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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 3, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO: BRENT SCOWCROFT

FROM: RUSS ROURKE

Brent, both Jack Marsh and I were concerned that Rabbi Korff
might interpret any extended silence following his initial request
to the White House as an indication of possible approval or, at
the very least, that the request was under active consideration.
It was felt, therefore, that we should start turning him off as
soon as possible. We obtained, therefore, a very preliminary
recommendation on the basic proposal from Dudley Chapman via
Phil Buchen. Basically, Legal Counsel's initial view is that the
approval of this request would constitute an inappropriate use of
appropriated U. S. funds. B

I then spoke with Rabbi Korff by telephone, and indicated that it
appeared unlikely that the request could be approved, without citing
any firm' legal basis for that rejection. Specifically, I was only
attempting to prepare him for the prospect of a final solid decision,
in the event that decision were negative.

The following is my own recounting of Rabbi Korff's reaction to my

basic message. "You have very good minds at the White House, but

you tend to look at things in strictly legalistic ways. You should have

an advocate look at this request from a different perspective. We send
jets to get foreign leaders. Sakharov is a symbol. Nothing could

help detente more than to exercise detente. This would be all to the
good. Dobrynin returned my phone call a few minutes ago, butl

was out when he called. I would like to come to the White House to confer
with those individuals who will make this decision, and to refute their
arguments. There is no question of improper use of taxpayer funds here.
We are not flying dogs around like Roosevelt use to fly Fala. We could
have an already-scheduled U. S. military plane stop off in Moscow and pick
Sakharov up. I don't want to cause any ruckus . I don't want to
embarrass anyone, but this man represents a symbol to the American



people. They would want it to happen. He is a key to the very
foundations of our being. I will get on the three major networks

to raise the money to repay the U. S. Government for whatever it
costs. "

I made no effort whatever to conduct a running debate on each of the
above points. Imerely thanked him for his reaction, and told

him that we would be back in touch with him as soon as a final
decision is made.

I would appreciate your guidance.

cc: DCheney
PBuchen
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However, because of the personality involved, it was felt best
to handle this rather carefully.

Of course, we have not encouraged him and are trying to turn off
the request.

cc: PBuchen
DCheney

P. S.
Another report follows on a more recent development., -
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WASHINGTON
December 3, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO: BRENT SCOWCRO;/L

FROM: JACK MARSH M

Rabbi Korff called here this afternoon en a transportation request.
He had earlier tried DOD, but was advised White House approval was .
necessary.

His request was to bring Dr. Sakharov from Moscow to Washington,

D. C., via military aircraft, in order that Sakharov might receive an
award at the First Bicentennial Awards Dinner of the U. S. Citizens
Congress. This event is scheduled for December 14 at the Shoreham-
Americana in Washington, D. C. Other recipients this year include
Secretary Bill Simon, Senator Carl Curtis and Admiral Arleigh Burke.
Korff has spoken directly with Sakharov concerning prospective award.
Sakharov verbally responded that he would ""accept the award with
pleasure'!, and hoped to attend. Korff purchased Pan Am ticket for
Sakharov from Moscow to Washington.

Here is where the factual situation gets fuzzy. Korff advises that
Russians will not permit Sakharov to leave Soviet Union. He suggests
U. S. military flight is only acceptable alternative. Korff has no solid
evidence that Soviet Union would permit Sakharov to leave even if a

U. S. military flight was arranged. A Deputy of Korff's has discussed
this matter with Dobrynin. Results of that conversation are confusing
and unreliable.

After failing to reach Bill Clements, Korif presented the transportation
request to Col. Ken Bailey at DOD. Korff indicates that Bailey advised
him that they "would need White House approval before moving forward'".
Consequently my office has been contacted. Korff is staying in Washington,
D. C., and has indicated he'll continue to maintain contact with my
office until final decision is made.

Russ Rourke talked with Korff and gave him no encouragement and simply
received his views and noted his request without encouragement of any -
sort. B
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However, because of the personality involved, it was felt best
to handle this rather carefully.

Of course, we have not encouraged him and are trying to turn off

the request.

cc: PBuchen
DCheney

P.S.
Another report follows on a more recent development.
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TQ: JACK MARSH AND RUSS ROURK
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT @D |

1. It is obvious that we cannot send é. military aircraft
to Moscow to pick up Dr. Sakha>rov. The thing we have to avoid,
of which you are w very conscious, is another Solzt{xenitsyn
affair,

2. It seems to me that the basic point is that the
Soviets either will let Sakharov fly out or they will not. If they
will, he can fly out on a commercial plant)m' Korff can charter one
if he so desires. If the Soviets will not let him depart, sending a
military planethere will make absolutely no difference.

