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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

·'UN 2 3 1976 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
.. 

WASHINGTON 

June 23, 1976 

PETER SORUM 

DAVE GERGEN 

Medal of Freedom for 
Richard Rogers 

Richard Rogers is not currently under consideration 
for a Medal of Freedom, but we have an informal com
mittee now set up to consider Medal of Freedom 
recipients and we would be happy to take a look at 
him. My initial reaction is favorable, but I would 
want to know more about it. 

Suggest that if you can get further information you 
feed it to me, and· then working with Jack Marsh and 
others we can prepare something for the President. 

~cc: Jack Marsh 

...,,-, 

Digitized from Box 21 of The John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



MEMORANDL\1 

THE WHITE HOUSE .. 
WASH!:>;(;TQN 

June 21, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 
.~-;" 

DAVID GERGEN . ,.f' .. 

PETER SORUM f).~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: Medal of Freedom for Richard Rogers 

I have been contacted by Gary Smith of Smi th-He.mien 
Productions with whom I coordinated the President 
and Susan's participation in the Barbara Streisand 
television special in February, 1975o This is concerning 
a new television special which he is developingo 
"America Salutes Richard Rogers".is scheduled to be a 
two hour CBS television special to be broadcast in 
November following the election. Gary has two questions 
in connection with this show: · 

1. Is Richard Rogers under consideration 
for the Medal of Freedom, if so, 

2 o Would the President consider pres.enting 
the Medal of Freedom to Mro Rogers in a 
ceremony in the White House to be taped 
for inclusion in the program as the 
finaleo 

It should be noted that since Mr. Rogers has lost his 
larynx, that a spokesman would also be present. They 
are considering Irving Berlin but are flexible. 

Please advise me as to how I should proceed in responding 
to Mr. Smith's inquiry. 

Thank you. 

PS/cbr 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July7,1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

Last week the President sent out so e names that indicated his 
selections on the Medal of Freedom. et 1s follow-up on that 
and see where it is and see how he nts to handle it. 

Many thanks. 
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MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 29, 1976 

JACK MARSH 

~US~ROU~E~ 

Jack, I had an extensive conversation with Judy Muhlberg 
concerning the Medal of Freedom. situation.. As a result 
of our discussion, Judy and Dave Gergen will now prepare 
an option paper, ~U:h,y hopefully, will get this thing off 
dead center. The two basic options are: 

1) A single large event at which all ten awardees 
will be honored at a White House dinner, or 

2) Individual presentations (Mrs. Ford, for example, 
might want to include such an award ceremony 
in a White House program for Martha Graham. 
Secondly, Jesse Owens could be presented with 
the award when he visits the White House with the 
Olympic track team.) 

Although I want to withhold any final recommendation until we 
see the Gergen/Muhlberg memo, I am inclined to favor a single 
large event. To attempt to do ten individual events simply 
creates massive practical problems that we don't need at this 
particular time o1 year. 

We should discuss further when option memo arrives. 



./· 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 30, 1976 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JACK MARSH 

- JIM CONNO~~ ~ 

tre'd"a'rof"Ffe e<iom''J 

The President reviewed your memorandum of June 24 on the 
above subject and approved the following individuals as recipients 
of the Medal of Freedom. 

Alexander C~lder 
Georgia O'~eefe 
Norman Rockwell 
Jesse Owens 
Lowell Thomas 
General Omar Nelson Bradley 
Irving Berl~n / 

M~,~tra Graham j 
Wi,-ctnd Ariel Durant 

Please follow-up with appropriate action. 

cc: Dick Cheney 

JUL 1 1971 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 24', 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ; THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 
.. 

SUB.TECT: 

You will recall that in our previous discuss1ons you 
asked that the staff come forwa~d with recommendations 
for possible recipients of the Medal of Freedom. 

I have met with a number of leading members of the 
staff {e. g., Bob Hartmann, Phil Buchen, etc.) and 
together we have come up with the names on the 
attached list. 

Our original thought was that it might be appropriate 
for you to present 13 medals on the 5th of July -- a 
way that". you could have your own unique celebration of 
the Bicentennial and could carry forward the original 
intention that this medal be presented around July 4 
each year. It is probably too late to arrange such a 
ceremony now, but if you could look through the list 
of possible recipients and indicate your personal 
choices, we could then begin to think. about a ceremony 
at another time that would be fittini~ In the meantime, 
we will also be loo:Jng for other c;rdidates. 

Attachment 

'·· 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Julyl9, 1976 

JACK MARSH 

~YMuHLBERG 
Medal of Fr~edom 

Listed below are the birthdates of the individuals approved by the 
President for the Medal of Freedom. 

Alexander Calder July 22, 1898 

Georgia O'Keefe November 15, 1887 

Norman Rockwell February 3, 1894 

Jesse Owens September 12, 1913 

Lowell Thomas April 6, 1892 

General Omar Nelson Bradley February 12, 1893 

Irving Berlin May 11, 1888 

Martha Graham May 11, 1894 

Will Durant November 5, 1885 

Ariel Durant May 10, 1898 

JUL 2 4 1976 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 30, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 
JERRY JONES 
DICK CHENEY 
BILL NICHOLSON 

FROM: DAVEGERGE~ 

SUBJECT: U. S. Olympic Team Event 

I strongly favor presenting Jesse Owens the Medal of 
Freedom in conjunction with the event planned on 
Thursday, August 5th with the U. S. Olympic Team. 

