
The original documents are located in Box 67, folder “Foreign Heads of State Visits” of the 
John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



KISSINGER, HENRY 
INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPATION 

Nay s. 1975 f.. :f ... 1975 

ASSISTAIT TO TH£ ftltESIDENT 
FOR NATIOIIAL SEQJRITY AFFAIRS 

Fl«»': TED MARRS 

lieentemrfa aet1vfttes tn ret~rd to lnt.PMtfona 
• tters wtll be behf ftd 1 power curve tf we do 
tet a NCc•rftdatton tn regal'd to the baste stion 
of separete Yistts for stptffcant forefgn sfton 
versus a •Jor stngle effort (wttta few eptfo•s). 

It ts ~ uaderstaldflll thlt NSC fs 
developaent of 1 posttfon on thfs tter. I .ould 
apprecfate resolvtfOR as sOGn a posstble so that 
ARM's pl1anfng and Vhfte Hou '1-fag can be 
ace.pltshed on 1 tf•11 ba s. 

be: Jack Marsh;../ 
Dick Cheney 

/ 

Digitized from Box 67 of The John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



THE WHITE HOUSE• 

WASHINGTON 

December 12, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

Jack, latest idea from Milt Mitler and company re present 
for Heads of State. A piece of moon rock encased in glass 
or plastic and placed in a colonial-type pewter container ••• basic 
idea ••• our early beginnings (colonial pewter) to the ultimate (moon 
landing). 

What do you think? 

I 1 1 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 8296 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTL~L 

ACTION 
December 29, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT 

FROM: Mr. Clift ~---.. .. 
SUBJECT: Status Report on Giscard d'Estaing's Visit 

We were recently informed by the Scheduling Office that the President 
had inquired about the status of planning for Giscard's visit this 
coming May. 

The Department of State has forwarded the status report at Tab B. 
The memorandum for your signature at Tab A would review this 
information for the President. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab A. 

cc: Milt Mitler 

/ 

J\. DlvriNISTR.A TIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 
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ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

TilE \\IIITE IIUI SE 
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INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Brent Scowcroft 

SUBJECT: Status Report on Giscard d'Estaing's Visit 

In response to your recent inquiry, the following paragraphs provide a 
review of the tentative planning for French President Giscard d'Estaing's 
State Visit to the United States., May 17 ... 201 1976. 

May 17: 

May 18: 

--South Grounds Arrival Ceremony 
.... Qval Office Meeting 
--5:30 p.m.~ Society of Cincinnati Reception~ 

Anderson House 
--White House State Dinner 

--Possible Second Oval Office Meeting 
.... 12:30 p.m., Address to Joint session of Congress 
--Evening at Mt. Vernon for inauguration of French 

Bicentennial Sound and Light gift 

Concerning President Giscard 1s itinerary outside the Washington area, it is 
our understanding that he is considering visits to Yorktown, Virgina; New 
Orleans; Houston; Boston; Philadelphia; New York and other cities but has 
not yet made any firm decisions about his itinerary. 

The French Embassy expects to provide us in the next few weeks with 
indications of President Giscard's tentative preferences for arrangements 
and itinerary of the state visit. Upon receipt of this information~ I will 
provide you with an updated status report. 

:\f)\! J0i JSTI".\T fV F. f .Y 

C\ ):\ 1·'11) l<i':T L\ L 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washin&ton, D.C. 20S20 

7524995 
f'cJ..'"'lv 

December 22, 1975 

HEMORANDUM FOR .HR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: State Visit of French President 

Mrs. Davis' memorandum of December 16 requested 
recommendations on the proposed itinerary for the 
visit of President Giscard d'Estaing. 

The Department of State understands that the preference 
of President Giscard is for not more than five days of 
programmed events on his visit to the United States next 
May. Of these five days two days would be devoted to 
Washington and three days to locations elsewhere in the 
United States. 

Since the joint announcement specified the period of 
May 17-20 for the visit, the Department recommends that 
planning for the Washington portion of the visit, i.e., 
involving possible participation ·by President Ford, be 
as follows: 

Monday, May 17, 1976 - ceremonial arrival of President 
Giscard at the White House; 
meetings between Presidents Ford 
and Giscard; White House dinner. 

