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I~RNATIC:I'IAI... 

SECURITY "'..F~ AI~S 

Mr. Earl P. Hopper, Sr. 
Executive Director 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINC~TON,O.C. 20301 

National leagu~ of Families of 
·Prisoners and Missing in 
Southeast Asia 

1608 K Street, NW 
Washington, D. C.· 20006 

Dear Earl: 

APR 1 

~ ~ a,f Lip 4 l'7.-.. 1.: 'J 
In reply refer to: 
1-3183/76 

This is in response to your letter of March 16, 1976 concerning your 
request for COIN ASSIST travel. 

In keeping with past DoD practices, the Services are authorized to 
provide space avai !able for all dependent wives, accompanying dependent 
children, and dependent parents of military personnel who are PW/MIA. 
This authorization extends to parents of married PW/MIA personnel whose 
wives elect not to attend the convention and to families of missing 
civi 1 ians. Excluded from the 2uthorization are family members of 
individuals formerly in a missing status who have been declared deceased, 
and those of returned prisoners of war. 

The Air Force will again act as the executive agent. Eligible PW/MIA 
family members should be advised to contact their respective service 
casualty officer regarding their travel plans as soon as possible, but 
no later than June 10, 1976. Families should also be advised that a 
maxi~um effort should be made to reduce the number of individuals who 
fa i 1 to shov1 for schedu 1 ed transportation. 

We will continue to provide whatever COIN ASSIST air travel support we 
can. The resultant stheduling information, following completion of 
Service arrangements based upon their receipt of eligible family travel 
intentions, will be forwarded to you for your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

12""~. SUt 
ROGER E. SHIELDS 

Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Digitized from Box 21 of The John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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INTE:I'INATICI'tAL. 
RCURITY ,t..F>'Al!'t!J 

Mr. Earl P. Hopper, Sr. 
Executive Director 

ASSISTANT SE\RET ARY OF DEFENSE 

WAS.HINC~iON,O.C. 20301 

National Leagu~ of Families of 
Prisoners and Missing in 
Southeast Asia 

1608 K Street, NW 
Washington, D. C.· 20006 

Dear Ear 1 : 

AfR 1 

i ~ 'tf r, p - '7c-" . i-4., ~~ ~J 

In reply refer to: 
1-3183/76 

This is in response to your letier of March 16, 1976 concerning your 
request for COIN ASSIST travel. 

In keeping with past DoD practices, the Services are authorized to 
provide space available for all dependent wives, accompanying dependent 
children, and dependent parents of military personnel who are PW/MIA. 
This authorization extends to parents of married PW/MIA personnel whose 
wives elect not to attend the convention and to families of missing 
civilians. Excluded from the ii!Uthorization are family members of 
individuals formerly in a missing status who have been declared deceased, 
and those of returned prisoners of war. 

The Air Force will again act as the executive agent. Eligible PW/MIA 
family members should be advised to contact their respective service 
casualty officer regarding their travel plans as soon as possible, but 
no later than June 10, 1976. Families should also be advised that a 
maximum effort should be made to reduce the number of individuals who 
fail to show for scheduled transportation. 

We will continue to provide whatever COIN ASS'IST air travel support we 
can. The resultant scheduling information, following completion of 
Service arrangements based upon their receipt of eligible. family trave1 
intentions, will be forwarded to you for your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

12"~<z .SUe_ 
ROGER E. SHIELDS 

Deputy Assistant Secretary 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 18, 1976 

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH 

FROM: RUSS ROURKEV 

Jack, in Alan Wood's absence from the country, I gave 
Robin West the green light on the MIA air support. This 
will be a DOD initiative, and the President will be left 
totally out of the picture. 

cc: TMarrs 
BGulley 
MMitler 

, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 4, 1976 

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH 

FROM: RUSS ROURK~ 

Jack, Bill Gulley advises that DOD did, in fact, roll over 
on these MIA air support requests for the past five years. 
This year, however, the Air Force General Counsel has taken a 
particularly strong position, and has refused to budge in the absence 
of a change in the regulations prohibiting such travel support. 

A Presidential directive would, indeed, cut across the entire 
dispute and authorize the requested aircraft. As I indicated, 
however, Gulley advises that the White House turns down approxi
mately ZS such requests a year. 

Bottom line .•• a political/humanitarian judgement will now 
have to be made as to whether or not the obvious upsides outweigh 
the equally obvious downsides. 

You might want to discuss this with Cheney et al. 

/ 
When you advise me of your final decision on the matter, I 
will get back with Alan Woods. / 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 23, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

MILT MITLER 

FROM: TED~ 

For your information, Hopper is pleased 
with this arrangement. 

Enclosure 
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Mr. Earl P. Hopper, Sr. 
Executive Director 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WA5HI!'II(,TON.D.C. 20301 

National League of Families of 
Prisoners and Missing in 
Southeast Asia 

1608 K Street, NW 
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Dear Earl: 

&.h~ 

APR 1 

C (! \f f1 hJ "L'. 7.~ 
' . - .. '~· 'J 

In reply refer to: 
1-3183/76 

This is in response to your letter of March 16, 1976 concerning your 
request for COIN ASSIST travel. 

