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4:30 Yul Brynner called from his dressing room (617) 426-9291
and would appreciate a call back.

He is with an organization called "Friends for
All Children'  ADRR Dept. of State

Said they had a donation from AID for $100,000 ? ?
for ophans of Vietnam, The situation is desperate
for Saigaon, They have 500 kids already adopted
waiting for the legalization of papers. Supplies
are at the minimum,

He said you and he talked about this at lunch at the
Swedish Embassy? ? and you said if there was ever
anything Ké/Jdod you could do to help to let him know.

He said what they really need is an airlift by a 747 from
Saigon to the United States -- to Oakland or Denver --
with even temporary visas for the kids who are to be
adopted by Americans, Europeans, Canadians, etc.
They!re looking for places for the kids,

He would appreciate a call,
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HAND DELIVERY

Philip W. Buchen, Esquire
Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Buchen:

I am writing at your suggestion, made in your telephone con-
versation yesterday with my partner, Bruce Lane, and myself. The
deterioration of the military situation has progressed so rapidly
in South Viet Nam that since our conversation, Camranh City, the
home of the little girl of whom we spoke, has in fact been captured
by the North Viet Namese and clearly any evacuation of the girl
is most likely impossible at this time.

For your information, I thought I would explain in more detail
the circumstances that prompted our telephone call. My brother-in-
law, Anton Anderegg of Boring, Oregon, served as a para-medic in
Viet Nam in the years 1970 and 1971. During that time he was
stationed at Camranh Bay and made the acquaintnace of the young
girl named Vuong Le Thu who lived in the Camranh Bay Christian
Orphanage. 1In the course of his tour of duty there he undertook to
help the young girl both persoconally and financially and continues
today to pay her support in the orphanage. About a year ago, Mr.
Anderegg began corresponding with Mr. Ha, the director of the orph-
anage, in an attempt to adopt the little girl and have her brought
to the United States to live with his family. For a variety of
reasons he was unable to make any progress toward this goal.

We had hoped, when we spoke to you, that some steps might be
taken to expedite her transfer to the United States and the adoption
by the Andereggs. We, of course, understood that many Americans
and other South Viet Namese who were in imminent danger had to be
evacuated from South Viet Nam on a priority basis, and we did not
expect that Vuong would preempt any air accommodations.



Philip W. Buchen, Esguire
April 2, 1975
Page Two

Unfortunately, the problem seems to have become moot, due to
the capture of Camranh Bay by the North Viet Namese this morning.

The Andereggs join Bruce Lane and me in thanking you for the
consideration you have shown in this matter.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN

FROM: LOU THOMPSON
SUBJECT: Summary of Secretary Schlesinger's April 2 Press Conference

Before the Secretary began his press conference, Joe Laitin said the
four ships are off Nha Trang and will be moving and he will give the
precise location later.

Secretary Schlesinger gave an over-all assessment of the combat situation
as follows:

Continued deterioration in the highlands, Cam Ranh Bay still under
government control, some reduction in combat activity around Saigon and
Tay Ninh, some increase in combat activity in the delta but the delta
remains relatively stable. Two-thirds of the country is under Communist
control and it is a situation of historic and tragic proportions. )

Schlesinger said he expects the Saigon defenses will be tested within the
next four weeks or less, Said there is a possible defensive area around
Saigon and the delta which can be held with the present forces, however,
shoudl North Vietnam decide to move its uncommitted divisions south, the
defense of Saigon will be severely tested. Relatively little movement
from North Vietnam but some southward movement of NVN strategic
reserve positions.

Estimated equipment losses to be $2 billion.

Any one-for-one replacement of equipment would be what we preceive the
present needs would be to stabilize Saigon and would be contingent on the
President's decisions after he receives his report from General Weyand.

Concerning re-introduction of American forces, Schlesinger referred to
the President's March 6 statement and said that position stands. Said
he could not rule out the President asking Congress to use air power but
considered the probability of such a request to be relatively low.



The Department of Defense position on the use of U, 5. Marines is to adher
strictly to the law of August 15, 1973 concerning the cut-off of all combat
activity in Southeast Asia. That law states that participation is not
permitted and if U.S. forces were placed in a situation where they could
be drawn into combat, we would be in violation of the law.

The Secretary was asked about plans to evacuate Saigon and he said that

the United States government has emergency evacuation plans for all capitols
around the world and there is, of course, a plan to evacuate Saigon. He
further stated that the forces of the United States are available for

emergency evacuation if requested by the Ambassador through the Department
of State. B

Schlesinger said he is not planning to go to Palm Springs this week and
said he is in daily contact by phone with the President.

He was asked if U.S. intelligence was faulty concerning the events up

to this point, and Schlesinger replied that the basic intelligence problem
was one in which the presence of the South Vietnamese forces and their
will to fight was underestimated, our intelligence concerning Hanoi's
intentions was relatively accurate in that while a major offensive was
not planned until 1976, Hanoi said that if other opportunities presented
themselves, they would take advantage of them.




NEWS CONFERENCE
WITH
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE JAMES R. SCHLESINGER
AT THE PENTAGON
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 1975 -- 12:30 P.M.

Secretary Schlesinger: Gentlemen, I recognize that there is
widespread interest and concern around the country with regard to
the evolving situation in Vietnam. So I thought I would take a few
minutes to answer some questions that you might have.

Generally speaking there is a continued deterioration in the
Highlands. Only four major locations have not as yet been taken
over by the Communist forces. Cam’ Ranh Bay at this point continues
under the control of the government., In MR III, in the area around
Salgon, there has been some reduction in the amount of combat activity.
The situation around Tay Ninh has eased somewhat. There 1is some
increased level of activity in the Delta but the situation in the
Delta contlnues to be stable. Cenerally speaking, I would say
that the conditions in Vietnam are serious. Two thirds of the
country are now under control of the Communists. It has been a
defeat of historic and traglic proportions for the Government to
this point. Whether or not a line can be stabilized north of
Saigon to permit the areas around Sailgon and in the Delta to continue
is something that remains to be seen. We should have a testing of
that in the next four weeks or possibly less. ' '

J: Can we have a reading on the extent, the dollar value, of
the material which was lost, thrown away, destroyed, etc., by the
retreating South Vietnamese forces? ‘

A: The cost of that is notr available to us at this time. As
I mentioned the other day, the data that we have avallable indicate
that at least $600 or $700 million worth of equipment and supplies
have been lost but the sum could go to a billion dollars. I should
emphasize, however, that the major losses in that connection are
equipment losses and that this 1in no way interferes with the need
for material support for the combat forces that continue to support
the government Iin the area of Saigon and the South.

Q: Mr. Schlesinger, there's a report out of Saigon that some
of the commanders over there, I belleve some people high in the
government, are saying that they are being betrayed by the United
States, that they had an assurance that if the Communists had
flagrantly violated the Paris Accords that the United States would
intervene. 1Is there any truth to that? Do you know anything about
that? . =

A: I think that in 1973, as Dr. Kissinger observed the other
day, the United States entered into certain moral commitments; they
were not legal commitments. It was plain at that time that the
United States dntended to support the agreements. We have not been
in a position to exercise American power to support those agreements.
Until January or February of this year, Hanoi in its calculations
included as a very liably prospect the re-introduction of American
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power. That 1s a waning influence and, as vyou know, under the
law we are not permitted to utilize American power which is the only
sanction that could be effectively employed for that purpose.

Q: Do yeu know of any such arrangement though with the South
Vietnamese government? Was there that kind of talk?

A: As I indicated earlier, I think that it was strongly stated
to the South Vietunamese government that the United States Government
intended to see to 1t that the Paris Accords were indeed enforced.

Q: Mr. Secretary, what's your reaction to the rapid deterioration
of the South Vietnamese military?

A I think that this process of unraveling 1s one that we all
find disturbing. It 1is not surprising in a historical sense. Armies
that have been defeated before have tended tc come apart. If one
reviews history, going back to the Roman Empire, one discovers that
in retreat armies do have a tendency to degenerate. A retrograde
operation of the sort that was ordered by President Thieu a few
weeks ago is, of course, the most difficult operation to be carried
out even by seasoned, disciplined, well~trained troops that are well
led. y

G: If the North Vietnamese army keeps up its push southward, does
the ARVN have the means to stabilize the military situation? :
A: As I dndicated before, that remains to be seen. I£f the
North Vietnamese continue to move their forces to the Saigon area,
that would be a very severe test of the forces remaining to the
government.

}: Does the United States have any plans to cut off the airllft
to Phnom Penh?

A: The United States plans to continue the airllft to Phnom
Penh so long as there is funding available for the airlift and for
the supplies. :

Q: But if Saigon is under siege, will you still attempt the
airlift?
A:  The airxlift, part of it comes out of Thailand, as you know.

Q: How long do you believe President Thieu can remain in power?
A: That is a subject for the Vietnamese to determine amongst
themselves. They have a constitutional system, and if there are
any changes to be made in the government, of course that is some-
thing that will be determined by the Vietnamese themselves.

Q: Mr. Secretary, will you recommend to the President that he go
to the Congress and ask for permission to reintroduce U.S. airpower
or any other way to put U.S. forces back into Vietnam, or to use
them in some way in Vietnam?
A: I think that the President's statement of March 6 is quite
definitive on that subject. He indicated at that time that there
would be no reintroduction of U.S. military power. K
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Q: Including alr power?
A: U.S. military power I believe was the gilst of what he said.

Q: Mr. Secretary, sir, there isn't any ambiguity in your
earlier reply to the question of what kind of commitment we had
to South Vietnam at the time of the peace accords; you repeated
Secretary Kissinger's words, "the moral commitment.” Does
that -- did that commitment include a promise to intervene with
force in the event of a major violation by North Vietnam of the
Accords?

-A: I do not know the answer to that question. What I indicated
earlier was that the United States indicated its determination at
that time that the Accords not be grossly violated and although the
Accords started to be violated by Hanoi from the very time the
agreements were signed, the violations tended to be low~level,
relatively discreet, rather than gross and blatant as thgy have become
more recently..

Q: Mr. Secretary, are there any plans to reintroduce the one-for-
one exchange? Are we going to try to get the number of alrcraft to
Vietnam -— let's say, they've lost or abandoned?