Tuesday, May 18, 1976 - possible meeting between Presidents 
Ford and Giscard; President 
Giscard's dinner reciprocating the 
White House dinner. · 

'There are three events in Washington for which President 
Giscard has made arrangements to participate or plans to 
do so. 1) At 12:30 on May 18 he will address a Joint 
Session of Congress. 2) On May 17 at 5:30 he is tentatively 
scheduled to attend a reception by the Society of the 
Cincinnati at Anderson House~ 3) During his stay in 
Washington, probably on the night of May 18, Giscard wishes 
to present and inaugurate at Mount Vernon the French gift 
to the Bicentennial, a "sound and light 11 show. 

,.. . 
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Concerning President Giscard's itinerary outside the 
Washington area, the Department understands that he is 
considering vlsits to Yorktown, Virginia; New Orleans; 
Houston; Boston; Philadelphia; New York and other cities 
but has not yet made any decision about his itinerary. 

-The French Embassy expects to provide the Department 
in the next few weeks indications of President-Giscard's 
tentative preferences for arrangements and itinerary 
-of the state visit • 

... · '"• 

( . (1'[t~v~~1 
~-A/George S. Springsteen y Executive Secretary 
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ITE HOUSE 

NOTE; 

Mr. Marsh-- you v 0;30 

on January 8 (Thur. day). 

Thanks. 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

8376 

January 6, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Mrs. Maria Downs 
Captain Kollmorgen 

Jeanne W. Dav~ 
Planning Group Meeting for Bicentennial 
Event for Foreign Leaders 

The first meeting of the planning group for the bicentennial 
event for foreign leaders will be held at the State Department 
on January 8 at 10:30 AM in Room 7516 (Operations Center). 

.., 1976 

We would appreciate your informing my office of the participants 
from your staff who will attend. A copy of the proposed agenda 
is attached. 

{) 



BICENTENNIAL EVENT FOR FOREIGN LEADERS 
PLANNING GROUP 

Proposed Agenda for January 8 Meeting 

1. Scope of event 

2. Program 

3. Logistics 

4. Security 

number of guests 
size of entourage 

WH functions 
entertainment 

housing 
transportation 

5. Cost, resources for funding 

6. Other matters 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT: 

DEC 2 0 1975 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 'I')• 1975 

The Secretary of State 
The Administrator, American Revolution 

Bicentennial Administration 

Planning for Bicentennial Event for 
Foreign Leaders 

In order to commence work on the bicentennial event for foreign 
leaders, approved by the President .for the week of July 19, 1976, 

8376 

a small Planning Group will be created composed of representatives 
of appropriate elements of the various departments and agencies 
concerned. 

These should include, but not be limited to, the Office of the 
Chief of Protocol, Mr. John Marsh and Dr. Ted Marrs of the 
White House Staff, the White House Social Office, Office of the 
President's Military Assistant, the NSC Staff, the Office of 
Management and Budget, the Secret Service and the American 
Bicentennial Administration. 

The Planning Group will be chaired by a representative of the 
Deputy Under Secretary of State for Management. 

cc: Counselor Jolin Marsh 
Dr. Ted Marrs 
Maria Downs 
Capt. Leland S. Kollmorgen 
H. Stuart Knight 
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,i.!EMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH/: 
I 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

TED MARRS 

Jeanne W, Dav~ 
Creation of Planning 
Group for Bicenten
nial Event for 
Foreign Leaders. , 

The attached is for your concur renee 
and/or comment. Alex: Akalovsky has 
been assigned to Larry Eagleburger to 
work exclusively on Bicentennial matters 
and would chair the group. 

Attachment 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

Secretary of State 
Administrator, American Revolution 

Bicentennial Administration 

SUBJECT: Planning for Bicentennial Event 
for Foreign Leaders 

In order to commence work on the bicentennial event for 

foreign leaders, approved by the President for the week of 

July 19, 1976, a small Planning Group will be created composed 

of representatives of appropriate elements of the various depart-

ments and agencies concerned. 

These should include,but not be limited to, the Office of the ' 

Chief of Protocol, Mr. John Marsh and Dr. Ted Marrs of the White 

House Staff, the White House Social Office, Office of the President's 

Military Assistant, the NSC Staff, the Secret Service and the American 

Bicentennial Administration. 

