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BICENTENNIAL INDEPENDENCE DAY
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

\

The Continental Congress by resolution adopted
July 2, 1776, declared that the United States was free
and independent. Two days later, on the fourth of July,

-
adopted e Declaration

of Independence which proclaimed to the world the birth
of a new nation.

In the two centuries that have since passed, we have
matured as a nation and as a people. We have gained the
wisdom that age and experlence brlng, yet we have

the

of youth.
In this year of our Nation's Bicentennial, we enter

our third century with the knowledge that we have achieved

. i - 'e N
greatness as a nation and[httg%ig;:#efe—%hee-eur—gfeatness

/ .
~has) contributed to the good of mankind. We face the future
“"with renewed dedication to the principles £4 ' in our

Declaration of Independence, and with renewed gratitude
for those who pledged their lives, their fortunes and
their sacred honor to preserve individual liberty éﬁéggasé
continent.

In concurrence with these great-fﬁ%ﬂé§f§§§12535ee-ana
the wishes ef-/wii-fpmmi-dite’ Congress, I ask that all

Amerlcans join in an extended period of celebration,

thanksg1v1ng and prayer on the second, thlrd)mﬂ, fourth WW
days of July of our Bicentennial year so that peoples of

all faiths, s==is in their own way, may give thanks for the

furt

protection of divine Providence through 200 years, and iif?ﬁ
for theA safety and £wpeee happiness of the United States

of America.




2
To commemorate the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence, the Congress, by concurrent resolution agreed
to June 26, 1963 (77 Stat. 944), declared that its anniversary
be observed by the {inging of bells throughout the
United States.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the
United States of America,_do hereby proclaim that the two
hundredth anniversary of the adoption of fhe Declaration
of Independence be observed by the simultaneous ringing
.0of bells throughout the United States at the hour of
two o'clock, eastern daylight time, on the afternoon of
"7 the fourth of July, 1976, our Bicentennial Independence
Day, for a period of two minutes, signifying our two
centuries of nationhood.
I call upon civic, religious, and other community

leaders to encourage public participation in this historic

///»—> observance. I call upon all Americans, here and abroad,
4:2)7i including all American ‘flagghips at sea, to join in this
[\_

salute.

‘ As the bells ring in gur third century,/\m-a ﬁ

that'thls Natlon, under God, will meet the
-ehghdsryes—eof the future with the same courage and dedication

Americans[éhowed the worLé]two centuries ago. In perpetuation
d :

of the A&fam ringing of the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia,

1e§A=~iif4w_L~= o= again "Proclaim Liberty throughout

all the Land unto é Inhabitants thereof.”

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of in the year of our Lord nineteen

hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the

United States of America the two hundredth.

>4 &;NMphsl¢aibi
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To commerorate the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence, the Congress, by concurrent resolultion agreed
to June 26, 1863 (77 Stat. ¢44), declared that its anniversary
be obzerved by the ringing of bells throughout the
United States.

NCW, 'WHERRFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the

pol

United States of America, dc hereby proclaim that the two
hundredth anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration

observed by the simultaneous ringing

]
0]

of Incdependence b
of bells throucghout the United States at the hour of

two o'clock, eastern davlicht time, on the afternoon of

the fourth of July, 1976, our Bicentennial Independence

Day, for a period of two minutes, signifying our two

centuries of nationhood.

I call upon civic, religious, and other community
leaders to encourage public participation in this historic
observance. I call upon all Americans, here and abroad,
including all American flagships at sea, to join in this
salute.

As the bells ring in our third century, let every
American pray that this Nation, under God, will meet the
challenges of the future with the same courage and dedication
Americans showed the world two centuries ago. In perpetuation
of the original ringing of the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia,
let the tolling of bells again "Proclaim Liberty throughout
all the Land unto the Inhabitants thereof."

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

day of in the year of our Iord nineteen
hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the

United States of America the two hundredth.
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We regard our past, we examine our present, and we explore

our future from an international viewpoint. As communications

such as this program bring people closer together, we learn that

nations must depend upoz;l each other much like families in a
community if ,peace is to continue and grow. .