A: Any question of the putting in of additional equipment into
Vietnam would be based upon what we perceive to be the present needs
of the situation, reflecting the possibility of a stabilizing of a
defense perimeter north of Saigon and that any details of that sort
.will have to be worked out with the President subsequent to the
return of General Weyand when he provides his report.

Q: Mr. Secretary, do you have a worst—case/best-case forecast
for what is liable in the future? 1In the worst case, how long do
you think Saigon could hold; in the best case, how long?

A: I would care to avoid speculation on that subject. As you
know, the testing period should come in the next 30 days, and I would
hope -~ we would all hope —-- that under the circumstances that
Saigon will be able to stand up to that test. The best case I think
1s just what has been 1indicated, that there will be the possibility of
a defensive area in the South -~ Saigon and the Delta -~ that can
be held with the forces available to the government.

.

Q: What are the ingredients going into making up thls estimate
perlod? Why do you put that kind of time limit onm it?

A: What is Hanoi's strategy, whether Hanoi plans to bring its
forces indeed down into the area around Saigon; whether it would
plan on an assault against Saigon; whether they would consolidate
their gains in the northern part of the country ~- in the Highlands
and MR I or would seek to disrupt by moving fnto the Delta areas,

1 think that those are the major considerations regarding the
capability of the forces opposed to the government forces in that
periocod of time. There is also the question of how successfully the
government will be in pulling together the forces that are available;
the troops that have been evacuated from the North making them
reasonably combat effective and stemming and reversing the decline

in morale of those forces. o ~ .

e
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Q: Mr. Secretary, based on what you know now, do you see any
- evidence that Hanol is tilting toward any one of those options?
For example, do you see any evidence that they are moving down divisions
from MR I and II, for example, closer to Saigon? : ,
A: There has been relatively little movement of that sort.
There has been the further movement, however, of some of their
divisions from the strategic reserve toward the South.

@: Mr. Secretary, two more questions on the Phnom Penh
airlift: are you saying that if Saigon becomes unavailable, we '11
shift all of our operations to Thailand?

A: That would have to be worked out but I think that the question
is a moot one unless we get additional funding from the Congress
because our funding limitations are quite severe at the present time.

Q: What 1s our recourse 1f Thailand denies us permission?
A: Well, I think that wé will have to deal with all of those
aspects as the problem arises; I do not think the problem will arise.

Q: In the past the Administration has always said the South
Vietnamese have shown the will to fight and therefore -- (inaudible)
Now the Administration is saying -- both Mr. Habib and you are saying --
that the test is about to come. Are you in any way telling the
South Vietnamese that it's time that they make a stand and fight;
it's time that they stop this strategilc withdrawal;if they do not
they will have no chance of getting it when it comes.
A: That was not my intention to tell them that; but I think
that the circimstances convey that message in themselves.

Q: Can I get back to your earlier point; you referred back to
the President's remarks of March 6, I don't recall exactly, you
sald military power, but the thrust of it was no GIs would be going -
in. Are you ruling out the possibility that the President will
make a request to the Congress to use American airpower?

A: 1 cannot rule that out at this time but that 1is a subject
that would have to be reviewed very carefully with the President
and I think that the likelihood even of that form of reintroduction
of power is quite low.

Q: Do you anticipate a massive airlift dnring the next 30
days in the manner of the 1973 airlift to Israel?

. A: No, sir, at this time we have the $175 million worth of
funding which is the fourth quarter's portion of the $700 million
worth of funding that was allowed to use in FY 75. We will continue
to draw on that funding but the kind . of operations that you describe
would depend upon the availability of far greater funding than is
presently available”to us., . At _any point that we receive additional
funding we would have to consider that possibility.vL, :

P

N N e e A

Q: Mr. Secretary, I ve been intrigued by your comments over the
last two weeks. First an attack on Saigon was expected in 1976; as -
recently as Monday it was expected within 30 to 60 days and dow '”“BT
it's expec;ed ‘in thirty days. Are you troubled by the intelligence :

MGRE
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you've been receiving from your best experts? That's one question
and the second one is what's changed your mind so rapidly?

‘ A: I think that what I've just said is essentially what I've
said before that we could have a test In the next 30 days or so. The
other day, I think T was talking about an assault on Saigon. What
we're saying here is that there is that possibility in the near time
frame. More generally with regard to the Intelligence matter, the
prevailing intelligence until March 17 was that Hanoi Intended to
chip away in an attempt to eliminate pacification, eliminate
government strong points but the main assault, the allout offensive
so frequently described would come in 1976. That could change if
there were opportunities presented to Hanoil. I think that the
estimate of Hanol's intentions in retrospect probably stands up
quite well. The problem with intelligence was not the estimate of
the intentions but the estimate of the capabilities of South Vietnam.
It is obvious in retrospect that the strength, resiliency and steadfast-
ness of those forces were more highly valued than they should have
been, so that the misestimates,; I think, apply largely to Saigon's
capabilities rather than to Hanol's intention. Now, since March 17,
the intelligence community genevrally has stated that because of the
new opportunities that have been presented to Hanol as a result of
the partial collapse of the forces of Saigon in the North, that they
have been altering their calculations and as a consequence an allout
offensive against Saigon may well come this year. I would point out,
however, that to this point the word offensive probably should be
" kept in quotation marks. There has been relatively little combat
activity. The major combat activity occurred at Ban Me Thout which
fell on the 12th of March. 1In addition to that relatively small
scale engagement, there was a general withdrawal ordered by the
government that has created the opportunity that I have spoken of.

I think that in several ways that our intelligence was deficient.
The ways that come to mind -~ this is in retrospect —~- are that we
had spoken for the past two years of the major logistical effort

on the part of Hanoli developing a road network and a base structure
in the western part of South Vietnam. That the dimpact of that
very substantial expansion of Hanoi's capabilities was not fully
taken into account in striking the balance. Secondly, that we
have been engaged since we were faced with the reduced funding of
this year with the necessity of shrinking the logistical base and
the force structure of the forces available to South Vietnam and
that this shrinkage of the force structure has had effects that go
beyond the physical and have affected morale and organizational
cohesion and resiliency. That also was not taken into account:
sufficiently in striking the balance. And finally, I think that we
must recognize that while we have talked continuously amongst our-
selves of the morale effects of the sharp reduction in ammunition -
consumption and the ammunition allowed the South Vietnamese forces
that that impact on morale has not been taken sufficiently into
account as well as the fact that the economic conditions in Vietnam
have deteriorated in a manner so that the real pay of civil servants
and soldiers has deteriorated -~ that also has affected the underlying

. )
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cohesion of the forces of the government. Now, this 1is all very
well to speak of in retrospect. I think that these are major proeblems
- that are easler to see Iin hindsight than they were in prospect.

Q: This does not add up to placing the blame on the legislature
or any one place in Washington.

A: That 1s correct. I have steadfastly attempted to avoid
placing the blame. If there is blame to be distributed, I think that
the blame can be distributed in a number of places. What I have
repeatedly said, and I have said this steadily during the course of
last year, that with regard to the drastic reductlon of assistance
for Vietnam in which the President's budget request was reduced by
better than 60%, before one takes into account price increases, the
very substantial increase Iin fuel costs as well as munitjions, that
first it was unworthy of the United States to fail to provide material
and moral support to the South Vietnamese after the Paris Agreements
that permitted the reduction of our own forces. I've emphasized that.
I have emphasized secondly, that as a result of the reduction in
funding available, that the force structure and loglstical base of
the South Vietnamese forces has been shrunken. We did naot think
shrunken unacceptably. Thirdly, we have been aware of the impact
on morale of the declining availability of ammunition and those are

considerations that must be kept fully in mind.

Q: In discussions on morale, do we have any feeling yet for the
state of morale which has set in the South Vietnamese divisions in
the IITI and IV Regions, those which have not been involved in this
retreat?

A: We do not know the answer to that. We know that the effects
of the collapse in the North cannot but have some effect on the morale
of the remaining forces. As 1 indicated earlier, any decline in morale
must be stemmed and reversed 1if there is to be a substantial chance
of establishment of a stabilized perimeter.

Q: For example, in the 1972 offensive 1in hindsight 1t was
viewed that the North made some mistakes in not fully exploiting some
of theilr opportunities and that they didn't have the wherewithal to
respond quickly to a changing situation. You said now that they
obviously have a very good loglstics system. - Is there any doubt
in your mind that they have the capability, if they choose, to bring
down a large number of divisions quickly and to launch the kind of
attack that would be a very serious test for the defenders? ,

- A: They have the capability to move those divisions forward
into MR III and MR 1IV. - ' '

Q: 1If you were going to choose the word to describe the way
you feel about the South Vietnamese actions, or lack of actions, how
would you describe 1it? o .

A: I think that my reaction is one of sympathy. .We are all
distressed, I think, at the partial cellapse of the forces available

to the government in the North. It is plain that the strategic M
decision to withdraw, however wise in terms of the forces available
MORE : qv‘F D
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to the government under those circumstances with the decline in
the mobility assets available to the government, that this was
executed in a way and without sufficlent preparation that it has
led to at least a partial debacle. That, I think, elicits
sympathy on the part of myself and on the part of most Americans.

Q: Would you say that the South Vietnamese divislons and
forces are sufficient to withstand a North Vietnamese attack -- it's
a question of morale and ability of the government to organize
these forces?

A: As I've indicated before, that will be a severe test.

Q: Are the physical forces avallable to the government
sufficient, in youe estimation, to withstand an attack?

A: As I suggested, I think the question there is the morale
of those forces and how they will perform when and if the test comes,
I would prefer not to speculate further on that at this time.

Q: Did President Thieu ask the United States for either trcops
or air cover? '

A: I do not know whether there has been any formal reguest.
I would have to check on that and we'll get back to you.

Q: Does the Defense Department have any general plans for the
evacuation of Saigon, and alsoc, any plans to save equipment the
United States has supplied?

A: The United States Government has an emergency evacuation plan
for all capitals around the world, so that I would suspect that we
have one that is in good shape with regard to Saigon, but that is not
unique to the clrcumstances of Saigon., With regard to the equipment,
there are no such plans. That first of all presupposes that '
circumstances would arise in which it would be appropriate to withdraw
equipment, and I do not think that there 1is much capability to do so.