}l) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

WASHINGTON 

July 29, 1976 

JACK MARSH 
BILL NICHOLSON 
FOSTER CHANOCK 
JERRY JONES 

DAVE GERGEN 

I hope we can turn this night into a Martha Graham Night 
with a performance by her dance troupe. (See attached). 

cc: Maria Downs 
Susan Porter 

Attachment 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 29, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DAVE GERGEN 

FROM: JUDY MUHLBERG 

Susan Porter indicated that the Martha Graham Medal of 
Freedom presentation will probably take place in early 
September (post-convention and Vail vacation). Mrs. Ford 
is considering two options for the presentation: 

1) a luncheon on a small scale 
2) a dinner on a larger scale (approximately 80 people) 

with a performance of some of Martha Graham's 
more popular routines done by members of her troupe• 
This would probably be more like a 11 Martha Graham 
night". 

The presentation of the Medal would replace the traditional 
toast at the beginning of the dinner. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 29, 1976 

l>iEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES CANNON 

FROM: WILLIAM W. NICHOLSON UJ W J 

SUBJECT: Approved Presidential Ac~ivity 

Please take the necessary steps to implement the following 
and confirm with Mrs. Nell Yates, ext. 2699. The appropri
ate briefing paper should be submitted to Dr. David Hoopes 
by 4:00 p.m. or the preceding day. 

Meeting: Greet Olympic Delegation 

Date: Thurs., Aug. 5, '76 Time: 3:00p.m. Duration: 30 mins. 

Location: The East Room 

Press Coverage: NOTE: NO prior announcement of the Medal Presentation 
should be made. , 

Purpose: ~o extend greetings and present the Medal of 
F~eedom to Jesse Owens. 

cc: Mr. Cheney 

~ Hartmann 
r. Marsh 

Dr. Connor 
Dr. Hoopes 
Mr. Nessen 
Mr. Jones 
Mr. Smith 
Mr. O'Donnell 
Mrs. Yates 
Col. Riley 
Mrs. Gemmell 
Mr. Farrell 
Mr. Scouten 
Gen. Scowcroft 
Mr. Armentrout 

Mr. Orben 
Ms. Massengale 
14r. Gulley 

I 
t 





AUG C 1976 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 5, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN 

With Judy Muhlberg doing most of the staff work, we have 
developed two options for the presentation of the Medal of 
Freedom to the 9 individuals chosen by the President. 

OPTION I: SINGLE CEREMONY 

The President and Mrs. Ford would invite recipients for the 
Medal of Freedom to an event designed to honor the recipients 1 

accomplishments. 

White-tie dinner for the recipients and their families 
at the White House. Medal presentations would follow 
the dinner with the President and Mrs. Ford presenting 
the awards. 

Rose Garden presentation ceremony. 

Public presentation at the Kennedy Center or a similiar 
auditorium. The public presentation could be followed 
by a private dinner for recipients and their families at 
the White House. 

OPTION II: INDIVIDUAL CEREMONIES 

The President would host a series of individual ceremonies for each 
individual recipient with varying formats for the events. The ceremony 
could be in conjunction with another event as was the case with the 
presentation for Jesse Owens today. 

An event to present Martha Graham with the Medal of Freedom is 
presently under consideration. Current plans are to hold the 
event in early September and the format will probably include a 
luncheon or dinner followed by performances by her dance troupe. 



-2-

Looking over the list of National Days, there are three 
possibilities for presentations: 

Columbus Day 

Veterans' Day 

World Law Day 

October 11, 1976 

October 25, 1976 

Open at present, but 
designated to be held in 
October. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~""""".._erence to your Medal o Fr an men:o, I am inclined to go 
ahead and bring all the peop e · an::1 make the presentations in 
a single cererrony. 

What about National Citizenship Day, which I think c:ares on Sep 
ber 17? I "WOUld prefer to have this done around the middle of 
Setpember which I think will lessen the vulnerability for politi 
charges. 

Many thanks. 
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~~~1\:~..,,, ·, ko. . 

~\ 
~ 

~ ~.u .f 

~"'~ ~.u & 

t,~ ~ F 1\.&..u -;v .. \ 
c. 

~~ f"( ~ 

~r,, ~ Itt 

~.-, ~. 



.. • • 

ato s, lf7t 

1'0 ' n aRG 

ACE 

• A aalhle .. c 17) .... ~. 
Year t.boa9 .. 1••••· 

7 •• 
JOM/dl 

• 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION ~IE~IORANDC.M WASIIIXGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: Time: 
August 3 930am 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 
Robert Hartmann 

FROM THE STAFF SECRET.l\RY 

DUE: Date: August 4 

ACTION REQUESTED: \ 

Time: 500pm 

__ For Necessary Action \ __ For Your Recommer,1dations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply 

_x_ For Your Comments -- Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

please return to judy johnston, ground floor west wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you havo any questions or if you anticipate a 
dela~· in submitt~ng the required material, please 
telephone ihe Staff s~cretary imme:diatcly. 



GENERAL COUNSEL 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

AUG 2 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT D. LINDER 

Subject: Proposed proclamation entitled "Citizenship 
Day and Constitution Week, 1976" 

Enclosed is a proposed proclamation entitled "Citizenship 
Day and Constitution Week, 1976", which was prepared 
in the Department of Justice and forwarded to the President, 
through this office, with approval as to form and legality 
in accordance with the provisions of Executive Order 
No. 11030, as amended. Also enclosed· is the Department 
of Justice transmittal letter which approves the proposed 
proclamation as to form and legality. 

Issuance of this proposed proclamation is authorized 
by two joint congressional resolutions~ cited in the 
proposed proclamation (66 Stat. 9, 36 u.s.c. 1531 and 
70 Stat. 932, 36 u.s.c. 159). It is forwardea without 
revision. 

This proposed proclamation has the approval of the 
Director of the Office of Management and Budget. 

tJ~m.)AJ.~ 
William M. Nichols 
General Counsel 

Enclosures (2) 



®ffirf nf tl1r 1\ttnntrn <9rnrra1 
Wnslyingtnn,Il. Ql. 205:tn 

THROUGH THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

JUL 2 9 1976 

The President, 

The White House. 