In keeping with past DoD practices, the Services are authorized to 
provide space available for all dependent wives, accompanying dependent 
children, and dependent parents of military personnel who are PW/MIA. 
This authorization extends to parents of married PW/MIA personnel whose 
wives elect not to attend the convention and to families of missing 
civilians. Excluded from the Quthorization are family members of 
individuals formerly in a missing status who have been declared deceased, 
and those of returned prisoners of war. 

The Air Force will again act as the executive agent. Eligible PW/MIA 
family members should be advised to contact their respective service 
casualty officer regarding their travel plans as soon as possible, but 
no later than June 10, 1976. Families should also be advised that a 
maxi~um effort should be made to reduce the number of individuals who 
fail to show for scheduled transportation. 

We will continue to provide whatever COIN ASSIST air travel support we 
can. The resultant scheduling information, follmving completion of 
Service arrangements based uoon their receipt of eligible fa~ily travel 
intentions, will be forwarded to you for your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

12"'---~. S\JQ_ 
ROGER E. SHIELDS 

Deputy Assistant Secretary 



--------------------------------------------------------------

PRESIDENT'S REMARKS TO NATIONAL 

LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 

Ladies and gentlemen of the National League of Families, 

I welcome this chance to meet with you again. 

I met with some of you when I was a Congressman, here 

in Washington and at times in Grand Rapids. And I remember 

vividly my meeting with your Board of Directors just before 

I became President. That was one of my very last meetings as 

Vice President, and the memory of it has stayed with me during 

. my time in the White House. I also recall my visit to this 

Convention just a year ago, and the meeting I had a few days 

later in-the Cabinet Room with your Board of Directors. 

So I know of your pain. I share it. The American people 

share it. 
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You have borne your tragic burden with incredible courage. 

There is no one in this country who does not admire your bravery 

and the dignity and fortitude with which you have carried on your 

heartbreaking quest. 

Many Americans sacrificed for the sake of freedom during 

the Indochina conflict. Hundreds of thousands served in the field 

and in this country. Tens of thousands gave their lives. Other 

thousands bear the scars and disabilities of combat. Hundreds 

endured long years of confinement as prisoners of war, with a 

steadfastness and gallantry which has inspired us all. 

But the hundreds more who are missing or unaccounted for 

have also paid a cruel price. .Mest-oi..them~have''tufdoubtedly made 

the ulf;imatse saerHiee. ¥et !he compounded cruelty of this group 

is that you -- their loved ones -- must live with the special agony 

of uncertainty. 
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And so, in a very real sense you the families are casualties 

too. There is no way any of us can fully share your torment. But 

we can offer you our hearts and our unending dedication to your 

cause. 

You have been sustained by love -- love of your men; love 

of your country. I am proud of you, as I am proud of your men. 

Indeed we should all be proud of all who served and sacrificed for 

_____.., 

their country in a difficult conflict. LThis nation fought for a good 

and noble cause -- to prevent a people from being overrun by force 

of arms. In pursuing that cause, this nation has nothing to 

apologize for, nothing to be ashamed ~ 

But we owe you not just admiration, not just gratitude, but 

also dedication to pressing to the limit for a full accounting for 

. those who are still missing. Your country can never thank you 
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adequately for your sacrifice. But we can and we will persist 

in our efforts to learn the fate of our men. International law 

condemns exploiting prisoners of war or missing in action for 

political or economic objectives. In the Paris Agreement, the 

North Vietnamese agreed unconditionally to fulfill this obligation. 

A new provision on accounting for the missing in armed conflicts 

on which our government has been working in Geneva begins by 

declaring "The right of families to know the fate of their loved ones. 11 

All of us in your government are determined to fulfill that right 

to the fullest extent it is possible. 

The Vietnamese have spoken of agencies they have established 

to search for the missing. Earlier they said they had information 

on graves of our men who died when their planes went down. There 

can be no acceptable reason for withholding such information from 

us, and from you. 
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remains of three Americans. Two of them had been known to be 

dead but the return of the remains brought some comfort to all 

their families. 

The efforts of this Government will continue. On Thursday, 

Secretary Kissinger declared publicly that there will be no progress 

toward improved relations with Hanoi until we have a wholly 

satisfactory accounting for the missing in action. We will not 

yield to cynical attempts to use the anguish of American families 

to extort concessions. If the Vietnamese meet our concerns for 

the MIA and show restraint toward their neighbors, they will find 

this nation ready to reciprocate and to join in the effort to turn 

a new page in our relations. 

When that day comes, the Indochina War will be truly over. 
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I know, though, that for you the pain will never be finally 

over. 

Many of you are concerned about reclassification of status. 

I understand your feelings, and I want you to know there is no 

-? 

intention at this time to initiate status reviews. [ It is my ultimate 

responsibility to consider the views and circumstances of the 

families of all of our missing, and I want to remove any question 

in this regard. As you have suggested, and as recommended by 

John Rhodes and Sonny Montgomery, I have directed the Secretary 

of Defense not to initiate any status reviews except in cases where 

the primary next of kin request such a review, or where new I 

-
definitive evidence of status is obtained. This policy will continue 

until the Select Committee report has been issued.~...J 0 
I 

~I. J. 
You have also expressed concern about the declassification · 

of materials concerning our missing. In May, I asked the 
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Secretary of Defense to look into this matter. He has informed 

me that the military services have assigned additional personnel 

to this effort and that declassification of documents in this area 

is proceeding at an accelerated pace. 