Q: To follow up on that point, will those four U.S. ships and will
those 700 Marines be available for this emergency evacuation plan if
it becomes necessary to protect American citizens, not only from the
North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong but from South Vietnamese soldiers?
A: In the event of an emergency evacuation plan, the forces of
the United States are available at the request of the Ambassador
through the Department of State.

Voice: We're run over about 12 minutes. Let's take about
three more questions.

Q: Mr. Secretary, 1s it known how many aircraft were lost in
the rout and is it known why they didn't fly them out?

A: Many of the aircraft were non-flyable; some of them were in
storage. As yvou know, once again as a result of the decline in funding,
there have been insufficient parts to maintain some of the aircraft.
Contract maintenance funds were shrunken under the reduced budget and
as a result the decision was made to put some of the aircraft aside and
to concentrate on the maintenance of others. To what extent other

- ; MORE
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aircraft that were flyable were not flown out and why, I do
not know the answer.

Q: Do we know the total number left behind?
A: It certainly would ba in excess of several hundred.

Q: Barring further aid to South Vietnam this fiscal year, is
the $175 million enough to cover the losses, and the defense of
Saigon into the rainy season?

A: The question of enough is dependent upon the ability of
the government effectively to organize the forces available to them.
We have a request to the Congress for $300 million in addition. The
overall strategy with regard to aid will be reviewed by the
Administration when General Weyand returns. The amount of aid
that we can move in at the present time is quite limited.

Q: Do you plan to go out to the western White House this
weekend? i

A: I'm not planning on that at this time; I'm in touch with
the President by phone on a daily basis. ‘

Q: The other part of the question is, is the rainy season
going to hinder the North Vietnamese ——- the raims are about due to
start in another month or so in MR III? v ' _

A: The restrictions on the North Vietnamese would be far less
than they have been historically because of the improvement of the
road net. '

Q: Mr. Secretary, there always is great sensitivity when we
move in Marines and our ships and we all remember the Tonkin Gulf;
what exactly are the orders for the four Navy ships with the four
Marine rifle companies aboard?

A: The position of the Department of Defense 1n its iSSuance of
orders 1is to adhere strictly to the law specified in the cutoff
of all combat activities in the summer of 1973. I believe
August 15; at that time it was indicated to all forces that they
should avoid situations that would require participation in combat.
Those orders continue to apply throughout the four successive states
of Indochina. In any circumstances in which it appears that American
forces would be drawn inte combat situations that would be circumstances
that we become involved in such matters voluntarily,we would be in
violation of the law. ~~*°7

Q: Mr. Secretary,; you said earlier that the United States
was determined ‘to uphold ‘the principles of the Paris Accords and
see that they weré énforcéd ‘and so forth; what recourse dOes
the United States have other than to sénd in troops?
A: That is the problém. I think you put it very well. ,The
ultimate sanction after 1973 was the sanction of re- employment =~
of U.S. military power to- enforce the Accords. With the legislation
" that was passed ‘August’ 15, 1973, the ultimate sanction disappeared a
for the enforcement of those Accords." -
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Q: Can I switch you to something else that you commented
on this week in regard to an oill embargo. You saild intervention
is a remote possibility; you alsc sald on the other hand we would
have to react. You spoke of the reaction being severe; do you want
to elaborate on that?

A: DMNo.

Q: Will you? Or didn't you get enough questions to clarify
your thinking on the matter?

A: I think that there is inherently in such a situation a
considerable degree of ambiguity as I indicated. The prospect of
military intervention on which I was directly asked, continues to
be a remote possibility, What I further stated was that the United
States might react less tolerantly towards the reintroduction of
a boycott depending on the circumstances than it d4did in 1973.

Now, just how we might react under such hypothetical conditions
has not been defined; I do not believe it can be defined untll such
conditions arise and decisions are made.
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Informal Briefing
ASD/PA Joseph Laitin
Wednesday, April 2, 1975

Mr. laitin: My name is Joe Laitin for those of you who don't know me.
1 see a lot of familiar faces here.

The Secretary has been out of the building for a couple of hours and
I've deferred the start of this briefirng to await his return. Although he
has some urgent business ceming up he is deferring some of his own appoint-
ments so that he can come down here and address you himself. I anticipate
that we'll have about 20 minutes, so keep your questions short.

Q: Will he have an opening staterment?

A: I anticipate that he might make an opening statement, but we want
to reserve wmost of the time for questions, which I assume is what you would
want. I remind you, he only has about 20 minutes, so let's try to make the
most of it. He'll be down here within a2 minute or two. Meantime, is there
anything you want to ask me? ' :

Q: What's the present location of those four ships and what are their
orders? :

A: They're off Nha Trang and Cam Ranh Bay. Before the end of the
day we can give you more details. They're moving in that offsfiore area.
We'll give you their precise location later, John.

‘Q: How far off Nha Trang are they?

A: I can fine that out for you. I read in the New York Times this
morning that they're a mile off shore. You may be right, but I'm trying to
check. :

Q: The story didn't say they were ome mile off. It said they had
permission to go in one mile. :
A: 1 believe that is an accurate statement on your part.

Q: Nha Trang is now under North Vietnamese control, isa't it?

A: T can't add to that right now, but we certainly can get the
answer for you before long. I think it is, but I have not read all the cables.
I've read a lot of the traffic this morning but I was not concentrating on
that aspect at the time.

Q: On the other part of John's question about the orders these ships
will be under, what these ships will be doing --

A: Fred, you '11 get all the information that we have available as the day
goes on just as we've been doing the last couple of days.

Q: My memory is that the provisional revolutionary government of North
Vietnam claims a 12-mile territorial limit,

A: You're getting into a legal question there that I don't feel
qualified to address myself to, although your question is certainly a good one.

MORE
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Q: That was a legal question you got into on Au°U¢t of 1964,

A: T went into that with some of our people and it's a 1ong, corplicated
legal thing, and if you talk to one of our genmeral counsels, I'll be glad to
arrange that later in the day, John. As I understand it, beyond three miles
is generally considered as being in international waters.

Q: Does the Secretary have a specific announcement is is it just
going to be mainly Q&A?

A: I told you that he's been out of the building for a couple of
hours and I felt that because of the recent developments you would much
prefer to hear from him than from me, or any of the people in my office.

Q: Vhat's the destination of those four ships?
A: They are in a general area off the coast of Nha Trang.

What's their destination? At one time it had been Cam Ranh Bay.

Q:

A: They're in that area between Cam Ranh Bay and Nha Trang.

Q: WVhere are they going to go now from there is what I'm trying to find
out? v

A: That's one of these I'm trying to find out, too. I'm trying to be
as candid as I know how to be with you. -

Q: All four ships have arrived?
: Yes.

Q: And the Marine rifle companies have been dispersed among the
four ships?

A: I have not had word that the Marine rifle companies have been
dispersed -~ I think the term is transdecked =-— because they are on the two
ships that came from the Okinawa. ZBefore the end of the day I think we
should have more information on that. I'm trying to expedite some of this
information. Some of it I understand won't be available until late tonight, but
we'll get it to you as soon as we can. If it's important enough, I won’t
hesitate to wake you at 3:00 a.nm.

Q: Has any thought been given to using the space on some of these
cargo planes that have come in, the C-3s, to bring some of these babies out?

A: As far as I know, there are only one or two C~5s that have gone to
Saigon. As for whether any thought has been given to this problem, I can
only answer that by saying I've discovered that thought is being given to
everything around here.

Q: I'm sure you can't answer ri ght now, but is there any possibility
whether it will- be considered?

Q: Could we just ask what, if anything, the C-5s or the other alrllft
planes are taking out of South Vietnam?

A: T have absolutely no information on that now, but when I know,
you'll know, as the day goes on.

MORE




Will you take it as a query then?
0f course, Mike. ‘

> Q0

Q: In the event of a general evacuation, are there any plans for
preventlno the loss of more U.S.-furnished military equipment? In other
‘words, if there is a takeover by North Vietpam, the whole coumtry, they
would be turned into -~

A: T think that that is one of the questions that vou might address
to the Secretary when he arrives here momentarily.

Iadies and gentlemen, the Secretary of Defense.
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This was transmitted to the President
this morning and the content was
coordinated with State and NSC.

Dr. Marrs
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We 'are seeing a great human tragedy as untold nurgbérs
of Viefnamese flee the i\{orth Vietnamese onslauv'ght. Trhe United
Stafzes has been doing and will continue to do its ut:most,’to assist
these people.

1 ha.vé, for example, directed all available naval ébips
to stand off Indochina to do whatever is neces sary to assist.

We have appealed to the United Nations to use its moral influence
to permit thesg innocent people to leavef and we callr on North
Vietnam to peri'nit the movement of refugees to areas of their
choice.

- Th;fequirements for the care and 1vu.l'cvirnai:e dispositimi ‘
of all tho'se Wh§ aré ﬁeeing from the war will be hea.vﬁr. Becé.use
of the- largé numhers involved énd the overwnelmmo need for

ass:.stance, I w111 soon be asking the Congress for ac‘ldztxonal funds .

] A ;,.‘“to meet this humanitarian requir‘ement. We will as well be Workmg

with the huma.nitarian agencies to do everything humanly possible
to relie&é thé tragic plight of these refugees., L _ e

the Republic . of Vietnam to expedite transportation to the

.. United States for about 2,000 Vietnamese orphans now in
. Saigon. . I have directed that funds from a $2 million
"+ children's assistance allocation be used to airlift them

in suitable and safe aircraft as soon as possible, and
that the USAID Mission in Saigon move immediately to cut
through any red tape or bureaucratic obstacles.

These orphans are now in the custody of licensed adoption
agencies operating in Vietnam. They were already in the
process of adoption by American families living in various
parts of the United States. Those few who do not have
families arranged will be placed with families now on
waiting 115t5 of the agencies.

We do not now need foster care homes or additional spon-

- soring families. Adoption agencies involved which have

U.S. offices will be contacting the prospective parents.

Inquiries from families in the U.S. who are in the process
of adopting Vietnamese children should be made to the
appropriate adoption agencies. (A list is attached).
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medlcal care made.