In that spirit we in the United States o.f America wish to
shape our Bicentennial with you,.;and cdedicate qurselves foa

common search for a future of shared progress.

.

ES N




DRAFT

ProposedA Generzal Statement by the President

for USIA Bicentennial Television Program

It is a great personal pleasure to greet international viewers
of the Bicentennial observance of the United States of America.

Two hundred years ago thirteen colonies in Norih America

’

J f

united and declared their independence. Their ideals and aspira-
tions were proclaimed on July 4, 1776. We celebrate with pride
the two centuries of nationhood we have enjoyed since then. We
have fulfilled many of tk¢ humanistic and political.as_pirations of
our founding fathers. Those thirteen agrarign colonies have grown
into a free, dynamic industrial society. .\"v"e'are' proud of our
accomplishments yet mindful of goals still fo be a.'ttaiﬁed. »

In many ways, the destiny of the United States has been
intertwined with that of other nations. Throug‘hout our history,
people irom other societies have come to these shores, become
Americans and contributed to our spiritual and material growth.
Americans in this Bicentennial yéar observe not only the

. A
development of our own country and culture but the diverse

¢

streams that have fo: it,




DRAET

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For France

Our relations with France take on special meaning in this

Bicentennial year. You are our oldest friend and ally.. France

.played an honorable and important.paxt in-the.birth of the-United .- =" -

States as a nation. Ameriéans remember gratefully Lafayette,
Rochambeau, Admiral DeGrasse and those many unknown heroic
Frenchmen who fought side by side with Americans to help us.
win the war of independence. Over the past 200 years we have 4
shared common idéals of justice and liberty ar.ld we have had to
f.ight' tOg'ethei',.twice in.this.c.:eﬁtur.};,'. t.o ensure 'tIie bsurvival of
freedom. Americans record with pride and gratitude this 200
year period of cooperation and friendship with France and we

AS

look forward to a continuation of our historic association in the

-common cause of peace and frecedom. 3
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DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for 4
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Greece

I

' Vef_y: -épecial gre-eéings are due, and they are wa.rinly

extended, to the people of Greece to whom our republic and
4

of life owe so much. _
_l.' s B R Y /TRy S g el e e . ety wwre tin 14_:\.-‘,»{:..-.;;. BRI

bt e

As Americans reflect on their 200 years as a free and

independent nation and as they look to the future, it is natural

that they should recall that the democxratic spirit first blossomed
in your ancient land.

. Greece and America alike have lost much blood and treasure

in defénse of these institutions. The people of both nations remember

the advice of Pericles, V'tha.t only those who have the courage to
defe;nd liberfy ca.n be truly freé.

As we mark our.Bicentennial, then, Americaﬁs are particula;ly
g;.'ateful that the blessings of democracy are gnjoyed by both ouréelves

and by the people who gave birth to the ideals by ‘which we live,



DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Germany

My fellow citizens and I are deeply moved by the interest

which our Bicentennial has created in the Federal Republic of
4 . .

Germany, and we are impressed by the host of Bicentennial

O N R

‘ bbservations "dad activifies which that'ihterest has fostered, "

This mutual sharing of our celebration attests once again to

" the de'pth of the friendship between the German and the American ’

peoples. We a.pprecia.te the influence of German immigrants in
the building of our nation; from the a.nonymoué pioneers who -
wre;ted homestead.s and towns from the wildergéss; to the
public figures whose names appear so liberally throughout
the fages of American history;

As this nation begins its third century, I know that the .
bonds between us are as strong as ever, I am certain of our
cornm-on determination to serve the cause of peace, justice,

and freedom for our countrics and for all nations of the world,

b
L




DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for /
-USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Italy

. . ’ i
America owes much to Italy, to Columbus who discovered
‘her, to Amer‘icus Vespucci who gave us his name, and to the

millions of sons and daughters of Italy who have contributed to

: H R '. Sy
~t et "y‘. 4

.the development a.nd growth of the Un1ted States throucrhout our |

history. As we celebrate the ZOOth a.nm.versary of the bu:th of
the United States, we hope that you in Iualy share the sense of
pride and accomplishment that we do at this moment. For our
history is one you helped to make. And our future is one that

you, as a friend and ally;.will share.