My dear Mr. President: 

I am herewith transmitting a proposed proclamation 

entitled "Citizenship Day and Constitution Week, 1976." 

The proposed proclamation, which was prepared in 

this Department, is approved as to form and legality. 

Antonin· calia 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 



CITIZENSHIP DAY AND CONSTITUTION WEEK, 1976 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF ~!ERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

With the signing of the United States 

Constitution on September 17, 1787, the founding 

fathers approved for the people of this Nation an 

effective plan of self-government. It is the 

responsibility of the citizens of the United 

States to uphold, support and defend those ideals. 

An understanding and appreciation of the 

events and hardships which produced that great 

document is indispensable to a rededication to the 

preservation of its ideals. 

To that end, the Congress, by a joint 

resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 153), 

designated September 17 as Citizenship Day, in 

commemoration of the formation and signing of the 

Constitution of the United States on September 

17, 1787, and authorized the President to issue 

annually a proclamation calling upon officials of 

the Government to display the flag on all Government 

buildings on that day. By a joint resolution of 

August 2, 1956 (36 u.s.c. 159), Congress 

authorized the President to designate the period 

beginning September 17 and ending September 23 of 



pro~lamation calling for the observance of LhdL. 

week. 

The commemoration during the year 1976 as-

sumes special significance, because it also marks 

the Bicentennial anniversary of the founding on 

July 4, 1776, of our country as an independent 

Nation. This is a time for reflection upon our 

history and upon our future, and a time for com-

mitment to the goals that have made America great. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President 

of the United States of America, call upon 

appropriate Government officials to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government 

buildings on Citizenship Day, September 17, 1976. 

I urge Federal, State and local officials, as well 

as leaders of all religious, civic, educational 

and other organizations, to conduct meaningful 

ceremonies and observances on that day to 

commemorate the formation and signing of the 

Constitution and to extend recognition to those 

persons who during the year acquired the status of 

citizenship, either by coming of age or by 

naturalization. 

I also designate the period beginning 

September 17 and ending September 23, 1976, as 

Constitution Week, and I urge the people of the 
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ceremonies and activities in their schools and 

churches and in other suitable places, to the 

end that our citizens may have a better under

standing of the Constitution and of the rights 

and responsibilities of United States citizen

ship. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this day of , 

in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 

seventy-six, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the two hundred and 

first. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Septenber 1, 1976 

.MEM)RANDtJM 'IO: JACK MAR>H 

FR:M: RUSS RJURKE v 
Jack, I discussed attached with 
Judy Muhlberg. Judy /rave suggest 
one nore neeting of Medal of Freedom 
group to discuss our overall approach to 
awards over the course of next eight 
weeks. I totally agree that we need a neet-
ing. Judy wants to set neeting up (if you agree}, 
but ••. for obvious reasons ••• they still want you 
to chair neeting. 

Please advise. 

l 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 30, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN 

You may want to take a look at the attached memo 
from Pete Sorum. 

I approve of the idea in general, although I am not 
certain that the award should be made during the 
television special. 

I would appreciate having your views and comments. 

Many thanks. 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 25, 1976 

DAVE GERGEN 

PETER SORUM 

Medal of Freedom 
for Richard Rogers 

Richard Rogers, as a composer and lyricist has teamed with 
two great writers to develop many of America's best known 
and loved Broadway musicals. "A Connecticut Yankee", "On 
Your Toes 11

, "Jumbo", "Boys from Syracuse", and "Pal Joey 11 

were done with Lorenz Hart. Rogers with Oscar Hammerstein 
developed "Oklahoma", "Carousel", "South Paci-fic", "Flower 
Drum Song", "The King and I", "The Sound of Music", "Me 
and Juliet", "Pipe Dream", "State Fair" and "Allegro11

• 

Since Hammerstein's death, Rogers has written with Stephen 
Sondheim the music and lyrics for "No Strings" and "Do I 
Hear a Dream" as well as the musical score for "Victory 
at Sea". 

As indicated previously, the television special "America 
Salutes Richard Rogers" will be aired on October 24, 1976 
on CBS and the producers hoped that the program might be 
concluded with the presentation of the Medal of Freedom 
by the President on tape. 

Thank you. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HI NGTON 

September 9, 1976 

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH 

FROM: RUSS ROURK¥ 

Jack, decisions made at tpe Medal of Freedom 
meeting are: 

1) 

2) 

g9 mass award of medals at White House 
1nner until after election. 

Gergen will proceed with two possible 
events --

a. Martha Graham night at the 
White House. 

b. Award to General Omar Bradley 
on Veterans Day. 



) ~ ~ "'3ber 9 , , 7 • 

~ .· 
FROM. ~uss Roua.1U 

Jack, daeiaions made at tha Medal P! Frsedo• 
7ila~ting ars: 

l) ao mass aw~rd of m&dals at White House 
Oinnar until after election. 

2) Gergen will provaad wi~~ t~o poaa~le 
events - -

RAR:cb 

a.. !-!artha Graham night at ths 
~ei·ca Hou:se. 

b-* Award to G0nsral 0mar Bradlay 
on Vetarans Day. 

I •• 
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ME~AL ~F FREE~~M MEETING, Thursday, September 9 

5:98-6:60 p.m., Roosevelt Room 

Participants (those invited) 

/GERGEN 
, 0 .... " ", A n k 1- .... ¥ 5' 1)0 ) 

CHENEY \w' !J~~ 1JLA., ' 

/HARTMANN 

-J;aLDWIN 

(BUCHEN ~ 
JANN~N -CiA):, </)..J.AL/)1) lAJ-i.tJ ~ 
J ceNN<iR , • J..oh, 
j sEIDMAN ~JJ..t~-~()'YVJr\d· 
J RECIHLEY· ~ 
{owAL ~ ~ t:) {u~ 
./JoNES }J 0 (?) 