The Planning Group will be chaired by a representative of 

the Deputy Under Secretary of State for Management. 

cc: Counselor John Marsh 
Dr. Ted Marrs 

-~ia Downs 
,/"" (£21} Kollmorgen 

( H. Stuart Knight 

Brent Scowcroft 

---~---------------
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THE WHITE HOUS 

WASHINGTON 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1976 

RUSS ROURKE ~G 
.. ,•\\ 

JACK MARSH ·, ' . 

Russ, would you please coordinate with Ted and Milt Mitler to 
get views back on this memo from Jeanne Davis. In fact, I think 
maybe the four of us might want to sit down and go over that. 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0506 

NSC-436 

January 27, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

--,..l\{r. John 0. Marsh, Counsellor to the President 
Mr. John W. Warner, Administrator, ARBA 
Dr. Ted Marrs, Special Assistant to the President 
Mr. Milt Mitler, Bicentennial Office, White House 
Mrs. Maria Downs, Social Secretary 
Captain Leland L, Kollmorgen, Military Assistant to 

the President 
Ms. Susan Porter, White House 
Mr. Richard Hite, Chairman, Interagency Bicentennial 

Task Force, Department of the Interior 
Mr. Peter Fannon, OMB 
Mr. William R. Barton, Chief, Foreign Dignitary 

Protection Division, Secret Service 

Proposed Memorandum to the President on the 
Bicentennial Event for Foreign Leaders 

Attached is a suggested draft memo to the President on the proposed 
Bicentennial event for foreign leaders in July. I would appreciate 
having your comments and/or clearance by January 29. 

J)!Ji) Davis 
Staff Secretary 

SHCltE'f- ATTACHMENT 



MEMO FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROM: B.tent Scowcroft 
SUBJ: Bicentennial Event for Foreign Leaders 

You have agreed to the concept of a Bicentennial event in July for foreign 

Heads of State or Government, and we have developed a suggested plan along 

the lines previously proposed to you. At the same time, there are foreign policy 

and domestic factors to be considered and they are described herein. 

Attendance by Foreign Leaders 

It is suggested that invitations to foreign leaders be extended in your name on 

behalf of the American people to participate in a two-day Bicentennial program 

on July 20 and 21 in Washington. For both protocolary and budgetary reasons, 

it would be desirable to limit invitations only to Chiefs of State or, at the option 

of the countries concerned, Heads of Government, and their spouses. The total 

number invited would be approximately 140, plus spouses. It is estimated that 

as many as three-fourths of the total number might accept. 

Suggested Program 

July 19 

Preferred date for the arrival of Heads of State or Government to Washington. 

July 20 

Morning and afternoon --This period could be reserved on your schedule for brief 

private meetings with selected foreign leaders, as may be considered desirable. 

We believe it would be possible to select a few leaders for private sessions 

without offending others, as has been done on the occasion of State funerals of 

American dignitaries • 
. ......, DBCL~SSIFIED 

E 0. 12958, See. 3.5 
NSC Memo, ill24198, State Dept~ 
By ..it:1 ifW\ , NARA. Dare J.~o----""'ll.21"""'~,._ 
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Afternoon A reception at the White House or, if desired, a reception at 

the Smithsonian Institution. (The Nation of Nations Exhibition at the Smithsonian's 

National Museum of History and Technology Building is the most important of 

the multitude of Smithsonian Bicentennial projects and would be particularly 

appropriate for a group of foreign dignitaries. A brochure on the exhibition 

is attached at Tab A). 

Evening -- Dinner at the White House for Heads of State or Government 

and their spouses and appropriate US invitees, with additional guests, including 

Ambassadors in Washington and their wives, to be invited for the after-dinner 

entertainment. Because of the number involved, it would be necessary to 

consider a pavillion of the type used on the South Lawn in May of 1973 for the 

POW dinner for approximately 1300 guests. Or, if de shed, the reception could 

be held at the White House followed by the dinner at the Smithsonian. The 

Wh:il:e House function will be seen as the keystone of the celebration. It would 

have great appeal and significance for foreign leaders in general and particularly 

for those who might not otherwise have an opportunity to be feted at the White 

House. 