DRAFT |

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for /
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Poland

During this Bicentennial we are especially mindful of our
special ties to Poland. Polish patriots such a‘.s Kosciuszko and
Pulaski helpeld us in 0;11; struggle for independence. bther Poles

settled here and helped to build our country. In this Spirit Iwas
honored to greet First Secretary Gierek to the United States in
October,. 1974, and wag deelply to.uéhea b;f my reception during |
.my own visit to Poland in July, 1975, W’e,. the American people,

are confident that our ties with Poland will retain this special .

.flavor during the next 100 years. -

P N R I D



Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Portagal

And it is particularly fitting that I addréss the people‘ of
Portugal tonight. From Portugal has come not only Peter

Francisco, one of the great heroes of our Revolutionary War,

bt more than a million sons and daughtors of Portugal who
have cqntributed.so r:'rm'ch to the developmc;.n.t apd groxyth of
the United States. As we celebrate the ZOOth anniversary of
our democracy, I join my fellow citizens in wishing the people

of Portugal success and prosperity as they embark on a course

for which we have such great admiration and sympathy.



Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Yugoslavia

Americans of Yugoslav origin have played a significant

role in the development of this country. Together with our

O T S PR A TN e

-"historié tieé, ahd the close friendship we enjoy to'da.y., there

..

is the prospect of continued close relations between a strong,

independent Yugoslavia and the American people.




Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Telcvision Program /

Fo» Lztin America

F4
kd
i

F
&

In that spirit we in the United States of America wish to
share our Bigentennial with you., We long have shared 2 common

countries were colonies of Kuropean powers. That experience

is a link that ties us together, as ddes our comimon experience
of waging and winning wars of independence. Today, we dedicate

ourselves to a common search for a future of shared peace and

‘progress. On this note, we salute our sister republics of the

Americas.

‘
A
“ar

wed dating back to:the per ied when.all oux ... e e

K4



"DRATFT -

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for /
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Asia

We nced not recall for you that it was East Asia that the
navigators and explorers from Europe searched for when they

’

found what came to be known as America in the late 15th century.

Seeking 2 short cut to the East Indies, they found a new world which

T esin At the Afiantic, but which would provide a bridge to the
Pacific. .
: 'rTociay, we are a Pacific neighbor ;o .a'll of ycu.. W'e. Kope
to be a good neighbo:l and a constructive one; for just as we
share the Paciﬁc we share with ybu the dream of all mankind ~-~ ;
for peace ex=erﬁvher,e.
[
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"DRATRT

Pro*;os"’* Snecially Tarcgetted Conclusion for
J o ’/
USiA Bicentennial Televicion Program

] Rl ' P
For Javan NG

Finally, may I say that Mrs. Ford and I still recall with

great personal pleasure our visit to your country not so long
4 N '

ago. Last year, we were proud and heonored to welcome Their

Ivia_)csues The .f*lpe:or and Empress at the White ITouse during

R N e SR L i -y [T R P .o . . .
. : IR R D e »..- S R e IR L T R P S
. oty Y . S - » R I SRR Ry

their tour of the United btates on the eve of our nat tion's ZOOLh

birthday. These visits symbolize the c‘oso J’apancse—Amerman

relationship, of \Vhlch both our people can be proud. In behalf

S of all Americans, I extend our best wishes to the Japanese

’

: people, and our hope that all of you will come and visit us soon.

me ewelgh
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DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for /
USIA Bicentennial Televizion Program \ 4

For Arab Countries

s
s
4

I arn especially pleased to be talking directly;t'o our friends

of the Middle East on this historic occasion. Americans and the

4

people of the Middle East have been deeply involved since the

~beginning of our history as aunation.. .. i o owid el s et e aen s

Although our recent commeon efforts to bring about a peaceful
resolutisn of the Arab-Israeli-conflict are naturally foremost in
our minds, the occurrence of the U.S. Bicentennial is a useful
reminder that our friendship is an old one, American universiﬁes
in Caiz;o and Beirut have long played a significant role in the history
of education in.fhe Middle East, and. qu'e:~;;hallgé3 of students and
scholars in both directions has benefitted us all., Communities of
Arab-Americans have leng ehrié‘ned our country, and o.ur commercial,
technological and scientific ties have been growing for 200 years. "
Iam ha.ppy, therefore, to pay special tribute toda;y to the
long, mutually beneficial dialogue which has existed between our

countrics. And I can assure you that our eiforts to contribute {o

peace in the Middle East will remain a principal goal of Amevrican

rolicy.




Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program \

For Israel , /\

AN
™,

o "

I am especially pleased to be talking directly to the
people of Israel on this historic occasion...
’

It has often been said that there is a special relationship

“betwesn the UL S. arnd Tstael. 1 think thid is trie,” Our friendship; -

which has existed since Israel achieved independence over 28
years ago, has its basis in common high regard for democracy,
nurtured by a similar attitude toward life and humanity.

Our close friendship, our historic ties will be of crucial

r

importance, as we pursue our mutual goal of seeking a peaceful
resolution to the conflict which has caused so much anguish in

the hearts of Israelis, Americans and Arabs alike.



. -

Proposecd Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Alirica

Our special pleasure in sharing this celebration with the

people of Afirica is understandable. One of every ten Americans
4 . ‘

is descended from Africans who came to this land during its

formative years. Black Americans helped make our nation ,. ..

great, and have given a unique flavor to American life and art.
‘The celebratior; of our 200th birthday, .ther;afore, ‘is in

part an expression of thanks to the continent whose herita..ge we

share, and whose well-being and progress we will continue to

suppoxrt. .

£y






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 8, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE

FROM: JACK MAR

Find out what staffing, if any, has ke n done on these USIA
messages, Is everyone on board on the texts? Does Hart-

mann's shop usually approve this type of thing?

The taping is going to take a little while. I hope everyone
understands that because there are quite a few messages there.






DRATT

Proposed General Statement by the Pre sident

for USIA Bicentennial Television Program

It is a great personal pleasure to greet international viewérs
of the Bicentennial observance of the United States of America.

Two hundred years ago thirteen colonies in Nor?h Ameriéa

4
united and declared their independence. Their ideals and aspira-
tions were proclaimed on July 4, 1776. We celebrate with pride
the two centuries of nationhood we have enjoyed since then. We
have fulfilled many of the humanistic and political aspirations of
our founding fathers. Those thirteen agrari?.n colonies have grown
into a free, dynamic industrial society. 'W'e'are' proud of our
accomplishments yet mindful of goals still to be aftaiﬁed.

In many ways, the destiny of the United States has been
intertwined with that of other nations. Througiqout our history,
people from other societies have come to these shores, become
Americans and contributed to our spiritual and material growth.
Americans in this Bicentennial year observe 1.1'01: only the

- 1
development of our own country and culture but the diverse

strezins that have fedd it



We regard our past, we exarnine our present, and we explore
our future from an international viewpoint. As communications
such as this program bring people closer together, we léé.rn that
nations must depend upon each other much like families in a
community if,peace is to continue and grow.

In that spirit we in the United States of America wish to
share our Bicentennial with you, and cdedicate ourselves to a

common search for a future of shared progress.



DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

¥or France

Our relations with France take on special meaning in this
Bicentennial year. You are our oldest friend and ally.. France
played an honorable and important part in the birth of the United
' States as a nation. Ameriéans remember gratefully Lafayette,
Rochambeau, Admiral DeGrasse and those many unknown heroic
Frenchmen who fought side by side with Americans to help us‘
win the war of independence. Over the past 200 years we have »
shared common ideals of justice and liberty and we have had to
fight together, twice in this c‘:entury,' to ensure the survival of
freedom. Americans record with pride and gratitude this 200
year period of cooperation and friendship with France and we
look forward to a continuation of our h?.storic.a.ssociation in the

‘common cause of peace and freedom. p



DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for :_,/
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Greece