-
\/'NESSEN 

~OSTER CHANOCK 

/JUDY MUHLBERG X~ 3 ):).; 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 13, 1976 

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH 

FROM: RUSS ROURKY 

Jack, as you may recall, Jessel 
was rejected by our little Medal 
of Freedom group several months ago. 

While I was personally very high 
on Jessel (Milt agrees}, the group 
adopted contrary view. 

I thought the attached memo to 
Gergen/Muhlberg would be appro
priate. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE: September 11, 1976 

TO: JACK MARSH ~ /---/_, 

JIM CAVANA -

George Jessel .· 

FROM: 

SUBJ: 

FYI ____ _ 

ACTION __ _ 



7629 Lindley Avenue I Resec,la, Calif. 91335 I 213- 343-2430 

August 25, 1976 

11rs. Gerald R. Ford 
The White House 
~vashington, D. c. 
/F20500 

Dear Hrs. Ford: 

Again thank you for the lovely picture. 

Perhaps I'm taking advantage in asking a favor of you. Enclosed 
are a few of the sixty some odd letters sent to the President from 
congressmen and senators requesting the President award me Americ~~ 
Medal of Freedom. 

· I didn't want to bother either of you during your ardent and 
successful campaign, but perhaps you may now find the opportunity 
to call the President's attention to these letters. 

This award from the President would be a crowning finish for my 
long career. 

Any assistance I can be to the President in California or else
where I gladly offer my support. During the months of September 
and October I will be appearing in a different city daily. 

I can be available to come to \·Jashington anytime I'm called. 

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely, 

George Jessel 

GJ/hdl 
enco 
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THE WHITE HOUSE .. 
WASHINGTON 

TO 

GUIDANCE PLEASE __ _ FYI __ 

LIZ O'NEILL 
East Wing 
X 2520 



:lOB DOLE 
KANSA!> 

( 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 40510 

September 16, 1975 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

STANDING COMMITTEES' 

AGRJC-Ul..'TURC AND ftORCiiTRY 

BooGET 
FINANCE 

PosT OFFICE AND CtVIL. S£RVlCE 

SELECT ANO SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

N\ITitiTtON AND HUMAN N££DS 

I have been informed that Mr. George Jessel has been nominated 
for the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

I think it both timely and appropriate that you give serious 
consideration to awarding the Medal of Freedom to Mr. Jessel. 

·I have been aware for a very long time that Mr. Jessel has, 
perhaps, done more than any other American, with the exception 
of Bob Hope, to entertain military personnel both at home and 
abroad. Mr. Jessel is a genuine patriot who has earned con
sideration for this high honor. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

;r;:~ 
BOB DOLE ~ 
United States Senate 

BD:jcb 



BARRY GOLDWATER 
ARIZONA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

August 24, 1975 

Mr .. Lee Soble, Publisher 
California Press Bureau, Inc. 
6399 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90048 

Dear Mr. Soble: 

COMMITTEE.&: 

AERONAUTICAl. ANO SPACE SCIENCES 

ARMEO SERVICES 

PREPAREOHES$ )NVESTIG.ATJNG SIJSCOMMITTEE' 

TA.Cl"JCAL. AUt POWER SUSCOMMlTf'££ 

NATIONAL. STOCKP1U AND NAVAL. PETROL..£1JM 
A:E.$ERVES SUSCOMMlTTU 

When your letter of January the 7th came,as 
soon as I had the opportunit~ I spoke personally 
with the President relative to an award fo r Mr. 
Jessel and he expressed an interest at that time. 
I didn't write you about that occasion because I 
felt the good had been done and I still think 
that 1 with a little more suggestion,Mr. Jessel 
will have his award. 

Sincerely, 



) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 20, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN 

SUBJECT: Medal of Freedom 

On Thursday, September 9, the group established to advise 
the President on the Medal of Freedom presentations, met 
to discuss possible events involving a Medal of Freedom 
presentation to be held prior to November 2. 

The group recommended the following events: 

Event Honoring Martha Graham 

The suggested format is a "Martha Graham Night" 
on the order of a State Dinner. If it is possible, 
it would be desireable to have the Martha Graham 
dance troupe perform at the after-dinner entertainment. 
The event should be scheduled before the end of 
September. 

Event Honoring General Omar Bradley 

The suggested format is to host a luncheon on 
Veterans' Day, honoring General Bradley and to use 
this opportunity to present him with a Medal of Freedom. 
(Veterans' Day is October 25). 

The group also recommended against any major group 
presentation prior to November 2nd on the theory that it 
would be interpreted as political gimmickry. 

cc: Jerry Jones 
Bill Nicholson 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 24, 1976 

JACK MARSH 
DAVE GERGEN 

WILLIAM NICHOLSON {))U) ,J 
Medal of Freedom 

There has been discussion of an idea where the President would award 
the Medal of Freedom to General Omar Bradley at a White House luncheon 
on Veterans Day, October 25. 

As you know, the Medal of Freedom is the nation's highest civilian award. 

General Bradley is General of the Army and is not retired; he remains 
on active duty to death. General Bradley has an office at the Pentagon and 
a small staff in California. As he is military, he could not receive this 
civilian award unless the criteria governing the Medal of Freedom is altered. 



THE WHITE 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
cJ u ·, 

WAS HI NG T ON 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

September 27, 1976 

BILL NICHOLSON 

DAVE GERGEN~ 
Medal of Freedom 

Attached are copies of the Executive Orders 
establishing the Medal of Freedom. 

Persons selected for receipt of this medal 
by the President do not necessarily have to 
be civilians even though the Medal is the nation's 
highest civilian award. Section 2, subsection b 
(as amended by the Executive Order No. 9586} 
reads: · 

"The President may select for the award of the Medal 
any person recommended to the President for the award 
of the Medal or any person selected by the President 
upon his own initiative." 