A.I.D. has been working with the Government of Vietnam and
U.S. voluntary agencies in Vietnam for two weeks to expedite
the transportation and placement of these orphans in U.S.
homes, because of the overloading of voluntary agency
facilities in Saigon caused by the refugee situation.

We presently are lining up one or two C-5A planes and
equipping them to ensure safe transportation and care
en route. We are also lining up alternative available
planes. The flights will begin within the next 36 to
48 hours and possibly sooner. We are arranging to have
the children met at Travis Air Force Base and/or other

locations on the west coast and to be cared for upon
arrival.

World Airways brought 57 orphans into Oakland last night
at 11:30 p.m. ThlS was an unauthorized flight because the
South Vietnam Government, the FAA, and the U.S. Mission in
Saigon considered the rice cargo plane to be unsafe and
unsuitable for a long flight of infants across the Pacific.
We would welcome World Airways participatian as long as

its flights are safe and appropriate arrangements for
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The following agencies with branches *=ee in Vietnam dre active in
intercounrry adoption worx. All are either licensed or in the pro-
cess of being licensed by the Ministry ‘of Social Welfare of the
Republic of Vietnam to handle such -adoptions.

rospective adoptive parentg should contact one of the following
agencies: Vo ' :
Holt Children's Service
P.0. Box 2420

1195 City View Street _
Eugene, Oregon 97402 -
Telephone: (503) 687-2202

TAISSA (Traveler's Aid--International
- ’ . Social Services of America)
-3 345 East 46th Street, Room 715 : )
New York, New York 10017 . T
Telephone: (212) 687-2747 '

o

Friends For All Children
- - 445 South -68th Street
T . Boulder, Colorado 80303
B ‘ Telephona: (303) 494-7305

Tnited States Catholic Conference

201 Park Avenue, South - )
. New York, New York 10003 T
N Telephone: (212) 475-5400

e , Friends 'of Children of Vietnam
‘ 600 Gilpin '
Denver, Colorado 80211 ,
Telephone: (303) 321-8251 or 8262

Pearl S. Buck Foundation

2019 DeLancey Place
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103
Telephone: (215) 732-1030

World Vision Relief Organization
919 West Huntington Drive .
- - Monrovia, California 91016° : . , |
Telephone: (213) 357-1111 L o
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2:35 p.m. Thursday, April 3

Mr. Marsh says the memo sent up by General Scowcroft
on the Refugees is about to be released unless you
have strong reservations.

Mr. Marsh is presently in General Scowcroft's office.
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We are seeing a great human tragedy as untold numbers
of Vietnamese flee the North Vietnamese onslaught. The United
States has been doing and will continue to do its utmost to assist
these people.

I have, for example,‘ directed all available naval ships
to stand off Indochina to do whatever is necessary to assist.

We have appealed to the United Nations to use its moral influence
to permit these innocent people to leave, and w;?alf[gnt%orth
Vietnam to permit the movement of refugees to areas of their
choice.

The requirements for the care and ultimate disposition
of all those who are fleeing from the war will be heavsr. Because
of the large numbers involved and the overwhelming need for
assistance, I will soon be asking the Congress for additional funds

'fté meet this humanitarian requirement. We will as well be working
with the humanitarian agencies to do everything humanly possible

to relieve the tiagic plight of these refugees.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

MEMO FOR: SITUATION ROOM

FROM: JACK MAR

Please transmit, via classified channels, the attached

ChEne, —
to Mr. Dvr{(—ufrz-ﬁe‘l'd’ for the President's consideration.

Thank you.




THEWHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 3, 1975

C HEMEB/
BEN-RESERE

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM: JACK MARS

Attached is a question and a proposed responsé which I have prepared on
the Vietnam matter which I would appreciate your bringing to the President's
attention for his consideration.

By way of background, you should be aware that I have run this by Buchen,
Rourke, Wolthius and Cannon who concur in the response.

I have also showed it to Henry who goes with the first paragraph of the response
but takes strong exception to the second paragraph which he feels should be
modified to be less conciliatory. He makes several points which I feel I should
pass on.

1. Henry feels that a statem'ent of not trying to assess blame as to
what went wrong is appropriate.

2. He feels a firm response is necessary by the President that does
not permit the Congress to escape responsibility. He feels that
it is necessary to recount a number of legislative actions in recent
years that lead to the straw that broke the camel's back. For
example, the bombing halt, the steady cuts in aid, other Con-
gressional limitations.

In summary, his view is that the Congress failed to make the hard
choices and accept the responsibilities required of the situation.

Brent's view would be to take the first paragraph of the response on North
Vietnamese aggression and use the responses to similar questions already
forwarded by NSC for the second portion. I feel you should have the

benefit of these views recognizing that the question he receives is not likely
to be in the form any of us have propounded and the response he gives might
reflect a number of inputs.

Determined to be Administrative Marking
Date_‘\(28198__ By_ygll




QUESTION:

Mr. President, there has been much discussion as to who is to blame for the
disastrous turn of events in Vietnam. There has been some reference to your view
that the Congress is Rt fault for failing to provide the recent request for $300
Million in aid. Who do you feel is to blame?

ANSWER:

Let's remember the real source of the problem in Vietnam is the flagrant
aggression and violation of ti?e Paris Peace Accords by the North Vietnamese. They
have invaded South Vietnam. They are the aggressors. They are causing the
refugee problem. If they would withdraw and stop their aggression and their
atrocities, the situation in that country would stabilize. North Vietnam is where
the blame lies by ignoring the Peace Agreement they signed.

that

Now as to what's happened because of the aggression/is more complex
involving many factors here and in Vietnam. As you know, I have had a long
record of supporting our effort there. Naturally, I am sorry that I did not receive
the response that I had hoped for in my request for additional aid and assistance.
Like many others, I am disappointed that over a period of years there has been
both a diminution and limitation on our assistance to South Vietnam but it is not
up to me to become involved in a national debate as to who in America is at fault.
My hope is that the Congress will join with me in doing whatever we might to be
of help and assistance to this besieged country and its people.

It is a tragic situation. I am deeply troubled by what has happened but my

support for them has not changed and I am glad that I did what I did to try to obtain

for them the help I felt they needed.

D.t raiin.d to be Admitative Miking B
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I concur with the agrument that Henry is making on Presidential leadership
and calling on the Nation to pull together to make tough choices and accept
responsibilities as a world leader. I think this should be the thrust of next
week's Congressional Message and insuing speeches in the days and weeks
ahead. In this the Congress will have to be challenged, and in a Churchillian
sense.

Where I think we differ is how we point out these Congressional inactions in
Vietnam that contributed to developments there. I think the press conference
forum is not the best place to make the points that need to be made.




- A giant storm dumped snow on five midwestern states,
causing 29 deaths and closing down Chicago's O'Hare
Airport for only its third time. Michigan used its
National Guardsmen to rescue motorists.

- More favorable economic news was reported by the networks.
The President expressed confidence at his news conference
that recovery will start by summer.

FROM THE WIRES

O'Neill and Delegation To See Rabin

Tel Aviv (AP) -- A 25-man U.S. Congressional delegation
arrived in Israel today for talks with Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin and a tour of Israel's front line with Syria. The
delegation, led by Rep. Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr., (D., Mass.),
flew aboard a U.S. Air Force jet from Cairo, where they met
high-ranking Egyptian officials. O'Neill said he expected
the Geneva Middle East peace conference to be reconvened, but
he did not rule out further Israeli-Egyptian negotiations
through the United States despite the collapse of Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger's mediation mission. "The final step
should be settled directly between Israel and Egypt," he said.
The delegation leaves for home Sunday.

Kissinger - Dobrynin Meet

Washington (UPI) -- Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
today conferred with Soviet Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin on
Middle East issues and the talks on strategic arms limitation
agreements. Dobrynin said he and Kissinger also discussed
Indochina "but only on minor issues." The hour-long meeting
started at 3:30 p.m.

/ FROM THE NETWORKS

\// Ford Says He Has Authority to Use Military to
Protect Americans in South Vietnam

President Ford said today at a San Diego news conference
he believes he has the authority to use the military to
protect any evacuation of Americans from South Vietnam, CBS
reported.
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Walter Cronkite challenged this on the CBS Evening News.
Cronkite said: : ; :

"The question about the President's authority to use troops
for an evacuation involves the War Powers Act passed by Congress
.in 1973 over the veto of then President Nixon. That law says
the President may use troops if it becomes necessary because of
an attack on the United States, its territories or possessions,
or its armed forces. But the law says nothing about the
protection of Americans overseas, neither authorizing the use
of troops nor expressly forbidding it, for that matter. Spokes=
men in the coffices of some Senators who backed the law concede
that this is a murky area." :

ABC/NBC reported that the President's news conference was
his first detailed assessment of what he termed the "sad and
‘tragic events in South Vietnam," but said he retains basic
optimism about the future. The.President announced (shown on
‘CBS film) an American airlift of some 2,000 already-adopted
orphans.

John Chancellor (NBC) said the President indicated it would
be up to the American people to judge who is at fault for
the events in South Vietnam. Howard K. Smith (ABC) said Ford's
mood was somber and his personal frustration was clear. Tom
Brokaw (NBC) said the President blamed the chaos on President
Thieu's unilateral decision to withdraw his troops from the
Central Highlands. Thieu also was frustrated by Congress, which
had refused to vote additional aid to South Vietnam, the
President said.