Let me say, in conclusion, that as long as I am President, 

you will not be abandoned. Your loved ones will not be forgotten. 

I pledge to you without reservation that we will carry this effort 

through. This is a matter of conscience, of moral duty, for 

us all. The country is united on this principle. 

I thank you for the example you have set. I honor your 

courage, on behalf of all Americans. I pray for the day when 

your quest, and our quest, will be over. 

Thank you. 
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Many of you are concerned about status reclassifications. I am u 
aware of your feelings, and I want you to know that status reviews 

are not being initiated by the government. Further, in line with my 

continuing responsibility to consider the views and circumstances 

of the families of all of our missing and in order to remove any 
personally 

possible policy questionl' I have/KXJitirii:by directed the Secretary 

of Defense not to initiate any status re~ews except in cases where 

new definitive and unquestionable. evidence of status is obtained. 

Primary next of kin would continue to be permitted to initiate requests 

for status reviews. In addition, when the Select Committee has 

issued its report, I pledge to you that I will personally review and 

evaluate its content and recommendations. 
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.. -
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,:' ._,--, 
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. . . 
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:' -- ' 
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Cor:CERHU:G OW\ ~lSSW~~· '" ~.AY I ASY..ED THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE TO LOOK 
- •· :,.. ~ I 

·n:ro THE CURIWtT STAT¢ Or TlUS PATTER. HE HAS INFORMED ~tE THAT THS: l1lt.lTARY . . . 
SERVl~ HAVE AlLOCATED AODlTIO~IAL PERSOUNEL TO THIS EFFORT ANO THAT OECLAS"' 

. . 
SJFICATION OF OOCUl-!EUTS lN TtHS A:tEA IS PROCEEDINtl AT PJI ACCELERATED PACE. 

·· \:£ RECOQUZ! OUR OSLlGATIOU TO OUR liiSSit:G AND TO YOU THElR. FA!illfES. 

Tff~, PA"Ot BEfORE US IS HAAG AND ~~ FFl CW.T, CUT I \I ANT YOU TO ltNO\i THAT' YOU 

WILL t:OT BE ABANCO:~D'. I Ra&£\1 tl'l PLEOG£. TO YOU TC).CONTINUE- OUR EFFORTS 

·To ACHI£\'E THE MOST CO~PlETE ACCdUUTWG POSSIBLE FOR. OUR MISSING;. 
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HANOI COMMENTARY ON FORD'S MIA TALK 

"GERALD FORD'S UNSUCCESSFUL PSYCHOLOGICAL ATTACK 11 

(TEXT) On Sunday U.S. President Gerald Ford summoned the 
representatives of 800 families of Americans registered as 
Missing in Southeast Asia to the White House to hear his words 
of sympathy. 

While talking nineteen to the dozen, the U.S. President did not 
mention a word about the reason for the deaths or Missing in 
Action of hundreds of thousands of American youths in a region 
half a world away from the states. He also went to lengths making 
slanders against the people of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia with 
regard to the Missing in Action problem. By so doing, Gerald Ford 
probably wanted to incite the chauvinistic feelings among Americans 
to buy votes in the November Presidential elections. 

However, Ford's psychological blow has missed the target because 
he uttered ambiguities and failed to provide any cone rete evidence. 
At this White House meeting, Gerald Ford also missed his mark when 
he said that there is no normalization of relations between the 
United States and Vietnam so long as the Missing in Action problem 
has not been settled. 

Ford's blackmail is too obvious to take any~ody in. Everybody 
in the world knows that he is eating the U.S. promise to 
contribute to the healing of the wounds of war and reconstruction 
in Vietnam. The question is how the United States could break its 
solemn promise to contribute to healing the wounds of war and 
to the rebuilding of Vietnam, whiCh is the responsibility and 
obligation and a point of honor for America. 

It is certain that the compatroits of Mr. Gerald Ford, the 
Vietnamese people and the world public will not let him do what 
he likes. 

, 
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MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 8, 1976 

JACK MARSH 

iwsS ROURK11 
Jack, I have covered the waterfront again today on the MIA 
transportation issue. Alan Woods has agreed to rE)hder a 
final DOD judgement by Monday morning at the latea.t..-d"uite 
understandably I am leaning very hard on Alan and DOD. I 
have spoken today with the offices of Congressmen Sonny 
Mongtomery and Ben Gilman and with Earl Hopper. In the 
event a decision is not reached on this issue until Monday, I 
have briefed Milt Mitler in great detail on the entire matt,-x. 
I have also advised Milt where to contact me at Quantic9{ if 
necessary, on Monday. 

I am presently optimistic about our chances for p 
transportation request together. 
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all cx1ds ancl tr...e predictions of all the a·.~"'.C>l""i- , that 1 s just \·lhat the 

colonists had done. 

\~~1, we can turn the world right sice up; the v.urld of the family 

and the neighborhood ~~ the America we love. 

It rray take a struggle and some sacrifice, but isn't it \·.urth it? 

\\'e can do it for ourselves, for our childre.l1 and in repa~zrrent for all those 

who did the back-breaking jobs that built this nation. They v;orked their 

hearts out to give us a country where tf1..e right to be ·left alone,. to pursue 

happiness as \ve defined it, would be resp2cted by men and by the law. 