3. To my recollection, we have never sent a military
aircraft overseas to pick up a foreign leader, although that is
largely irrelevant to the case h;are. 1 agree with YOu that we have
to handle this case carefully, bgt I‘think thag Phil Buchen's legal opinion
plus the arguments above ought to do the trick. I wish I had some
more brillant thoughts to give you on the matter but about the only
thing I can add is I am glad I am hére and not bé.ck thex;e with you.

[a)

Seriously, if you need any more m}, please let me know. I would

e JQ,,:.,\.VZ
A
Om&,‘apprise of developments.
DECLASSIFIED

4, Warm regards. E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5

- T il NSC Memo, 11/24/98, State Dept. Gujdeli
SERRSF—  ShiivE  Byallla Naww e L8l
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December 3, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO: BRENT SCOWCROFT

FROM: RUSS ROURKE @ \

Brent, both Jack Marsh and I were concerned that Rabbi Korff
might interpret any extended silence following his initial request
to the White House as an indication of possible approval or, at
the very least, that the request was under active consideration.
It was felt, therefore, that we should start turning him off as
soon as possible. We obtained, therefore, a very preliminary
recommendation on the basic proposal from Dudley Chapman via
Phil Buchen. Basically, Legal Counsel's initial view is that the
approval of this request would constitute an inappropriate use of
appropriated U. S. funds.

I then spoke with Rabbi Korff by telephone, and indicated that it
appeared unlikely that the request could be approved, withaut citing
any firm . legal basis for that rejection. Specifically, I was only
attempting to prepare him for the prospect of a final solid decision,
in the event that decision were negative.

The following is my own recounting of Rabbi Korff's reaction to my

basic message. '"You have very good minds at the White House, but

you tend to look at things in strictly legalistic ways. You should have

an advocate look at this request from a different perspective. We send
jets to get foreign leaders. Sakharov is a symbol. Nothing could

help detente more than to exercise detente. This would be all to the
good. Dobrynin returned my phone call a few minutes ago, but I

was out when he called. I would like to come to the White House to confer
with those individuals who will make this decision, and to refute their
arguments. There is no question of improper use of taxpayer funds here.
We are not flying dogs around like Roosevelt use to fly Fala. We could
have an already-scheduled U. S. military plane stop off in Moscow and pick
Sakharov up. Idon't want to cause any ruckus . I don't want to
embarrass anyone, but this man represents a symbol to the American



people. They would want it to happen. He is a key to the very
foundations of our being. I will get on the three major networks

to raise the money to repay the U. S. Government for whatever it
costs. "

I made no effort whatever to conduct a running debate on each of the
above points. I merely thanked him for his reaction, andtold .

him that we would be back in touch with him as soon as a final
decision is made.

I would appreciate your guidance.

cc: DCheney
PBuchen
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 4, 1975

BRENT SCOWCROFT

RUSS ROURKE

I had a very extensive conversation with Rabbi Korff this morning;
the basic purpose of which was to completely turn-off the request
to provide military aircraft to pick up Dr. Sakharov in: \/Ioscow. I

was pleasantly surprised by Rabbi Korff's reaction.

Although he

did attempt to rebut certain of my arguments, he could not really

dispute the three basic points we were able to make, i.e., the Soviets

have given no evidence whatever of their willingness to permit

Sakharov to leave; the convenient commercial airline schedule with

which I was able to provide him presented irrefutable evidence that military
aircraft was totally unnecessary even if the Soviets were to permit

his departure;

the law, 31USC665, clearly prohibits monies being

spent for purposes other than that for which they were appropriated.

In addition, I was able to advise Rabbi Korff that in the event the
Soviets permitted Sakharov's departure and he was scheduled to come
to Washington aboard commercial flight, we could assist in resolving
any administrative or mechanical problems he might encounter either
prior to leaving Moscow or upon his arrival in Washington.

Rabbi Korff expressed his deep appreciation for the very comprehen-

sive effort we had made in exploring all facets ot his request.

In fact

he invited me to attend the December 14 dinner if my schedule permitted.
He again added that he had no desire to embarrass the White House. He
was instrumental in turning off a man from Holland who asked Korff

to invite Solzhenitsyn to the dinner.

Korff felt that such an effort might

again present an embarrassing situation for the President.



conversation with Korff,

A last problem we had concerned a Jack Anderson inquiry on this
matter. Korff, who denies he initiated Anderson contact, and I

tend to believe him, says he received a direct call from Anderson
yesterday. I received a similar call from Gary Cohen of Anderson's
staff less than three hours after my original conversation with Korff.