Past recipients who were members of the military include: 

Colonel Edwin E. Aldrin USAF 
Colonel Michael Collins USAF 
Captain James A. Lovell, Jr. USN 

It is my opinion, therefore, that a presentation of the 
Medal to General Ornar Bradley would not violate the 
spirit of the Executive · orders establishing the Medal. 

Please talk to me, if you disagree. 

Many thanks. 

~ack Marsh 

,. ·---
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~ (/H!TE HCU~E ' . •. !· . ·: . 

·. . . · ' 
EXECUTIV..:; ORDER 110.85 

"J'EE PRESIDEJ\TIAL MEDAL c:::· FREEDGM 

Ey virtue o£ the authority ,·c:otcd il\. me 'a_s P1·esident, o_f the U~it~d States, 

it ~s h~reby ordered as follows: . : . : . , . · , ·' •. , : ;. , • .. :··· 

Section l. Prior order!:, The numbered sections· o£ Executiv·e Crder 
No. 9586 of July 6, 1945, as am,;:-~dcci by Executive Crdcr No, 10336 of April 3, 
1952, a1·e hereby amcndcci to read as !ollo...,s:· · 

•" • • • • ; • • • •. " .-: • '!' • I'! • • . ~ - .• . .. 

. • ' ' '"~cc!ion 1. Medal e~tabli sh:.-d. The Mcd.-.1 of Fr~edom is he"reby re
· established as the P1·esiC:ential ~.1<:cial ol Freedom, with accompanying ribbons and 
appurtenances. The Presidential ~\~cdal of Freedom, hereinafter referred to as 
the Medal, shall be in two degrees. " -.. :. ., : ... . -.... - ... ... .. 

"Sec. 2.! Award of the Mcd>!l, (a} Tho Medal may be .iwarded by the 
President as provid;d in this o :: c!er to any per son .v-ho has made an especially 
meritorious contribution to (1) the securily or r:ational interests of the United 
States, or-(l) worlcl peace, or. (3) cultural or oth,?r significant public or pri'='ate 
endeavors. · · · · . · · · . . ~ . • : .. : ~- .:·. ··-=··-•·' ~- ··: .. · ~ ~ .. ~ .. 

·,.('b) · 'I he President may select !or a .... ard o£ the Med~l. any person 
nominated by the Eoard referred to in Section 3(a) o£ this Crdcr, any person 
otherwise recommended to the President !or a.va.rd o£ the Medal, or any persot1 
selected by ~?e _President upon his own initiative. ..· , . · : ·. :.· · •• 

''(c) The principal announcement of aNarc:!s cf the M~dal sb01U normally 
be made ann~lly, on or about July 4 of e.a.{;h year·~ i>ut such awards may be made 
at other times, as the President m3.y cl.eem appropriate. 

'.'(d) Subject to the provisions o! this Order, the Medal mily be aw;u-dcd 

posthumously. ~ • .. -:· .. ; .-:: _- : . :. :: , ;. 

, "Section 3. Distineuished Civilian Service Awards Bo<'rd. (a) · The . 
Distinsuished Civi!i~::l Service Avtarch r:oa.rd, c :.tablished by ..Executive Crder 
No. lQ717 of J:Jne Z7, 1957, hereit:ait~r referred to a.s the B·oar.i, is hereby 
expanded, Cor the purposw. of c~rrying out the objectives o! this Order, to in
clude five ac!ditional members appointed by the President from outsic!c the · 
Executive Branch of th~ Goverr.men:. The t.:rms c.! s&rvic:e o£ the members o£ 
the Eoard appointed under this j)CI.l"CI.!1ra?h shall be rive y~ars, cxccj)t that the !i~st 
five members so appointed shill! have ter:ns or S<· l·vice expiring on ::he 31st day 
o( July 1964, 1965, 1966, 1S67, and 1963, !"~3;..''-!C~~-,o:l:>'· Any perso!'l ~?pointed 
to ~ill a vacancy occu1·ring prior to the cxpin.tioa o! the term for .vhich his 
predeceS!:Or was appoint~c.l shall serve for th~ rcmain<:iz:r of such term. 

"(b) A Ch~irm:ln o{ the Eoard shall be designated by the F-resident !rom 
time to time !rom among the mcmb~rlihip of tht: Boa rd appoin:ed ! r om the 
Executive Eranch. 

"(c) For purro !:cll o£ recommending to the Pre:;idcnt pcr!lons to receive 
the Prcr.ident1s 1\w<'.rd for Ui liti n.;tt i :.lwd F edera l Civili an Service. ;~.nd to c ;~.rry 
out the o:hcr purposes oC E:>:.:cutivc Crdcr ~o. 10717, only the member:~ of tre 
Bo;u·d lrotn the Executive Lranch. ~':i ll sit. The nantes of persons so rcc,onuncndC'.f_ 
"'ill l•c swniltcd to lhc }>resident w i thout ref crcr.c_, lo the oLhcr 111crnbcr!l o£ the 
llo;1 rtl. 

MCRE 
( • \ ., 

·_:.A·: -:~~~·_.:,:{{-.. :.:_~'::~~<-:~:~·~k·;.-.:-:::{~f;:.-tff~:~~~i;L;t~~::Y>;~<:,::~~~~~~!~l,®· ·;. ··.;. ... : ~-- .· ~'~ .. ' 
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c- ~ _ •• •• ..,. ~- ....._" ... ....,..,""' va. ,,.t.l\,; JVtC: tli!!.t 

and the Board shall condd.::r such recc.mmc;!datior.s, ·~ ·' 

. . . ..... - .. : .... -· ..... -
''(b) •'lith due regard for the proviGions o! Section Z of this Order 

the Eo:trd shall scree~ ::uc!1 reccmmer:dat io!ls ;.nd, on the !lasis of G\lCh : . 
rccommcno:l;:.t!on~ or upon its own motion, shall from t!rnc to time su~mit to 
the Presid<:nt nomir.ations of indiv;duals fo;:- award o! t:'tP. Medal, in appropriate 
degrees. 