Afternoon 

/~:-·t:a;:, 
{ (~t 
t .... ; 
f ;:~ 

Possible Joint Session of Congress with Heads of State or' Govern-

ment in attendance. This need not entail a formal address but could include a 

reading of the Declaration of Independence or similar readings appropriate to 

the Bicentennial. 

-- Because of the number involved, it may not be possible to include 



spouses at the Joint Session. In that event, Mrs. Ford might consider hosting 

a luncheon for the spouses at the White House or elsewhere during this period. 

-- The Congress might be asked to host a luncheon, following the Joint 

Session or, if desired, the Supreme Court might be considered as host for a 

luncheon in honor of the visitors. 

Evening -- Entertainment at the Kennedy Center. This could include 

performances of representative American works -- music, ballet, theatre, etc. 

It would be seen as presenting the best exponents of the American performing 

arts, and the program could be worked out in consultation with Nancy Hanks, 

Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Commemorative Gift 

It has been generally agreed that it would be appropriate to present each Head 

of State or Government attending the celebration with a Bicentennial gift to 

commemorate the occasion. Specific recommendations are being considered 

and will be presented for your approval. 

Foreign Policy Factors 

The preliminary planning has identified certain foreign policy factors whfch 

should be considered: 

-- There are risks involved in assembling leaders of widely differing 

political colorations in the charged atmosphere now prevailing on the international 

scene: Prime Minister Vorster of South Africa; President Qadhafi of Libya; 

President Amin of Uganda; and President Pinochet of Chile, are examples of 

those whose presence ·could result in incidents, including demonstrations, that 
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even the most meticulous protocol and security arrangements may not be able to 

prevent; 

-- There may be some controversy over invitations to those leaders whose 

policies are de.emed ip.compatible with democratic values and thus with the 

very spirit of the Bicentennial; 

-- The PRC dilemma: if invited, the PRC will certainly refuse to attend 

together with the Republic of China; if not, it may well feel slighted and US-PRC 

relations could be affected; 

-- We may create resentment among friends or regional colleagues of those 

leaders whom, for valid reasons of our own, we may decide not to invite, e. g., 

A min of Uganda. 

In addition, there has been a growing number of requests to call on you from 

foreign leaders planning to be in the US for bic.entennial-related activities. The 

original concept of the Bicentennial event was to minimize the burden on your 

schedule. However, you are already scheduled to receive Irish Prime Minister 

Cosgrave and in March, the King of Sweden in April, 

President Giscard d'Estaing in May and Queen Elizabeth in July, the latter two for 

full State Visits. It will also probably be necessary to recommend other Official 

and State visitors this year, in addition to the proposed July event. Further, 

we can anticipate requests for appointments from foreign leaders who will be 

here for the UNGA in the fall, whether or not they are received at the White 

House in July •. 
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Domestic Considerations 

On the domestic side, there are some who may view such an event as an 

extravaganza the American people can ill afford. Controversy may arise over 

those foreign leaders being invited, or that the occasion is being used to foster 

political support, coming as it does during an election year. 

There will be considerable expense involved, with preliminary estimates in 

excess of $2 million. ,-·-we-would plan to- furid alrof the expenses out of existing 
'.. - - " -- -· 

avoid requesting new funds specifically for this event 

from the Congress. 

On the other hand, foreign governments have contributed substantially to our 

Bicentennial {roughly $20 million in gifts), plus considerable non-governmental 

funds. 

The Bicentennial Administration reports that the American people are very much 

involved in Bicentennial planning and would be keenly interested in having 

foreign leaders visit their communities if they were in the United States for 

a Bicentennial event. 

Given the foregoing, you may also wish to consider a possible alternative to the 

assemblage of foreign Heads of State. You and Mrs. Ford might host a gala 

event in July for foreign Ambassadors in Washington and their wives, to include 

the Congress, Supreme Court Justices, Cabinet officers, and other appropriate 

guests, and their spouses. This could be: 

-- a White House reception; 

--a reception or dinner at the Kennedy Center, followed by appropriate 



entertainment to commemorate the Bicentennial; 

-- a reception or dinner at the Smithsonian Institution. 

A commemorative gift could be given to the Ambassadors. 