\~;e ask nothing of freedom but freedom itself .and that means the right 

to control our CMn destiny without undue interference by an arrogant 

officialdan. 

There are those who no longer have faith in our ability to do this. 

They still believe in govern.rrent for the people, but of and by thEmSelves;. 

t.i:J,;; t, given freedom of choice, \ve' 11 ch:::ose unwisely; that ours is a sick 

society, salvageable only by their annip:::>tence. 

\\"ell, let them explain hew a sick society prcrluced the men wno journeye:i 

out into space and set foot on the m::x:m; or those other men, the ones vle 

waite:i for a fe•v years ago, w'ho came back to us proud a.1d unbroken after 

enduring torture at the hands of savage captors for a longer pericrl than 

any men in our histo.ry. 

Have we forgotten how we waited in front of our 'IV sets through the 

long night hours for that first plane to larrl at Clark Field in the Philippines? 

1·ie t-.'ere filled with hope and fear; fear of \·lJ:I.at t;·;e might see; of \-mat the 

years of torture might have done to those we calleCl the P.O.W.s. 

Finally, the moment arrived. The plane \•laS on the ground and we 

waited-it seerred forever--for the door to open and the first man to appear. 

(r.:bre) 

# 
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Then, with se>.-;te difficulty--but on his ovm-Jeremiah Denton, now Rear 

Admiral Jererniah Denton, mde his way dc:Mn the ramp. He saluted. our country's 

flag, t:J:-kmked us for bringing them all rote and then asked C-o:l' s blessing 

on America. 

As the planes continued to bring our men rote, Nancy and I \'~ere to 

share an experience that 'l.vill live in our hearts forever. 1\e were permitted 

to officially welcone the rro:re than 250 who were Californians by having ·them 

as guests in our home. l\1Qt all together, but in groups, on four such 

occasions in all, until we had bE::en privileged to meet and kno•.-~ all of them. 

It was an unforgettable and inspiring experience.~ .. Qn one of those evenings, 

we watched tv.'O of our guests cane together in our living roan, apparently 

strangers until they heard each other's narnes. Then they threw their arms 

around each other. They \'lere the closest of friends, knew the m:::>st intimate 

details of each other's lives and families. Their friendship had been bull~ 

over the years of imprison'Tent by tapping cooed messages on the mud and 

bamboo w'all that separated their cells. They had never seen each other 

until they carre face-to-face there in our living roan. 

On those four occasions, \'le heard tales of indescribable torture told 

without any attempt at dramatics, with no rancor or bitterness and defi.riitely 

no attempt to beg s_yrrl]::)athy. One rnc=.ti1, for trying to escafJe, had been 

buried up to his neck and left for weeks, his focx1 thrown on the ground before 
• 

his face. 

1\'e heard of men tortured beyond the breaking point until lying on their 

cell floors, they wanted to die because they had eventually told their 

(More) 
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captors son-e of what they \vanted to kna.'l. But in the adjoining cells, 

other.s..who had the same e.x:p.;;rience at one tirre or another took turns hour 

after hour just tapping on the wall to let them kno~v they understcx:xl 

and to hang in there and not give up. 

\Vhen they were asked why, they knew they'd eventually break, v1hy 

they didn't give their captors the infor:rnation they wanted without und.er

goinq the torture,they seemed surprised. They said, '1 ~\fe ~o.;ere prisoners. 

The only 1.vay we had left to fight the enerny was to hold out as lonq as \v-e 

could. n .... 
One young man (a fighter pilot who looked as if he should be a che""..X 

leader, ma.ybe on a college campus) had shattered his arm and shoulder when 

he bailed out after his plane was hit by anti -aircraft fire. They •vanted 

him to talk to h.u of our anti-•var protesters who were guests in Hanoi. 

He refused. They stood him on a stool, tied his shattered arm to a hook 

in the wall and then kicked the stool fran l::>eneath his feet-not once, but 

time after time until he gave in. In the meeting that followed, knowing his 

words were being carefully rronitored, he said he trie:l in every w-ay he could 

to irJI.licate to these fello\v Americans they vieren' t hearing the truth, bu.t 

he said, "I spJke to ears that refused to hear". 

One night after our guests had gone and Nancy and I were alone, I 

asked, "where did we find them, where did we find such rren_?" 'l'he ansv.e.li 

came to me almost as quickly as I'd asked the question. \•le found them 

where we've always found them when such men are needed--on l>lain Street, on 

our farms, in shops and stores, in offices, oil stations and factories. 

They are simply the proouct of the freest scx:iety rnan has ever known. 

(f.bre) 

... 
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In the darks cbys follov1ing \'.brld lvar II, \•ihen vie alone, with our 

indUS'trial p:_-:1;..;er and military might, stcx:Xl eeb·ieen the \·.arld and a return ... -· 
to the dark ages, Pope Pius the XII said, "The l\merican people have a 

genius for great and unselfish dee:J.s. Into the hands of Arnerica Gad. has 

placed the destiny of an afflicted rrank.i..r>.d." 

God Bless America. 

# # # # # # 
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Annual Meeti~, National League of Fami~s, Washington 
Hilton Hotel,~ho..!J;_.r.ema~ Banquet 
expressing continued interest of administration 
in Missing In Action matters. 

Saturday, July 24, 1976 at approximately 8:30 pm. 