Bob Schieffer (CBS) said the President defended the history
of the American involvement in Vietnam. Tom Jarriel (ABC) said
Ford protested that the restrictions of the War Powers Act
stripped him of even the psychological threat of U.S. interven-
tion in Indochina. :

On ABC/CBS film, the President said he is frustrated but
he is convinced "this country is going to continue its leader-
ship." The President said (on NBC/CBS film) that the United
States will not abandon its allies. He warned any adversaries
that they should not feel that the tragedy of Vietnam is an
indication that Americans have lost their will or desire to
‘stand up for freedom anywhere in the world.
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Cifice of the White Houss Press Ssecretary
{San Diego, Sahﬁornxa}

THE WHITE HCOUSE

TEXT OF REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
i TC TH E WHI’”E HOUSE CONFERENCE
N DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

ern delighted to be here today on ths brautiful shores sf San Disgo bay --
Ameriw s clzanest bay informa of sise and traffic, I am espsclally
plenn=d hecauss this is 5 shovrcese of what Americans can do on a local
irvel (o soxve problems and w’apan& to the future with crzafivity and
confidance,

 San Diago has demonatrated that envizonmental guality is good busineas,

Even the animala in your farnous s600 are thriving becauss of your achieve-
ments in preserving ounr natural heritage as you develop the rdost modern
recreatioral and industrial facilitiss, I commend your carsfully managed
residential growth., Sau Diego is truly 2 city on which »:;thc-s could be
moaeled,

Iar eapacially proud of the rols of the United States Navy as a good
citizen in San Disgo, amony our greatest Naval bases, And I pledgs to\
you today, as one who sailed from bere during Worlid War Twa, that ]
reroain conunitted to a Navy sscond to none in readiness, capabllity and
dedication to our nation's highest ideals,

I know that the concarns of this aras go beyond your vital Navy inatallations
and the wonders of the San Dizgo zoo. Too many in this region ars without
zmployment. Prices and taxes are too high, New sources of ensrgy sre
sssential,

I 2180 know that local problams are best solved by local people. This
adminisiration responded to your ploneering ¢f growth management strategy
to presarvs the reaidential snvironment., The Departrment of Housing and -
Urban Development bhas juat approved San Diego's application for $9,1 raiilion
vzdar the historic nsw community development block grant legislation,

This confars upon San Disgo the distinction of being one af the very :us;
malor clities to raceive such assistance,

Your able mayor, Pete Wilson, tells me that one of the ways this grant
will be used is to speed economic development by atiracting new business
snd indusiries to San Diego, Funds from this new block grant approach
ar= avallable for the first time to prepare sites and, together with the
on-the-job training programs of the E}s?artmen: of Labor, oifer an exira
inducamant for new enterprises to locate in your already world-rancwned
ciirmate, -

This kind of local initdabive and planning proves we ares on the right track
with blark granta inastead of frying to run everything from Washingtion,
and demonstrates my firm conviciion that the beat featmrea of community
dsvalopment should neither bs aacrificed in the curreant economic clisviits
nor atifled by Fsderal red tape.

San Disgo is & showcase of the good neighbor policy, The naarby Mexican
bordez is the busieat international crosaing in the world, rnaking thiz a
gataway ity with 2 unigue challenge. San Diego and Tijuana share the sama
air and water and seek joint solutions to problems that cross national
boundaries, ~
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I cornrmend Fronteras 1976, the San Diego ccm&ﬁ@*sr‘biemw fn{o}eeif
jointly sponsored by the city and the University of California f&: Saxx &fga,
This project will advancs regional and interpaticnal undersianding -~ demon-

r oz :" % g ¥
atrating to the world the potential of creative cooperabioh asd intefdepsndence
among soversign nmabons,

Serious problems coniront the American people 8t homi, ¥at hnaiﬁ;sm?magi

2 i s 3 e 3 ~
and the growth of vur scopomy, as well a3 our national szcurity, are directly
related to reistions with the reat of the world,

In recent weekas we witnessad discouraging and fragic eveantia in thé Hiddle
Ezst on which we depend for far too rmuch of our snergy nz2is. Thess
developments dramatized the urgency of moving ahead in Ban Ulégoand
throughout Amarica with constructive sction to make this naticd {sdependent
of foreign sources of sasrgy.

‘Today I renew my challengs to the Congress to act bafora the snd of this
maonth on the urgentiy-needed energy program I reguestsd last January.
Ve can aiford no moras delays.

I would not be frank snd honsst with you if I wers to ignore the sericus
zetbacks we have suifered in rscent weaks in our guest for peace in the
hiiddie East and, more recently and mors dramatically, in Southeast Asia.

ven as I speak, the dimansions of the human catasirophe in Scuthsast Asla
incresse. Whather from your evening news shows or morning hsadlines
or from my top secrat reports, it is izmpossible act to be moved and
shaken by the sudden and tragic developments in South Yietoam. All
Amesricans are shocked and saddansd and wondering what we can do,

First, ws ars taking all the humanitarian rmessures wa can to ralieve the
innocent civilian refugess in South Vietoam whose plight touches the heart

of America, At the sames time, we are providing for the salety of &1 the 4 FOA;»O
Amsricans who from a deep sense of duty might be andangersd by swift
changes ia the battl e sona,

<
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Second, as soon As they reture from their Easter recess and I have oppor
tunity to address tharm, I will ask the members of tha Congress for g firm
Arnsrican commitment to humanitarian assistance ior the haiplasa victims -

of MNorth Vistnamsae aggression in flagrast violation of the Paris accords, ~
which sought to #nd the suifering and bloodshed on » civilized Sasis,

Finally, I must aay with all the certalnty of which I am capable: no advar-
sarias or potential enemies of the United Statss sbould imagine that America
can be safely challenged; and no sllies or time-tested irieads of the Unitad
States should worry or fear that our comunibments to them will not be honorad,
becauss of the current confuszion and changing situation in Southeas: Asla,

We stand ready to-defead ourssives and support our allies as surecly as we
always have,

An it always has, adversity is creating & new sense of national unity among
Americans in thess sad and troubled times, ] will not sngage in recrirmina.,
ticns or attempts {o assess blame, nor should any of us, Mot all tha facts
are known. Whabtis esseatial now is that we keep oz nerve and sur essential
unity 25 a_powsriul bot pasce-loving nadion,

As President and Commander-in-Chief, it is my sworn duty to maintain and
strengthan ¥he powsr for psace which the United Statas possasses both at
home and abrosd. o :
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Tha military strength of this “i;tiﬁu depends, 545 it always has, onlils
economic atrength and the will power and seii-dlscipline of 123 people.

The cradibility of the Unilsd Statas in the world, boith among cur allies and
_sur adversaries, depands upon their assassment of our moral, sconomic
and military sivength and staying power, All thrze of these elsments are
casental,

Lot me caaai&sr briefly the problem of ensuring and increasing vur
sconomic strength, In this, the obviouas priority is to g=t out of the rscession
we have bean experlencing, and particularly to increase employment and get
the jobless back into productivs }abz,

But along with that urgant goal goes another priority, less obviocus to some,
which is to end the recessiz without adding unnacesskrily to the inflatongry
pressures which have plagued us for many years prior to the recession and
which helped to bring it on, We must make more jobas and revetss the
recsssion witheut reckiessliy inviting a new round of double-digit iaﬁa&ian,
rising intereat rates and highsr prices which in the iong run would cancel
out whatever stimulus and axpansiopary incentive we can apply to the
economy in the abort run,

That i3 why I am datermined to hold the line on all the massive Federal
epending programs which ars moving through the Congress, That is why 1
have drawn the line at 2 maximum budget deficit of $40 Billion, which is
where we stand now and iz as far &3 we dara to go without sndangering
sconomic recovery.

I arn gratified that som e of the reaponsible membsers of the Senate and the
Houses, on both aldes of the political aisle, have spoken publicly of the danger
of more massiva deficits. Not merely the Administration; ut thes country
needs their help and will ne2d their voles when the showdowns coms, But I have
1o wish to wape a veto wor with Congress, We have enough regl wars and
runors of war, What I would prefer is for tha Congress e exsrcise its -
constitutional power of the purse with the responsibllity and prudsace that the®
people expect of it, Coogress must cut rather then spend; it must reduce
existing programs iostesd of creating new opes. It cgr-.as? go on glving saway
more amd rnore governmaat benefits without considering how to pay for tham,
and the damags that mh be dona by borrowing to pay for them.

Whan the Amerlcan psople are tightening thelr belts o =t through the worst FOR

recegnion of recent times -~ causad in large part by decadssz of deficiis aham
var-growing government programs -~ the Congress should not agk them ¢ ;g"" 2

suffer the conasquences of more of the same fiscal folly, [

e
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I =ould ilke the Congress to fix an absoliute cetling on Fodaral spending {or S
the coming year, The ceiling where I drew the line. To do this effectively,
the Congress rnust go one siep further -~ put the ailready enacied procedures
of the Congressional Pudget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974 into eifsct
a whole yvasy ahead of echedule, starting thlas July 1,

In the ince of a huge dsficit that could reach $100 billion if my budget ta over-
ridden, itis hard to se= how Congress can rafusa to do this and rein any
fiscal credibllity,

Zzcessive Federal spending for years has fueled the fires of inflation and ‘ :
imposed the unfairest tax of all on the American people «« Tobbing tha refized ;
of thelr pensiocns, the elderly of their Socisl Securily, the hard-working m#_jorii;y
of their paychecks' full vzlue in the supermarket, Runaway infiation can zain
the productive growth and essential strengin of the free snterprize system éw}

Tipps s our enHie Araesican economy, i

[T



That is why my economle rscovery program contains two slements, sach
szsepntial to its succass., OUne, a quick cne-time tax cut to skimulats buying
power and new investmert in job-producing sxpansion, The cther,

zpending cuts and a one-year moratorium on new spending by the govern-
ment -~ except Br emergency snd energy nesds. Federal fax cuks zlons wiil
not work without simulinveous Federsl spsnding restraints. | '

I 2 deeply concerned, however, that some slements inUongress will try to
pay for asdditional spending programs by dangerously stripping billions irom
the defense budget, At a time like this, nothing could be more shortaigided or
devasiating to our safsty,

Individually, many of the domestic spending programs propossd in the Congress
may have atiraclive aspects, They provids help io soms worthy groun,

it {3 hard for Members of Congress to oppase them -- it will be hard for ma
to veto them U Congress enacts tham. Dut it is pot the {ndividual programs
that sre udacceprabls but the aum *;"ﬁ;:ﬁ of them «~ aé&Lg up =asily to
$30 billlon or more to bring the deficit izdo the $100 biliion rangse,

14
Dafense spending, on the other hand, providea no bemefits except the most
precioua benefit of 31l -~ the freedom of pur countiry and the last hope for
peace in the world. As President Eisenhower so wisely observed, only the
strong are free. Certainly we have ampls reason to belisve this truth today,

My budget recommendations for national defsnss ara the minimum I believe
to be essential for our axiety.