We would appreciate an indication of your preferences: 

- 6 -

1. Proceed with arrangements for Heads of State or Government 

program. 

Approve ___ _ Disapprove ___ _ 

Preferences: 

Reception and Dinner at the White House (Pavillion to be used, 

if needed) ____ , 
Reception at the White House, with the dinner at: 

Smithsonian -----
Other ----
Joint Session of Gong res s for Heads of State or Government 

Yes No Other ------ ------ -------
Luncheon for Heads of State or Government to be offered by: 

Congress ________ _ 

Supreme Court -----
Other i '>,.. 

-----
Luncheon for their spouses: 

The First Lady __ _ 

at the White House -----
at the Smithsonian ----

Elsewhere ----
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Evening Entertainment for Hea:ds of State or Government and 

spouses at the Kennedy Center 

Yes No Other ---- ---- -------
2. Alternatively, proceed with program described for foreign Ambassadors 

in July. 

Approve ---- Disapprove _____ _ 

Preferences: 

White House Reception ----
Reception only at the Smithsonian ---
Reception only at the Kennedy Center ___ _ 

Other ----
Reception and dinner approved ____ _ 

-- Smithsonian ----
-- Kennedy Center _____ _ 



Jack: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 11, 1976 

Jeanne Davis advises me today that the entire 
heads of state proposal has already been scrubbed. 
President already signed off on it. Do we still 
want our March/Cheney/Scowcroft/Rourke 
meeting? 

Because of the fallout that will flow from the 
scrubbing of our original heads of state proposal, 
the meeting might still be helpful. 

If, however, you want to cancel the meeting 
(presently scheduled for Monday), please advise. 

Russ 

J 
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WASHINGTON I 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 2, 1976 

RUSS ROURKE l £ 
MILT MITLER w 

Russ, attached is the response I sent to Jeanne Davis 
concerning the Heads of State visit for Bicentennial. 
It also represents Ted's thinking. 

Attachment 



SECRET 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, i976 

JEANNE DAVIS 

MILT HITLER 

PROPOSED MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT ON 
THE BICENTENNIAL EVENT FOR FOREIGN LEADERS 

There is no question that the massing of many Heads of State or Government 
to help commemorate our nation's Bicentennial would not only attract the 
attention of the world but would be a fitting means of exhibiting world 
recognition of our two hundred years as an independent society. 

The program outlined in your memorandum of January 27, 1976, with some 
modifications, would accomplish that purpose in an acceptable and dignified 
manner. 

However, after careful consideration of both the negatives and positives, 
I cannot help but believe that there are too many negatives which must be 
recognized and that they outweigh what might be achieved from this one 
time celebration. Some of those negatives you have already surfaced. The 
most severe, to my mind, would be security and the cost. Both, I am afraid, 
would serve to impact on the people of the country in a manner which would 
produce heavy and probably understandable criticism. 

Even in view of the fact that there will be only one Bicentennial and that 
we have already received indications from some foreign nations concerning 
a Head of State visit here, my personal feeling is that we should forego 
this plan for the alternative which, while not quite as dramatic nor at a 
level where perhaps the occasion belongs, will permit us to include those 
nations friendly to us in our commemoration and will permit us to extend 
the spirit of our celebration throughout the ,world. 

My vote is for the assemblage of foreign Ambassadors at some significant 
function where the President can express his appreciation for what the 
nations of the world are doing to help in the commemoration. I do believe 
at least a part of the function should be at the \mite House. The other 
details could be worked out to satisfy the purpose and to maintain the dig
nity of the event. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 27, 1976 

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH 

FROM: RUSSROURKV 

Jack, Jeanne Davis did some heavy back peddling re the 
attached. Now she tells me that the President really didn't 
sign off on the 11scrub11 as she had previously advised me. 
I get the very clear impression that she and Brent got 
their signals crossed on this. 

FYI, Milt advises me that he had a few words with Jeanne 
on this same subject. Her prior "didn't you know this was 
scrubbed" statement to Milt had caused him some recent em
barrassment in his own dealings with some outside folks. 
She now denies that she ever told Milt it was "scrubbed". 

In any event, your views on the attached are again solicited. 