Ve'r.y".fs'peci.al greiet.ings are due, and they are warinly
extended, ‘to tﬁe people of Greece to whom our republic and
'~ our way of life owe so much.
'As Americans reflect on their 200 years as a free and
independent nation and as they look to the future, it is natural
tﬂat they should reéall that the democratic spirit first blossomed
in your ancient land. |
. ézfeece and America alike have lost much blood and treasure
in defense of these institutions. The people of both nations remember
the advice of Pericles, that only those who have the courage to
defénd liberty ca.'n be truly freé.
As we mark our Bicentennial, then, Americaﬁs are particularly
gi-a.teful that the blessings of democracy are gnjoyed by both ourselves

and by the people who gave birth to the ideals by which we live.

o



DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Germany

My fellow citizeﬁs and I are deeply moved by the interest
which our Bi(‘:entennial has created in'the Federal Republic of |
Germany, and we are impressed by the host of Bicentennial
observations and activities which that interest has fostered.

This mutual sharing of our celebration attests once again to

the 'depth of the friendship between the German and the American -
peoples. We appreciate the influence of German immigrants in
the building of our nation; from the anony'moué pioneers who -
wrested homesteads and towns from the wilderness; to the

public figures whose names appear so liberally throughout

the pages of American history.I

As this nation begins its third century, I know that the .
bonds between us are as strong as ever, I am certain of our

common determination to serve the cause of peace, justice,

and freedom for our countries and for all nations of the world.



DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
- USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Italy

America owes much to Italy, to Columbus who disi:overed
her, to Americus Vespucci who gave us his name, and to the
millions of sons and daughters of Italy who have contributed to
the development and growth of the United States throughout our
history. As we celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of
the United States, we hope that you in Italy share the sense of
pride and accomplishment that we do at this moment. For our
history is one you helped to make. And our future is one that

you, as a friend and ally, will share.



DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for /
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Poland

During this Bicentennial we are especially mindful ::of our
special ties to Poland. Polish patriots such as Kosciuszko and
Pulaski helpe‘d us in oﬁl; struggle for.independence. Other Poles
settled here and helped to build our country. In this spirit I was
honored to greet First Secretary Gierek to the United States in
October, 1974, and was deeply touched by my reception during ,
my own visit to Poland in July, 1975. We, the American people,

are confident that our ties with Poland will retain this special

flavor during the next 100 years.



Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for /
USIA Bicentennial Television Program :

For Portugal

And it is particularly fitting that I address the people of
Portugal tonight. From Portugal has come not only Peter '
Francisco, one of the great heroes of our Revolutionary War,
but more than a2 million sons and daughters of Portugal who
have contributed so much to the development and growth of
the United States. As we celebrate the 200th anniversary of
our democracy, I join my fellow citizens in wishing the people
of Portugal success and prosperity as they embark on a course

for which we have such great admiration and sympathy.



DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Yugoslavia

Americans of Yugoslav origin have played a significant
;:ole in the development of this country. Together with our
historic ties, and the close friendship we enjoy today, there
is the prospect of continued close relations between a strox?g,

independent Yugoslavia and the American people.
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Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

",

In that spirit we in the United States of America wish to
share our Bigentennial with you, We long have shared a common
historical experience, dé.ting back to the period when all our
countries were colonies of European powers. That experience
is a link that ties us together, as dogs our comlnofx experience
of waging and winning wars of independence. Today, we dedicate
‘ourselves to a common search for a future of shared peace and
progress. On this note, we salute ou_r.'siste.r' républics of fhe

Americas.



"DRAFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for /
USIA. Bicentennial Television Program

For Asia

We neced not recall for you that it was Eas:}:':ﬁxsia that the

navigators and explorers from Europe searched for when th'ey.
’

found what came to be known as America in the late 15th century.
Seeking a short cut to the East Indies, they found a new world which
would begin at the Atlantic, but which would provide a bridge to the
Pacific.

Tociay, we are a Pacific neighbor to all of ycu. We hope
to be a good neighb01; and a constructive ohe; for just as we

share the Pacific we share with ybu the dream of all mankind -~

for peace everywhere.