It is now a popular idea that because Americans are not iighting anywhare,
because we are seeking to broadsan every sverus of peace, thal we can expand
eoclial benefit programs and pay for them out of defsnae cutbacks, Simpla
arithmetic disproves this. Ihave seen carsful rathematical projsciions
that show, if welfare and other transfsr payments continue meraly at their
praaent rate of growth -~ about 3% annually for the past 20 years - hall of:
the American psople will be living oif the other half by the vear 2000,

Zxcept for vastly increasing taxes on those who work, the only way such payo~
me2nts can be continued indefinitely ia to take them away from our national -
defanss, Other supsrpowsrs are doing nothing of the idnd, I pledge toc you
today that I will resist stripping America’s defenas capability in every jegal
way available to me,

But if ths men and womed you s&nd to the Congress fail to face up to thess
inescanable realities, refuse to exerciss the balanced judgment thair own

nzw budget committes has been 52t up to enforce, then by simple arithmetic

it will only be & few abort decades before cur defenses will ba down to a single
zoldisr with a single rifle with a single round of ammunition,

Ihave rmoye faith in America than that, I have slways besn an optimizt. And
wheraver I can get away from Washington and 222 Americans a3 they really
iive and work snd play and plan for their children, my sens=s of what's right
with our country is recharged and reinforced,

Iam very plesssd to be hers today in 'the optimistic atrmosphars and problam-
solving climata of Southern Californis. I am among peoplis with great
experience and great courage, Many of ths herscic POVW!a, who weze h‘*er;taé
irom North Vielmam are here in San Disgo. Thay kmow the need for an orderly
and poaceful world, They al2o know -~ &5 men who iive on the brisk of doom,
the danger of pessimism. They koow that the ohisctive facts ars not es

bad as a mond of frustration ard futllity to which soms of cur countrymen ars
t=rnpted to sucoumt

MORZE
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Today I want to appeal io the cormumon senss sid courage of thae American
paople, This is not 3 moment for dsspair or fatalism,. Dbvicusly it is not
the time to diamsatles our defenss capabilities -~ incivding our intelligence
capacities.

We will go on helping peopis to help themasives., H is in keeping withour
religions heritags, our decency and our own self-interest. We will preserve
partaerahiny with paople siriving for freedom,

" I reiect the prophets of doom who s#e nething but depression st home and
das spair abroad. Iwill reject any advice to pull dows the stars and stripes
and sail home from the s2a3 of the world tothe safe amtmrag,a of San Disgo
Bay. I we do so, this anchorage will 2o longer bas safe., You know it. And
1 kzovww . :

Under my Presidency, we will neither furl the flag wor abandon hope. We will
rmalniain constancy and cm&ﬁ:ihiy in American policy, at home and abroad.
We are living in & complicated and troubled time, Dvents are mmoving very
rapidly. But we will not withdraw inward nor surrender to & state of shock.

Arnerica is being put to the test. It is not just & test of our moral suthority
inthe world, It is » test of our will {o develop cur 6wn snergy resonzrces, o
reduce buresucratic waste, and to presarvs our dollar by guarding against
non-assential spending with the same vx:g.ih.m:e that we continye the waichful.
ness and strength csi our armad forees,

It is & test of our will to provide for the economic security of our families
while assuring the military secority of cur nation. We can meet this test only
be reducing valnerability to weakoesaes in our economy and anergy capacities,
That i» why an adequate sacurity program goess hand-in-hand with sowmd
2conormic policiea and prompt, sffective energy Isgislation. '

America has the will, America haas tha resources. America has the know-how.
And American has the faith. ‘

I share your belisf in America, If you deapaired of this nakicn and its future,
you would not be here today. Togsther, we will bulld a new and better fomorrow,

§§§ i
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FRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

i12:01 P.H, PDOT
Appil 3, 1975
Thursday

in tha Silver Eoom

At the San Diazgo Convention
and Performing Arts Center
San Diego, California

THE PRESIDENT: Will you please sit down.

At the outset, let me &xpress my appreciation
to Hayor Pete Wilson and the fine people of San Diepe
for the very warm welcoma.

I also am delighteé to see one or more of my
former colleagues in the Conzress here. It is always
nice t0 see them and all others who may be here. Good

morning.

I have a short opening statement,

We are seeing a great human tragedy as untold

rnumbers of Vietnamese
The United States has

fies t*he North Viesthamese onslaught,
been doing -~ and will continue to

gno -~ its utmost to assist these people.

I have directed that &1l availsble Naval ships
to stand off Indochina, to do whatever is necessary to
assist. We have appealed to the United NHationz %o use

its moral influence to permit thesz innccent psople to

leave, and we call on

movement of refugees to the area of their choiae,

While I have been in Celiformia, I have been
spending many hours on the pefuges problem and our human-

North Vietnam to permit the

tarian efforts, I have directed that money from a $2
million special foreign aid childrenis fund be made avail-
able to fly 2000 South Vietnameae orphans to the United
States as spon as possible.

I have also
to act immediately to
obstacles preventing
tinited States,

directed American efficials in Saigon
cut red tape and other bureaucratic
these children from coming to the

HORE
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Page 2
I have directed that {-BA aircraft and other
airceraft especially equippaed to care for these orphans
during the flight be sent to Saigon., I expect these
flights to begin within the next 35 to 48 hours. These
orphang will be flown to Travis Air Forca Base in California,
and other bases on the ¥West Caaat, and cared for in
those loecations.

These 2000 Vietnamese orphans asre zll in the
process of being adopted by American familiss., This is
the least we ¢an do, and we will do much, much more.

The first question is from Hr. Geoprge Dissingsr
of the San Diego Tribune. -

QUESTION: Hr. President, are vou readv to aceept
Communist takeover of South Vietnam and Cambodia?

THE PRESIDENT: I would hope that that would
not take place in either case. My whole Congressional
life in recent years was aimed at avoiding it. My
complete efforts as President of the Un;ted States were
aimed at avoiding that.

I am an optimist, despite the sad and tragic
events that we see unfolding. I will do my utmost in the
future -- as I have in the past -- 1o avoid that result,

QUESTION: Mr. President, I understand vou apre
goon going to ask Congress for new authority to extend
humanitarian aid in Southeast Asia. I wondered if vou
gtand by vour request, though, for more military aigd for
South Yietnam.

THE PRESIDENT: We do intend to ask for more
humanitarian aid. I should point out that the Adminis- ‘
trationts request for $135 million for humanitarian sid -
in South Vietnham was unfortunately reduced to $55 million ]
by Congressional action. Obviously, we will ask for more;
the precise amount we have hot yei determined.

We will continue to push for the 5300 million
that we have asked for and Congress had authorized for
nilitery assistance to South Vietnam, and the posslb1}1+y
exigta that we may ask fcr more. N
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QUESTION: Mr. President, how and wny did
the U.S. mlncalculatg the intentions of the will of

the South Vietnamese to resist?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't belisve that we mis-
calculated the will of the South Vistnamsse to carry
op their fight for their own :raidsm,

There were ssveral situations that developed
that I think got beyond the control of the Vistnamess
peoplie, The unilatersl military decision to withdraw
created a chaotie situation in Vietnam that appears 1o -
have brought about iremendous disorganization,

I believe that the will of the South Vietnamess
people to fight for their freedom is best evidenced by
the fact that they are Fleeing from the Horth Yietnamese
and that clearly ig an indication they don't want 1o
live under the kind of ?ﬁvernmant +hat existe in Horth
Yietnam,

The will of the South Vietnamese people, I think,
81ill exists. They want freedom under a2 different kind of
government than has existed in North Vieinam, The
problem is how to organize that will under the traumatice
experiences of the present,

QUESTION: Unilatepal decision by whom?

THE PRESIDENT: It was a unilateral decision by
President Thieu to order a withdrawal from the broad,
exposed areas that were under the control of the South
Vietnamese military,

QUESTIOR: Hr. President, what is your response
o the South Vietnamese Ambasszador to Washington's
statement that we had not lived up to the Paris peace
accords and that the Communists are safer allies?

‘ THE PRESIDENT: I won't comment on his statement,
I will say this: That the North Vietnamese repeatedly
and in massive efforts viclatad the Paris peace accords,
They sant North Vietnamese regular forces into South
Yietnam in massive numbers -~ I think around 150,000
to 175,000 ~~ well-trained North Vieinamese reguliar
forces; in violation of the Paris peace sccords,moved
into South Vietnanm,

We have objected to that visiation. I siill
beliieve that the United States, in this case and in other
cazea, 18 a reliable ally and although I am saddened
by the eventz that we have read about and seen, it is
a tragedy unbelievable in its ramifications.

HORE A | T
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I must pay that I a» frustratsd by the astion
of the Congress in not o= ;e:ﬂ ng to some of tha ragquests
for both seonomic, humanitarian and military assistances
in Socuth Vietnam. And I am frusirated by the limitations
that were placad on tha Chief _xzcut*vg ovey the last
TWG Years,

S

But et me add very strongly, I am convincsd

that this country is going to tontinue its leadership.
We will stand by our ailies and I specificalily warn

any aévgrsarzas they should not, under any circumstancas,
fa=1 that the tragedy of Vietnam is &n indication that
the American people have lost their will or thair deairs
to stand up for freedom any place in the worid,

HORE _ ’




azS--Q%; Mr. President, can you explain why
?ﬂenﬁéent ;ﬁiau, with our closs military ties as alliles,
did not tell you what he was going to do in terms of Lha
etreat?

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only answer to that
can come from President Thisu.

QUESTION: Hr. Ford, rscently you sald the fall
of Chmncéza sould threaten the national sescurity of this
mountry. Considering the probable fall of South Vietnam
to Communist forces, do you feel that will threaten our
national security, and if so, how? .

THE PRESIDENT: At the moment, I do not anticipate
the fall of SBouth Vietnam, and I greatly respect anQ
admire the tremendous fight that the government and the
people of Cambodia are putting up against the ;nsu?yents
who are trying to take over Eambcdla, .

I believe that in any case where tha United
3tates does not live up to its moral or treaty obligations,
it can't help but have an adverse impact on other allies
W2 have around the world. We read in European papers 1o .
the effect that Westérn Burope ought to have some questions.