To reassure members of the National League of. 
Families that the administration continues to 
have concern about those who are designated as 
Missing In Action from the Southeast Asian conflict; 
to emphasize the importance the President attaches 
to this problem; and to reiterate the pledge that 
the administration will continue efforts toward 
obtaining as full an accounting as possible for all 
our missing men. 

- location: Presidential Ballroom, Statler-Hilton 
Hotel, Washington, D.C. 

- participants: Members of the National League of 
Families and their guests - approximately 
550 

- expected length: 10-15 minutes. 

None 

To be supplied by NSC 

Full Press 

John 0. ~Iarsh, Jr. 
Milton E. Mitler 

John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Milton E. Mitler 
Kenneth Quinn 

None 
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BACKGROUND: 
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Last summer, the Presisent dropped-by the hotel 
where the National League was meeting and had a 
short, somewhat impromptu session with many 
of their members. On July 22, 1976, the President 
met with League leaders in the Cabinet Room. 

This organization, which is composed primarily of 
wives and parents of those military men who have 
been designated as Missing In Action in the Southeast 
Asia conflict, has indicated satisfaction with 
the response they have been receiving from this 
administration in context with their concerns. 

A willingness to open dialogue with North Vietnam, 
cooperation with the Congressional Select Committee 
headed by Congressman G.V. Montgomery (D-MS), and 
recent references to the problem in speeches have 
favorably impressed most of the members. 

There are some members of the organization who are 
pressing for an Executive Order instructing the 
Department of Defense to halt changing the status 
of some of the men from missing to dead. They have 
also requested the release of all information in 
the dossiers of these men. 

The Department of Defense, at this point, has slowed 
dow~ its status change program and does not believe 
an Executive Order is needed. They are also making 
available as much information as is possible, trying 
to satisfy the requests which they are receiving. 

The obvious emotional factors involved with this, 
the length of time which has now passed since the 
designations were established, and the difficulty 
which exists in securing sufficient information from 
North Vietnam, all indicate the importance of the 
President addressing the League. 

During this annual meeting, the League will meet with 
the Congressional Select Committee and will receive 
briefings from State and Defense. 



Page 3 

An alternative to the annual banquet on Saturday~ 
July 24th, would be their general meeting on 
Friday, July 23rd from 1:30-2:30 p.m. The League, 
however, would much prefer the Saturday night 
participation. 

APPROVE ---------------------
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Presidential Meeting with National League of Families 

Last Meeting: 

Purpose: 

Background: 

You last met with the representatives of the National 

League when you dropped in on thier 1975 annual convention 

in Washington last summer. 

To emphasize the importance which you continue to 

attach to this problem and to reiterate your pledge that we 
as 

:will continue efforts to obtain lull accounting as possible 

for all our missing men. 

The National League of Families' members are 

extremely pleased with the attention you have given 

this issue and your efforts to resolve it. Your willingness 

to open a dialogue with North Vietnam, cooperation 

with the Montgomery Committee. and recent references 

to the problem in speeches have all favorably impressed 

the League. Nevertheless, some of the members and 

the League leadership are pressing for an Executive Order 

instructing the Defense Department to halt changing 

the status of some of them from missing to dead 

and for release of all information in the dossiers 

of these men. Defense has slowed down its status 

changes and does not believe an Executive Order is 

needed. It is aleo moving to make available as much 
is 

information as/possible. 

, 



_ W. Hendriks 

_Staff to: 

_ H. Donaldson 

_ M.Widner 

_ M. Rawlins 

_ N.Gemmell 
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Return to:--------------------

Action: --------------------~~ 
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Annual Meeting, National League of Families, Washington 
Hilton Hotel, to give short remarks at Banquet 
expressing continued interest of administration 
in Missing In Action matters. 

Saturday, July 24, 1976 at approximately 8:30 pm. 

To reassure members of the National League of 
Families that the administration continues to 
have concern about those who are designated as 
Missing In Action from the Southeast Asian conflict; 
to emphasize the importance the President attaches 
to this problem; and to reiterate the pledge that 
the administration will continue efforts toward 
obtaining as full an accounting as possible for all 
our missing men. 

- location: Presidential Ballroom, Statler-Hilton 
Hotel, Washington, D.C. 

- participants: Members of the National League of 
Families and their guests - approximately 
550 

- expected length: 10-15 minutes. 

None 

To be supplied by NSC 

Full Press 

John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Milton E. Mitler 

John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Milton E •. Mitler 

None 



PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

BACKGROUND: 

Page 2 

Last summer, the Presisent dropped-by the hotel 
where the National League was meeting and had a 
short, somewhat impromptu session w~th many 
of their members. On July 22, 1976; .the President 
met with League leaders in the Cabinet Room. 

This organization, which is composed primarily of 
wives and parents of those military men who have 
been designated as Missing In Action in the Southeast 
Asia conflict, has indicated satisfaction with 
the response they have been receiving from this 
administration in context with their concerns. 

A willingness to open dialogue with North Vietnam, 
cooperation with the Congressional Select Committee 
headed by Congressman G.V. Montgomery (D-MS), and 
recent references to the problem in speeches have 
favorably impressed most of the members. 

There are some members of the organization who are 
pressing for an Executive Order instructing the 
Department of Defense to halt changing the status 
of some of the men from missing to dead. They have 
also requested the release of all information in 
the dossiers of these men. 