P. S. Jeanne was also able to advise me that Jim Connor 
11 sat on this memo since February 12 11 • She said she had some 
"words" with him on this subject. 

In any event, Jack, please indicate your option selection ab initio. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION lVIE!\10RA~DC.M WA51l!~GTON 
FEB 2 4 1976 LOG NO.: 

Date: February 24, 1976 Time: 
rJUJ; ,Q_;,;) ~-

FOR AC'riON: cc (for information): 

Jack Marsh 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: February 25, 1976 Time: 3 P.M. 

SUBJECT: 

Brent Scowcroft 1s memorandum 2/12/76 
re: Bicentennial Event for Foreign Leaders 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action ~ For Your Recommendations 

--· Prepare Agenda. and Brief --- Draft Reply 

x_ For Your Comments ____ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you hav~1 any quc~tions or if you anticipate a 
t~.'la~_: ill ::)-t..ib.::·uii~itl(} flt'~ lefjLti:rcd l'J.lni(•ria}, r,lco~;C 

t,J ... phonc thl': StuH Sec:rclory inuncdiutdy. 
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THE WHITE HOL!SE 436 

WASHI!;;GTON 

-GON'PIDEH'filrL -? February 12, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT 

SUBJECT: Bicentennial Event for Foreign Leaders 

You have approved the concept of hosting a Bicentennial event in July 
for foreign Heads of State or Government, and we have developed a 
suggested plan along the lines previously proposed. Since the original 
concept was submitted, however, a number of considerations have 
surfaced -- diplomatic, security and financial -- which suggest the 
need to rethink the original proposal. This memorandum presents the 
new elements and proposes alternative soluti'ons. 

The paragraphs immediately following describe a possible scenario for 
a Bicentennial gala on the original format, that is, involving foreign 
Heads of State/Government. 

Attendance 

Invitations would be ·extended in your name on behalf of the American 
people to participate in a two-day Bicentennial program on July 20 and 
21 in Washington. For both protocolary and budgetary reasons, it would 
be desirable to limit invitations only to Chiefs of State or, at the option 
of the countries concerned, Heads of Goverrunent, and their spouses. 
The total number invited would be approximately 280. It is estimated that 
as many as one -hal£ to three -fourths of the total number might accept. 

Suggested Program 

Monday, July 19 

Arrivals. 

Tuesday, July 20 

Morning and afternoon Brief private meetings with selected foreign 
leaders. It would be appropriate and useful to select a few leaders for 

eot~PJ~ (GDS) 
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private sessions, as has been done on the occasion of State funerals 
of American dignitaries. It is, of course, possible that some bruised 
feelings may result if certain individuals are not received privately, 
and some may not be willing to attend the event unless they are assured 
of a meeting with you. 

Evening .... Dinner at the White House for the foreign visitors and 
appropriate U.S. invitees, with additional guests, including Ambassadors 
in Washington and their wives, to be invited for after-dinner entertainment. 
(Because of the number involved, it would be necessary to consider a 
pavillion of the type used on the South Lawn in May of 1973 for the POW 
dinner for approximately 1300 guests.) The White House function will be 
seen as the keystone of the celebration. It would have great appeal and 
significance for foreign leaders in general and,particularly for those who 
might not otherwise have an opportunity to be feted at the White House. 

Wednesday, July 21 

12 Noon-- Possible Joint Session of Congress with Heads of State or 
Government in attendance. This need not entail a formal address but 
could include a reading of the Declaration of Independence or similar readings 
appropriate to the Bicentennial. 

Because of the number involved, it :may not be possible to 
include spouses at the Joint Session. In that event, Mrs. Ford might 
consider hosting a luncheon for the wives during this period. It could 
include the wives of Members of Congress, the Supreme Court, and other 
appropriate guests, and it could take place at the White House or elsewhere. 
'(The new Nation of Nations Exhibition at the Smithsonian's National 
Museum of History and Technology Building, could be considered as a 
possible location and would be an appropriate setting for the dignitaries,} 

The Congress might be asked to host a luncheon, following 
the Joint Session or, if desired, the Supreme Court might be considered 
as host for a luncheon in honor of the visitors. (It could be held at the 
Smithsonian. ) 

. 
Evening -- Entc1·tainment at the Kennedy Center. This could include 
performances of repre scntativc An1e ric an works -- music, ballet, theatre. 
It should include the best exponents of the Am.erican performing arts, and 
could be developed in consultation with Nancy Hanks, Chairman of the 
National Endowrnent for the Arts. 
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Commemorative Gift 

It would be appropriate to present each Head of State or Government 
attending the celebration with a Bicentennial gift to commemorate the 
occasion. Specific recommendations are being considered and will be 
presented for your approval. 