Let me say to cur Western European allies, we
are going to stand behind our commitments to NATO,+ and
we are going to stand behind ocur commitments to othar
s21lieg arcund the world.

But, there has to be in the minds of some
peoplesa feeling that maybe the tragedy of Indochina
might affect our relations with their countey. I
repeat, the United States is poing to continue its leader-
ship and stand by its ailies,

A GUESTION: Are vou, in fact, & believer of the .
domino theory of, if Southeast Asia falls, then perhaps
gome of the other countries in the Pagifiec are next?

THE PRESIDENT: I believe there is a great desl
of credibility to the domino *heory., I hape it does not
happen, I hope that other countries in Scutheast Asia,
Thailand, the Philippines, don't misread the will of the
American people and the leadepship of this country to
believing that we are going to abandon our position in
Southeast Asia. : ' . s

We are not, but I do know from the thinge I
resd and the measages that I hears that somezof them
3o get uneasy. I hope and trust they believe me w%en
I say we are pgoing to stand by our allins.

-
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DATESTION: Hr. President, as vou ape well awars,
theprs are about 7000 Americans still in Saigon. They.
are in danger not only from Communist attack, but from
South Vistnamess repprisals, There ars raports that the
South Vietnameas are in a bad femper toward Amspicans.

Do you Fszel that under the War Powers Act and
also under the limdtations voted by Congress in 1873
on cembat by Americans in Indochina that you could s=nd .
troops in to protect these Americans, and would you, if -
it came to that?

THE PRESIDENT: I can assure you that I will
abide totally with the War Powers Aot that was shazted
by the Congress zaveral vears 8g0. At ths sane time,

I iikewise asaure you that we have contingency plans to
meet a1l problems invelving svacuatieon, if that shpuld
becoms necessary. At this point, I do not believe that
I should answer specifically how thosa ocontingency plans
might be carrisd out,

QUESTION: 8ir, vou don't want To talk specifi-
cally. Can you tell us, however, if you do balisve that
vou do have the authority to send in troops? You are not
saving, I understand, whether you would, but do vou have
the autrhority? ‘

THE PRESIDENT: It is =y interpretation of
that lagislation that & President has certaln limitad
authority to protect American iives. And to that extent,
I will usa that law, '

QUESTION: Mp, Ppresident, dazapite vour statsment
here this morning about war orphans, thers apparantly is
a lot of red tape in Washington. A San Diego man who is
trying to gat four Viethnamess ehildren out of that
couniry has recsived nundreds of ealls from people all over
the Western United Btates wanting to help, =ven adopt
ghildren, but despite this outpouring of compassion by
the American psople, all he getz in Washington iz, "No way."

) Thers is nothing that can be dona, ¥Why is he
running into this probleam, if we are try;ng to helip?

o
~
<
&
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\
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THE PRESIDENT: Having had some experience in the . .~

past with the Federal bursaucracy, when we had a similar
problenm involving Xorean orphans, I undarstand the
frustration and the problem.

But, I am assursd that all buresucratic red
tapes iz baing eliminated to the maximus degree and that
we will make a toral effort, as I indlcated in =y &pening
gtatament, to se2 t5 it that Sourh Vietnamess war orphans
2re brought toc the United States, ,

MORE
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QUESTION: Do vou think something can r= done
before 1t is too late for many of themy

or

THE PRESIDEHT: I can only say we will do
what has o b éane, &ha; can be dons, as a prectical
matter, I cannot guarantes that every singls South
Vietnamese war orphan will get her=, but I can assurs
you that we intend to 4o avevy%hing po#sible in that
humanitarian effort.

JUESTICN: Hr. Preszident, the Gallup FPoll
shows a very haalithy majority of the American psople,
BO perpent of the American people, are more concernsd
about the high cost of llving than they apre -about any .-
other issue including the recession and international
developments.

T would like to0 ask you, in view of that;
if Congress doss not respond to your rapeated appeals to
hold down spending and not exceed a level that would pro=-
duce a gdaficit of $580 billion, If they don't do that,
and government borrowing increases to cover the deficit,
do you have any plans, is thers anyYhing vou plan to
do beyvond just these appeals to Congress 1o prsvent a
resurgence of inflation?

THE PRESIDENT: As I clearly indipated last
Baturday night when I approved the Tax Reduction Act,
I have drawn the line on additional Fsderal apending.
Trat is as far as w2 dare zo.

f we go bevond that, we amplify the potantialities
r a regurgsnee of double-digit inflation. I intend to
peal to the Congress to hold the 1id and I intend %o
peal tv the American people to get their MHembers of
Congress ~- Senators and Cshgreaaaan - 10 3t0p coming
to the White House with one spending bill after another

b
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In addition, I am asking the Congranss to enact a
provision that would make applicable for fiscal year 1978
the Budget Control act that uaa enacted last vear by
the Congress. S ce T

-r

Under the present Iaw, the Budget Conirol Act,
which forces the Congrass to set a ceiling, does not
actually come into effect until fiseal year 1377, It
seemg to me in the crisis that we face today,that the
Congresas obught to amend the Budget Control Act. and make it
applicable to fiscal year jg7g s8¢ they will 1&@93& on
themselves, irdividual Members of Congress -- Hous
and Senate -~ 2 spending limitation.

Now, they are going through sovt of a pract*ae

aession on it. I wish they would abandon the prsctics .

session and get down to the ball games, and they, themselves,
set a spending limit at the level that I indicatsad. )

HORE
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QUESTION: What I am asking you, Hr. Pragident,
is if you have any sitrings 1o vour DOW other than thess
Congressional strings? In other words, what I am asking
vou is,d0 you plan any sxecutive action To Ity 1o ;
curb a pesurgence opr prevent a rasurgence of inflation’

THE PRESIDERT: Well, the executive actions
will be directives %*c the various departments of ths
government to 1imit their spending even within the
appropriated amounts that Congress has made avallable,

We are expecting every dspartment to spend as
1itrie as possible to carry out their programs or theipr
manuates, and this ineludes holding the line on Federal
personnel; it includes the limitations on spanding
for anything that cannot be justified. Under the iaw,
that is the maximum that I can do in an executive capaeity.

QUESTION: Hr. President, if it would alleviate
the refugee problem in South Vietnam and bring about
something of a temporary ceassfirs, would youy urgs
President Thieu to resign?

TRE PRESIDENT: I don't believe that it is my
prevogative to tell the head of state elected by the
people to leave office, I don't believe whether it
ies one head of state or anothsr makes any difference
in our efforts to help in the humanitarian program,

We are going to carryv it on, 1 hope, with
a full cooperation of the South Vietnamese government,
and I don't think it is 2ppropriate for me to ask him,
under thess circumstances, to resign. I don't think
his resignation would have any significance on cur
humanitarian efforts,

QUESTION: In that regard, are thepe any pians
undarway by tha U,8, government t¢ accept large numbera
of Vistnamese refugess in this country other than +he - e
2,000 orphans that you have talked about?

THE PRESIDENT: Under existing law, action by the
Attorney General can permit refugees who are flesing
problems in their own country to come to the United States.
Thiz authority was used after World War II. This authority
was used after the Hungarian invasion by the Soviet Union.

This authoprity has be=n used on a number of
othey ocecasions., I can assure you that that authority v
is being examined and if it will be helpful, I certainliy /°
will approve it.

MORE
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‘ QUESTION: My, President, what is vour juodgment
now of when you expect the recspsion 1o end and r=ooveTY
to begzin? Is it the third guarter of this vear, or wiil
it ba latsp? :

THE PRESIDENT: Osur bdest dudgsmant is fhat thae
receéssion will Tuzm arcund during the third guarisr of
this calsndar year. ¥We are airsady sseing zome significant
changes in the statistics that give us more ceriainty
that the versssion will end. and that zcoonomic Psogyary
will begin in tha third quarter of this calendar year.

GUESTION: Could you tell us what those signs

TRE PRESIDENT: Yas., Tha latest report shows
that there has been an inoreass in the orderxing of
manufactured goods, The firat tisma I think in six monihs
that there has been an increasz pathsr than 2 datreasse,

Intzpeat rates are dropping. Hore money for
borrowers is being made ayailable, The inflation is
recsding. or at least the ratz of inflation is receding,
Az of the last report, it would annuaiize at about
7,2 pevesnt, contrasted with 3 12 or 13 percent rateof
infiation in 197%.

When you add up all thesa various sconomic
indicators, it does show That the racsasion is recading
and that stonomic conditions will get betier in ths
third gquarter of 1375, '

HO2R
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qﬁ“”mlﬁﬁz Mr. Prasident, in lins with the

spané ng queation last year when you campaignad in
California, vou asked votars to help defeat ths big
spenders in Congress and, if they happersd fo be
Republiicans, well, so be it.

_ Do you plan to use the same philozophy in
campaigning next vear,and to the extent you will opsnly
campaign a2gainst Rapudlicans W ﬁaSe philosophiss or
policies may contradict yours? If po, how do#s this sit
with your statement that the Republiecan Party is broad
enough for all views?

THE PRESIDENT: I exp=ct to be campaignihg
very hard for my own re-election in 1976. I will, of
course, urge thatvoters in every state support those
candidates who believe as I do, that we have got to
hold a3 line on and restrain excessive Federal spending.

Hy enthusiasm for an individual candidate will,
of course, depend upon his strong support for my poligy
of fiscal restraint, but I am not going to pass judgment
today on ;ndxviéuala,gnether in one @a“tv or another,

QUESTION: Does this mean then that there iz a
possibility that during that campaign you could coms
out openly in support of a Democrat as opposed to a
Republican?

THE PRESIDENT: I beliasve in the need for the
ountry 1o have individual Hembars of the House and
Senate who belisve that these massive Federal spending
programs are bad for America.

I certainly will look with favor on anyone who
bellieves as 1 do, that we cannot spend curself into -
prospeprity, ﬁAtax cut approach is a far better way,
and that massive spending programs are not good for
Ameprica, ‘ -

QUESTION: Hr. President, you now head an
Administration wnich came to power on a strong law.and
order piatform, but the corime pate since 1388 haz done
nothing but go up and the statistics incliude crimes at
the highest levels of government, ‘

My quastion is, whather you thi it would be S
faip for the Democrats to charge that this Administration
is soft on crime, or at least 1s Incapable of dealing
with the problem?