"DRATFT

Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for \ .
]
USiA Bicentennial Televicion Program .

For Janan NG

Finally, may I say that Mrs. Ford and I still recall with
great personal pleasure our visit to your ccuntry no.t so long
ago. Last year, we were proud and honored to welcome Their
Majesties The Emperor and Empress at the White House during
their tour of the United States on the eve of our naf.ion‘s 200th
birthday. These visits symbolize the close Japanese-American
relationship, of which both oﬁr people can be proud. In behalf

of all Americaens, I extend our best wishes to the Japanese

people, and our hope that all of you will come and visit us soon.




' Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for /
USIA Bicentennial Television Program \
For Arab Countries ) \
I arn especially pleased to be talking directly_‘;t'o our friends

of the Middle East on this historic occasion. Americans and the
‘

people of the Middle East have been deeply involved since the

beginning of our history as a nation.

Although our recent common efforts to bring about a peaceful
resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict are naturally foremost in
our minds, the occurrence of the U.S. Bicentennial is a useful
reminder that our friendship is an old one. American universities
- in Cairo and Beirut have long played a significant role in the history
of education in the Middle East, and the exchange of students and
scholars in both directions has benefitted us ail. Communities of
Arab-Americans have leng enriched our country, and our commercial,
technological and scientific ties have been growing for 200 years.

I am happy, therefore, to pay special tribute today to the
long, mutually beneficial dialogue which has existed between our.
countries. And I can assure you that our eiforts to contribute to
peacc in the Middle East will remain a principal goal of A nel.'ican

policy.




DRAFT
Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for S
USIA Bicentennial Television Program \

For Israel ' N

I am especially pleased to be talking directly to the
. people of Isr%el on this historic occasion...

It has often been said that there is a special relationship
between the U.S. and Israel. I think this is true. Our friendship,
which has existed since Israel achieved independence over 28
years ago, has its basis in common high regard for democracy, -
nurtured by a similar attitude toward life and humanity.

Our close friendship, our historic ties will be of crucial
importance, as we pursue our mutual goal of seelging a peaceful

resolution to the conflict which has caused so much anguish in

the hearts of Israelis, Americans and Arabs alike.



Proposed Specially Targetted Conclusion for
USIA Bicentennial Television Program

For Africa

Our special pleasure in sharing this celebration with the
people of Airica is understandable. One of every ten Americans
’ .
is descended from Africans who came to this land during its
formative years. Black Ah:ericans helped make our na;cion
great, and have given a unique flavor to American life and art.
The celebration of our 200th birthday, théréfore, is in
Part an expression of thanks to the continent whose herita.-ge we -

share, and whose well-being and progress we will continue to

support.







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 16, 1976

MEMORANDUM TO: DR. CONNOR A’}Z}’
FROM: ROBERT T. HARTMANN { \*I/’ e i
SUBJECT: Bicentennial Events

In reply to your memo relaying Counsellor Marsh's
questions, I gave my views to Jack some days ago, but
am happy to repeat them.

1. Yes, I think there should be a P

' clamation for the Fourth. We
following the same overall t
speeches. A somewhat short
be taped for radio and telgvision use. I do not
think we need another 1i delivery event during the
week of July 1-5 beyond/the six already scheduled.

sidential Pro-

e preparing one,

e of his Bicentennial
version thereof can

2. President Grant in hi
1876 included a cal
and happiness of t
be appropriately i
clamation.
fically req

4th of July Proclamation of

for prayer, for the future safety
United States. I feel this would
cluded in the aforementioned pro-

I do fiot know whether he has been speci-
to do so.

3. I do not fav a special message to Congress. The
Congress has its own part in the Bicentennial cele-
bration, and in the National Archives event on July 2.
Given its present odor, the less buddying up to the
Congress the better. There is no legislative need.

cc: Counsellor Marsh \’///



-

-
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

-~June 14, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM: ‘

SUBJECT:

Jack Marsh has raised a number of questions about the Bicentennial
and would appreciate your responses to them.

1, Should the President issue a national proclamation
on the eve of the 4th? What should it say; how
should it be delivered?