Foreign Policy Factors 

There have been a growing number of requests to call on you from 
foreign leaders planning to be in the U.S. for Bicentennial-related 
activitie·s. The original concept of the Bicentennial event was to minimize 
the burden on your schedule. However, in the past two months it has been 
necessary to schedule Irish Prime Minister Cosgrave and King Hussein 
of Jordan in March, the King of Sweden in April, President Giscard 
d'Estaing in May, the King of Spain in June,, and Queen Elizabeth in July, 
the latter three for full State Visits. It will also be necessary to recommend 
that you see other Official and State visitors this year, in addition to the 
proposed July event. Further, we can anticipate requests for appointments 
from foreign leaders who will be here for the UN General Assembly in 
the fall, whether or not they arc received at the White House in July. 
It is also possible that foreign leaders attending the Montreal Olympics 
in mid-July will seek appointments with you. 

Our preliminary planning thus far has identified several possibly negative 
foreign policy factors which should be considered: 

There are risks involved in assembling leaders of widely 
differing political colorations in the charged atmosphere now prevailing 
on the international scene: Prime Minister Vorster of South Africa; 
President Amin of Uganda; and President Pinochet of Chile, are examples 
of those whose presence could result in incidents, including demonstrations, 
that even the most meticulous protocol and security arrangements may 
not be able to prevent; 

There may be some controversy over. invitations to those 
leaders whose policies are deemed incompatible with democratic values 
and thus with the very spirit of the Bicentennial; 

The PRC dilemma: if invited, the PRC 
to attend together with the Republic of China; if not, 
slighted and US-PRC relations could be affected; 

Ge~~'fi'i-D.F;,]yTI A.I.,..(G DS) --··- --~------ --------··-

will certainly refuse 
it may well feel 
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If we attempt to avoid the problems above by selective 
invitations, we may create resentment among friends or regional 
colleagues of those leaders v.·ho are not invited. 

Security 

Serious consideration must be given to the possibility of international 
terrorist activity for which this event could present a tempting target, 
The recent attack made on the OPEC meeting in Vienna is a reminder 
to us of the extent to which dedicated terrorists will go to advance their 
cause. 

A gathering of world leaders will certainly attract large nun~bers of 
dissident groups to Washington. These groups have diverse reasons for 
targets they consider oppressive and are inherently opposed to one another. 
Large areas of the city may have to be sealed off and the security of 
various Embassies will need to be significantly increased, Extensive 
military assistance would be required to ·supplement the combined security 
resqurces of the U.S. Secret Service, the Metropolitan Police Department, 
and the U.S. Park Police. This massive security effort would be visible 
to all. (It is estimated that over 2. 5 million visitors will be in the 

. Washington, D. C. area for the July period,) 

In addition, given the security protection extended to political candidates, 
and the special needs of the July Democratic National Convention, security 
personnel would already be extended to the maximum. 

Domestic Considerations 

There will be considerable expense involved, with preliminary estimates 
as high as $6 million, including additional security, cmnmunications, 
transportation, etc. (The Congress has allocated only $9 million to the 
Bicentennial Administration for the total Bicentennial effort.) However, 
if the preliminary estimates are accurate, it will be very difficult to 
reprogram these amounts without affecting our performance elsewhere. 
This will be particularly true for the Secret Service and the State 
Department. 

The Bicentennial ':Aclministr·ation reports that the American people are very 
inuch involved in Bicentennial planning and would be keenly interested in 
having foreign leaders visit their communities if they were in the United 
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States for a Bicentennial event. If the government were to sponsor such 
travel, additional costs would be incurred as well as additional security
coverage. Furthermore, one unfortunate incident could seriously- damage 
the enthusias1n for Bicentennial activities that has been engendered nation .. 
wide. 