"Sec. 5. Expenses. Ncce.:;sary ~dmL;istralive expenses of the Bo-.rd 
incurred in connect ion .,uilh-the recommo.:r!dation of persons to re.::eivc the 
Presidential Medal oi Frccd?m, incluc:in~ expenses o! travel o! m~mbcrs of 
the Board c:ppoin:ed under S&ction 3(n) of t!lis Order, duri:lg the fiscal year 

/ 1963, mo.y be paid frcm the app1·opriat!on provided ur.dcr tl:c heading "S?ecial 
Projects" in tha Executive Cffice Approp.dation Act, 19.)3, 76 Stat. 315, and 
during subsequent Escal yc<::.rs. to the e;:tc:1t permitted -by Jc:.w. from any 
corresponding or like appropriation macia avail:lble for such fiscal ~ears. Such 
paymentsshai.l be without regard to the provisions of section 3681 .of the Revised 
Stal.u!es and section 9 of the Act of March 4, 1909. 35 Stat. 1027 (31 U.S. C. 67Z. 
and 673). Members of the Eoi\rd oFpointed t!nd~r Section 3(a.) of tlais __ Order shall 

- · serve without com?Cilsation. . . , .• :. , , .•. _ .-
1 

"-· ~~ •• ~. : •• ·; ; • •• ; ~ ~ :..~.:: • •. : ~!·~·-=-·· 
"Sec • .S. ~zn of_!!:~ MP.da!. The Ar.my .Jnstit~tc of .1-ic~ald:-y sha'i1 . . : ~! 

prepare for the approval of th.: President a design of the Medd in each of its . . ... .. . .. . .. 
degrees." .... . .- .;,; . ·: - ~~ ·:: .: : ;;· .:. ;.;_i. ·.:·. ;.,. :",.,-. ·"'· ·· ··• ,-~~"t-t . . . . 

Sec. 2. Other e;:ist..!!::z Ol'de:s·. (c:) 5cctio::l 4 or Executive Crd~~ N~. ·.~ 
16717, establit:hing the terms of service o! the members o£ the Di!tinguished 
Civilian 5ervice Awards Eoar~. is hereby amended to read "The members of 
the 'Board sha!l serve at the pleasure o! tite Prcsidf3nt, ", aild the_ ether sections 
of that Order arc amended conformably to this Order. . · .•. '· · •.. : _ •. •..... -

• ... • • ' • • • . • • '"! • .. l. • • . ":. . ~ . . ... . . . . ..• 

·· · (b) Except as othcn·ris~ spec!..fical!y provided. in this Crder.' e~isting 
arrangements fo1· conferring med~ls and hcnors shall continue in effect. 

.. 

. . JOHZ.. F •. 1\ENI\EDY 
!::. ........ ~ ... ... :·;·, • .z ''· 

THE .VHITE HOUSE 

February Zl. !963 ~ ~ . : :·· · .. -.:.·"~:=·~ .~~,..~~.i :'::: =··:· ; ~;:!!~.: !-=~·~ · .. r :t·.:i- !:)~a·· 
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such as John Fo:;t~r Durl\!~, Lc:\·:is L . .:itr;,.u~s. J0hn· Yc·~ Neumann, ·ar.d 
Chri:;tian A. Hi.!rter. Prc!:icknt I• cnnc~y ha$ ;:,•;;.1r-q~d it to F.:\ul-H(;nri 
Spaak o£ l3clgh•m. · Altogcth::r, tw~nty-four pcr5on:; h;:.vc received 
the Medal directly from thr. Pret:idcnt. ,.. 

The Distingui::;!lcd Civ~lia.n S::r .. ·icc .Aw<l~·ds Bvard was esta~lislv.:d by 
Exec'utiv::: Onlcr in 19S7 for the pur;:>o:;c d rccommenclin[~ to tne Prcsider.t 
persons to recoiv::: the P:rcsicl~nt's Aware.: "Cor Distingui:;h."!d Federal 
Civilian Service, 

The newly appoint~d members of the Di:;tin&nbhecl Civilian Service Awards 
Board are as follows: 

Henry Cabot Lods~. form<:! r t'nited States ~cna.i;or an.! Unit:::d .3tates 
Ambassador to the Un!tcd Nations, for <l term o£ fh·e yco.rs 

Dr. Lee A. DuBridJ~, Pr"sicen~ of thz Califo1n!a Institute of Te"c:hnology, 
!or a term of four years 

Sa::t~.uel I. N~\'J'house, publisher, {o:;;- a term of thrce years 

Mary McGro1·y, journalist, Cor a term o( two year's 

Arthur J. Goldberg, Assodate Justice c( the Sup•eme Court, for a te rrn 
of one year 

The President h<l.s also reccnstituted th..:: Executive Branch section or the 
Board as follows: 

Attorney General ztobert F. l;.enn~dy 
Secretary of Labor W. Willard \Ji rtz 
SecJ·ctary of Hcal~h, E<!ucz.tion and Welfare Antllony J. 
Under S~crct<.ry of State Georce VI. Ball 
Deputy Sec1·~tary of Ddensc Rosw!!ll L. Gil:'atric. . 

• • •• • ... 'Y .... . ~- • 

Celcbrezze 
: .. . .. 

Mr. Ball will se•ve as Chairman of the Do3.rd. The Chairman of the Civil 
Service Commission, John W. Macy, serves as Executive S:=crctary of 
the Board. - : 

.. I if lUll 
:· . 