Following my final turn off to Korff, I gave Cohen a promised wrap-up
report. He accepted our entire statement with the same practical
understanding that characterized my last discussion with Korff,

cc: DCheney
JMarsh o
PBuchen
BHyland
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- MEMORANDUM TO: BRENT SCOWCROFT

FROM: - RUSS ROURKE

I had a very extensive conversation with Rabbi Korff this morning;

the basic purpose of which was to completely turn-off the request

to provide military aircraft to pick up Dr. Sakharov in \/Ioscow. I

was pleasantly surprised by Rabbi Korff's reaction. Although he

did attempt to rebut certain of my arguments, he could not really

dispute the three basic points we were able to make, i.e., the Soviets

have given no evidence whatever of their willingness to permit

Sakharov to leave; the convenient commercial airline schedule with

which I was able to provide him presented irrefutable evidence that military
aircraft was totally unnecessary even if the Soviets were to permit

his departure; the law, 31USC665, clearly prohibits monies being

spent for purposes other than that for which they were appropriated.

In addition, I was able to advise Rabbi Korff that in the event the

Soviets permitted Sakharov's departure and he was scheduled to come

to Washington aboard commercial flight, we could assist in resolving

any administrative or mechanical problems he might encounter either
prior to leaving Moscow or upon his arrival in Washington. v

Rabbi Korff expressed his deep appreciation for the very comprehen-
sive effort we had made in exploring all facets ot his request. In fact

he invited me to attend the December 14 dinner if my schedule permitted.
He again added that he had no desire to embarrass the White House. He
was instrumental in turning off a man from Holland who asked Korff

to invite Solzhenitsyn to the dinner. Korff felt that such an effort might
again present an embarrassing situation for the President.



conversation with Korff.

A last problemi we had concerned a Jack Anderson inquiry on this
matter. Korff, who denies he initiated Anderson contact, and I

tend to believe him, says he received a direct call from Anderson
yesterday. I received a similar call from Gary Cohen of Anderson's
staff less than three hours after my original conversation with Korff,

Following my final turn off to Korff, I gave Cohen a promised wrap-up
report. He accepted our entire statement with the same practical
understanding that characterized my last discussion with Korff.

cc: DCheney
JMarsh .
PBuchen
BHyland









RUSS:

The following flight leaves every FRIDAY from Moscow to Washington:

LV . Moscow 8:15 a.m. AEROFLOT #243
AR. London 8:55 a.m.

LV, London 10:40 a.m. PAN AM #107
AR, Dulles 2:10 p.m.,

(any other flight would have to connect in either Copenhagen, Paris,
London, Prague, Frankfurt and then on to New York - then to Washington.)

The following flight leaves Washington every MONDAY & WEDNESDAY
to Moscow:

LV. Dulles 6:45 p.m. TWA 890

AR. Paris 8:25 a.m. (on Tues., or Thurs.)
LV. Paris 12:05 p.m. AEROFLOT #270
AR. Moscow 5:45 p.m.

Connie
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With every good wish, I remain,

Sincerely,

Bcrctti) H K

Russell-A. Rourke v
Deputy to Presidential
Counsellor, John O. Marsh, Jr.

Rabbi Baruch Koriff

1221 Connecticut Avenue, N. W.
Fifth Floor

Washington, D. C. 20036
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RUSS -. Unfortunately, I had
already gent out the copijes to

Buchen, Hyland, Scowcroft,
& Cheney before JoM decided

to change letter to Korff, po
you want to geng a revised copy?
Sorry,



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 5, 1975

Dear Rabbi Korff:

This is in further reference to our conversation concerning your
request that the United States Government provide a military aircraft
to bring Dr. Sakharov from Moscow to Washington for your U. S.
Citizens Congress Bicentennial Awards Dinner.

It is unfortunate that your plans for Dr. Sakharov's altendance did not
work out. As I indicated to you earlier there was no evidence that the
Soviet authorities were, in fact, prepared to permit Dr. Sakharov to
leave the Soviet Union. Further, it appears that, should they have
permitted him to leave, commercial transportation was available. In
addition, the Legal Counsel's Office has pointed out there is serious
question as to expenditure of government funds for this purpose.

Nevertheless, let me reiterate that I have been advised that, should it
prove.possible for Dr. Sakharov to visit the United States, our Embassy
would be only too happy to do whatever is appropriately possible to assist
him.

Your very understanding manner and helpful attitude are deeply appre-
ciated.

I ei‘ljoyed'ovu‘r conversations and look forward to the pleasure of chatting
with you again in the near future.