2. Should the President issue a proclamation to our
friends and allies abroad? If so, when should he
issue it, what should it say, how should it be delivered?
3. There has been some discussion of issuing a
prayér proclamation Has the President been
requested to issue such a proclamation, and if so,
what is the status? If he has not received such
a request to issue one, nevertheless should he
consider issuing one for the 4th of July?

4, Should the President send a written message to the
Congress? What should it say, how should it be
delivered--in person, or perhaps in writing?

I would appreciate receiving your answers to these questions by
c.0.b. Wednesday, June 16th. Thank you.












EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

GENERAL COUNSEL

June 15, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT D. LINDER

Subject: Bicentennial Independence Day, 1976

Enclosed is a proposed proclamation entitled "Bicenten-
nial Independence Day, 1976.

The proposed proclamation was informally submitted by
the American Revolution Bicentennial Administration.

It has been modified in this office but no change

has been made in its purpose or the sentiments expressed
therein.

The proposed proclamation would proclaim that the two
hundredth anniversary of the signing of the Declaration
of Independence be observed by the simultaneous ringing
of bells throughout the United States at 2 o'clock (EDT),
July 4, 1976, for two minutes, Although Congress has
not requested the President to issue a proclamation of
this nature, it has expressed its desire for such com-
memoration in S. Con. Res. 25, 88th Congress, June 26,
1963 (77 Stat. 944).

As a Bicentennial event, the proposed proclamation

meets the criteria for an ad hoc exception to the policy
limiting Presidential proclamations to those requested

by a joint congressional resolution. The proposed proc-
lamation was suggested well in advance, allowing time

for appropriate consideration. The .event is of nation-
wide civic significance to all Americans and has received
widespread interest so that there is reasonable assurance
that the event will be observed throughout the Nation.

This event has the support of the General Federation
of Women's Clubs, which voted during its 1975 convention

ARSI



to request that the President issue an appropriate proc-
lamation. The American Revolution Bicentennial Adminis-
tration has already begun efforts to encourage public
participation in this event. Considerable news coverage
of the activity has already been generated.

Time has not permitted formal submission to the Depart-
ment of Justice in accordance with the provisions of
Executive Order No. 11030, as amended. However, an
attorney in that Department, who normally reviews pro-
posed Executive orders and proclamations for form and
legality, has reviewed this proposed proclamation and
has informally advised that there is no legal objection
to its issuance.

It is urged that this proposed proclamation be promptly
submitted for the President's consideration.

This proposed proclamation has the approval of the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

William M. Nichols
General Counsel

Enclosures



..

BICENTENNIAL INDEPENDENCE DAY

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

In the evening of the fourth day of July, 1776,
@he Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of
Independence which proclaimed to the world the birth
of a new nation dedicated to making the experiment
in democracy work.

In the two centuries that have since passed, we
have matured as a nation and as a people. We have
gained the wisdom that comes with age and have pre-
served the exuberance and resiliency that comes with
youth. 1In this year of our Nation's Bicentennial,
we face the future with confidence born of a renewed
dedication and commitment to the principle of indi-
vidual liberty.

To commemorate the adoption of the Declaration
of Independence, the Congress, by concurrent resolution
agreed to June 26, i963 (77 Stat. 944), declared that
its anniversary be observed by the ringing of bells
throughout the United States.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim that
the two hundredth anniversary of the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence be observed by the simul-
taneous ringing of bells throughout the United States
at the hour of two o'clock, eastern daylight time,
on the afternoon of the fourth of July, 1976, our
Bicentennial Independence Day, for a period of two

minutes, signifying our two centuries of'datibqhood.




I call upon civic, religioué, and other community
leaders to encourage public participation in this
historic observance. I call upon all Americans, here
and abroad, to join in this salute.

As the bells ring in our third century, let
. every American, each in his or her own way, pray that
this Nation, under God, will meet the challenges of
the future with the same courage and dedication
Americans showed the world two centuries ago. As
inscribed on the Liberty Bell, let the tolling of bells
again proclaim liberty throughout the land.
' IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
. | this day of , in the year of
our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two

hundredth.