The Department of Defense, at this point, has slowed 
down its status change program and does not believe 
an Executive Order is needed. They are also making 
available as much information as is possible, trying 
to satisfy the requests which they are receiving. 

The obvious emotional factors involved with this, 
the length of time which has now passed since the 
designations were established, and the difficulty 
which exists in securing sufficient information from 
North Vietnam, all indicate the importance of the 
President addressing the League. 

During this annual meeting, the League will meet with 
the Congressional Select Committee and will receive 
briefings from State and Defense. 
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An alternative to the annual banquet on Saturday, 
July 24th, would be their general meeting on 
Friday, July 23rd from 1:30-2:30 p.m. The League, 
however, would much prefer the Saturday night 
participation. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE -------------------- --------------------
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Presidential Meeting with National League of Families 

Last Meeting: 

Purpose: 

Background: 

You latt met with the representatives of the National 

League when you dropped in on th~er 1975 annual convention 

in Washington latt summer. 

To emphasize the importance which you continue to 

attach to this problem and to reiterate your pledge that we 
as 

will continue efforts to obtain lull accounting as possible 

for all our missing men. 

The National League of Families' members are 

extremely pleased with the attention you have given 

this issue and your efforts to resolve it. Your willingness 

to open a dialogue with North Vietnam, cooperation 

with the Montgomery Committee, and recent references 

to the problem in speeches have all favorably impressed 

the League. Nevertheless, some of the members and 

the League leadership are pressing for an Executive Order 

instructing the Defense Department to halt changing 

the status of some of them from missing to dead 

and for release of all information in the dossiers 

of these men. Defense has slowed down its status 

changes and does not believe an Executive Order is 

needed. It is aleo moving to make available as much 
is 

information as/possible. 
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IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE HERE THIS EVENING TO JOIN WITH 

FRIENDS OLD AND NEW TO TALK ABOUT OUR BRAVE MEN WHO REMAIN 

UNACCOUNTED FOR I~ SoUTHEAST AsiA. 1 MET WiTH SOME OF YO~ 
WHEN I WAS A CoNGRESSMAN ~ROM MicHI~AN; HERE iN WASHINGTON 

. ' . . 
AS WELL AS IN GRAND RAPIDS. FROM THOSE EARLY CONTACTS YOU 

KNOW MY INTEREST IN OUR MISSING MEN IS OF LONG STANDING. 

AND I REMEMBER MY MEETING WtTH YOUR BoARD OF DIRECTORs 

• JUST BEFORE I BECAME PRES.I DENT.· THIs WAS ONE OF MY VERY LAST 

MEETINGS AS Vi~E PRESIDENT; AND THE MEMORY 0~ Ij HAS STAYED 

WITH ME DURING MY TI.ME iN·rHE WHITE House. I ALSO RECALL 

MY VISIT TO THIS CONVENTION JUST A YEAR AGOJ. AND THE ~1EETING 
. . . .. . . . . 

1 HAD A FEW DAYS LATER IN THE CABINET RooM WITH YOUR BOARD 

0~ DiRECTO~S~ T~OSE ~EETIN~i WERE HE~P~U~ TO ME ~N KEEPIN~ 
UP TO DATE ON YOUR CONCERNS., AND THEY CONFIRNED MY RESOLVE 

TO CONTINUE OUR BEST EFFORTS TO OBTAIN THE FULLEST POSSIBLE 

ACCOUNTING FOR OUR MEN, 
. . . 

MANY AMERICANS SACRIFICED MUCH FOR THE SAKE OF FREEDOM 

DURING THE INDOCHINA CONFLICT, HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS SERVED 

OUR COUNTRY IN THE FIELD AND AT HOME. THOUSANDS.GAVE THEIR 

LIVES OR BEA~ THE SCARS OF INJURIES, HUNDREDS ENDURED LONG 

YEARS OF CONFINE~1ENT AS PRISONERS OF ¥1AR)WITH A STEADFASTNESS 

AND GALLANTRY WHICH HAS INSPIRED US ALL, 

'. I 

i 

t 

;;.; tWJ_.,,.,. 
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AND THERE ARE THE HUNDREDS MORE WHO HAVE BEEN LISTED 

AS MISSING OR UNACCOUNTED FOR, IN ~ SENiE THEIR FATE ~S THE 

CRUELEST OF ALL, . I AM SURE THAT 1 F THOSE NEN KNEW THE FRUS

TRATION AND SUFFERING THAT THE LACK OF INFOR~~TION ABOUT 

THEM HAS CAUSED~ THEY WOULD HAYE PREFERRED THAT THEIR FA:[E 
\~····· 

F . 

BE OTHER\1 I SE, FoR THE SUFFERING IS NOT THEIRS SO MUCH AS .... .......--
YOURS -- THEIR LOVED ONES WHO HAVE VMITED THROUGH THE YEARS 

FOR THE WORD THAT \'/OULD ANSWER THE QUESTIONS -- WHAT HAS 

HAPPENED TO HIM., WHERE. IS HE NOW? 

. . . . . . . 