Sincerely,

Russell A. Rourke
Deputy to Presidential
Counsellor, John O. Marsh, Jr.

Rabbi Baruch Korff
1221 Connecticut Avenue, N. W,
Washington, D. C. 20036












THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 5, 1975

Dear Rabbi Korff:

This is in further reference to our conversation concerning your
request that the United States Government provide a military aircraft
to bring Dr. Sakharov from Moscow to Washington for your U. S,
Citizens Congress Bicentennial Awards Dinner.

It is unfortunate that your plans for Dr. Sakharov's attendance did not
work out. As I indicated to you earlier there was no evidence that the
Soviet authorities were, in fact, prepared to permit Dr. Sakharov to
leave the Soviet Union. Further, it appears that, should they have
permitted him to leave, commercial transportation was available. In
addition, the Legal Counsel's Office has pointed out there is serious
question as to expenditure of government funds for this purpose.

Nevertheless, let me reiterate that I have been advised that, should it
prove-possible for Dr. Sakharov to visit the United States, our Embassy
would be only too happy to do whatever is appropriately possible to assist
him.

Your very understanding manner and helpful attitude are deeply appre-
ciated.

I eﬁjoyéd'dﬁr conversations and look forward to the pleasure of chatting
with you again in the near future.

Sincerely,

Russell A. Rourke
Deputy to Presidential
Counsellor, John O. Marsh, Jr.

Rabbi Baruch Korff
1221 Connecticut Avenue, N. W,
Washington, D. C. 20036












THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
December 5, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO: BILL HYLAND

FROM: RUSS ROURKE

Bill, I clearly recognize the possible headaches involved in
sending a written memo such as the attached. It was the one
demand that I permitted Rabbi Korff to make of me. He wants
this memo in order to prove to his Board members that a serious
effort on his part was made with an equally serious staffing effort
at the White House.

If you have any problems with my memo, please feel free to make
any appropriate changes. I promisedto send my memo to Korff by
messenger this afternoon. - '

Thanks again for your help.



o THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 5, 1975

Dear Rabbi Korff:

As I indicated in our conversations we treatpd with great seriousness
your request that the United States Gover T

Congress Bicentennial Awards Dinner. FolYowing our initial conversa-

tion, I staffed your request through the appropriate offices at the ’MW
fW-

White House.

T ge oo e —

wnideatnD WM e had

TA major problem vwes as I M to you, that th.-e-p-o-n;'s no

evide(Ae that the Soviet auhtorities were in fact preapred for Dr &

Sakharov to leave the Soviet Union. As for as special tra@port \
was concrle‘laed, it appeared that there-wene commercial

» .
transPortationv:%vaiable that would fit yourge schedule, and wid eonachl

[}
theGesietre-probtentiat-arrording—+e Legal Counsel s =

Ior which they arc appacpanmwen—.

Nupithdbias, L ambdany

’tét'me reiterate that) should the opportunity present itself, wm
ould be only too happy to do wha.tever we can to assist Dr. Sakharov

h
decide to permit his departure

—&

our very understanding manner and helpful attitude are deeply
appreciated.

in the event the Soviets

I enjoyed our conversations and look forward to the pleasure of

chatting with you again in the future.

PN
i
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WASHINGTON

December 5, 1975

Dear Rabbi Korff:

Congress Bicentennial Awards Dinner. FolJowing our initial conversa-
tlon, I staffed your request through the ap

B

A

) Ao clear evidence(;w_v&e—eeé,\to indicate that the
Soviets would be willing to permit Dr. Sakharov to

o w gl Fropedie

_ P@\W - tation'is~available from Moscow to Washington on
b 7’ ‘ dates that would fit the required schedule, Kol e Tt
~mo
-3 A Legal Counsel's Office has advised us that the
- law, specifically 31USC665 prohibits monies
from being spent for purposes other than that
for which they are appropriated.
/}'lMMM ) | lmMuua_
’tet‘me reiterate that) should the opportunity present itself, ws
ould be only too happy to do whatever we can to assist Dr. Sakharov

h
decide to permit his departurii

in the event the Sov1ets

our very understanding manner and helpful attitude are deeply
appreciated.

I enjoyed our conversations and look forward to the pleasure of
chatting with you again in the future.
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.~ With every good wish, I remain,

Sincerely,

Berttt) e

Russell A. Rourke
Deputy to Presidential
Counsellor, John O. Marsh, Jr.

Rabbi Baruch Korff

1221 Connecticut Avenue, N. W.
Fifth Floor

Washington, D. C. 20036