THE PRESIDENT: Unfortunately, for the country
the corime rate has besn increasing for the iagﬁ “ten or
15 years, whether it wasz under z Demccratic adminis-
tpration, undey Presidsnt Xennedy or President Johnsan,
oy, axcept for, I think, one yvear under the former Preaxd&n . -
the crime rate has been going up, I don't think it 3 o
a partisan issue.

o ——
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oupr &?:avtaﬁwf%e Fadaral Goverrnasnt, state government s
2nd Ioeal units of government--to tTv and hava

roper enforgament of the law, which includss the

pﬂc&%chtmaa of people who viclate tThe law.

1

I can only sssure vou that 10 the axtent that
the Faderal (overmment can ¢o sopething sbout it, we -
+his Administration -~ will do it. The facts of lifa

are that most law enforcement is the local respensiblility,

Through the Law Enfoprcement Assistancs Act, tha

Tederal GCovermment has been spanéﬁﬂg for the last “e?a“ﬁl
yeavs arpund $300 million to help local units of govermmen
state units of government in the Lagraéaag of their law
anforcement capablility, halping police deparipents,
helping sheriff's Jdepartoents, halping the courts, and
will continue to do it.

But, tha principal responsibility rests at the
local level,

?
QUESTION: Will vpu be able to spend any nore
money under your propositian that the line has to be
drawn somewnere on fighting the crime problem?

THE PRESIDENT: I think in the budget I submitted,: -
there is ample money for a Federal effort to carry out
the Fedepral role in the area of law enforcement.

QUESTION: Hr, Preasident, you spoke a few
minutes ago about belng frustrated by the limitation of
the War Powera Act. If it wer= not forbidden now, would
you like to send American planes and Haval foroes and
POBE bly ground forecee into Viatnam 1o tr? to turn tbﬁ
situation around?:

THE PRESIDENT: I have said that ther:s ar2 no
Plans whatsoever for U.S. military involvament in
Vietnam, On the other hand, I think history does prove
that if a Chief DExecutive has a potential to, it, to
some extent, iz a detervent against aggressors.

QUESTION: So, that is your frusiration, because
vou do not have that power to at least threaten the
possibility?

THE PRESIDENT: I 2id not uass the word “threat."
I said the potential for power, I think, over the years -
has indicated that that potential is a deterrent
against aggression hy one country against another,

: MORE
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possible primery entries’ by Governor :
perhaps Governor Thompson of Hzw Hsampshire, would vou

be good enough to disouss your own timetable?

fae

r

c
UESTION: My, President, in v
Gove

Whep 1111 wou set up your comaittes, specificelly,
and can you sliso tell ue, do vou plan to eptar any
??imhw"es vourserl, oy through a etand-in candidats?

THE FRESIDENT: We have not defined our praciss

M
y..

timetable, nor our precise plans for the pre-convention
campaign. We are in the proesss of putting together
our tlmetable snd our plans. I have szid repeatedly that
I initend t0 be a candigate; but I have made no aategorical
arnouncement to that effect. But, the matter is not
being neglsocted.
¥
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QUESTION: Mp, President, in 1ii
concerns vegarding the assassination of P
Kennedy and the recent showings of the Zs
do you g1ill have the same confidance in
of the Warren Comsission that yvou had zas
Commission?

/]

© - THE PRESIDEWNT: I think vou have to resad vary
carefully what the Warren Commission said. And I,
ag a member of the Warpen Commission, helped %o
participate in the drafting of the language. Ws sald that
Lee Harvey Oswald was the asssssin. We szaid that the
Commission had found no evidence of 2 conspiracy, forelgn
or domesstic.

: Those words were very carefully drafted, And
se far, I have seen no evidence that would dispute the
conclusions to which we came, : ,

We were most careful because in 18563 and 1864,
when we most carefully analyzed all the evidence availadle,
there wag none of the inveolvement of anybody or
anybody Bs a ‘group, in the assassination,

It is my understanding that the Rockefeller
Commission may, if the facts peem to justify it, take
a look at it, at the problem, and I suspect that ths
iouse and Senate committess that are currently inveati-
gating CIA history may do the same,

But the Commission was right when it mads
its determination and it was accurate, at least to
thie point -~ I want to re-emphasize that -- a5 to
the evidence that we saw.

QUESTION: Mr, President, some paople are sayinz
this week that despite all our massive aid in Vietnan
and all the lives that were 108t there, that the whole
thing has come fo nothing,

How, how do you fsal sbout this, and do you
think there iz any lesson to be lsarmed in what has
begen happening over thare?

THE PRESIDENT: I believe that the program of
the previous four or five Prasidents ~- President Xennedy,
President Johnaon, President Hixon, and myself.-~
were aimed at the -~ in the right direction, that we
should help those people who are willing to fight for
fraedom for tThemselves. N

That was a sound policy, Unfortunately,
events that were beyond our control-as & country hava
made it appear that that policy was wrong. I stil
believe that poliecy was right if the United States
had carried it out as we promiszed to do at the time
of the Paris peace accords whers we promisesd, with the
signing of the Paris peace accords,that we would make
military hardware availablc to the South Vietnamese
government on a replacement, one-for-one basis. Unfortunately,
we did not carry out that promise,

HORE




QUESTION; Are you blaming Congress for this,

*RESIDENT: I am not assessing biame on
2tz are that in fiscal vear 1874, Thers
al reduction made by the Congress in the
ary squipment resguested for South Vietr

anyone. The fa
wes & substanti
amount of milit

13)»

current fiseal vear,
1lion 408 million

etnam, Congress put
tually appropriated

In fiscal year 1975, the

"he Aamxnaa*ra*ién asked for 51 bi
itary agﬁxstaa»e for South Vi

ng of biiﬁaan on it &ﬁé ag

Those are the facts. I think it is up to the
igan people 1O pass judgment on who was at fault or

Emer
1 the blame may rest, That is a current ludgment,

e
HheDn

I think historians, in the future, will yrite

who was to blame in this tragie situatrion. But the

American people ought to know the facts and the facts
are as I have indicated.

hen

I think it is a great tragedy, wnat we are sseing
But

in Vietnam today. I think it could have been avoided,
I am not going to point a finger. The American people
will make that judgment, I think it is more important
for me and the American people and the Congress, in the
weeks and months ahead, to do what we can to work
togather To meet the problems of the future,

That is what I intend %o do, and I will zo more
than half way with the Congreas in seeking to achieve that

veault. I think we have the capability in America. I

think we have the will to overcoms what appears to be a

éisss*er in Southeast Asis. To the extewt that I aan,
T hope to give that leadership.

(]
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QUESTICN: My, President, repardiess of what
psused it, it seems apparent that for the first time in
our Hation's history, the enemy is about to win & war
where Americans fought and died, Do you think those
55,080 lives wepre wasted?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think thay wepe
wasted, providing the United Btates had carrisd out the

. solemn cozmitments that were made in Paris. At the time

Amepican fighting was stopped in South Vietnam, at &
time whan the agreement providad that all of our toroops
ghould be withdrawn, that all of our PUOW's should be
veturned, if we had carried out the commitments that
were made at that time, the tragic sacrifless that were
nade by many -- thoss who were kRilled, those who uware

woiumded -~ would not have been in vain.

see ug not carrving through, then it
jifferent guestion.

QUESTION: Is that a ves, then, sir? ’
< F A > X

THE PRESIDENT: I s&till think there is an
opportunity to salvage +the situation in Vietnam, and if
we salvage it, giving the Scuth 'Vietnamese an opportunity
to fight for their freedom, which I think they are anxious
to do.if given an honest opportunity, then there was not
a sacrifice that was inappropriate or unwise.

OUESTION: Good sfternoon, Hr, President.

In & gpeech you are going to deliver here in

San Diego this afternoon, you warn against the fatalism,
despair and the prophetz of doom. Yet, as I look

back over the past eight months or a year -~ and I gon't
mean to suggest that these are in any way your raspon-
gibility or fault -~ I have a laundry list which cites
Portugal as having a leftist government raising serious
guestions about its future in NATO. :

Greece and Turkey are at esach other's throats,
threatening the Southern flanks of that alliance., We
are familiar that Secretary Kissinger's missilon failed in .
ris peace talkaz with Egypt, and Israel, and we don't need
+o rehash the situvation in Cambodia and South Vietnam.

That being the case, Bir, how can you Bay
+that the world outlook -- and particularly as you
address it in your speech next wesk on the state of the
world -- is anybhing but bleak for the United 3tates
when many of the minuses which I cited are actually
piusses for thes Boviets?

HORE
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THE PRESIDENT: The speech that I am giving to
Congress and to the American pecple next week will deal
with many of ths gﬂﬁalams that vou have raised. I
think we do face a crisis, but I am optimistic that if
the Congress joins wit ﬁ%&aanﬁgha American people support
the Congress and me, as President, we ran overcome those
Aifficulties.

We can play s consfruciive *01% in Poprtugal;
not int r:er;ng Wwith their internal descisions, but
Portugzal is an important ally in ¥Yestern Europe. We
find ways to solve the problem in Cyprus apd hopsiull
%een both Gresce and Turkey sitrongz and vizble member:
of HATO.

We can, dsepite the diffirz s that trang-
pired in the a;dala East in the last aavera weeks, fing
a way to keep a peace movement moving in that very
volatile zres, ’

It may mean -~ and probably does -~ that we
will have to . take the problem 'to Gensva. I would have
preferred it otherwiss, but the facts are that if
Congress and the American people and the President work
together ~-=- ag I expect they will -~ then in my judgment.
those disappointments can become piusses,

QUESTION: But, sir,; can you cite any spscifio
reasons for the optimiem you express?-

THE PRESIDENT: The histurical character of the
American people, that is the main ingrediznt That in my

Gudgment,will take Americs from the disappointments of
the present to the optimism of the Future.

THE PRESS: Thank vou, Mr., Prezident,
THE PRESIDENT: 'Thank vou, very much,
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