- . -
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THE WHITE HOU.SF: 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

TERMINATING CERTAlN BODIES 
ESTABLISHED BY THE Pl1ESIDENT 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as P1·csident of the United States • 
..,.,' it is hereby ordered as follows: 

•. 

Section 1. lnterdepartment;:;l Highway Safety Board. (a) The Inter
departmental Highway Sa!ety Board is te1·mina.tcd. 

(b) Executive Order No. 1089S of December 2, 1960, and Executive 
Order No. 10986 o! January 12., 196Z. are rcvo!~cd • 

(c) Executive Order No. 11382. of November 28. 1967, is amended by 
deleting section 8. 

Sec. 2.. ~aP,ency Committee on Internation<~.l Athletics. The Interagency 'i 
Committee on International Athletics is termin<:.ted and Executive Order 

· No. 11117 o! August 13, 1963, is revoked. 

Sec. 3. President's Committee on Manpower. The President's. Committee 
on Manpower is hereby terminated and Executive Order No. 11152. o£ · 
April 15, 1964, is revoked • 

Sec. 4. Ohio River Bridr;e Tragedy. There is here.by terminated the 
task force establi;;bed by the President by announcement made on 
December 19, 1967, in connection with the collapse of the Ohio. River Bridge 
on Highway U.S. 35 connecting Gallipolis. Ohio. and Pt. Pleasant, West 
Virginia. 

Sec. S.' Medal o! Freedom. Executive Order No. 9586 o! July 6. 1945, 
as amended, is hereby further amended: 

(1) By s~bstituting !or subsection (b) o£ section 2 the !ollowing: 
"(b) The Prcsitient ma.y select !or the awa1·d o£ the Medal any person 

recommended to .the President !or award o£ the Medal or an)• person 
selected by the President upon his own initiative." 

(Z) By striking out all numbered sections o! the order except sections 1 
and z. 

Sec. 6. Winrlins:: up or aU~ir!:. Such actions as m3y be necessary to 
wind up any outstanding affairs or the bodies terminated by this order shall 
be carried out by the Bureau of the Budget or b}' such other agc:ncies ;u 
may be designated therefor by the Director o! the Bu:-eau o( the Budget. 

RICHARD NIXON 

THE WHlTE HOUSE, 

March 13, 1970 

_ , 
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~.RESIDENTIAL ?v!F;Di\1... OF FHEI;DO~·t 

, .. 
The Medal of Freedom as it now exist!; was esl;:>h!ished by Prt:dd<-nt 
Kennedy in an Executive Order (110::!5) of February 22, 1963. The 
award w:ts first set up under President Truman in l9·t5 to reward 
meritorious, war-connected acts or services. The Kennedy J~~:c<;.utivc 
Order expanded the award to incl11de those that !'hould be honored 
for meritorious contribution to (a.) security or n«tional interest o! 
the United States; (b) world peace or (c) cultur:ll or other si=:;nUicant 
public 01· private endeavors. 

Persons are selected for receipt of this medal by the President. 

Total number of Presidential Medals of Freedom: l34: 

President Truman: 9 
President Eisen.l-tower: 13 

* President Kennedy: 31 
President Johnson: 58 
President Nixon: 23 

... 

* 30 of these awards were presented by President Johnson but the 
recipients lad been selected by President Kennedy. • 

' t 



MEDALS OF FREEDOM PRESENTED BY 
PRESIDENT TRUMAN 

CHARMAN, William H. 1/26/46 

HOWE, George L. 2/18/46 

JACKSON, Gordon Thorpe 1/26/46 

MAZZARINI, Richard 2/18/46 

POU LLET, Pierre A., Father 1/26/46 

. PULESTON, Dennis 2/18/46 

SUN, Chen 2/18/46 

WEST, Norma::. H. 1/26/46 

WHEELER, Williarn M., Jr. 2/18/46 

·' 

\
~ 
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MEDALS OF FREEDOM PRESENTED 
BY PRESIDENT EISENHOWER 

ANDERSON, Robert B. 

DOUGLAS, James H. 

DULLES, John Foster 

GALARD-TERRAUBE, Mademoiselle 
Genevieve de 

GATES, Thomas S. 

GRAY, Gordon 

HERTER, Christian A. 

KISTIAKOWSKY, George Bogdan 

McELROY, Neil 

QUARLES, Donald A. 

STRAUSS, Lewis L. 

VON NEUMANN, Dr. John 

WILSON, Charles E . 

8/ 3 /55 

1/18/61 

5/19/59 

6/.29/54 

1/18/61 

1/18/61. 

1/18/61 

1/18/61 

12/1/59 

7/9/59 

7/14/58 

2/15/56 

10/9/57 

- - --- _ -· ~ - "'-- __ • ~ .. _ . ... • •• __ : __ ~c _ ~·~ __ _: ___ ._:~ __ ~~ ----~~~ ~:~.:~: r ~- --~:.. _-;- L -~~j~:j~ ~- -~~~ --~ ~tJ.\.:. 
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SPAAK, Paul-Ilcnri 
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PnESIDENTIAL MEDALS OY l:''RJ:.:.t::,;IJUM PH.J:.:::i.l:.;'n.t..u 

BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON* 

ACHESON, Dean G. 
ANDER.SON, Marian 
BJ...ACK, Euge:.e R. 