On the other hand, foreign governments have contributed substantially- to 
our Bicentennial (roughly- $20 million in gifts), plus considerable non
governmental funds. 

In light of the foregoing concerns which have come to light, the idea of a 
Bicentel.}nial event for Heads of State or Gove rnrnent merits reconsideration. 
On balance, I am inclined to think that the problems involved outweigh 
the considerable merits of the event. As an alternative to the program 
outlined above, you might wish to consider hosting a similar but smaller 
event in July for the Ambassadors in Washington and their wives. It could 
indude the Congress, the Supreme Court, the Cabinet and other appropriate 
guests. This could involve: 

a White House reception; 

a reception or dinner at the Kennedy Center, followed by 
appropriate entertainment to commemorate the Bicentennial; 

a reception or dinner at the Smithsonian Institution; 

a commemorative gift. 

This memorandum has been coordinated with the Departments of State 
and Interior, ARBA, Secret Service, the White House Bicentennial Office, 
OMB, the Military Aide's Office, the Social Office, and reflects their 
concerns over the original concept. 

We would appreciate an indication of your preferences: 

1. Proceed with arrangements for Heads of State or Governn~ent program. 
{None of your advisers or the agencies concerned recomn~end this 
option.) 

Approve ------ Disapprove _____ _ 

-eoNr.'lDEN lllth (GDS) 
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If approved: 

Preferences: 

Dinner at the White House ------
Elsewhere ------
Joint Session of Con~ress for Heads of State or Government 

Yes No Other ------ ------ ------
Luncheon for Heads of State or Government to be offered by: 

Congress------

Supreme Court ------
Other ____ _ 

Luncheon for wives: 

The First Lady-----

at the White House ------
at the Smithsonian ------

Elsewhere ------
Evening Entertainment for Heads of State or Government and 
spouses at the Kennedy Center. 

Yes No Other ------ ------ ------
2. Alternatively, proceed with program described for foreign Ambassadors 

and their \Vives in July. 

Approve* Disapprove ------

6etU~"l:EIEW'i'I1rL (GDS) 
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Preferences: 

/ 

Reception ------ / 

at the White House // _...;;..... ___ _ 
at the Smithsonian ------
at the Kennedy Center ------

Else·where ------
Dinner ------

at the Smithsonian ------
at the Kennedy Center------

at the White House (Pavillion to be used, if needed} ------
Commemorative Gift 

Yes/ _;:;_.. ___ _ No ------
3. Alternatively do not schedule a Bicentennial event for the foreign 

community. 

Approve ------ Disapprove ------



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 5, 19 7 6 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Bicentennial Event for Foreign 
Leaders 

For your information, the President reviewed Brent Scowcroft' s 
memorandum of February 12 on the above subject and made the 
following decisions: 

1. Proceed with arrangements for Heads of State or 
Government program. 

Disapproved 

2. Alternatively, proceed with program described for 
foreign Ambassadros and their wives in July. 

Approved 

Preferences: 
Reception --at the White House 
Dinner --at the White House (Pavillion to be used, 

ifneeded ? ) 

Commemorative Gift 
Yes ? 

The original memorandum has been returned to General Scowcroft 
for appropriate action. 

cc: Dick Cheney 
Jerry Jones 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL.. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0506 

NSC-436 

· C&O~TFIDJ:!Hffh42-L GDS March 8, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

~r. John 0. Marsh, Counsellor to the President 
Mr. John W. Warner, Administrator, ARBA 
Mr. Milt Mitler, Bicentennial Office, White House 
Mrs. Maria Downs, Social Secretary 
Captain Leland L, Kollrnorgen, Military Assistant 

to the President 
Ms. Susan Porter, White House 
Mr. Richard Hite, Chairman, Interagency Bicentennial 

Task Force, Department of the Interior 
Mr. Peter Fannon, OMB 
Mr. William R. Barton, Chief, Foreign Dignitary 

Protection Division, Secret Service 

Bicentennial Event for Foreign Leaders 

The President has approved hosting a reception at the White House 
on July 20 for Foreign Atnbas sadors and their wives in lieu of a 
Bicentennial event for Heads of State and Government. 

J~Davis 
Staff Secretary 
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