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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 24, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN
FROM: LOU THOMPSON ﬂ/
RE: Presidential Participation in
o7 Bicentennial Promotion Program

Per your request, I talked with Bill Ruder of Ruder and Finn, John

D. Rockefeller III public relations director for Bicentennial activities.
[ also talked several times with Betty Cott, Senior Vice President of

of Ruder and Finn, who is the project director for a closed circuit
television program promoting state and local participation in the
Bicentennial.

They are asking the President to open the program by either reading

the Bicentennial Declaration or commenting on the Bicentennial. The
Declaration was signed by a distinguished group of 40 citizens and was
discussed in the Presidents meeting with John D. Rockefeller on Monday.

The 30-40 minute program will be taped on February 10 and fed by NBC
to its affiliate stations and to ABC for further transmission to its '
affiliates on Tebruary 12. The tape will then be held for viewing at the
local stations sometime between February 19-24. They are still working
out details with CBS but expect to have CBS on board soon.

The purpose of the program is to demonstrate to state and local leaders
how they can participate in the Bicentennial and develop meaningful programs .
at the state and local levels. The video tape will be accompanied by a -
packet of materials for the station managers telling them how to select
community leaders for viewing the closed circuit program and how to get
thern to attend. They will be going after service organizations, educators,
clergy and other key community influentials.



Walter Crorkite will help narrate the program. John Chancellor and
Harry Reasoner both declined. John D. Rockefeller III will have a
brief staterment, John Warner will make a statement through a remote
feed and sorne of the signators of the Declaration will also participate.

They would need the tape of the President reading the Declaration or
commenting on the Bicentennial by February 10. This program is part
of a massive ad campaign to increase local and state involvement in
the Bicentennial. The campaign is being financed through private
contributions and has no commercial connections or connotation.

I discussed this with Bob Mead, and we recommend that .the
President read or ad lib his own statement on the Bicentennial
rather than read the Declaration. Bob said it could be taped in
the Oval Office.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

TWASHINGTON

) ‘  January 20, 1975
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Mondav January 20, 1875
5:45-6:00 p.m. (15 minutes) N
The Oval Oifice | _ .

From: JohnO. Marsh, Jr. . S o
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To discuss the Bicentennial.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS AND PRESS PLAN

A, Bacxkground
1. Mr. Rocn:efeller, for some vears, hes been act;va in bv-
centennial programs.

2. These programs, which he has helped found and probably
is the principal supporter, provide efforts that some have
felt are a competitor of the Federal program; however,
this is in my opinion neither the purpose nor intent of his
program, which is based in New York.

3. 15‘ He will pro ably wish *o discuss the Bicentennial Declaration -
; which is attachedat Teb A. The Declaration hes four major
% ¢ points and has been endorsed by a number of disﬁnguished
{ E citizens whose names are shown on the h'st of si gr\au..*ea
o\
{

He will proberly ant you to become a signator Whh,n raises
some question as tc what vour respgnse should be. Itis
suggested that you defer a decision, advising him that you
want to seek the advice of your Generzal Counsel.
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2.

"Ask him to review work of his Bicentennial effort.

Ask his advice as to what the Federal Bicentennial Administration
should be doing.

Solicit his views generallv as to what the Bicentennial should.
achieve and how this can be done.

Ask him the role of State municipal and private bicentennial

efforts.



ETURANED YOUR CALL B
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 1, 1975

Jack -=

John D. Rockefeller III would like to speak with
you for a maximum of M minutes by telephone

prior to your next Bicentennial discussion with
the President.

I advised him that the proposed letter from you to
him was generally acceptable,

Rockefeller was particularly concerned about the
importance of the President's action on the "Bi-
centennial Declaration' ... He has spoken with
John Warner at great length about this ... He
feels that it is absolutely necessary for the
President to indicate some tangible support for
the Bicentennial by reading (or at least signing)
this Declaration.

He will be at this number Monday morning until
around 9:00: (617) 491-3600,

Russ






DRAFT Introduction by President Ford

The world, including our own great country, faces a
difficult period ahead. We have many problems which we must
face up to forthrightly. I think particularly of inflation,
unemployment, energy, food, and population.

In spite of these problems, I believe this is an ex-
citing time to be alive. Never before have we had a greater
opportunity to influence our future. The principal Question
is will we have the courage, the vision, the farsightedness,
to build the future we want, or will we let events overtake us.
If we follow the second course, we will be living in a very
different world a few years hence.

I have abiding confidence in our great country and
people. Given the facts and given the sense of urgency, I
believe we are, each one of us, prepared to work hard and
make the necessary sacrifices., The people of the country want
to get on with the job; the will to move forward exists.

We, all of us, must look to the future positively
and with confidence. We are facing the toughest situation in
our nation's history since the Revolution two hundred years
ago. It is fortuitous that the Bicentennial of that Revolution
is upon us. What we make of it can be of major importance in

helping us to meet our problems.



There is before me a Bicentennial Declaration
signed by forty representative Americans. It sets forth
four fundamentals which to me are essential to a meaningful

Bicentennial and basic to our future.

The text of the Declaration is as follows:

I am happy to be the first to add my name as a
private citizen to this list of distinguished Americans,
The Bicentennial Declaration expresses my own views fully.
I urge all of you to join in signing the Declaration when
it appears next week in your local newspapers, and in

pledging yourselves to the fulfillment of these purposes.



DRAFT LETTER FROM JOHN O. MARSH

Dear Mr. Rockefeller:

The President appreciated the opportunity of talking
with you earlier in the week about the forthcoming Bicen-
tennial. Particularly he was interested in the Bicentennial
Declaration believing that the four points which it makes are

fundamental in this critical period of our history.