· BbNK, Detlcv W. 
B UNCHE, Ralph J. 
BUNDY, McGeorge 
BUNKER, Ellsworth 
BUNKER, Ellsworth 
CASALS, Pablo 
CA ULFlELD, Genevieve 
CLIFFORD, Clark 
CONANT, James B. 
COPELAND, Aaron 
DeBAKEY, Dr. Y..ichael E. 
deKOONU'IG, Willem 
DISNEY, Walter 
DOBIE, J. Frank 
DUBINSKY, David 
EDWARDS, Lena F. 
ELIOT, Thomas Stearns 
ELLISON, Ralph 
ENDERS, John F. 
FONTANNE, Lynn (and Alfred Lunt) 
FOR.D, Henry, n 
FRANKFURTHER, Felix 
GARDNER, John W. 
HARRIMAN, W. Averell 
H.ESB URGH, Theodore M. 
HOLTON, Karl 
HOPE, Bob 
JOHNSON, Clarence L. 
KAISER, Edgar F. 
KAPPEL, Frederick 
KELLER, Helen 
KENNEDY, John Fitzgerald 
KIPHUTH, Robert J. 
KOMER, Robert W. 
LAND, Edwin H. 
LASKER, Mary 
LEH.lli!AN, Herbert H. (Governor) 
LEWIS, John L. 
LIPP:M:ANN, Walter 
LOCKE, Eugene Murphy 
LOVETT, Robert A. 
LUNT, Alfred (and Lynn Fontanne) 
McCLOY, John J. 
McGILL, Ralph 

- McNA;'v!ARA, Robert S. 
MacDONALD, J. Clifford 
MACY, John W., Jr. 
MEANY, Gcor;;c 
MEIKLEJOHN, Alc.."a.ndcr 
MONNET, Jean 
MORISON, Samuel Eliot 

9/14/64 
IZ/6/63 
1/20/69 
9/14/64 
IZ/6/63 
l/Z0/69 
Z/6/68 
lZ/6/63 
lZ/6/63 
12/6/63 
1/Z0/69 
12/6/63 
9/14/64 
1/Z0/69 
9/14/64 
9/14/64 
9/14/64 
1/Z0/69 
9/14/64 
9/14/64 
1/20/69 
12../6/63 
9/14/64 
1/Z0/69 
12/6/63 
9/14/64 
1/Z0/69 
9/14/64 
1Z/6/63 
1/Z0/69 
9/14/64 
1/Z0/69 
9/14/64 
9/14/64 
12/6/63 
12/6/63 
Z/6/68 
11./6/63 
1/Z0/69 
lZ/6/63 
9/14/64 
9/14/64 
2/7/68 
lZ/6/63 
9/14/64 
12/6/63 
9/14/64 
Z/2.8/68 
12/6/63 
1/Z0/69 
lZ/6/63 
12/6/63 
12/6/63 
9/14/64 

·' 
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MEDALS OF FREEDOM PRESENTED BY 

PRESIDENT- NIXON 

ELLL'J'GTON, Edward Kennedy (Duke) 
ALDRlli, Edwin E., Colonel, USAF 
AR.fv1STRONG, Neil A. 
COLLlliS, Michael, Colonel, USAF 
OR MANDY,. Eugene 
APOLLO 13 Mission Operations Team 
LOVELL, James A., Jr., Captain, USN 
HAISE, Fred 'Wallace, Jr. 
SWIGERT, John Leonard, Jr. 
BEHRENS, Earl Charles 
LA '\VRENCE, David 
FOLLIARD, Edward T. 
HENRY, William M. (posthumously) 
KROCK, Arthur 
1v!OLEY, Raymond . 
LINCOLN, George Gould 
ST. JOHNS, Adela Rogers 
GO LDWYN, Samuel 
HOPKINS, William 
BROSIO, Manlio 
'VALLACE, Dewitt and Lila 
VANN, John Paul (posthum.ously) 

4/29/69 
8/13/69 
8/13/69 
8/13/69 
1/24/70 
4/18/70 
4/18/70 
4/18/70 . 
4/IS/70 
4/22/70 
4/22/70 
4/22/70 
4/22/70 
4/22/70 
4/22/70 
4/22/70 
4/22/70 
3/27/71 
6/2/71 
9/29/71 
1/28/72 
6/16/72 

,I 
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1\1UMFORD, Lewis 
1\r!UNOZ-MARil'l, Luis 
MURROW, Edward R. 
NIEB utl..li.., Reinhold 
PECK, Gregory 

-2-

POPE JOHN XXIII; His Holiness 
PRICE, Leontyne 
RANDALL, Clarence B. 
RANDOLPH, A. Philip 
ROCKEFELLER, Laurance S. 
ROSTOW, Walt Whitman 
SANDBURG, Carl 
SERKIN, Rudolf 
SMITH, Merriman 
STEICHEN, Edward 
STEll'lBECK, John 
TAUSSIG, Helen B. 
TAYLOR, George '\V. 
VANCE, Cyrus R. 
VAN DER ROHE, Ludwig Mies 
Vll'lSON, Carl 
WATERM:AN, Alan T. 
WATSON, Mr. lviark S. 
WATSON, Thomas J., Jr. 
\VAUNEKA, Annie D. 
WEBB. James E. 
WHITE, Mr. E. B. 
'VHITE, Paul Dudley 
WHITE, ·williamS. 
\VILDER, Thornton. N. 

.WILKINS, Roy 
WILSON, Edmund 
WYETH. Andrew 
YOUNG, Whitney M., Jr. 

9/14/64 
12/6/63 
9/14/64 
9/14/64 
1/20/69 
12/6/63 
9/14/64 
12/6/63 
9/14/64 
1/20/69 
1/20/69 
9/14/64 
12/6/63 
1/20/69 
12/6/63 
9/14/64 
9/14/64 
12/6/63 
1/20/69 
12/6/63 
9/14/64 
12/6/63 
1.2/6/63 
9/14/64 
12/6/63 
12/9/68 
12/6/63 
9/14/64 
1/Z0/69· 
lZ/6/63 
1/20/69' 
12/6/63 
12/6/63 
1/20/69 

. ~~Those Medals presented in 1963 were designated by President 
Kennedy, with the exception of those for Pope John XXIII and 
John F. Kennedy, himself, both of which were granted posthumously . 
All others on this list were named by President Johnson. 