A NEW PROVISION ON ACCOUNTING FOR THE f>llSSING IN ARMED 

CONFLICTS ON WHICH OUR GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN WORKING IN GENEVA 

BEGINS BY STATING 11 THE R.IGHI OF FAF-HLIES TO KNOW THE FATE OF 

THEI.R LOVED ONES.~~ I KNOW THAT ALL OF YOU HERE TODAY CAN 

ATTEST FROM YOUR HEARTS AS TO THE H1PORTANCE OF THAT RIGHT. 
. . . . . 

AND ALL OF US IN YOUR. GOVERNMENT ARE DETERMINED TO FULFILL 

IT TO THE FULLEST POSSIBLE EXTENT, 

AT THE SAME TIME., WE RECOGNIZE THAT INFORMATION ON EVERY 
• • #. 

MISSING MAN MAY NEVER BE AVAILABLE, SOME WERE LOST OVER 

\'lATER., OR IN FORESTS AND MOUNTAINS ~lHERE SEARCH IS PRACTICALLY 
. . ... 

IMPOSSIBLE • VIE KNOW OF CASES ~/HERE AIRCRAFT HAVE BEEN LOST 
. . 

WITH NO TRACEJ WITH WRECKAGE SOMETIMES FOUND MANY YEARS LATER. 

AND WE UNDERST~ND SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES A~io ~XIST IN SoUTHEAST 

AsiA. 

i 
. l 

' i 

' 

. \ 
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. . . . . . . 
Bur THE FACT THAT THE SEARCH MAY BE DIFFICULT IS NOT A 

REASON NOT TO TRY·: WE HAVE OFFERED TO CARRY OUT THE SEARCHES 
. .. . ~ . 

OURSELF., OR TO ENLIST ANOTHER GOVERNMENT, OR THE RED CROSS., 

FOR THIS PURPOSE, ANY OF THESE POSS IB 1 LI TIES t'IOULD HELP 

ACCOUNT FOR OUR MEN, 

. .,. . . 
THE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES HAVE SPOKEN OF AGENCIES THEY 

. . . . . .. . . 
HAVE ESTABLISHED TO SEARCH FOR THE MISSING, EARLIER THEY 

. . . . . .. 
SAID THEY HAVE INFORMATION ON GRAVES OF OUR MEN WHO DIED 

. . 

\YHEN THEIR PLANES \~ENT DOWN, THERE CAN BE NO VALl D REASON 

To· KEEP SUCH INFORMATION FROM THE FAl-1ILIES IN THE t--HSTAKEN 
. . . . . . . . . .. 

BELIEF THAT IT CAN BE USED FOR BARGAINING PURPOSES, 

• * • • • • • • .. 

WE RECALL HOW THE AUTHORITIES OF NoRTH VIETNAt-1 SOUGHT 

TO EXPLOIT OUR PRISONERS OF WAR IN PURSUIT OF NEGOTIATING 

ADVANTAGE. NE RESISTED THAT AND TOOK STEPS TO INSURE THAT 

THE RELEASE OF OUR MEN WOULD TAKE PLACE \~I THOUT DELAY AS 
. . 

PART OF THE INDOCHINA SETTLENENT. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
ATTEMPTS TO USE A HUMANITARIAN SUBJECT LIKE PRISONERS 

OF WAR AND THE MISSING IN ACTION TO GAIN POLITICAL OBJECTIVES 

FLY IN THE FACE OF BASIC CONCEPTS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANI

TAR£ AN LAW: THE GENEVA CONVEf~TI ONS OF 1949·,· WHICH VI ETNAt1 
. . 

HAS SIGNED1 SHOULD BE IMPLEMENTED WITHOUT R~SORT TO SARGAININ~ 

OR UNRELATED RECIPROCITY. I FIND IT SERIOUSLY DISTURBING 
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THAT THE NEW AUTHORiTIES IN INDOCHINA SHOULD TRY TO USE 
.. 

THIS HUMANITARIAN SUBJECT TO PRESS FOR POLITICAL OR 

ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE, 

1 HAVE SAID BEFORE THAT WE ARE PREPARED TO RESPOND 

TO GESTURES OF GOOD WILL IN THE ACCOUNTING FOR THE MJSSING 
. . . .. 

AND THE RETURN OF THE REMAINS OF THE DEAD. SAD TO REPORT, 

DESPITE THE LARGE NUMBERS OF MEN \~HO REfvlAIN UNACCOUNTED FOR 

IN ItmOCHI.NA~· VIRTUALLY r~o INFORMATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED SINCE 
' . . . . . . . ... ' . . 

I MADE THAT STATEMENT~ AND THE SMALL NUMBER OF RE/>1AINS THAT 

HAVE BEEN RETURNED WERE OF MEN ON WHOM INFORMATION HAD 

EARLIER BEEN MADE AVAILABLE, · 

I \qANT ro PAY TRI.BUTE ro THE WORK oF THE HousE 

SELECT Cof'iMI TTEE o.N f1rss I.NG PERSONs I.N SouTHEAST AsIA,· AND 

TO ITS DI STI.NGUI.SHED CHAI Rf·1AN.- G. v ,· ~'SONNY~' ~10NTGOMERY" MY 

COLLEAGUE AND CLOSE FRIEND DURING MANY YEARS IN THE HoUSE 
. . .. . . 

OF REPRESENTATIVES, CoNGRESSMAN MoNTGOMERY WAS INSTRUMENTAL 

IN ESTABLISHING THIS COMMITTEE·; AND UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP IT .. 