The President asked me to express his wholehearted
support for the Declaration as well as for your efforts to

bring it effectively to the American public.

Recognizing the magnitude of the communications
program involved, the President was gratified to learn of the
close working relationship which you have established with
the American Revolutionary Bicentennial Administration (ARBA),
as well as the support which you have been receiving in the
private sector particularly from the mass media and major

business corporations.

As you know, he is giving careful consideration as
to how he personally can most effectively support the Bicen-
tennial. We will be in touch with you again shortly.

Sincerely,



























SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION

CHARLE=S =, ADAMS, Chairman, Raytheon Company,
Lexington, Massachusetts

EDDIE ALBERT, Actor, Los Angeles

MANUEL ARAGON, Deputy Mayor, City of Los Angeles

MONSIGNOR GENO BARONI, President, National Center
for Urban Ethuic Affairs, Washington, D. C.

SENNY RAY BAILIE, Administrator, East Kentucky
Health Services Center, Inc., Hindman, Kentucky

CLITEORD M. GLARKE, Executive Dirsctor, Bicentonmial
~ Gouncil for the Thirteen Original States, Atlan

ta, Georgia -
A, W, CLAUSEN, Prasidenﬁ, The Bank of America,

San Francisco, California - - _ . N

JOAN GANZ GCOONEY, Presidé;_nt; Children's Teléviéion
Workshop, New York City

WALTER GRONKITE, CBS News, New York City

VINCENT A. DE FOREST, Chairman, Afro-American
Bicentennial Corp., Washington, D. C.

WILLIAM G. FRIDAY, President, University of
North Carolina : : '

JOHN W. GARDNER, Chairman, Gommon Cause,
Washington, D. C.

LADONNA HARRTS, President, Americans for Indian
Opportunity, Washington, D, C,

REVEREND THEODORE M. HESBURGH, President
‘otre Dame University, South Bend, Indiana

>

LADY BIRDJ OHNSON, Stonewall, Texas

ERIK JONSSON, Chairman, Texasg Instruments, Dallasg,
Texas |




VERNON =. CD\D \N, JR., Executive Director, National
- Urbaxn League, Inc., I\eW York City

BILLIZ JZAN KING, U.S. Open Tennis Champion, Los Angeles .
Cealifornia '

ROBERT 5, MC NAMARA, President, Internatioral Bank for
Reconsiruction and Development, Washington, D, C.

DR, MARGARET MEAD, Anthropologist, American Museum
of Natural History, 1 \Iew York City

GEORGE MBEANY, President, AFL-CIO, Vfa gton, D C.

RUBEN ¥ MvTTLED; President, TRW Inc., Cleveland, Ohio

"ARJAY MILLER, Dean, Stanford Business School Stamord
Galifornia

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, Gha:.r*na.n, Comml_ssmn on
Humean Rights, New York City

- JOSEPH PAPP, Producer, New York Sha._kespeare Festival

ESTHER PETERSON, Consumer Advisor, Giant Food ...D.C. »
Washington, D.C,. :

MERRILL D, PETERSON, Professor of History, University
of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia

ELLIOT L. RICHARDSON, former Attorney General of the U.S.

JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 3RD, New York City

DR, JONAS %, SALK, Director, The Salk T s’cztute,
La Jolla, California

DR. FRANK STANTON, Chairman, The American National -
Red Cross, Washington, D. C.

ISAAC STERN, New York City

CYRTUS VANCE, President, Assocz.atmn of the Bar of tha
City of New Yor




GEORGEZ =, WEYERHAEUSER, President, Weyerhaeuser
acoma, Washington

DOLORES WHARTON, Vice Chairperson, Michigan Bicenuenm al
COMMISSION

ROY WILXINS, Executive Director, National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People, New York Clty

DR. HE N WISE, Chairperson, National Education Association
Blcen»en:u.a._ Committee, Vfashmg..on, D.C. '

LONARD WOODCOCK, President, United Auto Workers,
Deiroit, Michigan .

WALTER A, HAAS, ' JR,, Chairman of the Board vaz. S‘_rau.ss
& Company




30 Rockefeller Plaz;x
- New Yorl, N.Y. 10020

rloom 5600

- 0(7,‘,':(_;'_5;’7;_.—3730
il ./. 3 E\:,’ o

Py PO -

Dear Mrx. President: T =
_ HOw thoughtful of vou to write ma concerning tha

Rockefeller Public Sarvice aAwards Luncheon on Decemwber

Tourtn. It meant so Very much to us and to the orzasicon

©o have you present. vouwr TAaCIous. commants about my part

in the program were deeply appreciated. I

Barly last waek T met witl

-

F t.

Flarsh, to talk about tha Bicentennial. For sometimae now I
have besen concerned that People-are thinking of the. Bicen— -
tennial almost entirely as a birthda- party. To me it muskt
not only bz based on the inspiraticnal, going back to the
spirit of our forebears, biut it must. focus on achievemant——
the overcoming of the problems which face us today. Ang
tnderlying it all must ba the recognition of the importanca
of individual initiative, .

BY now Mr. Marsh, I am sure, will have shown vou
the Bicentennial Declaration which wa discussed. If the
occasion is-to,have,tha,meaning and”the_depth,Hwhidh,x_béf__
lieve it c n i T

he

n and must have, we ne2d vour Participation
a i '

~John D. Rockefeller 3rd
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 14, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH

FROM.: RUSS ROURKE

For your information, we are back on the emergency
schedule for the 2 minute Ford Bicentennial clip ...
the reason relates to a production problem between
Lou Thompson and Rocky's people. We are presently
on a crash schedule to get the suggested script to you
for review by noon today, the shooting of the clip to
take place tomorrow in the Oval Office.





