original auth6r1iation for food aid included the entire amount ' . 
then requested by the Executive Branch and all but $10,000,000 of the 
' . 

economic aid originally requested. 

In recaunending the provision of additional food aid the Carmi.ttee 

wishes to make a number of specific reconmendations regarding the im· 

plementation of the food aid and humanitarian relief program. The 

Camdttee emphasizes that: 

(1) food assistance should be furnished, to the max:inum extent 

practicable, under the auspices of and through international agencies · 

or private voluntary age~cies. The Committee gave serious consideration 

to an amendment offered by Senator Pell which 'WOUld have required that ... 
all future obligations for economic assistance be for aid through inter- · 

national agencies and voluntary organizations only. Although the Committee 
. . 

strongly supported the objective of that proposal, it felt that the inter­

national and voluntary agencies were not prepared to assume the full 

burden of distributing food and other humanitarian. relief aid in Cambodia 

at the present time.· TI;te C9!II!Ilittee is aware of the hei'Dic relief efforts · 

being carried out by the voluntary agencies in Phnom Penh and bmzes· that 
~ . ~ 

American officials will help to insure the safe departure of their -.l??rsonnel, including .. particularly their Cambodian national employet;;, from -the country in the event this becanes necessary. All possible assistance 

should be rendered by the United States . to encourage and assist the · 

personnel of the voluntary relief agencies. 
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Please substitute this paragraph for your third paragraph of letter 
to the Speaker: 

Although these forces are equipped for combat within the 
meaning of Section 4 (a) (2) of Public Law 93-148, their sole 
mission is to assist in the evacuation including the maintenance 
of order on board the vessels engaged in that task . 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 4, 1975 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

As you know, last Saturday I directed United States participation 
in an international humanitarian relief effort to transport refugees 
from Danang and other seaports to safer areas farther south in 
Vietnam. The United States has been joined in this humanitarian 
effort by a number of other countries who are offering people, 
supplies and vessels to assist in this effort. This effort was 
undertaken in response to urgent appeals from the Government 
of the Republic of Vietnam because of the extre·mely grave nature 
of the circumstances involving the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of refugees. This situation has been brought about by large-scale 
violations of the Agreement Ending the War and Restoring the 
Peace in Vietnarn by the North Vietnamese who have been con­
ducting massive attacks on the Northern and Central provinces 
of South Vietna·m. 

In accordance with ·my desire to keep the Congress fully informed 
on this ·matter, and taking note of the provision of Section 4(a)(2) 
of the War Powers Resolution (Public Law 93-148), I wish to report 
to you concerning one aspect of United States participation in the 
refugee evacuation effort. Because of. the large number of refugees 
and the overwhelming dimensions ot the ta,sk, I have ordered U. S. 
naval vessels to assist in this effort, including Amphibious Task 
Group 76. 8 with 12 embarked helicopters and approximately 700 
marines. These naval vessels have been authorized to approach 
the coast of South Vietna·m to pick up refugees and U. S. nationals, 
and transport them to safety. Marines are being detailed to 
vessels participating in the rescue mission. The first vessel 
entered South Vietnam territorial waters at 0400 a. :m.- EDT on 
April 3, 1975. 
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Although these forces are equipped for combat within the 
meaning of Section 4 (a) (2) of Public Law 83-148, they are 
under orders to avoid involvement in hostilities and 
combat activities. Should a serious risk from hostilities 
develop at a particular location, their orders require 
that they withdraw, unless engaged in activities to save 
the lives o£ U. S. citizens. The sole mission of the Marines 
aboard the Task Group ships and the military sealift command 
ships is to assist in maintaining order on board the ships 
while receiving and transporting refugees. 

As stated above, the purpose of the introduction of United 
States naval vessels into Vietnamese waters is to assist in 
an international humanitarian effort involving vessels of 
several nations, including both military and civilian craft. 
The United States' participation in this effort includes the 
charter of commercial vessels, the use of military sealift 
command vessels with civilian crews, as well as United 
States naval vessels with military crews. This effort is 
being undertaken pursuant to the President's constitutional 
authority as Commander-in-Chief and Chief Executive in the 
conduct of foreign relations and pursuant to the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, which authorizes humani­
tarian assistance to refugees, civilian war casualties and 
other persons disadvantaged by hostilities or conditions 
relating to hostilities in South Vietnam. 

You will appreciate, I am sure, my difficulty in telling you 
precisely how long United States forces may be needed in this 
effort. Our present estimate, howetter, is that this operation 
may involve the presence of United States naval vessels in 
Vietnamese waters for a period of at least several weeks. 



Text of President1s Message to the Speaker of· the House and President 
pro tempore of the Senate 

April 4, 1975 

As you know, last Saturday I directed. United States participation in an 
international humanitarian relief effort to transport refugees frorn DaNang 
and other seaports to safer areas farther sout..l;. in Vietnam. The United 
States has been joined in this humanitarian effort by a number of ot..l;.er 
countries who are offering people, supplies. and vessels to assist in this 
effort. This effort was undertaken in response to urgent appeals from 
the Government of the Republic of Vietnam because of the extremely grave 
nature of the circumstances involving t..'le lives of hundreds of thousands· 

· of refugees .. This situation has been brought about by large-scale V..ola­
tions of the agreement ending the war and restoring the peace in Vietnam by 
the North Vietnamese who have been conducting massive attacks on the 
northern and central provinces of South Vietnam. 

In accordance with my desire to ;keep the Congr~~ fully informed on this 
matter, and taking note of the provision of Section 4(a) (2) of the War Powers 
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), I wish·~ report to you concerning one~· 
aspect of United States participation in the refugee evacuation effort. 
Because of thelarge_number of refugees and the overwhelming dimensions 
of t.."le task, I have ordered U.S. Naval vessels to assist in this effo!"t, 
including amphibious task group 76.8 with 12 embarked helicopters and 
approximately 700 Marines. These Naval vessels have been authorized 
to approach the coast of South. Vietnam to pick up refugees and U.S. 
Nationals, and transport them to safety.· Marines are being detailed to 
vessels participating in the rescue mission. The first vessel entered 
South Vietnam territorial waters at 0400 a.m. EDT on Aprill, 1975. 

Although these forces~are equipped for combat within the meaning·of 
Section 4(a:) (2) ofPublic Law 93-148, their sole mission is to assist 
in the evacuation including the maintenance of order on board t."le 
vessels engaged in that task. 

As stated above, the purpose of the introduction of United States Naval 
vessels into Vietnamese waters is to assist in an international humani- . 
tarian effort involving vessels of several nations. including bot.."l military 
and civilian craft. The United States' participation in this effort includes 
the charter of commercial vessels, the use of military sealift command. · 
vessels with civilian crews, as well as United States naval vessels wit..lt · .. 
military crews. This effort is being undertaken pursuant to the President's 
constitutional authority as Commander-in-Chief and Chief Executive in the 
conduct of foreign relations and pursuant to the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, as amended, which authorizes humanitarian assistance to refugees,. 
civilian war casualties and other persons disadvantaged by hostilities . 
or conditions relating to hostilities in South Vietnam. 
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You will appreciate, I am sure, my difficulty in telling you precisely how 
long United States Forces may be needed in this effort. Our present 
estimate, however, is that this operation may involve the presence of 
United States Kaval vessels in Vietnamese waters for a period of at 
least several weeks. 

Is/ GERALD R. FORD . 