HAS DONE MUCH TO ENCOURAGE PROGRESS TOWARDS RESOLUTION OF 

THIS HUMANITARIAN PROBLEM. 

THIS COMMITTEE TOOK THE INITIATIVE TO OPEN CONTACT WITH 

THE AUTHOR·r r1 es oF- NoRTH v1 ETNAM.,· AT A ri.ME wHEt{ ouR owN EFFORTs 
. . 

TO OBTAIN AN ACCOUNTING WERE LARGELY FRUStRATED. MEMBERS OF 

THE CoM~H.TTEE MET WITH NoRTH vi'E.TNAr1ESE OFFI·C·I·ALS IN PARIS 
I 
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AND HANOI, AND WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE U.N. HIGH COMMISSIONER 

FOR REFUGEES, ARRANGED FOR THE RETURN OF THE REMAINS OF THREE 

AHERICANS FROM NORTH VIETNAt1. ALTHOUGH TNO OF THOSE THREE. 

HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN DECLARED DEAD 1 THE RETURN OF THE RE~1AINS 
~ . 

BROUGHT COMFORT TO ALL THEIR FAMILIES. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE HAS CONTINUED ITS EFFORTS TO PRESS 

THE COMMUNIST AUTHORITIES ON ACCOUNTING FOR THE MISSING1 

AND ON THE DEPARTURE OF Ar·1ERICANS STILL STRANDED IN SOUTH 

VIETNAM. SONNY MoNTGO~'ERY AND HIS COLLEAGUES HAVE KEPT ME 

INFORHEO ABOUT THEIR EFFORTS, AND I WANT TO TAKE THIS MOHENT 

TO THANK THEM FOR THE SKILL AND DEDICATION THEY HAVE BROUGHT 

TO BEAR ON THIS DIFFICULT PROBLE~1, 

OuR ONN EFFORTS ARE CONTINUING. WE HAVE SENT f·1ESSAGES TO 

THE VtETNAf1ESE INDICATING OUR WILLINGNESS ro· DISCUSS OUTSTANDING. 

ISSUES. IN THIS ONGOING EXCHANGE WE HAVE MADE CLEAR THAT OUR 

PRINARY CONCERN IS OBTAINING AN ACCOUNTING FOR OUR HISSING

IN-ACTION AND THE RETURN OF OUR SERVICEMEN WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES 

FOR OUR COUNTRY. \4E ARE WILLING TO TALK \AHTH THE VIETNAHESE 1 ~ 

BUT .WITHOUT A SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION OF THE MIA ISSUE1 NO 

FURTHER PROGRESS IN COR RELATIONS IS POSSIBLE. THERE ARE OTHER. 

PROBLEf1S AS \'/ELL, BUT SURELY PROGRESS ON THlS HUf4ANITARIAN 

SUBJECT IS THE ESSENTIAL FIRST STEP • 

• 

' i 
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MANY OF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT STATUS RECLASSIFICATIONS, 

I Af1 AVL~RE OF YO.UR FEELINGS J. AND I \~ANT YOU TO KNO\~ THERE .Is 

NO CURRENT INTENTION TO INITIATE STATUS REVIEWS, As SUGGESTED 
• • • • • 0 .. • • 

BY YOUR LEADERSHIP, AND BY NY VALUED CONGRESSIONAL COLLEAGUES 

RePs·,· JoHN RHoDEs AND SoNNY f1oNTGOMERY, NE wr LL WAIT BEFORE 

CONSIDERING THIS QUESTION UNTIL THE FINAL REPORT OF THE 
.. • • • • • •• .. .. • • • 0 • • • ••• • • 

SELEtT COMMITTEE HAS BEEN PUBLISHE 

:nui P:eeeP\Pb~st·t~~"! P't:lfi\f'ese ~F Tl·,, &:x&QWl'l\li OR~i~ .uU:t~E 
oF xou IIA'~~~~~~sFEn·.· IT. PRovr.i:>Es Anor.ri.oNAL TIME FOR 

. . . . . 
REFLECTION AND CONSIDERATION OF THE DIFFICULT QUESTIONS 

INVOLVED. ~ 

. . . 
·-· AT THE SAME TIME YOU HAVE MY ASSURANCE WE WILL CONTINUE 

. . . 
TO . USE ALL AVAILABLE MEANS· TO PRESS FORWARD ON THIS SUBJECT • 

FOR \'IE RECOGNIZE OUR OBLIGATION to OUR MEN~ AND TO THEIR FAMILIES 

vlHO CONTINUE TO \'IAIT, THEIR COURAGE IS MATCHED BY YOURS., AND NE 

HONOR YOU FOR IT. 

IN A S~NSE THOSE WHO REMAIN UNACCOUNTED FOR ARE THE TRUE 

0NKOHN SOLDIERS OF THIS CONFLICT, SINCE T EY ARE THE ONES WHOSE :\ 

REMAINS HAVE NOT FOUND A SAFE RESTING PLACE IN OUR HOMELAND. 
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VIE NILL REMAIN TRUE TO THEIR MEMORY BY CONTINUING 

OUR EFFORTS TO SEEK INFORMATION ABOUT THEM UNTIL WE ARE 

SATISFIED THAT THE FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING HAS BEEN 

ACHIEVED, 




